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FOREIGNERS ARRESTED WITH FORGED EUROPEAN PASSPORTS

FAKERY NABBED

B Fake passport
flasco due to human
error, says Phuket
Immigration Chief

By Kongleaphy Keam

TWO Indian men are being held in cus-
tody at Phuket Prison after they were ar-
rested for entering Thailand using fake
passports.

“The suspects, Raj Kumar, 36, and
Sandeep Singh, 30, were first arrested at
5pm on May 20, but managed to escape
from Sakoo Police Station. They werethen
recaptured at 11pm the same day,” said
Phuket Provincial Police Commander
Teerapol Thipjaroen.

They weretaken to court on May 22 and
denied bail.

“They have received a six-month sen-
tence from the court for escaping police
custody. As for the fake passport charge,
we need more time to investigate before
sending the case to the prosecutor,” said
Sakoo Police Superintendent Jirasak
Siemsak.

“At this stage, we cannot say how long
theinvestigation will take. We haveto send
the passports to the Portuguese Embassy
and question the suspects about anyonein
Thailand being involved in these types of
crimes so that we can unravel the whole
network,” he added.

The men confessed that they were In-
dian by birth and wished to work in
Canada, but were afraid of visa rejection.
They contacted an agent in Phuket who
promised to provide them with fake pass-
ports and accommodation. They initially
entered Thailand in March at
Suvarnabhumi International Airport using
thelir real passports.

After obtaining fake Portuguese pass-
ports in Thailand, they went to Malaysia
(using their real passports), but returned
in April via the Satun border where they
used the fake (Portuguese) ones. They then
came to Phuket and stayed at a hotel in
Patong.

On May 19, they boarded a flight to
Canada at Phuket International Airport
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The men confessed that they were Indian by birth and wished to work in Canada, so they paid

an agent in Thailand more than two million baht for fake passports. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

with a transit in South Korea. However,
South Korean immigration officialsdenied
them onward boarding and the two were
rerouted back to Phuket.

“South Korean authorities did not
specify the exact reason that the men were
refused entry,” said Col Supachok Yongstar
of Phuket Immigration Office.

The suspects told police that they had
spent more than a million baht each on the
entire process, including accommodation
and flights to Maaysia and Canada.

“It is perplexing that Thai immigration
allowed them to pass through. According
to CCTV footage at the airport, the pass-
ports were scanned as per the usual
procedure, but nothing suspicious was de-
tected,” said Gen Teerapol.

Gen Teerapol vowed to continue inves-
tigating the fake passport network until it
was entirely unraveled.

“Our investigation shows that the pass-
portsare not manufactured in Thailand, but
it does serveasa‘ meeting point’ for agents
and customers to meet and conduct these

transactions. We believe there may be
some Thais involved in the network as
well,” said Mg Gen Teerapol.

Phuket Immigration Police also vowed
to boost security measuresto prevent such
incidents from occurring in future.

Col Supachok admitted that, paradoxi-
cally, it was becoming more and more
difficult to detect fake passports nowadays
as the technology had become more ad-
vanced, but added that Phuket’simmigration
control technology was up to date.

“The reason the fake passports were not
detected is human error. Forgers are known
to use red passports to make fake ones and
only changethe persona informationinside.
S0, it is more about officers level of scru-
tiny, not technology,” said Col Supachok.

He said that this was a model case for
officersto follow in order to avoid repeat-
ing the same mistake(s).

“We have already ordered our officers
to be extra-careful, especialy with Euro-
pean passports in the south of Thailand,”
he added.

Three caught
for extortion,
Imper sonating
police officers

Three men were arrested for
impersonating police officers
and trying to extort money
from two teenagers in
Phuket. The suspects had
Civil Defense and veteran ID
cards in their possession and
posed as Region 8 officers.
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Citizens urge
officiasto fix
dangerous road

OFFICIAL Sresponded to com-
plaints about a“ dangerous and
uneven” road after social me-
dia users posted pictures of
Sakdidgl Road in Wichit, urg-
ing authorities to take immedi-
ate action to fix it.

Frequent users of the road
told the Gazette that it curves
and dips in patches, making it
dangerous to drive on, espe-
cialy at night.

Patiwetwottisak Sookhii, di-
rector of the Phuket Highways
Office, said that renovation
work was ongoing but riddled
with problems.

“A 50 million baht budget
was approved to smooth out and
widen the road. However, the
renovation work has been spo-
radic. Each time we requested
the amount approved in the bud-
get, we were given funds in
chunksof 10 or 20 million baht,
which caused inevitable de-
lays,” said Mr Patiwetwottisak.

“Some parts of the road are
uneven because of problems
with site design and cars driv-
ing over patches of road that
were in the process of being
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"HRH Princess M
officiates musaum launch

aha

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn presided over the grand opening ceremony of
the Peranakannitat Museum in Phuket Town on May 17. Phuket Governor Norraphat Plodthong and
Phuket City Mayor Somjai Suwansupana, along with other officials and hundreds of Phuket citizens,
were present to welcome the Princess. The museum building, erected a hundred years ago in
traditional Phuket style, housed one of the earliest regional banks in Thailand. An old police station
building opposite the museum was also renovated to present exhibits relating to the birth of Old

Phuket Town from the Thonburi era until the reign of King Rama VI. Photo: Winai Sarot

repaired,” he added.

The Phuket Highways Office
hasrequested for another 50 mil-
lion baht to completethe project.

“If the budget is approved,
we will repair this road by the

16/4 -5 Patak Km.2 Rd, Kata Hill
Karon, Muang, Phuket, 83130
www.santosaphuket.com

+66 (0)763.306.00

end of May. If not, wewill have
to present our case again and
wait for the budget to be ap-
proved,” said Mr Patiwet-
wottisak.

— Krtisada Mueanhawong

Taxi driver’s
am severed in
gridy accident

ATAXI driver’'sarmwassevered
in ahigh-speed crash on May 24
after helost control of hisvehicle
in acurve, crashed into an eec-
tric pole and fell into a five-
meter-deep ditch a the roadside.

“The driver, Thawin
Chaiponrit, 23, had logt his left
armandwashbleeding profusdly,”
said Lt Thanakan Uchanara-
samee of Sakoo Poalice.

Mr Thawin was driving two
Iragi tourists to the airport
when the accident occurred.

One of the tourists suffered
seriousinjuriesto his shoulder,
arm and hand, while the other
sustained only minor injuries.

“Theroad is very dangerous;
we believethe driver was not fa-
miliar withit,” said Lt Thanakan.

—Winai Sarot

Police hunt for
foreign bag
snatcher

POLICE are hunting for a sus-
pect, believed to be a foreigner,
who stoleabag from adiner a a

restaurant on May 17.

A Facebook user named
Tanaphat Nuansakul posted a
CCTV video of theincident on
his page. The theft occurred at
Tukabkhao Restaurant in
Phuket Town.

The clip showed a foreigner
walking into the restaurant,
standing near another customer’s
table for afew minutes and then
making off with her bag (that
was hanging on the back of her
chair) when no one waslooking.

The victim was a tourist
from Hong Kong having din-
ner with her family. The bag
contained her passport and sev-
eral valuables, including an
iPhone, cards and cash.

“We know the suspect’sface
and will also check other
CCTV cameras in the vicinity
to see where he went,” said
Capt Kraisorn Parkaree of
Phuket City Police.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Gambling,
cock-fighting
ring busted

FIFTEEN peoplewerearrested
while 15 others are on the run
after Thalang Police raided a
cock-fighting ringin Moo Baan
Paraon May 21.

