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‘MORE ROADS WON’T EASE TRAFFIC WITHOUT PROPER MANAGEMENT’

    Phuket  to receive
B71bn to tackle its
burgeoning traffic
woes, improve roads

Live coral
planted at
artificial reef
off Phuket
LIVE natural coral was added
to an artificial coral reef in
Koh Mai Thon by the Depart-
ment of Marine and Coastal
Resources, following a ma-
rine expert’s announcement
about the success of the coral
restoration project there.
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Mr Arkhom said that regardless of how much money is invested in infrastructure, the traffic
situation will not improve if there is a lack of proper management. Photo: Gazette file

Xterra and AMA present
‘Xterra Off Road Triathlon
and Trail Run’ 2017.
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By Kritsada Mueanhawong

PHUKET is slated to receive 71 billion
baht in infrastructure funding, with an
emphasis on improving traffic manage-
ment and chalking out effective solutions
for the island’s growing traffic woes, the
Ministry of Transport announced on
March 20.

Transport Minister Arkhom Termpittay-
apaisith held a meeting at Phuket Boat
Lagoon with relevant officers to discuss
details of the plan.

“Phuket has one of the highest economic
growth rates, mostly from tourism, which
brings more visitors to the island. How-
ever, there is only one main road to enter
and exit, namely Thepkrasattri Road. Pub-
lic transport is not good enough, so most
people use their own private vehicles. This
causes frequent traffic jams and exacer-
bates traffic congestion in Phuket,” said
Mr Arkhom.

“We are aware of these problems and
are actively working to help improve
Phuket. A few of the mega-projects that
we have undertaken in the past include the
Samkong and Darasamuth underpasses, as
well as the Khlong Koh Pee Bridge. Addi-
tionally, Bang Koo underpass will be ready
by August this year – Chalong and airport
underpasses will also be completed soon.

“We also have plans for two flyovers –
one at Mud Dok Khao junction near Phuket
International airport and another at Baan
Yee Teng in Koh Kaew. In total, there will
be five underpasses and two flyovers in
Phuket,” he added.

However, Mr Arkhom pointed out that
with the exponential growth of locals, tour-
ists and long-term residents in Phuket, even
these projects would not be enough to sus-
tain Phuket traffic.

“As you can see, even though Samkong
and Darasamuth underpasses are already
fully functional, the traffic situation is still
terrible,” he said.

Nearly 44 per cent of the budget, or 31bn
baht, is to be utilized for the long-awaited,
multi-billion baht light rail project. Mr
Arkhom said that a detailed Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment (EIA) proposal
would be ready for submission by the end
of this year.

About 18 per cent of the budget, or 13bn
baht, will go toward the construction of the
Sakoo-Koh Kaew Road. Construction of
this 22-kilometer long thoroughfare is un-
der consideration, with a proposal to be
submitted to cabinet by next year.

About 12bn baht is to be set aside for
airport development, including construction
and improvement of a parking area for taxis.

The rest of the funds – about 15bn baht
– will be invested in the Patong tunnel
(also known as the Kathu-Patong express-
way). The Expressway Authority of
Thailand is studying the project and work-
ing on a proposal for the project’s EIA at
the moment, which is expected to be ready
for submission by next year.

“It is worth spending this money to im-
prove infrastructure in Phuket, especially

if we compare it to how much the prov-
ince earns each year, which is about
300-400bn baht,” said Mr Arkhom.

“However, most importantly, we wish
to emphasize improvement in the traffic
management system. Regardless of how
much money we invest in infrastructure,
the traffic situation will not improve if
there is a lack of proper management.
Building more roads does not mean that
the traffic issue will automatically be re-
solved,” he added.

Mr Arkhom urged local officials to
come up with better traffic management
strategies, especially while construction of
the new projects is ongoing.

“This is especially important. Commut-
ers will face a lot of inconvenience, so we
have to discuss the problems beforehand
and find a solution to ease the flow of traf-
fic during rush hours,” he said.

“We are open to suggestions for im-
provement and are always ready to support
Phuket in any capacity, as it is a world-
renowned tourist destination and upholds
the reputation of Thailand.”
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Much needed rain brings
unwanted destruction

Canadian man
found dead in
condo room

Two-headed
calf brings
luck in lottery

Partygoers flip
SUV near local
gas station

Police partially closed Cherng Talay’s Srisoonthorn Road last week as power poles fell onto the road
following heavy rains in the area. They were tentatively fixed. No damage to vehicles or injuries were
reported. The incident, however, caused an area-wide blackout. Although power was soon restored,
some people complained about not having any electricity for as long as six hours. Photo: Winai Sarot

Ukranian totals
car, lands in
intensive care

Provinces join
hands for
mutual benefit

A 49-YEAR-OLD Canadian
tourist was found dead in a
condo in Kathu on March 21.
The deceased, Dean Kelsey
Chapman, is believed to have
been dead for at least two days
before his body was discovered.

Capt Wichoti Meephop of
Kathu Police received a report of
the incident at about 11am from
‘Plus Condo 1’. He said that
there was a peculiar smell out-
side the room. Officers found the
victim lying face up on the bed.

Police also found a cellphone
on his chest, together with a list
of hospital emergency numbers.
A ‘Tripadvisor Travel Corre-
spondent’ ID card was also
found in his room, in addition
to medicines and vitamins.

“There was blood on Mr
Chapman’s face, but we found
no sign of a struggle on his
body,” Capt Wichoti said.

A travel agent told police that
Mr Chapman had arrived late last
year and was due to return to
Alberta on March 31. He was
reportedly suffering from cancer.

