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‘"WE STILL HAVE HOPE THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO FIND HER’

HAVE YOU SEEN V)

B Officias search
foramissing 23-year-
old Russian tourist
on Koh Tao

By Suchat Hankij

POLICE are searching for a Russian
woman who has been missing from Koh
Tao since February 16.

Valentina Novozhenova, 23, disap-
peared from a Koh Tao hotel, the day she
was supposed to check out after a week-
long stay.

Amid suspicions that she might have
gotten in trouble while snorkeling off the
island, police officersand diverson March
7 went to four possible spots that they be-
lieve she could have visited, where the
water is about 20 meters deep.

Another team, comprising police,
Kamnan, Phu Ya Baan and other officers,
conducted a sweep of the island, search-
ing beaches, hills and other viewpoints.

Two three-hour searches from 6am to
9am and 2pm to 5pm proved unsuccessful.

“We still have hope that we will be able
to find her. We are a so trying to locate any
diving equipment that she may have taken
with her, such asfins, water depth gauges,
diving masks and so on. So far, we have
come up empty handed,” said Lt Col
Chokchai Suthimek of Koh Tao Police.

“Additionally, we shared pictures of her
in public places, especialy hotels, to ask if
anyone has seen her. We will also check
CCTV totrack her movements, which might
give us clues about where she was headed.”

Officials said that the initial investiga-
tion gives no indication of foul play.

“At the moment, we do not believe she
was attacked or murdered,” said Surat
Thani provincia police chief Apichart
Boonsriroj. “Her latest communications
viasocia mediaindicated that she wanted
to free dive deeper than 22.3 meters with-
out an assistant or equipment.”

Russian national Sergey Busagin, arela-
tive of Ms Novozhenova, has contacted
police. Officials described her as 1.7
meterstall and a passionate swimmer who
often brought a purple towel or coat with

her on diving or snorkeling trips. She also
has a tattoo of a*V’ on her left wrist.

In her room at the hotel, her belongings,
including a passport, clothes, bags and
cellphone, were found. Police said thissug-
gests that she intended to return to her
room, adding that there was no evidence
of a struggle having taken place.

Her communications on VK, a social
network platform popular among Russian
users, showed that she left Moscow for
Bangkok on February 7. Ms Novozhenova
posted pictures of herself touring the city
a day later as well as pictures of a hotel
and beach in Koh Tao on February 10.

Her last posts on social media were on
February 13. She said she loved free div-
ing, which involves deep dives without a
scubaair cylinder and added that shewould
dive deeper next time.

Police said Ms Novozhenova had pre-
viously admitted consulting apsychiatrist
last month because she “feared some-
thing but could not indicate the cause”.
The psychiatrist advised her to enroll in
long-term therapy.

This month also marks the conclusion
of anotorious 2014 case that made inter-
national news, in which two British
backpackers, David Miller, 24, and
Hannah Witheridge, 23, were murdered
on Koh Tao. There was a so evidence that
Ms Witheridge had been raped.

The Criminal Court had initially ruled
that there was sufficient evidence against
two migrant workers, Zaw Lin on Koh Tao
and Wal Phyo, convicting and sentencing
them to death. However, the two defen-
dants pleaded innocent and insisted that
their initial confessions had been made
under duress.

After reviewing the evidence, the
Court of Appeal concluded earlier this
month that the defendants were guilty be-
yond adoubt and consequently upheld the
death penalty.

“All items of evidence offered by the
plaintiffs are reasonably linked and
solid. The ruling is not made on any
single piece of evidence, but asawhole,”
the court concluded.

Additional reporting by The Nation.
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Two killed as
deepy driver
crashes car

TWO members of a family
werekilled and three othersin-
jured after a car driver fell
asleep at the wheel and crashed
into an electric generator at the
side of the road early morning
on March 5.

“The accident occurred on
Thepkrasattri Road, at a con-
struction site near Phuket
International Airport. At the
scene, we found a black
Honda Civic stuck to an elec-
tric generator,” Capt Kraisorn
Boonprasop of Thalang Po-
lice told the Gazette.

Two of the passengers, Pan
Wannaro, 76, and Jariya
Rachato, 39, were critically
injured and rushed to Thalang
Hospital, where they later
succumbed to their injuries.

Somphot Wannaro, 46, was
driving from Songkhla to
Phuket with four members of
his family. He told police that
he had fallen asleep at the
wheel and lost control of the
vehicle. The other passengers
were a 21-year-old woman and
a three-year-old child.

All three were treated for

Coin-guzzling turtle
surgically saved by vets

Veterinarians at Chulalongkorn University on March 6 successfully operated on a 25-year-old female
green turtle that had swallowed 915 coins. The reptile was rescued from Chon Buri’s Sri Racha district
and nicknamed Ormsin. Veterinarians removed the coins from its stomach. She will stay in intensive
care for two weeks before being transferred to the Royal Thai Navy’s Sea Turtle Conservation Center in
Chon Buri to fully recover her health. The turtle will then be released into the sea. Photo: The Nation

their injuries and have been re-
leased from hospital. The
bodies of the deceased have
been taken to their hometown
for the funeral.

“We are going to charge Mr
Somphot with reckless driv-
ing causing death and injury,”
said Capt Kraisorn.

—Winai Sarot
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Trash clean-up
totals more
than one ton

THE Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources
(DMCR) conducted the second
installment of its marine debris
management campaign, col-
lecting more than aton of trash
at Koh RachaNoi on March 4.