Thaang Policeofficersraided
the area after receiving com-
plaints from locals about illegal
cock-fighting and gambling.

The suspects ran into a
nearby forest when they saw
police; 15 were captured while
15 othersgot away. All suspects
were charged with gambling
and taken to Thalang Police
Station for legal processing.

—Winai Sarot

Warning issued
to unlicensed
hotel operators

KATHU District Chief Jirawat
Namatraissued an ultimatum to
illegal hotel operators after lo-
cals and members of the busi-
ness community filed com-
plaints about unlicensed hotels
operating in Patong.

“We inspected the ‘ Boomer-
ang Hotel’ and ‘Capitano
Hotel’ in Patongon May 17 and
found that they were operating
without a hotel business li-
cence,” said Mr Jirawat.

Both ownerswere charged for
illegally operating a hotel busi-
ness. The case is being followed
up by the Phuket Provincial Ad-
ministration Office.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Three arrested for extortion,
Impersonating police officers

By Winai Sarot

THREE men were arrested for
impersonating police officers
and trying to extort money from
two teenagers in Phuket on
May 21.

The arrests were made by a
joint task force of Region 8 and
Cherng Talay Police officers at
a PTT gas station in Cherng
Talay.

The suspects, Thongchai
Katthong, 30; Ittipol Kranara,
32; and Pathompong Rattana-
suvan, 51; had Civil Defense
and veteran ID cards in their
possession.

“The three men presented
themselves as Region 8 Police
officersand arrested two under-
age teensfor drinking krathom
(an illicit drug) in Soi Palai,
Chalong,” said Lt Col Kraisorn
Chumchuen of Region 8.

“They handcuffed the two
and took them to a room in
Wichit, which they claimed was
a safe house, for questioning,”
he added.

They then called their rela-
tives and friends, asking for
30,000 baht each in exchange

The suspects posed as Region 8 police officers. Photo: Winai Sarot

for their freedom. After nego-
tiations, the families agreed to
pay 10,000 baht each. The men
arranged to meet them at the
gas station at 4pm.

During the negotiations, the
families and friends of the two
teens became suspicious about
the entire transaction, so they
called up Region 8 police head-
quarters to ask if the three
‘officers’ actually worked
there.

When the families learned
the officers were fake, they in-
formed Region 8 Police of the

whole incident.

“Wefollowed thefamiliesto
the gas station and arrested the
suspects. Each was charged
with extortion and impersonat-
ing a police officer,” said Col
Kraisorn.

The three then led police to
aroom in Chalong where they
had detai ned the two teens, who
were then charged with posses-
sion of a category 5 drug.

“We will question the three
men further to broaden the case
and crack the network,” Col
Kraisorn added.

Police chief dispds
bomb threat rumors

OFFICIALS have warned the
public to be careful about shar-
ing unconfirmed reports on so-
cial media after a bomb threat
warning created panic among
Phuket vendors last week.

The original source of the
message s unknown, but it was
widely circulated online. It
read:

“Stop going to walking
street market, Chilvamarket or
any other weekly markets in
Phuket. A group of peoplefrom
Pattani have cometo sell Khao
Creab (local crispy biscuit) in
Kathu market, but they actually
plan to bomb it. The police
have called me to inform other
vendors of this threat.”

Phuket Provincial Police
Commander Teerapol Thip-
jaroen denied the reports and
urged people to be wary of
threats or warningsreceived on
social media.

“1 have aready checked and
can confirm that thisis merely
a rumor. | want the media to
help us urge the public to be
careful of spreading such mes-
sages. They can create mass
panic, so please think twice
before believing or sharing

ARGIANO SUPER TUSCAN
INE DINNER
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Gen Teerapol. Photo: Gazette file

misinformation,” said Gen
Teerapol.

“Secondly, if there are
people from Pattani here in
Phuket, it is their right as citi-
zens. People from the deep
south often come here for busi-
ness or job opportunities.
Please don’t label them all as
terroristsasthat isavery biased
and negative thing to do,” he
added.

Gen Teerapol added that of -
ficers were doing their best to
protect the island.

“Phuket is a tourism prov-
ince, so we have people from
all over the country and the
world. We closely monitor all
entry and exit checkpoints via
air, land and water. We want the
public to feel confident and
safe,” he added.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Mom Tri’s Kitchen

Argiano Super Tuscan Wine Dinner
06 June, 2017
Limited seats, @ Baht 2,150++

19.00 hrs. Evening Welcome Reception
Prosecco Zardetto Private Rosé
Canapés & Gourmet spoon

%

Seared tuna
Argiano Rosso di Montalcino 2015

Kurobota pork Italian tradition
Argiano Solengo 2014

*

Veal sirloin & cheek ravioli
Argiano Solengo 2004 Served by magnum

Italian cheese collection
Argiano Solengo 1999

Entremets Opera

y L
) ' Petits fours
.S

Layered chocolate & coffee cake
Argiano No confuditur 2014

%

Arabica Coffee & Fine Tea
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Security beefed
up following
bombing

SECURITY measures have
been stepped up throughout the
capital in response to the May
22 bombing at Phramong-
kutklao Hospital in Bangkok.

Police and soldiers are sta-
tioned on roads around
Suvarnabhumi Airport, at sev-
eral major Skytrain stations,
bus terminals, hospitals and
government offices. At the air-
port, police with K-9 dogs
walked among tourists.

Authorities al so set up secu-
rity checkpoints on King Kaew
Road, Suvarnabhumi 3 Road
and the road running from
Bang Na-Trat Highway to the
airport.

Vehicles are being searched
thoroughly, including with
bomb detectors, before being
allowed to pass through check-
points.

Deputy national police chief
Gen Chalermkiat Srivorakan
said security checkpoints
would be set up at 27 locations
in the capital to operate 24
hours a day.

The checkpoints include
those at Army headquarters, the
Civil Service Commission op-
posite Government House, Mor
Chit Skytrain Station, Central
Ladprao department store,
Suvarnabhumi Airport, On Nut
Road and Seacon Square de-
partment store.

Academics say
foreign unis
beneficia
SEVERAL Thai academics
have expressed support for the
government’splanto alow for-
eignersto set up universitiesin
specia economic zones (SEZs)
to address skill shortages, al-
though they have urged certain
criteria and conditions to en-
suregood quality and few nega-
tive impacts to Thai institutes.
Asthe plan—which hasbeen
approved by the Cabinet and
thejunta—requires Prime Min-
ister Gen Prayuth Chan-o-cha
to invoke his power under Ar-
ticle 44 of the interim
constitution because of the re-
quired exemption of some
normal rules, the Education
Ministry has been waiting for
two junta orders about the plan
to be published in the Royal
Gazette beforeimplementation,
said Education Minister
Teerakiat Jareonsettasin.
Many countries such as Ja-

MINISTRY oF
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pan, the United States and the
United Kingdom have already
shown interest, he said.

Mr Teerakiat said foreign
educational institutions|ocated
primarily in SEZs would only
be alowed to teach coursesin
fieldsnot availablein Thailand,
such as those involving certain
high technologies. The idea is
to drive the country’s economy
with innovation as per the
‘Thailand 4.0’ policy and to
support the SEZs' economic
and trade expansion, he said.