A security guard said that he
had not seen him for 2 days.

Police have yet to learn the
cause of death as the body is
being examined by doctors at
Vachira Phuket Hospital. At
this stage, they believe that it
was due to health issues.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

YET another ‘drowsy’ driver
and his two passengers were
injured on March 19 when
their vehicle overturned near
a Koh Kaew gas station.

“We found an upside down
Honda CRV stuck to a power

pole near the PTT station on
Thepkrasattri Road. All three
occupants were trapped inside
the car and rescue workers had
to use Jaws of Life to cut them
loose,” said Capt Udom Petch-
arat of Phuket City Police.

After the SUV was lifted
from the footpath, police dis-
covered a flattened saleng
(motorbike with a sidecar) that
had been parked at the spot.

Witnesses saw the SUV
speeding on the right lane. It
suddenly cut to the left, jumped
the curb and crashed into the
saleng and power pole.

The 37-year-old driver, Prawit
Prakanpai, was returning from a
staff party with two friends.

– Winai Sarot

A UKRAINIAN woman was
critically injured in a horrific
car crash in Kathu on March 16.

“The accident occurred at
about 6:30pm on Phra Phuket
Kaew Road, near Bang Jak gas
station. At the scene, we found a
severely damaged black Toyota
Vios with the roof almost entirely
blown off,” said Capt Watthana
Bamrungthin of Kathu Police.

“Kateryna Mizerniuk, 26,
was stuck in the driver’s seat.
She was unconscious and
drenched in blood,” he added.

Ms Mizerniuk was later
transferred to Bangkok Hospi-
tal Phuket where she remains
in the Intensive Care Unit.

“According to witness, she
was heading back from Patong
and was driving at high speed.
She lost control of her vehicle
at a bend in the road, hitting the
median, a bike and an electric
pole,” said Capt Watthana.

The motorcyclist, Anongat
Thongsorn, 30, sustained minor
injuries and was taken to
Vachira Phuket Hospital.

Four other vehicles were
also slightly damaged, but no
other injuries were reported.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

PHUKET and Nakhon Sri
Thammarat signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding on March
17, titled ‘Imagine Nakhon Sri
Thammarat & Phuket 2017: A
new Economic and Tourism Co-
operation Development’.

The MOU was signed at
Provincial Hall by Phuket Gov-

ernor Chokchai Dejamornthan
and Nakhon Sri Thammarat
Govenor Chamroen Tipaya-
pongtada, with government and
private sector officials.

“The purpose of this coop-
eration is to improve the
economy and tourism of both
provinces. Each has their own
unique strengths and weak-
ness,” said Gov Chokchai.

“By entering into a partner-
ship, we can improve our overall
image as tourist destinations. In
addition, we will exchange
OTOP products, which will
boost the local economies of
both provinces,” he added.

– Kongleaphy Keam

Man dies as
tailgating van
runs him over

A TWO-headed calf born in
Krabi on March 17 has risen to
fame after the owner said the
animal brought her luck while
in the womb, reported Sanook.

The conjoined twins were
stillborn with two heads, six
legs and two tails at the house
of Ms Samrong, who resides in
Klong Thom district.

Ms Samrong said that she
had already won prizes in the
lottery three times. She also said
she will have it stuffed, treated
with formalin and put in a glass
box to be kept at Wat Tru Toey.

– Phuket Gazette

POLICE are trying to identify
a Thai man died after he fell
from his bike and was hit by a
van in Karon on March 16.

“The accident took place on
the uphill road from Chalong to
Karon. At the scene, we found
a man aged 30-35 years, lying
in the middle of the road, with
no identification documents on
him,” said Capt Channarong
Prakongkua of Karon Police.

The victim was pronounced
dead at Chalong Hospital.

“Witnesses said that the vic-
tim was driving very fast when
he suddenly fell off his bike.
They said it seemed like he lost
control due to slippery road con-
ditions,” said Capt Channarong.

“The van driver was behind
him, but could not brake in
time and ended up hitting him
right after he fell,” Capt
Channarong added.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Over 250 pieces of coral were added to the artificial reef in Koh Mai
Thon. Photo: Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

More coral added to reef
as growth plans succeed

Defunct travel company
assets all sold off at last

The auction was held at Phuket City Municipality. Photo: Phuket PR

THE Anti-Money Laundering
Office (AMLO) has sold all of
Tranlee Travel Co’s assets, 151
items in all, after four auctions
yielded total revenue of only
204 million baht (approx US$6
million).

The last auction was held on
March 20 at Phuket City Mu-
nicipality, where the company’s
last 15 buses priced from
420,000 baht to 1,250,000 baht
were sold off.

Pawornan Thamanyatanan
of the AMLO led the auction,
and was joined by other rel-
evant officers.

The buses were valued at
about 15 million baht, but sold

for a profit at 18.47mn baht.
“All the company’s assets

sold out within six months and
brought in a combined ‘profit’
of about 30mn,” said Mr
Pawornan. However, the defi-
nition of ‘profit’ remains
unclear.

Tranlee was an established,
full-function tour service pro-
vider in Phuket until July last
year when police arrested a se-
nior director and shareholder
for allegedly faking two Thai
national ID cards used to reg-
ister the business. The company
was also found guilty of offer-
ing zero baht tours.

– Kongleaphy Keam

By Kongleaphy Keam

MORE than 250 pieces of live
natural coral (coralline algae)
were added to an artificial coral
reef in Koh Mai Thon by the
Department of Marine and
Coastal Resources (DMCR) on
the weekend of March 18.