“They must be really out-
standing or they wouldn’t
survive, as parentswould rather
send their kids to Thai schools
if they weren't very good ... The
foreign institutes’ presence
would also help keep Thai re-
searchers, teachers, adminis-
trators and university students
on their toes,” said Suchatvee
Suwansawat, rector of King
Mongkut’s|nstitute of Technol-
ogy Ladkrabang and head of
the Council of University Presi-
dents of Thailand.

Cdlstolegdize
protection of
elephants

The National Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) held aseminar to
seek a more comprehensive le-
gal approach to protect
Thailand’selephantson May 23.

Wallop Tangkananurak,
chairman of the NLA commit-
tee tasked with following up on
animal protection mechanisms,
said the seminar was the first
move in a planned wider-scale
cooperation to achieve success
inthe protection of pachyderms.

At the seminar, NLA mem-

Briefly

bers, experts from the National
Ingtitute of Elephant Research
and Hedlth Service, theWildlife
Conservation Officer at the De-
partment of National Parks,
Wildlifeand Plant Conservation
Department and the Association
of Zoos and Aquariums were
invited to expresstheir opinions
and concerns on the elephant
draft bill.

All speakers agreed that the
priorities were the problem of
street elephants and the threat
from wild elephant to humans.

They urged the introduction
of new lawsto protect elephant-
related businesses and mahoults,
an overhaul of existing lawsin
order to comply with the Con-
vention on International Trade
in Endangered Species, as well
as the integration of relevant
laws into a new elephant law
that would ensure pachyderms
continued to be known as
Thailand’s national animal.

Urgent bills

may require
Article 44 push

THE government is hoping to
get up to 60 urgent pieces of
legislation on the statute book
this year, including crucia re-
form and strategy-related hills.

It is still unclear, however,
which legidation will require a
push via powers granted under
Article 44 of the interim charter.

The secretary-general of the
Council of State, Distat
Hotrakitya, said on May 23 af -
ter the weekly Cabinet meeting
that the advisory committee for
reform legislation under the
‘Por Yor Por’ super-board had
set up a subcommittee to over-
see the related legislation.

Legidlation that would push
forward reform and strategy
might pass through the Por Yor
Por fast-track route, he said,
adding that the responsible
committee, if it had an opinion
to offer on a piece of legisa
tion, could voice it to the
government.

Despitethefast-track process,
Digtat did not rule out the possi-
bility of invoking Article 44.
However, he added that if the
regular procedure worked well
and withinthedeadline, absolute
authority under an Article 44 or-
der would not be necessary.

The government has made it
clear that the use of Article 44
isonly for urgent issues and is
atemporary measure, Mr Distat
explained.

Government
approves more
doctors, nurses

THE Cabinet on May 23 ap-
proved the Public Health
Ministry’s request for addi-
tional civil-servant positionsfor
nurses, doctors and dentists.
Government Spokesperson
Lt-Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd
said after the Cabinet meeting
that the request to add 10,992
positions for nurses had been
accepted, while ministers had
also approved 2,000 civil-ser-
vant positions for doctors and

600 for dentists.

He said that as there were
aready 2,200 vacant positions
for nurses, another 8,792 new
posts would be created over a
three-year period.

Some 2,992 nursing posi-
tions will come into being this
year, and another 2,900 in each
of the next two years.

Earlier, the Cabinet had de-
cided to allow the Public
Health Ministry to use the al-
ready-vacant positions for
nursesfirst, and had denied the
request for new positions, but
this met with anger from tem-
porary-employee nurses, who
were waiting to be enlisted as
civil servants.

Gen Sansern explained that
as the number of doctors and
dentists per 10,000 people was
still lower than average, the
Cabinet had approved new
civil-servant positionsfor these
professionsin order to mitigate
the shortages.

However, the request for
pharmacists has not been ap-
proved by the Cabinet, because
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
o-cha instructed the Public
Health Ministry to check the
number of vacant positionsfirst.
This was because it had been
found that there was one phar-
macist per 6,200 people, which
was aready on target for the
ministry, Gen Sansern added.

Fertility clinics
under review
for illega

surrogacy

AT LEAST four unnamed fer-
tility clinicsin Thailand are be-
lieved to be linked to a cross-
border network of surrogate
mother-for-hire services, ac-
cording to Thal customs and
public health authorities.

Nimit Saeng-ampai, chief of
the Nong Khai customs check-
point, where six Thai suspects
were detained on May 20 after
returning from Laos, said the
Public Health Ministry would
follow up on this case.

Mr Nimit said Nikom
Simarat, who drove the six
Thai suspects acrossthe border
to a Laotian fertility clinic,
would face an additional crimi-
nal charge if traces of genetic
materials were found in the
containers, as such smuggling
would violate Thai law.

Thai fertility clinics are be-
lieved to have cooperated with
counterpartsin Laos and Cam-
bodia to provide cross-border
surrogacy servicesfor foreign-
ers, especially Chinese.
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| mportance of tracking periodic charts

Monthly and weekly charts provide strong indicators of market movements

@ By Don Freeman

MONTHLY charts are among
the first buy signals | look for
when doing stock selection be-
cause these charts show bigger
time frames where long term
trends can be seen. As we en-
ter the summer months, a short
term pull back could still hap-
pen and thiswould be perfectly
normal price action.

However, asof late April, we
haven't yet seen any price ac-
tion to suggest a pullback is
coming. Thus, for the longer
term, we still have to lean to-
ward the upside assuming that
the bullish trend of the previous
fivemonthswill likely continue.

Looking over several
monthly charts for a variety of
stocks that either both my cli-
ents and | own or that | have
on my watchlist as potential
investments, we are starting to
see more of our stocks break-
ing to new highs.

Tech giant Apple (NAS
DAQ: AAPL) got caught up in
the overall choppy market trad-
ing over the past two years.
Late last year, AAPL began
breaking out to have about five
months of solid gainsthat have
put shares at an all time high.

Online retail behemoth
Amazon.com (NASDAQ:
AMZN) recently had another
strong monthly close at new all
time highs and has steadily
closed higher for the past
couple of months.

Small cap building materi-

Charts provide signals for stock selection by showing bigger time frames and trends. Photo: Burak Kebapci

alsmanufacturer Builders First
Source (NASDAQ: BLDR)
got clobbered in the wake of
the financial crisis and is still
not back up to pre-crisishighs.
However, BLDR’s monthly
chartisfinally starting to show
and break out from a strong
cup and handle base. This
should also be considered a
bullish sign for other housing
related and building material
stocks.

Small cap online health care
marketplace stock Care.com
Inc (NYSE: CRCM) had
Google Capital take a big po-
sition in it several months ago,
triggering a big gain as other
investors rushed in. The tech-

Ministry opposes hike in VAT

THE Finance Ministry is wary
of the impact on the economy
from the hike in value-added
tax (VAT) proposed by the Na-
tional Legislative Assembly
(NLA) and plans to oppose it.

TheNLA hassuggested rais-
ing VAT from 7 per cent at
present to 8 per cent.

Finance Ministry permanent
secretary Somchai Sujjapongse
said ahikein VAT rate will ad-
versely impact the economy at
a time when economic growth
isaccelerating. Gross domestic
product growth inthefirst quar-
ter was 3.3 per cent, he said.

He said the Finance Minis-
try is upgrading tax collection
under the national e-payment
project. This could help tax of-
ficialscollect an additional 100
billion baht annually, he said.

=== i

NLA wats to increase VAT from
7 to 8 per cent. Photo: The Nation

The Finance Ministry will
propose to the Cabinet to con-
tinue the current VAT rate at 7
per cent for thefiscal year, which
ends in September, he said.

The VAT rate hasaready been
cut from 10 per cent to 7 per cent,
but successivegovernmentshave
beenwary of restoring the higher
rate due to fear of a backlash
from the public anditsimpact on
the economy.

— The Nation

nical chart now shows a nice
consolidation since 2014 while
in March, shares moved to a
two year high on huge volume
—avery bullish sign.

Large cap oil and gas stock
EOG Resources (NY SE: EOG)
is still breaking lower on its
monthly chartsfor the past few
months. However, the weekly
charts show weeks where
shares are ending higher. This
is a potentially bullish signal
making the stock worth watch-
ing to seeif its monthly closes
can move higher.

Small cap casino stock
Golden Entertainment (NAS
DAQ: GDEN) moved from
US$5 to US$13 between late

2014 and mid 2016. Usually
when we see huge advances
like that, stocks cool and pull
back a bit — exactly what
GDEN did. Shares have since
hit a new all time high.

Small cap biopharma-
ceutical stock Theravance Bio-
pharma (NASDAQ: TBPH)
has broken out from a bullish
cup and handle formation to
close at an al time above the
‘cup’ portion on its technical
chart with shares also aboveits
2014 1PO debut level.

Large cap railroad stock
Union Pacific Corporation
(NYSE: UNP) had broken out
fromitspost financial crisiscon-
solidation pattern in 2010 and

had a good run from the US$40
to US$110 level (end of 2015)
before falling off. UNP has just
had another big breakout and
appears to be heading back up
to its 2015 highs.

Mid cap global life sciences
software stock Veeva Systems
(NY SE: VEEV) recently hit an
al time high on its monthly
chart to close above its IPO
debut price after consolidating
sideways for around 2 and a
half years—afairly bullish sign.

The latest S& P 500 chart
also shows the index closing
higher for five monthsin arow
(or roughly since the end of the
USelections). Thispriceaction
has ended roughly two years of
consolidation or sideways
movement.

Again, | ignore the main-
stream news media’s constant
reports of doom and gloom to
instead follow price action of
the market and individual
stocks. It's also important to
remember that historicaly, the
stock market can make upward
progress even in the face of
uncertainly, confusion and the
negative media reports.

Don Freeman, BSME, is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a Registered Investment Adviser
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket. He has over 20 years
experience  working  with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers. Don can be reached at
089-970 5795 or freeman
capital@gmail.com.
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Drug lawsneed a
rehaul

THE recent arrest by Region 8 Police of two men for posing
as officers of the law and trying to extort money from the
families of teenage boys found drinking krathom leaf extract
isjust the latest reminder of the need for our Kingdom to
reconsider and revise its draconian drug control laws.

It might strike some as futile to urge a military gover nment
to take such measures, but in reality there has never been a
better time for Thailand to move forward in thisregard. It is
encouraging that the current government is the first in our
memory to have floated the possibility of such reforms, but it
isequally discouragingthat it hasyet to effect any real changes.

In many ways the current administration has just main-
tained and extended the policies of its elected predecessors,
with the seldom-enforced yet supremely annoying alcohol
sales time restriction measures brought in by Thaksin com-
ing as just the most obvious example.

If the theme was “Bring Happiness Back to The People”,
why can’'t we legally purchase a can of beer at a 7-Eleven
between the hours of 2pm and 5pm?

Despite having some of the harshest drug laws on the
planet, Thailand has over the years managed to consolidate
its international reputation as a recreational drug paradise.
It is perhaps a sad fact that this comes in second only to its
reputation as a sex tourism destination, though of coursethe
two themes very often run hand-in-hand.

From the hallucinogenic, drug-fuelled ‘ Full M oon Parties
on Koh Tao to the heroin-soaked back sois of Bangkok’s
Khaosarn Road, the entire range of recreational drugs are
cheap and readily available to any and all willing to indulge.

Krathom and marijuana are both ‘Category 5' drugs that
areamongthemost widely used drugsin Thailand, after state-
sanctioned substances like alcohol and caffeine. Both are
relatively harmless drugs with medically-proven medicinal
effects, afact which hasprompted many gover nmentsaround
the globeto decriminalize them or even maketheir salelegal,
providing new sources of taxable revenue in the process.

Yet here in Thailand, these substances serve as just two
more devices in the extortionists toolbox — and from the
victim’s standpoint it does not always matter whether the
extortionists are state officials or sad imposters ther eof.
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Mug give credit whereit isdue

Re: Opinion: Phuket hospital
deservescredit, not blame, May
21
The generosity of the Thai
people in providing free hospi-
tal care for many self inflicted
foreigners' injuriesisamazing.
The passports should be held
till payment received by grate-
ful family and governmentsfor
their citizens.
Megan Billington
Facebook

Hope truck driver
getstowalk free

Re: 21-year-old biker killed in
Phuket pick-up collision, May
23
Look at the damage to the
pickup. Does anyone think the
bike rider was driving within
the speed limit, or even twice
the speed [imit? | hope the po-
licelet the pickup driver gofree
of al charges.
Chas
Gazette forum

Work harder to get
better tourists

Re: Phuket district chief vows
tocrackdownonillegal hotels,
May 19
When you build footpaths
decent public toilets and a non
corrupt transport system, you
might get the rich tourists you
dream of.
Until then you are cutting of f
the hand that feeds you.
Greg Harrison
Facebook

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Given the names of the two
locations above, one might as-
sume that they have foreign
owners. Niceto seethe law be-
ing applied ‘equaly’ given the
number of Thai-run places.

Rule number onein business
over here: Don't upset thelocals
or betoo successful. It'saworld
of hurt.

Now if they would only ad-
dresstheillegally rented condos
rented out for lessthan 30 days,
I might finally get rid of my
noisy neighbors!

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Cock fighting chan-
nel on Thai TV

Re: Illegal cock-fighting, gam-

bling ring busted, 15 arrested,
May 22

If it'sillegal, why isthere a

cock fighting channel on Thai

TV?
Rick Menlove
Facebook

Shop owners are
thereal culprits

Re: Ten arrested, B20mn of
merchandise confiscated in
Phuket raid, May 20

Big dedl. 10 foreigners ar-
rested and 20 million baht

confiscated. But therearetwice
as many still operating. Why
are the people who own these
shops not arrested?

The people caught are small
fish just trying to make a liv-
ing, but there’s no point in
arresting them if the owners
continue to be allowed to go
scott free. And al the arresting
officers can boast and parade
for the media as much as they
like, but if stamping out piracy
is their goal, they are doomed.
Failure is guaranteed.

Bazza
Gazette forum

Hope this doesn’t
mean a new fee

Re: Fake passport suspectsre-
captured after escaping police
custody, May 22
So they entered and departed
Thailand on fake passports, eas-
ily, but Koreamanaged to detect
them? Are we to expect a 500
baht per foreign passenger ‘fee’
to upgrade systems, same asthe
baggage scanners ‘fee' ?
Peter Brown
Facebook

Bag snatcher will
likely be caught

Re: CCTV captures foreigner
stealing tourist’s bag, May 18
It looks to be the job of a
well organized bag grabber and
perhaps a retired expat living
in Phuket, so he may get caught
sooner or later.
Asterix
Gazette forum
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Bang Tao to seeluxury condos

By Kongleaphy Keam

INFINITY Condominium
launched the grand opening of
its seven-storey condo project
in Bang Tao on May 19.