The event was chaired by
Kasem Sukwaree, chief of the
Phuket office of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment (MNRE). More than
150 people attended the cer-
emony, including DMCR and
Navy officers, tourism opera-
tors on Koh Mai Thon,
volunteer divers and students.

Last week, an expert from
the Phuket Marine Biological
Center stated that a decades-
long coral restoration project at
Koh Mai Thon had yielded sig-
nificant improvements in
marine life in the area.

“The coral we used is about
a year old. We took it from
places where it grew natu-
rally, mainly ports. For
instance, this lot is mostly
from Ao Po Grand Marina,”

said Suchat Rattanaruengsri
of the DMCR Region 6.

“We only used those that
were ready for breeding, so
they can grow more,” Mr
Suchat added.

Mr Suchat added that natu-
ral coralline algae is becoming
rarer, as it sells for a high price
and people often cut it off for

their own profit.
“It’s illegal to touch or harm

coral, which is a protected spe-
cies. We are asking for the
public’s cooperation in this
matter – please inform us if you
see anyone cutting or damag-
ing coral, so we can all work
together to preserve nature,”
said Mr Suchat.

POLICE are hunting for a sus-
pect who stole gold from at
least two jewelry stores in
Wichit and Phuket Town ear-
lier this month.

The woman’s face was cap-
tured by CCTV cameras at
both stores. She is believed to
be about 30 years old and at
least 150cm tall.

The footage was shared on
various social media forums,
including LINE groups, in or-
der to warn other store owners
to be careful.

The latest incident took
place on March 18, when she
entered a gold shop named
‘Yong Dee’ in Wichit.

CCTV footage showed her
browsing around the shop,
looking at various items of jew-
elry. As soon as the store
attendant turned away, she
swiped a 15g gold necklace and
put it in her pocket before leav-
ing the store.

The store attendant only
learnt about the missing neck-
lace that evening, when she was
counting inventory before clos-
ing the shop for the night.

She then filed an official
complaint and submitted the

Police hunt for jewelry thief

The suspect’s face was captured by CCTV cameras at both the stores
she stole from. Photo: Wichit Police

CCTV footage as evidence to
Wichit Police Station.

The owner of another store,
‘Ying Jaroen’, in Talad Nue
also filed a complaint against
her at Phuket City Police Sta-
tion on March 17. This time
too, the suspect’s face was cap-
tured on CCTV.

Col Sermpan Sirikong,
deputy commander of Phuket
Provincial Police, called offic-
ers from both police stations to
discuss the issue.

“We will check CCTV foot-

age from nearby public areas to
find out where she went. We
already know her face and ve-
hicle licence plate number, so
we are sure we’ll find her soon.
We have also provided her de-
scription and information to
officers at Tah Chat Chai
checkpoint, so they can arrest
her in case she tries to leave
Phuket,” said Col Sermpan.

“If anyone sees her, please
call 191 to inform us immedi-
ately,” he added.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Hotel, tour operators
display wares in Berlin
ABOUT 28 hotel and tourism
operators from the Andaman
region participated in the ‘Inter-
national Tourism Bourse (ITB)
2017’ event held from March 1-
12 in Berlin, Germany.

Phuket Governor Chokchai
Dejamornthan, Phuket Tourist
Association (PTA) President
Sathirapong Na Takuatoong,
OrBorJor Phuket and Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT)
officials attended the event.

Her Royal Highness Prin-
cess Ubolratana also visited the
Phuket booth at the event.

The team displayed tourism
related products and services
from all parts of Thailand. They
also emphasized tourism-re-
lated facilities, such as airports
and hospitals.

Phuket, Krabi and Phang
Nga also signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
titled ‘Andaman One for All’ to
broaden their appeal to the Eu-
ropean market.

“The special thing about this
year’s event is the MOU.
Phuket is the top market for
European tourists already, and

I think this cooperation will
generate an even greater re-
sponse from tourists,” said PTA
President Sathirapong.

“They will know that they
have more choices and destina-
tions to travel to. They will
enjoy full-option tourism, in-
cluding beaches, nature,
culture, food and the like. This
will increase their length of
stay, leading to more money
flowing into the Andaman
area,” he added.

TAT estimates that Russians
and Germans are among the top
five visitors to Phuket.

“Our strategy is to focus on
the ‘luxury groups’, such as mar-
ried couples as well as marina
and sport enthusiasts. I think they
spend considerable amounts,”
said Anoma Wongyai, director of
TAT Phuket.

European operators, in turn,
suggested areas for improvement
to Phuket officials. One of the
major concerns for their tourists,
they said, is a viable public trans-
port system, as opposed to
expensive taxis and tuk-tuks.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Teacher turns
herself in after
killing partner

North engulfed
in haze

‘Minor joke’
about bomb
threat causes
major delays

A FEMALE teacher turned her-
self in to police at midnight on
March 19 after she allegedly
strangled her tomboy partner in
a fit of jealousy in Chiang Mai.

After her surrender, Chanpen
Chartkulwanit was taken to re-
enact the killing of partner
Chanasnon Thongbamrung.

Ms Chanpen told police she
was a teacher and travelled to
Chiang Mai the previous day to
take an exam. She stayed there
with her partner, Ms Chanasnon.

However, she quarrelled with
Ms Chanasnon out of suspicion
that her partner had a relation-
ship with another woman.

She jumped on Ms Chana-
snon and attempted to strangle
her. She said she didn’t realize
her partner had died when she
stopped struggling.

Ms Chanpen left the house
to consult a friend and turned
herself in at midnight.