The project will comprise of
78 unitsranging from 59 square
meters to 60.6sgm and include
one bedroom, two bedroom,
and two bedroom deluxe con-
dominiums.

“Construction will start by
end of the year and is expected
to be completed in two years.
The units will be available for
sale starting from the grand
opening day. Even at thisstage,
we have received alot of posi-
tivefeedback from our agents,”
said Apiwat Chaiyarat, general
manager of the project.

“The unique thing about
this project is the size of the
rooms. One bedroom unitis59
sgqm, which is rarely found in
Phuket — the general size of
other one-bedroom condo-
miniums is only about 30-40
sqm,” he added.

Other than size, the project
location is another attractive
feature for potential future
owners, says Mr Apiwat.

“Bang Tao is centrally lo-
cated and has access to many

The condos are targeted at high-end customers who demand comfort . Photo: In|f|n|ty Condominium

places like temples, nightlife
venues, shopping centers, res-
taurants and Phuket
International Airport. You can
also walk to Bang Tao Beach
or enjoy the services at Catch
Beach Club which is right in
front of Infinity Condo-
minium,” said Mr Apiwat.
“From an investment point
of view, we can see that Bang
Tao is developing gradually.

LaGuna

PHUKET RENTALS

Areas like Patong are over-
saturated, so other areas,
particularly Kamala and Bang
Tao in the north, are up and
coming,” he added.

The target market for the
condominium is high-end
luxury users, particularly for-
eignerswho prefer comfortable
living spaces.

“Even though the price is
higher than other projects, we

are offering a valuable product
with afull range of servicesuch
as fitness rooms, swimming
pool, parking, yoga, play-
ground, rooftop lounge and 24/
7 security,” said Mr Apiwat.

“Our guaranteed rate of re-
turn is also much higher than
the market average. This
makes the project ideal for
both living and investment,”
he added.

Developers
Investing in
‘proptech’
Start-ups

SOME of Thailand’s property
firmshave expressed interestin
collaborating with and invest-
ing in start-ups to create prop-
erty technology (proptech) to
support business growth for the
long term.

Sansiri is one of the first to
invest in proptech by setting up
Siri Venture, a joint venture
with Siam Commercia Bank,
to develop innovationsranging
from conception to commercial
viability.

Established with initial reg-
istered capital of 100 million
baht, Siri Venture aimsto build
a network of at least 300
proptech start-ups by 2020.

The initiative consists of
three parts: support the
proptech ecosystem, set up a
“fund of funds’, and provide
venture capital. However, the
company is still in the process
of finalising thefiguresfor both
the“fund of funds’ and the cor-
porate VC fund, hoping to
compl ete the process this year.

— The Nation

Experienced
F’rﬂnpr‘r Management
and Rental Services

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week*

on site

-2 bedroom pool villas
* Managed by Banyan Tree

® | Lury 1

* Crvner privileges and discounts through
7 Sanctuary Club
® = Mernbarship to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 34.9 MB

» 2 bedroom condominiums in gated
comimunity

= Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Mambership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THE 12.5 MB

+ -3 bedmom apartments n gated community
* Swirnming pool, fitness, and restaurant

|+ Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

Price from THB 10.5 MB

Mare options available, please contact us for more information.
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Samui: An unpolished marine jewd

On Deck
By Duncan Worthington

2

SAMUI is an island of coco-
nuts and a microcosm of
Thailand’s modern tourism in-
dustry, with facilities geared to
backpackers at one end of the
scale, right up to five-star re-
sorts at the other, and every-
thing in between. From a ma-
rine perspective, it is—to some
extent — an unpolished jewel.

If Samui Island was on
Thailand’s east coast, in the
Andaman Sea, it would be one
of the hottest sailing destina-
tions in Asia, however, it's
location on the country’s little
promoted and oft-overlooked
west coast means it has never
had its time in the spotlight,
unlike big brother Phuket.

And it some ways, that is a
good thing.

The island reportedly wel-
comes upwards of one million
visitors a year, the main gate-
way being Bangkok Airway’s
privately-owned airport, the
second viaferry fromthemain-
land.

While the number of visit-
ing yachts to the island is
relatively small, Samui is not
unknown to the sailing commu-
nity in Asia. The Samui
Regatta, which has just con-
cluded at Centara Grand Beach
Resort Samui, has long been

A stunning view of the Ang Thong Marlne National Park Iocated just off Samm Photo: Trageds

promoting Samui and its sur-
rounding areas and has
showcased the excellent cruis-
ing grounds and racing
conditions the island has to of-
fer sinceitsinception 16 years
ago. Each year the regatta at-
tracts sailors from Australia,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malay-
sig, and of course Thailand, and
it's fair to say has single-
handedly promoted Samui’s
sailing credentials oversess.
Speaking with the regatta’s
Race Director, Simon James, he
notesthe potential of theisland.
“Samui is relatively undis-

Siam International
38/54 Nanai Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150

** Legal consultation
% Company formations Tel: 076 346 149

%+ Notarial
certifications

* Contracts

“* Work permits

+* Bookkeeping

%+ Visa service

% Translations
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Siam

Contact: K. Joy

076 346 150
Fax: 076 345 413
Email;
joy_siaminter@hotmail.com
siamint@loxinfo.co.th

Looking for a place to stay?

See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

covered in the cruising sense.
Onshoretheidland offers some-
thing for everyone, from
affordable accommaodation and
all manner of eateries, to the
uber-luxe for those who wish
to indulge,” says James.

“On the water, the experi-
ences are equally diverse. Of
the many beaches and coves
around Samui, there are lots of
quiet spots to enjoy and ex-
plore. The islands off Samui’s
southwest coast are worth ex-
ploring and there are some
excellent reefs off Koh Taen
and Koh Mat Sum, while the

42-island Ang Thong archi-
pelago to the northwest of
Samui is spectacular,” he adds.

In addition to some cruising
yachts and those that come to
race at Samui Regatta, the is-
land is becoming more popular
with superyachts, however, to
really put Samui on the map as
a leading cruising destination,
investment in marine infra-
structure is needed.

“What Samui lacksis ama
rina. There has been talk for
many years, but with a marina
Samui would see more interna-
tional yachtsvisiting theisland,

as well as many more yachts
basing themselveslong-termin
Samui — all of which will add
significant revenues to the lo-
cal economy,” adds James.

As part of the government’s
planto make Thailand the‘Ma-
rina Hub of Asean’ two
potential marina sites have
beenidentified on Samui —Mal
Gan Capeisin the North of the
island and according tothe Ma-
rine Department marinas can
potentially be built on either
side of the cape, while the sec-
ond siteisat Thongtanode Bay,
located in the south.

These are suggestions by the
Marine Department, and they
have madeit clear that the gov-
ernment isn’t looking to build
marinas but entice and support
private investors to build.

Looking at thelarger Gulf of
Thailand picture, the entire re-
gioniscurrently served by just
one large-scale international -
standard marina(Ocean Marina
Yacht Club in Jomtien, in
Pattaya). Clearly further infra-
structure investment is needed
if theregionisto be opened up.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications (www.
infinity-comms.com) consults to
leading consumer brands,
hospitality and marine clients in
Thailand. In his 'spare time' he
runs the marine portal www.Marine
Scene.asia. #0OnDeckPhuket

Top golfers battle for Laguna trophy

LAGUNA Golf Phuket hosted
the* Singha Phuket Open 2017’
as part of the All Thailand Golf
Tour 2017. The tournament is
a newly-launched professional
golf competition organized by
Sports Management Group
(SMG) with Singha Corpora-
tion as the founding sponsor.

Aiming to expand the ‘All
Thailand Golf Tour’ and pro-
mote Phuket asasportstourism
hub, Singha Phuket Open 2017
was held from May 25-28 at
Laguna Golf Phuket as a co-
sanction golf event with Asian
Development Tour (ADT). The
event was held in celebration
of Laguna Phuket’s 30th anni-
versary celebrations.

Some of the pros who par-
ticipated in the tournament
were Thaworn Wiratchant,
Udorn Duangdecha and
Danthai Boonma, who will be
competing for a more than 2
million baht prize fund.

“With a world-class golf
course and facilities, excellent

Key panelists, VIP guests and Laguna Golf Phuket’s homegrown young
golfers strike a pose. Photo: Laguna Golf Phuket

conditions and Asian hospital-
ity along with our newly
upgraded PGA-branded La-
guna Golf Academy, we are all
geared to welcoming the pro-
fessional golfers of the first
Singha Phuket Open,” said Mr
Paul Wilson, AVP, Group Golf
Director.

“Several homegrown golfers

also played in the tournament,
emphasizing Laguna Golf
Phuket and Asian Development
Tour’s shared commitment of
developing the game in Asia
and inspiring junior golfers by
providing great platforms for
them to learn and grow,” Mr
Wilson added.

— Phuket Gazette
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Arigtocrats of waterways

““1 Gardening

By Patrick Campbell

MOST of Thailand has high
annual rainfall and Phuketisno
exception, asanyone who lives
here through the monsoon can
testify. But like al natives of
hot countries, Thaishave aspe-
cial reverence for water and its
vital rolein life.

One of theimpulses behind
Songkranisto cleanse and re-
new, to herald the onset of the
new rains that will bring sus-
tenance to the parched earth.
This respect isrelated to rice,
the staple food and lifeline of
all Thais, and the single most
important contributor to the
Kingdom’s economy.

Why rice? Because suc-
cessful production of the
cereal is reliant on water: all
those marshy paddy fields are
testament to its dependence
on a constant supply of H20
in the growing season from
May to November.

Unsurprisingly then, aquatic
plants are a prominent feature
of Thailand's floral landscape
— more so than in Europe or
America. Take the lotus
(nelumbo nucifera), which is
the national flower, not of Thai-
land, but of Indiaand Vietnam.
However, it is a constant pres-
ence here in lakes, water
gardens and decorative pots.

In fact, the lotus is central
to Buddhist iconography: dei-
ties are often depicted seated
on a lotus flower; the divine
one apparently caused lotuses
to burst into bloom wherever
he walked. Most important of
all, the lotus is one of the
eight auspicious signs of Bud-
dha — a symbol of cosmic
harmony or spiritual illumina-
tion.

| first encountered the plant
many years ago in London
when | bought the seed heads
for inclusion in an arrange-
ment of dried flowers. These
massive heads aretruly exotic,
resembling the pierced spout
of a watering can. But even
these are upstaged by the fat
pink or white buds which de-
velop into blooms up to 20cm
across.

In Phuket, | have never rel-
egated this marvel to the
kitchen garden, though every-
thing is edible — flowers,
seeds, leaves, even the rhi-
zomes. Instead, | planted a
couple, Thai style, in water-
proof earthenware pots, half
filled with the rich, glutinous
mud sold at nurseries — and

of cosmic harmony or spiritual illumination. Photo: Jon Sullivan

watched them grow.

A couple of provisos. The
leaves may turn brown and
rusty-looking at the edges. If
so, you can easily snap the
brittle stalks off. Secondly, the
lotusisaheavy feeder and will
need special fertilizer every
couple of weeks. But it is
worth the trouble.

To those of us who hail
from the West, water lilies
[nympheas] are much morefa
miliar presences, in part
because some varieties thrive
in temperate conditions that
would spell death to the exotic
lotus.

There must be few goldfish
ponds in England without a
complement of lilies. Moreover,
they have beenimmortalized for
art loversby French Impression-
ist Claude Monet who created
more than two hundred paint-
ings based on the water liliesin
his garden.

But if these plants are not
revered here as the lotus is,
they are still regarded as key
players in any aquatic land-
scape. Indeed, there is a Thai
book devoted entirely to wa-
ter lilies, all 150 colorful
hybrids.

You can grow them here in
wide pots — as you can the lo-
tus — but although they are
generaly sold in thisway, they
look better infish-ponds where
their floating pads have plenty
of room for maneuver.

Wherethelily wins over the
lotusisinits exceptional range
of colors; onthe other hand, the
lotus scores both because of its
fragrance and because it
blooms well clear of the water
on graceful stems, and so needs

amuch smaller surface area.
It will happily grace a vase-
shaped container.

= =

Fruit festival hdd to

Pt

& L] i

promote local produce
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PHUKET Grocery held a fruit
festival at its outlet in Phuket
Town from May 22-26. The
opening ceremony was chaired
by Decha Phetwong, chief of
Phuket’s Office of Commercial
Affairs.

Phuket Grocery General
Manager Thavich Boonpraser
said that the purpose of theevent
was to support and promote lo-
cal agricultural products to
Thais and foreigners.

Some of the activities at the

naulUnainudnoud

PHUKET BOAT LAGOON CO,, LTD.

B 22/1 Moo 2, The

ol K:

A giant durian served as the festival centerpiece. Photo: Phuket PR

festival included fruit carving
and watermelon eating compe-
titions with cash prizes of more
than 10,000 baht. A giant durian
served as the festival center-
piece and was a popular photo
prop for shoppers.

Mr Decha praised the estab-
lishment for providing
customerswith achanceto pur-
chasefruits at reasonable prices
and showcasing the potential
and value of local products.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

28-29 (11.6..) April 2017
26-27 (w.n.) May 2017

Friday & Saturday From 6.00pm: 1ill-10.00pm
at Lagoon Quay

WUNUULIOIOUAS 9IK1S uazAudunratgsuiuy
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ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

RAWAI

STUDIO CONDO
30 sq meters, AC, king-sized
bed, kitchenette, parking, 50"
TV, cable and internet. Near
restaurant, laundry and ATM.
6,000 baht per month. Tel: 1
808 283 4188. Email:
mauigreg @ hotmail.com

PATONG OCEAN VIEW
CONDO

Studio condo, 9th floor. City,
mountain and ocean views. AC
balcony, kitchenette, security
and parking. 15,000 baht per
month for long term. Tel: 1 808
283 4188. Email:
mauigreg @ hotmail.com

PATONG
5,000 BAHT / MONTH

Very large ensuite room with
balcony, utilities and kitchen
available, and apartment
available, at sensible long-
term rate in Patong. 10 min-
utes to beach and to
Jungceylon. Only 5,000
baht plus electricity monthly.
Also weekly. Negotiable
rates. Tel: 081-082 2897 (En-
glish & Thai).