Vets unable to
save sea turtle

SUVARNABHUMI Interna-
tional Airport officials have
filed charges with police
against a 14-year-old boy for
“joking” that he was carrying
a bomb while boarding a Thai
Smile flight to Chiang Rai on
March 19.

His remark caused long de-
lays for both his flight and the
return flight from Chiang Rai,
resulting in hundreds of passen-
gers being left stranded at
Suvarnabhumi Airport and
Chiang Rai International Airport.

When he was about to board
the Bangkok-Chiang Rai flight,
he said he was carrying the
bomb, causing security offi-
cials to search the plane.

The boy was returning from
the Philippines with a group of
31 students and teachers under
a cultural exchange project.

He was carrying his belong-
ings in both hands and his
boarding pass was in the right
pocket of his jacket. When a
flight attendant offered to re-
move the boarding pass from his

pocket he said: “Please be care-
ful. There’s a bomb inside.”

The flight attendant,
Manasnan Dongriengkaj, im-
mediately informed the captain,
who in turn alerted the security
centre of Suvarnabhumi Air-
port. The boarding process was
suspended immediately.

Passengers who had boarded
the plane were evacuated and
all bags were checked for ex-
plosives. The plane took off at
11:20pm, whereas it was origi-
nally scheduled to leave at
6:45pm.

FOREST fires and unauthorized
outdoor burning continued to
create health-affecting haze in
Northern Thailand on March 20.

According to a Pollution
Control Department report, Mae
Hong Son province had the
highest level of small particulate
matter of up to 10 microns in
diameter (PM10) at 178 micro-
grams per cubic meter followed
by Lampang’s Mae Mo district
at 123mcg. The safe level of
PM10 is under 120mcg.

Chiang Mai reported 37 lo-
cations as fire hotspots while
Mae Hong Son reported 31,
Tak 26, Nan 20 and Phrae 17.

Russian nabbed
for drug crimes
A RUSSIAN man, wanted for a
drug case in his home country
under an Interpol warrant, is in
police custody following a recent
crackdown on Eastern European
gangsters and other ‘shady’ fig-
ures at eastern tourist destina-
tions – particularly Pattaya.

As the suspect Mikhail
Kriventsov’s passport had al-
ready been cancelled and he
was likely overstaying his Thai
visa, Interpol contacted Thai
police and asked them to locate
and arrest him – initially for the
overstaying offence – and keep
him in custody, a police source
at the Immigration Bureau said
on March 20.

THERE was no miracle for
Ormsin, the sea turtle that be-
came world-famous after op-
erations by Thai veterinarians
to try to save her. The 25-year-
old turtle died ‘peacefully’ on
March 21, having never
woken from a coma after a

second round of surgery last
weekend.

“At 10:10am, she went in
peace,” said a tearful Dr
Nantarika Chansue, chief sur-
geon of the team that removed
915 coins from the turtle. The
discovery of so many coins in
her stomach led to her being
called “Ormsin”, or ‘Piggy
bank’ in Thai.

“She is my friend, teacher
and patient. Thank you for be-
ing my friend,” she said in a
press briefing to announce
Ormsin’s death. The turtle died
due to complications from the
operations, she said.

The doctor ’s Facebook

page, which featured constant
updates on Ormsin’s condi-
tion from the start of her
medical care, was flooded
with condolence notes from
animal lovers who expressed
moral support to Dr Nantarika
and her team. One user, Poy
Poy, wrote: “Ormsin will not
longer be in pain. Thanks to
the team that provided care
and love for her.”
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Banyan Tree wins accolades

Banyan Tree Phuket was named as the winner in the ‘Best Spa Resorts’ category. Photo: Supplied

Uber president leaves
company after 6 months
RIDESHARING giant Uber
took another hit with the depar-
ture of its president, Jeff Jones,
after just six months, US me-
dia reported.

The company is a transpor-
tation network company
headquartered in the United
States, operating in 528 cities
worldwide.

Mr Jones’ departure comes
after a series of difficulties at
Uber, Recode and The Wall
Street Journal reported. Ac-
cording to Recode, Mr Jones
had voiced dissatisfaction
with the company’s manage-
ment strategies.

“It is now clear, however,
that the beliefs and approach to
leadership that have guided my
career are inconsistent with
what I saw and experienced at
Uber, and I can no longer con-
tinue as president of the
ridesharing business,” he said

in a statement to Recode.
Uber chief executive Trevor

Kalanick had asked for his res-
ignation.

San Francisco-based Uber
has also been rocked by disclo-
sures about a culture of sexism
and its covert use of law en-
forcement-evading software.

Mr Kalanick also made a
hasty exit from a business ad-
visory panel for President
Donald Trump after a con-
sumer boycott campaign
fuelled by concerns that he
was aiding a leader with di-
vergent values.

Uber, which is not publicly
traded, is worth about US$70
billion or 2.4 trillion baht and
operates in dozens of countries.

According to Forbes maga-
zine, Uber’s lofty value gives
Mr Kalanick a personal net
worth of US$6.3 billion.

– The Nation

THE Banyan Tree group
clinched seven awards at the
recent ‘Travel & Leisure China
Annual Travel Awards 2016’,
adding to a growing list of ac-
colades for the Banyan Tree
brand.

The luxury lifestyle maga-
zine named Banyan Tree
Phuket as the winner in the
‘Best Spa Resorts’ category,
while also recognizing Laguna
Golf Phuket as one of 2016’s
top 10 golf courses.

In China, three other hotels
and spas under the group were
awarded ‘Best Resort Hotel’,
‘Best Newly-opened Spa’ and
‘Best Spa Resort’.

Travel & Leisure magazine
also named Banyan Tree Spa
as the ‘Best Spa Brand’, while
Banyan Tree Hotels & Re-
sorts won in the ‘Best Hotel
Group’ category.

Travel & Leisure is the
only magazine of its type with
a bilingual version published
in China. It caters to readers
with an interest in travel and
luxury products.

Travel & Leisure Golf
plays a leading role in cover-
ing the golf industry, and the
two magazines have a com-
bined circulation of 850,000.
This year’s awards ceremony
was held on March 2 in
Shanghai, with Des Pugson,
managing director of Banyan
Tree Hotels & Resorts, on
stage to receive the awards on

behalf of the group.
The Travel & Leisure An-

nual Travel Awards reflect
recommendations from tour-
ism industry executives,
business travellers, journalists
and editors.

The awards for Banyan Tree
Phuket and Laguna Golf
Phuket come just months after
they were hailed as ‘Thailand’s
Best Golf Hotel in 2016’ and
‘Asia’s Best Golf Course’ by
the World Golf Awards.

Set alongside Bang Tao
Bay, Banyan Tree Phuket of-
fers an 18-hole course at
Laguna Golf Phuket, blending
tropical scenery, natural water
features and native plants with
their award-winning golf
courses.

Long fairways and strategi-
cally-placed bunkers bring an
extra element of challenge for
players.

With full club facilities, La-
guna Golf Phuket takes full

advantage of its landscape to
deliver a memorable profes-
sional golf experience in
Thailand.

Together with the spa and
golf course, Banyan Tree
Phuket also offers a selection
of gourmet restaurants, sports
facilities, and tropical pool vil-
las for guests.

For more information, email
phuket@banyantree.com or
call 076-372400.

– Phuket Gazette

Sahapat to
invest B650
million
CONSUMER goods distribu-
tor Sahapat will invest about
650 million baht to set up a new
central warehouse and data
center as it targets revenue of
33 billion baht this year. The
company says it will also come
out with new products.

Boonchai Chokwatana,
chairman of Sahapat, said the
new central warehouse would
enhance its stock and logistics
management. The warehouse
in Chonburi Province will have
an area of around 50,000 sqm.

Sahapat will also invest about
50 million baht to set up a data
center and servers to facilitate
the company’s information-
technology expansion, and it
will be able to provide cloud-
computing services to the
private sector next month.

The company will set up 20
Beyond multi-brand shops to
distribute sportswear such as
Under Armour and Adidas
products. It opened its first
Beyond shop, in Ubon
Ratchathani Province, this
month. The company expects
revenue from multi-brand
shops to approach 500 million
baht this year.

Mr Boonchai said that in the
current quarter, Sahapat had
received new customers for a
number of its products.

– The Nation
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Big thanks to marine experts

Salvaging coral

Re: Phuket marine expert says
coral restoration ‘successful’,
Mar 16

Very exciting work. Thank
you and live long.

Paul Venne
Gazette forum

As long as the speed boats and
snorkelers stay away then it will
continue to improve, but as soon
as the snorkelers start walking
all over it, feeding the fish and
the speed boats start dropping
litter and anchors then it will all
be destroyed just as quickly.

Simon Lomas
Facebook

Offer quality to get
quality in return

Re: Phuket tourism operators
display their wares in Berlin,
Mar 18

“Phuket is the top market for
European tourists already.”
Wishful thinking. “The TAT
estimates Russians and Ger-

Death of innocent
creatures not lucky

Re: Two-headed Krabi calf
hailed lucky, Mar 18

Not so lucky for the calves,
though, was it. Still, at least lots
of people think they’ll win the
lottery because of the death of
these two innocent creatures.

CaptainJack
Gazette forum

Maintain a safe dis-
tance on the roads

Re: ‘Slippery roads’ claim yet
another victim in Phuket, Mar 16

If the victim was driving
“very fast” as claimed by wit-
nesses, then so was the truck that
hit him. If the truck was slower
than the bike then there would
have been plenty of space to
stop unless the truck was di-
rectly behind the bike.

Too close, as so many truck

Phuket does not
need  these ranges

Re: Korean tourist shoots
himself at Phuket gun range,
Mar 14

Does a tourist destination
like Phuket really need shoot-
ing ranges for tourists anyway?

I can understand that locals
or residents may want to join
or become members of a shoot-
ing club as a hobby, but
allowing unvetted people off
the street to go and shoot is, as
we’ve seen, dangerous.

Sharky
Gazette forum

Teach people, don’t
punish them

Re: Three arrested for stealing
from German tourist in Phuket,
Mar 14

We live in a wonderful coun-
try, but where the gap between
rich and poor is huge, like most.
And whilst it is wrong and I do
not condone violence or crime,
if you are hungry, you have to
do whatever it takes to survive.

This country is not poor.
Some redistribution of wealth,
better taxation of the wealthy
to reduce the wealth gap and a
better education system so
people are not reliant on old
industries, may help the poor.

I am not holding my breath.
These guys do need to be taught
a lesson, yes, but we are no
longer beheld to the ways of my
forefathers where you would be
transported to the other side of
the world for stealing a loaf of
bread. Instead, teach them.

Graeme Cornthomp
Facebook

mans among the top five visi-
tors to Phuket.” Germans?
Wishful thinking.

Those times are over. If you
forget about wild estimates and
do a bit of research, you know
that Germans ranked number 9
in 2016.

If you want to have quality
European tourists back, you
have to offer quality. Walk the
inner ‘road’ between Surin and
Cherng Talay and you’ll know
what I mean.