PATONG
TOWER CONDOS
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email:
phuketitalianaimmobiliare

@gmail.com

PHUKET VIEW POINT

Sugar Palm Residence,
Suan Luang. Top floor (11th).
Corner unit. Panoramic view.
Park, city, mountain and sea
views. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 balconies. 96sgm.
Part furnished. Asking price:
4.7 million baht. Tel: 089-593
8690, 088-762 3837. Email:
ruen_narayan @hotmail.
com

LUXURY 140SQM
APARTMENT
FOR RENT

INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Luxury 3-storey, swimming
pool, walled garden house.
Standing in a very nice posi-
tion between Rawai and Nai
Harn area, all in a 5-minute
drive to the nice beach. Op-
tional to be 5 bedrooms and
bathrooms with a separate
maid's room. Large outside
living area with 740sqm of
land. For sale at 12 million
baht. Tel: 095-061 2868.

LONG TERM RENT
1-2 Bedrooms house, start
from 7,000 baht/month. Quiet
area, free wifi in Chalong /
Panwa area. Tel: 081-892
4311. Website: http://
palaigreen.weebly.com

CONDO FOR SALE

Royal place condo, 3fl at the comer with swimming
pool view, 45sgm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 0856-476%9612 | annancoil @hotmail.com

DELUXE BEACHFRONT
CONDO

Kalim, Patong, service apart-

ment, 2 bedrooms, pool,

lounge, kitchen. Many facili-

ties. Tel: 081-8920 038.

HOUSE WITH POOL
14,000 BAHT / MONTH

Furnished, aircon, kitchen,
free cable TV & internet,
swimming pool, green area.
Located at Welcome Inn
Villa Rawai. Tel: 089-475
1200 (English & Thai).
Email: info@welcomeinn
villa.com, http://welcome
innvilla.com

CONDO-BUILDING
MANAGEMENT
Professional condominium
property management, CJP
services provided. With /
without rental scheme by
hoteliers. Send email to

gmseasia @ gmail.com

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB

200m to Bang; -Tao Beac LUXURY 2BR VILLAAQUA LOVEIEY(-)%{PQE;!'\-" ENTS Newly renovated Phuket golf

SERVICE APARTMENT among Laguna Hotels. SAMUI Pl tact 081-539 9612 course view condo: 58sqm,
KATHU Great direct discount please |  Directfrom owner, 180sqm with in- 08e7a_s6%c§0n a;: 475 Email. | 1-69 million baht. Located in

FOR RENT contact Tel: 076-324404. | finity pool and ocean views at : | Kathu, Phuket Country

' . ; chrispalmer56 @ gmail.com
1 or 2 bedrooms, plus du- www.casuarinashores.info Chaweng Beach. Lowestprice 10.9 Web ,Eor further ingformation, Club. Tel: 062-448 4825 (En-

. million baht. Location: Koh Samui . . lish).
ngxrig?r:cr)gegéso ?vgg?%kér:g Thailand. Tel: 086-547 5217 (English). please see our website at http:/ glish)
dotail. Tel: 076-203208. 081 Email: jeansilom @ gmail.com /pukeyometc2.web.fc2.com/
Qo 0.038. ) 02(2); gg“_IS_E phuketcondorent.htm
Anhigh-grade house, furnished, FR%%EIE)T.BSCAC%EDO FOR SALE PHUKET + BKK LUXURY GERMAN
THAIPOOL VILLA minutes from RawaiandNai- |, |y 5 - 'Seaview Condoof  Land of 465 sqm/2.9 million baht. POOL VILLA

Harn. 2 large bedrooms,
ensuite bathrooms, aircon.
One guest toilet. Large living

NAIHARN
Luxury private 2-bedroom villa in
Soi Naya. Price: 37,500 baht per

Serenity - Rawai. 3 floor. Shop rent:
18,000 baht + more.Webhttp://
www.stefan.asia Tel: 081-846 7770

80sgm on 15th floor. Freehold.
Walking distance to beach, shop-
ping mall and Bangla. Selling price:

month. Web: https:/sites.google. | /diningroom. Telephoneand | gz Lo o o 0eta785199  (English & - Thai).  Email:
com/site/mervyncrocker/home internet. 20,000 baht/month. ' L ' stefan@stefan.asia
" Tel: 081-895 3043, 061-692 | 081-396 0880 (English). Email:
3654. reallifeproperty @ gmail.com
RAWAIVILLA s CAPE YAMU
FOR RENT EA VIEW VILLA

5 MINS WALK 4 bedrooms, pool, garden Urgent sale by owner:
HOUSE FOR RENT TO SURIN BEACH ] 90,000 per ﬁqgnth: gose tc; Luxury Villa with floor area of
NAIHARN BEACH Rare! Shophouse/ office/ resi- school Tel: 086-2796283, Email 420sqm and land of approx
B ol dence in prime location. 3 rdcapeheights @gmail.com 800sgm. High perimeter wall
storeys, 4 beds, 4 baths, 240 with sliding gates. 6 bed-

sgm. Asking 5.5 million baht.

rooms, 7 bathrooms, maid

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

Quiet, modern, furnished 2 and
4 bedrooms with ensuite bath-
rooms. Kitchen, aircon, internet,
TV. 700m from Nai Yang Beach.
Starts at 15,000 baht/month
(long term). For more informa-
tion, please call 081-837 5774
(English), 092-431 5962 (En-
glish & Thai).

Tel: 088-264 3830. Email:

and guest apartments. Salt-
orawan_ramsay @yahoo.co.uk

water pool with jet-stream,
spa with sauna, rooftop
jacuzzi and massage room.
Chanote freehold. Can be
sold with holding company.
Price: 18.9 million baht. Tel:
062-985 1024 (Thai), 061-
219 9378, 087-110 5399
(Eng). Email: info@blue

LAND FOR SALE

34 rai or 2 plots of 17 rai. Cha-
note. Mountain and sea view.
Easy access at Cherng Talay.
Price: 3.5 million baht per rai.
Located in Cherng Talay. Tel: 089-
729 6244.

4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms.
Short/long-term available.
LINE ID: dallas26. Tel: 085-
392 6666. Email: dchaibut
@gmail.com com

2-3 bedrooms, Pool, for long
term or short term rent, from
25,000 baht. Tel: 089-9725378.
Email: coldplay66 @ hotmail.
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JOBS /RECRUITMENT

Phuket Gazette

ACCOUNTANT

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the
following position:

» Thai national, aged 22 years up
» Bachelor's degree in Accounting
» Some fluency in spoken and written English

Good salary for the right candidate.
Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV by email to
Anna@phukelpazette.net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79194 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew, A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-615244 Ext. 102 Fax: 076-615240

WHEELS
&

MOTORS

1ZUZU DMAX 3.0 PICK-UP
2008, automatic, 147,000 km, 4WD,
black, leather seats. Price: 395,000
baht. Tel: 095-423 8248 (English).
Email: nordljus @hotmail.com

CAR FOR RENT

Short or long term rental with
first class insurance. Delivery
service. Tel: 083-104 1206.
Email: bcarrent@hotmail.com

CAR FOR RENT

500 BAHT / DAY
Isuzu Dmax, Highlander, 4
doors, 2500CC, year 2008,
manual gear. Located in Rawai.
Tel: 084-400 2668, 081-415
4883. Email: kp20025 @ gmail.
com

2009 FORD FOCUS
GHIA

Excellent condition, 63,000km,
silver grey, beige leather interior.
Automatic, Ford serviced,
310,000 baht. Tel: 096-809-
9350 (English).