Georg the Viking
Gazette forum

drivers do. The bike may have
been going fast but the truck
driver must have been doing
the same, and was also too
close, therefore dangerous driv-
ing as no stopping distance.

Simon
Gazette forum

THE success of a coral reef restoration project off Mai Thon
Island is encouraging, but also serves as a reminder of the
need to protect coral from the huge array of threats it faces
from man’s activities.

These threats range from global-scale effects, such as glo-
bal warming, all the way down to the most local phenomena,
such as ignorant snorkelers and ‘sea walkers’ trampling coral
formations.

A small fraction of our readership might recall the days
when there were impressive coral formations at the south end
of Patong Bay, an area now more closely associated with such
phenomena as brown algae, jet-ski cowboys and the beach
lounger mafia.

Yet, beneath the surface, the lifeless remains of the coral
formations that thrived there for millennia remain as a re-
minder to anyone who takes the time to look.

Unfortunately, it is not just Patong that has lost so much
coral; the effect is widespread not only in the waters off
Phuket, but the entire region and world. Even Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef has lost more than half of its coral due to
bleaching, an effect most researchers agree is related to glo-
bal warming.

As most readers probably already know, coral comes in
many species and is the key building block of healthy marine
ecosystems. The Phuket dive industry has, over the years,
played a huge role in raising awareness about the need to
preserve these ecosystems. Indeed, most divers view coral with
the kind of reverence usually reserved for religious idolatry.

Unfortunately, informing new divers of the need to pro-
tect coral is not unlike preaching to the converted. Ignorant
divers are only a small part of the problem. Poor fishermen
do far more damage while eking out a living at sea, simply to
survive and provide the rest of us with seafood.

Coral restoration projects are suitable for some locations,
but we should not fail to remember the lessons we have learnt
from some less successful projects, especially the ‘coral reef
squadron’ that wasted millions of baht in taxpayers’ money
and charitable donations due to a very basic design flaw that
ignored basic principles of fluid mechanics.

In the end, however, it is better to direct our resources to
protecting what remains of our natural coral formations rather
than trying to build artificial replacements after the fact.
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Athletes gear up for Xterra Phuket

Xterra Samui, held in September 2016, drew a positive response from the athletic community. Photo: Supplied

TRAIL runners and off road
triathletes in Phuket and all
over Thailand are gearing up to
participate in the ‘Xterra Off
Road Triathlon and Trail Run’
to be held on April 1, 2017 at
Layan Beach, Phuket.

Organized by Active Man-
agement Asia (AMA) and
Xterra, ‘Xterra Phuket 2017’
will offer two events on the
same day.

The first of these is the
‘Xterra Off Road Triathlon and
Duathlon’ (part of the Xterra
Off Road Triathlon World and
Asia Pacific Series). The
triathlon includes swimming,
mountain biking and trail run-
ning, whereas the duathlon
includes trail running, moun-
tain biking and then back to
trail running.

The second event is the trail
run (part of the Xterra Trial
Running World Championship
2017). This features 30km,
13km and 3km runs for fami-
lies and children.

Winners of all categories
will be given free tickets to par-
ticipate in the Xterra World
Championship finals to be held
in Hawaii at the end of the year.

“Xterra Phuket 2017 is ex-

pected to attract about 500 ath-
letes from all over the world
with US$7,500 in the prize
money purse,” says Serge
Henkens, director of event or-
ganization at AMA-Events.

Countries participating in
the Xterra Asia Pacific World
Tour Championship include the
Philippines, Korea, Japan,
Spain, New Zealand, Australia,

Malaysia and Thailand.
Event partners include the

Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Bangkok Airways and Singha
Corporation.

“We are proud to bring such
a prestigious international label
to Thailand, particularly to
Phuket,” says Mr Henkens.

“Phuket is mostly well
known for its beaches and night

life. However, during the race,
participants are sure to discover
another, lesser known side of
the island – covered forests and
rural communities where Mus-
lims and Buddhists are living
together in harmony.”

Off road racing and trail run-
ning have, in the last decade or
so, gained immense popularity
throughout Asia and particu-

larly in Thailand. AMA is a
leading name in bringing that
trend to Thailand. Some of its
most recognized events include
‘Amazing Adventure Race Se-
ries’ and ‘Thailand Trail
Running Series.’

Now in its tenth year of op-
eration, AMA has established
an international reputation for
solid logistics and challenging
race courses.

Xterra Phuket 2017 offers
both shorter and longer dis-
tances to suit the needs of
beginners and experienced ath-
letes alike.

“Anyone can join in the
events and be a part of the
Xterra family,” says Mr
Henkens, who is a key con-
tributor in bringing the ‘Xterra
Off Road Triathlon and Trail
Run’ to Phuket.

Interested participants can
register at www.ama-events.
com/events/xterra-phuket/ for
the triathlon and duathlon, or
www.ama-events.com/events/
xterra-phuket-trail-run/ for the
trail run.

This event is proudly spon-
sored by the Phuket Gazette
and The Nation.

– Phuket Gazette
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Weight loss is one of the benefits of consuming Apple Cider vinegar. Photo: pexels
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E  / RENT

LAND FOR SALE
34 rai or 2 plots of 17 rai. Cha-
note. Mountain and sea view.
Easy access at Cherng Talay.
Price: 3.5 million baht per rai.
Located in Cherng Talay. Tel: 089-
729 6244.

BUILDING
FOR SALE / RENT

Brand new, 19 apartments, 2
shops. Ideal for hotel / spa /
medical clinic. Good location, lo-
cated in Patong. Tel: 094-887
0869 (English), 088-012 1425
(English & Thai). Email: nuchy
listings@gmail.com

LAND FOR
BOAT YARD/JETTY

Chanot title deed 21 Rai, next to
sea canal. Near Phuket town.
Price 5.5 Million baht/Rai. Please
call for more infomation.

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB

Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country Club.
Tel: 062-448 4825 (English).

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 bedrooms, 3 shower, swim-
ming pool. Land 320sqm Near
PSU. Price: 5 Million baht.
Tel: 087-892 6204.

LONG TERM RENT
1-2 Bedrooms house, start
from 7,000 baht/month. Quiet
area, free wifi in Chalong /
Panwa area. Tel: 081-892
4311.

LUXURY SEAVIEW
POOL VILLA FOR

SALE

Hillside in Phuket Town.
Near Mission Hospital. 5
bedrooms with aircons, 6
bathrooms, living room,
maid's room, 40sqm swim-
ming pool. 728sqm area.
For sale: 19.5 million baht.
Tel: 091-078 9595. Email:
spectrum.phuket@gmail.
com

PATONG
TOWER CONDOS

Tel: 080-692 6114. Email:
phuketitalianaimmobiliare
@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
NAIHARN BEACH

2-3 bedrooms, Pool, for long
term or short term rent, from
25,000 baht. Tel: 089-972 5378.
Email: coldplay66@hotmail.
com

B O A T S  &  M A R I N E

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN CHALONG

In  Ananda Gardens, a quiet
location close to Chalong
Pier and Home Pro. Newly
decorated inside and out. 2.7
million baht. For further de-
tails in English. Please call
093-651 4162.

TEAKBOAT FOR SALE
Perfect live aboard boat for
Phang-Nga Bay or 15 tons of
100 years old Teak wood.
300,000 baht O.B.O. Please call
080-549 6614. Email: sak.anda
mansky@gmail.com

CATAMARAN
3 meters (10ft), strong, sails
well, trailer, many features.
25,000 baht. Located in Rawai.
Email or phone for full details.
Tel:  080-432 4772 (English).
Email: steebeeb@gmail.com

2009 AZIMUT 43S
FOR SALE

260,000 euros. Very well
maintained. Full options. Tel:
089-470 8926. Email:
jyfievet@gmail.com

5-BED POOL VILLA
1.2 RAI

Spacious secluded villa + 2 de-
tached buildings, inclusive of
guest annexe. Large open plan
living area, Western kitchen.
Pool 11.3mx5.0m. Chanote title.
19,750,000 baht. Located in
Rawai. Tel: 084-447 7248 (En-
glish), 084-447 7247 (English).
Email: marinelaw@hotmail.
com, www.thaivillaonline.com

RAWAI VILLA
FOR RENT

4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms.
Short/long-term available.
LINE ID: dallas26. Tel: 085-
392 6666. Email: dchaibut
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

LUXURY 1-BED CONDO
1 bedroom, 2 bathrooms, condo
in central Patong. 500m to
beach, 1km to Bangla. Quiet.
Please call 091-874 9505. Email:
yesgeoff@gmail.com

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB

Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country Club.
Tel: 062-448 4825 (English).
Email: gunzo@email.de, www.
asiasold.com/view/phuket-golf-
course-view-condominium-for-
sale-273205

LAGUNA
 CHERNG TALAY

Land plot 5.530sqm. Only
17.8 million baht. Tel:   062-
215 1802.

LARGE LUXURY
HOUSE FOR SALE

Large house, 3 floors, 740
sqm, 4 bedrooms, 5 bath-
rooms, home offfice space,
private swimming pool, walled
garden, private car parking,
marble floor, 5min drive to Nai
Harn beach. For sale at 10.5
Million baht. Tel: 081-397
1835. Email: l.dewis@hot
mail.com, http://phuketthai
landhouseforsale.blogspot.com/
2016/10/largeluxury-house-for
-sale-in.html
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 J O B S  /
R E C R U I T M E N T

G E N E R A L  C L A S S I F I E D S

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

W H E E L S
&

M O T O R S

NEED EXTRA INCOME
Unique mini resort makes
money, 4 villlas, 2 pools, of-
fice, 1 rai by Laguna. 83-
year-old owner needs to sell
a half or all. Expat can own.
See and make an offer. Tel:
089-594 4067.

PREMIUM
DOMAIN NAMES

FOR SALE: www.katabeach
.com and www.katanoi.com.
Both names for 175,000 baht.
Contact owner: p.howarth0
@talk21.com

EVERYTHING
FOR SALE

Must sell by end of March - build-
ing will be torn down. All equip-
ment and furniture only half a
year old. Items can be seen at
Weissbier Terrace, 47 Nanai Rd,
Patong. Tel: 086-268 8061(En-
glish), 087-273 6427 (Thai).
Email: schendl@loxinfo.co.th

BUSINESS
 PRODUCT &

SERVICES

PREMIUM
DOMAIN NAMES

FOR SALE: www.katabeach
.com and www.katanoi.com.
Both names for 175,000 baht.
Contact owner: p.howarth0
@talk21.com

TELEPHONE SALES
 HOME BASED

Selling Sales Leads to companies
in The UK via voip and email on a
Salary plus Commission basis
(UK standard remuneration). Must
have a minimum of 5 years full time
sales experience. Tel: +1-604-
5 1 5 0 2 2 5 . W e b h t t p : / /
www.tmileads.com

OUTSOURCE
COMPANY
 FOR SALE

126 skilled employees, 3
buildings included, with a net
profit of 17 million THB per year.
Easy to manage, ideal for for-
eign investment. Contact us for
details. Tel: 081-8915 932.