PART TIME
TRAVEL BLOGGER
Seeking copywriter based in
Phuket to write blog and social
media posts. Photography
skills are a plus. Must be flu-
ent in English speaking and
writing. Tel: 086-025 0604 (En-

glish).

ARTHOUSE
REAL ESTATE
Sales and Marketing coordi-
nator wanted. Job entails
working in the real estate in-
dustry, liaising with govern-
ment offcials for company ad-
ministrative work and other
matters related to sales and
marketing. Thai Nationality.
Good command of spoken
and written English and good
level of computer literacy. To
apply, please send a full re-
sume to info @arthouse.asia

Tel: 089-594 6888.

LOOKING FOR
CHINESE STAFF

A Phuket-based real estate
company is looking to hire a
Chinese national with knowl-
edge of the local real estate
market. The candidate must
be fluentin Chinese. Our office
is located in Rawai. To apply,
please send your CV to
tati@ phuketbuyhouse.com
Tel: 093-575 5566 (English).

GENERAL

CLASSIFIEDS

BULLETINS

Aleoholice
Anonvmous

If you want to drink
that is your business

ORI

{0107}
HTAISOITS]

Daily Meetings
Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763

084-307 7408

Email: phuketza@yahoo_com
G{}Qgh: www.aaphuket.org

cLUB
MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE

Property Office Administrator

Qualification:
e Filipino
e Age: 24-30
e Male or Female
e Good sense of responsibility
® Friendly and flexible
e [ ove writing

Job Description:
e Write about and describe properties and add to
our website
® Deal with partners' contracts with property projects
in Phuket and overseas by phone
® Post articles and products on social media as
assigned

Benefits:
® Salary: 20,000 baht
® \Work permit provided
® Yearly bonus
® Annual inbound or outbound trip and staff party

Working days: Mon - Fri, Day off: Sat - Sun and
public holidays. Working hours: 09.00 AM.- 17.00 PM.

Contact: 098-989 6915 (Anya)
email: araya@gorentbuygroup.com

PCC
PHUKET COUNTRY
CLUB
Lifetime family membership.
440,000 baht. Price includes
transfer fee. Located in Kathu.
Tel: 076-319956, 088-760 5252
(English), 096-842 7514 (En-

glish & Thai).

BOATS

&
MARINE

WOOD WORK

Allforwood and more: Boat repairs,
Teak decks, Houses, Building
renovations. Built-in furniture for
homes, offices, restaurants. Tel:

081-271 3228 (English & Thai)
081-968 3118 (English & Thai)

Fax076-319009. Email: info@
procarpentering.com

Phuket Gazette

Reporter Wanted: Looking for a fun, enthusiastic
and confident individual to join Phuket's main
English-language media team,

REPORTER

(] Thai national

(] Must have strong communication skills and a
desire to help improve Phuket

[ Experience preferred, but not necessary
(opportunity to learn on the job)

(] Reasonable command of spoken and
written English

Competitive salary for the right candidate.
Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV by email to
Anna@PhuketGazette.net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew A. Muang, Phuket 83000

Mobile: 086-476 9612

Tel: 076-615244 Ext 102
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Coadt to coast In search of culture

By Zohaib Sikander

HIS Excellency Jaime Nualart
is currently the Ambassador of
Mexico to Thailand. Born in
Mexico City in 1952, Amb
Nualart remembers his child-
hood with fondness.

“l went to a good school
and was among the top three
students of my class. | had
good friends, but | was also
very shy. That is perhaps the
reason my mother decided to
enroll my three siblings and |
in art school.”

An avid puppeteer, the am-
bassador learnt this skill at art
schooal.

“1 entered my puppetsinthe-
ater performances at school, as
| was too shy to perform in
front of an audience myself. |
had aclose friend in class with
me (who is now one of the
most recognized Mexican au-
thors) who was aso very shy,”
Amb Nualart says.

“We were both encouraged
to overcome our shyness and
stage fright by one of the pro-
fessors in the school, who
groomed us and helped us be-
come more confident.”

Amb Nualart then went on
to study journalism at univer-

sity and worked in television,
cinema, radio and education.
Helater joined the National In-
stitute of Fine Artsin Mexico,
where hewasin charge of pub-
lic relations and dissemination
of programs. He has also
worked with the Mexico City
Philharmonic Orchestra and
handled promotion, public re-
lations and international tours
al over South America, North
America, Europe and Asia.

“| started travelling a lot
which gave me the chance to
learn about other cultures and
countries. That's what led me
tojoin the Ministry of External
Affairs in 1982,” says Amb
Nualart.

“The same year | went to
Japan and worked at the Mexi-
can Embassy in Tokyo for five
years. Those were wonderful
times, both in my personal and
professional life. | was in
charge of cultura activitiesand
promoted Mexican art and cul-
ture in Japan.”

The ambassador takes a
keen interest in all sorts of art
manifestations, from ancient
and classical to contemporary
art, performing arts, even fash-
ion and gastronomy.

During his stay in Japan, the

things he loved the most were
Japanese art, food and culture.

“1 learnt about Japanese the-
ater, such as ‘kabuki’, a very
sophisticated form of art ex-
pression called ‘noh’ whichis
the most ancient, elaborate and
aristocratic form of Japanese
theater. | used to go to the the-
ater every Sunday where | met
one of the living national trea-
sures of Japan, the director and
actor at one of the noh schools,
and | even became the first
Westerner to ever perform on
that stage,” he says.

Amb Nualart also loves cui-
sine from other countries he
haslivedin, including Thailand
and India

“1 believefood traditionsare
something that help usidentify
with other cultures,” says Amb
Nualart.

Mexican and Thai authori-
ties are now considering
opening an honorary Mexican
consulate in Phuket.

“The Mexican Embassy in
Thailand was established nearly
40 years ago. However, more
than 25,000 Mexicans visit
Phuket and nearby islands ev-
ery year, so we want to have a
honorary consulate here as a
reference point to help resolve

any issues they face during
their stay,” Amb Nualart says.

Mexico and Thailand have
alwaysenjoyed strong relations
and the ambassador is con-
fident that they will
prosper further in the fu-
ture.

“1 have been working |4
with Thai authoritiesand
institutions such as uni- |
versities and research "
centers regarding matters
that are significant for
both countries.
These include
health, food se-
curity and
climate
change. We
are also start-
ing a part-
nership with
the Univer- |
sity of Khon
Kaen in the |
field of edible
insects,” says
Amb Nualart.

“Wehavebi-
lateral trade
worth morethan
6 billion dollars
with Thailand and
this number isris-
ing sharply. We

i
i

trade in manufactured goods,
rice, electronic components and
auto parts, to name afew things.
I’m convinced that Mexico’sfu-
ture role in the world is
alongthesamelinesas
countries in the Asia
Pacific or USA. We
all share the Pacific
Ocean, where the
most dynamic eco-
nomies of the world
are located.”

RESIDENCES

NEW LAGOON PHASE

LAUNCHED!

YOUR HAVEN BY THE SEA
AN OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IN ONE OF
PHUKET'S FINAL ABSOLUTE BEACHFRONT PROPERTIES

ISSMN 1905 - 8268

SHOW UNIT NOW OPEN AT info@lagunaproperty.com
THE LAGUNA LIFESTYLE HUB www.angsanaresidences.com

+66 (0)76 362 333
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