BABYSITTER SERVICE
Available for kids 2 years
and over, English speaker,
able to teach and assisting
in homework, driving capabil-
ity. Thalang. Tel: 095-429
3636.

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

THAI MALE MASSAGE
Looking for Thai male thera-
pist to work at private home
of German couple in Patong.
Tel: 083-644 9229.

ENGLISH TEACHERS
Teachers for Schools in
Phuket and Phangnga Prov-
inces. General English, Inter-
national English and Full
English Programs. Kindergar-
ten, Primary and Secondary
levels, P/T and F/T. Competi-
tive Salaries + End of term Bo-
nus. Pref given to NES / Euro-
pean Teachers with Deg +
Teaching Qual. W.P provided.
Start Beginning of May 2017.
076-307057 Mobile089-139
8453 (English & Thai), 091-
647 5465 (English). Email:
giles@ecc.ac.th

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Lifetime family membership. Fees
for 2017 fully paid. No fees or
charges outstanding. Seller will pay
transfer fee. 400,000 baht. Tel: +61-
4-37388840(English). Email:
drchrishaines@gmail.com

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP

 FOR SALE
Blue Canyon full membership
for sale. 450,000 baht. Transfer
fee split 50/50. Tel: 081-956
3316 (English & Thai). Email:
john.dearborn@me.com

CHERRY TIGGO
2.0 - 2011

55,000 KM, LPG installed,
Air-con, Automatic, Air Bags,
ABS , Radio, CD. Price:
555,000 Baht. Very economi-
cal. Tel: 089-875 8691. Email:
info@riverrovers.com

7-SEAT ISUZU MU 7
FOR RENT

Fully loaded with GPS.
Monthly price for low season,
long term rental: 18,000 baht.
For short term, ask us. 084-
847 4377 (English),  093- 760
6016 (English & Thai). Email:
stigisaan@gmail.com

CAR RENT
@ FAIR PRICES

Long term rental from 10,000
baht/month. Low season rent-
als from 500 baht per day. Tel:
084-847 4377 (English), 093-
760 6016 (English & Thai).
Email: stigisaan@gmail.com

MAZDA B2500 PICK UP
4-seater, 109PS, 2001
model, 4WD, 270T KM,
Diesel. Color: blue metallic
on top, silver on bottom. HiFi,
new front tires. Clean car
and solid condition. Price:
295,000 baht. Tel: 097-090
6929 (English).
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Seeing beauty in black and white
By Kongleaphy Keam

In today’s fast-paced digital
world, where anyone can take
thousands of photos with their
smartphones, there are still
those who see the value of
spending time in a darkroom
and processing photos using a
technique known as ‘gelatin
silver printing’.

It may be unheard of in
Phuket, but a group of 12 pho-
tographers, together with the
Phuket Darkroom Club (PDC),
are doing just that. They are
holding an exhibition of dark-
room photographs in Phuket
Town from April 1-30.

With more than 60 photo-
graphs on display, the ex-
hibition, titled ‘Quiet Beauty’,
will be held at Naung (Sue)
2521 or Bookemien 2521 cof-
fee shop on Thalang Road.
Entry to the event is free.

“Photographs don’t have
sound, but they tell us stories
to reveal the true beauty of any
situation. That’s why the exhi-
bition is called ‘Quiet Beauty’,”
says Achirawit Churmung, one
of the 12 artists who will be
displaying their work.

“The exhibition is not only

about the aesthetic beauty of
the photo itself, but also about
the feeling behind it and the pro-
cess of capturing it.”

Darkroom photos require a
m u c h
l e n g t h i e r
process to
p r o d u c e
than digital
pictures.

“ O n l y
people who
really like
this kind of
photogra-
phy will
spend their
time and ef-
fort on it.
As a result,
the photo it-
self has
more mean-
ing and
c o n t e x t , ”
says Mr
Achirawit.

“ C o m -
paring this
with a nor-
mal photograph, taking photos
nowadays is fast and conve-
nient. You just have to click,
post on social media or print

them out immediately. How-
ever, after a while, the photos
will be forgotten. It is natural
that if something comes easily,
people tend to take it for

granted,” he added.
The specialty of darkroom

pictures is that they are of much
higher quality and last longer

than digitally printed photo-
graphs. They can even last for
hundreds of years.

“Without color, the possibil-
ity of storytelling becomes even

wider. The
photos be-
c o m e
t imeless ,”
says Mr
Achirawit.

“People in
developed
countries still
do it, so why
not in Thai-
land? It’s
time to show
the world
that Thai
people also
excel at it.”

Mr Achi-
rawit says
that the pur-
pose of this
exhibition is
not to make
money.

“We want
to educate

the public that film photogra-
phy still exists. We believe there
are a lot of people out there in-
terested in this art form, but

they have no outlet to express
themselves. We hope to create
an avenue or hub where people
can come together for this,” he
says.

Mr Achirawit says he chose
Phuket as the first venue for
this exhibition due to the diver-
sity of visitors and locals on the
island.

“We see great potential in
Phuket. Despite being diverse,
it is small enough for every-
one to be able to reach us.
Additionally, we have PDC
here in Phuket to support us,”
he says.

“Once we have feedback
from the Phuket show, we will
plan the next show in Bangkok.”

At the grand opening, the
artists will open the show by
talking about their life and ex-
perience, and open the floor
for questions to interested par-
ticipants.

On day two, a special guest
speaker, National Artist Decho
Buranabanpot, will talk about his
life and experience. The event
will be held at Blu Monkey Ho-
tel in Phuket Town.

For further information, fol-
low ‘Quiet Beauty’ on
Facebook.
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