All coastal provincesin Thai-
land have been given a budget
for marine debris management
after Thailand wasranked asthe
sixth worst marine polluter in
theworld by the United Nations
Environmental Program. The
first clean-up activity was held
last month at Laem Sai Beach
in Phuket, where 382kg of ma-
rine trash was collected.

Fifty people joined the Koh
Racha Noi clean-up, including
officers from the DMCR, stu-
dents from Prince of Songkla
and Phuket Rgjabaht universi-
ties, volunteer diversand others.

Intotal, the group collected
1,226kg of trash from the
beach and in the sea, includ-
ing 424kg of glass bottles,
265kg of plastic bottles,
244kg of fishing nets and re-
lated equipment, 62kg of
plastic bags and 46kg of cans.

Therest wasmade up of mis-
cellaneous items such as shoes,
cigarette lighters, clothes and
even motorcycle helmets.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Russian lost at
sea found after
ten hours

A RUSSIAN tourist, hell-bent
on snorkeling despite warn-
ings, was rescued and brought
to shore on the morning of
March 3 after being lost at sea
for at least ten hours off Koh
Racha Noi.

“Four Russian tourists, named
by police as Artem Tarasenko,
45; Sergey Larichev, 40; Vaeruu
lakunin, 40; and Dmitrii Somov,
48, rented aspeed boat with Thai
captain Rittiron Saleeka, 32, for
snorkeling and fishing,” Lt
Sakarin Saengjaroen of Chalong
Police told the Gazette.

Capt Rittiron took the boat
from Rawai Pier at about 9:30am
onMarch 2 and arrived at asnor-
keling spot near Koh RachaNoi.

“The captain told us that he
repeatedly warned the tourists
that the waves were too strong
and that they should avoid snor-
keling, but they insisted that
they had done it before at the
same spot and kept on arguing
until he agreed to let them snor-
kel,” said Lt Sakarin.

The tourists jumped in the
water without life jackets and
instructed the captain to hold
the boat at the tip of theisland
about 80 meters away.

“Mr Rittiron waited for 30
minutes, but the tourists didn’t
arrive. Hethen went back to the
drop-off point where he found
Mr Tarasenko. Sometimelater,
afishing boat arrived with both
Mr Larichev and Mr lakunin on
board — they were picked up
nearby,” he added.

Mr Somov, however, had
disappeared. The Tourist Po-
lice, who were informed of the
incident at about 2pm, notified
the Navy and Marine Depart-
ment for help. The search lasted
until 7pm, but to no avail.

“At about 11pm, a fishing
boat named Srinamchok 8 found
him about 200 metersaway from
the snorkeling drop off point.
They administered first-aid and
dropped him off thismorning, at
about 8:30, at the Fish Market-
ing Organization pier in
Rassada,” confirmed Lt Sakarin.

“Hedid not have any cuts or
bruises, but was taken to
Vachira Phuket Hospital for a
checkup as he had spent sev-
eral hoursinthe sea,” he added.
“We will question him further
when he recovers.”

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Pnuket scammer arrested
after two lodge complants

By Winai Sarot

TWO women filed a complaint
against another last week for al-
legedly scamming them out of
millions of baht and lying about
business investments.
Pitchayatida Piyodecha and
Thaworn Srikanjana filed com-
plaints of fraud at Wichit Police
Station against the suspect,
named only as* Anny’ by police.
“Ms Pitchayatida says she
was introduced to Ms Anny
through a mutual acquaintance.
Ms Anny claimed to be the
daughter of aformer minister as
well as a former officer in the
court with ‘ connections in high
places’,” said Wichit Police Su-
perintendent Nikorn Suksom.
“The suspect alegedly said
that she could help Ms
Pitchayatida to procure a loan
of 60 million baht for her
brother, who needed the money
to build a condo. She said that
she had made arrangements
with aloan company whowould
offer her the money at a 2 per
cent rate of interest, but that Ms
Pitchayatida would have to put
up 3mn baht as guarantee
money. Ms Anny claimed that
she would add 2mn baht of her
own money to put down atotal
of 5mn baht as security against
the loan,” added Col Nikorn.
After transferring the guar-

The women filed complaints at Wichit Police Station. Photo: Thawit

antee money, Ms Pitchayatida
waited for her loan to be ap-
proved, but after a two-month
delay with no results, she asked
for her 3mn baht to be returned.

“Ms Anny refused, saying
she was entitled to the money
as a ‘consulting fee'. Eventu-
ally, after along argument, Ms
Anny paid back just 20,000
baht,” said Col Nikorn.

Ms Pitchayatida later found
out that the suspect’sreal name
isalso different and that she has
allegedly scammed at |east
seven other people.

“In Ms Thaworn's case, she
holds a chanote for 3 rai of land
in Chalong, worth about 40mn
baht. Shehad initially decided to
hand over the chanote to amort-

American climber
|njured |n Rallay

She was admitted to Bangkok
Hospital Phuket. Photo: Kritsada M

AN AMERICAN tourist is in
hospital in Phuket after shefell
while attempting to scale a six-
meter-high cliff in Krabi on
March 5.

Samara Landers, 38, broke
her leg and sustained several
bruises to her body.

Saman Vajidee of Hat
Noppharat Thara—Mu Koh Phi
Phi National Park received the

report at 10:30 am.

“Wefound her ontheground,
screaming inpain at Railay cliff.
She was badly injured and
bleeding, so we administered
first-aid, took her to Ao Nang
by boat and then to Krabi Hos-
pital,” said Mr Saman.

“Shewas later transferred to
Bangkok Hospital Phuket,
where she is recovering from
her injuries,” he added.

MsSamarawas stayinginAo
Tonsai and went climbing with
threefriends. She wasusing her
own equipment at the time.

“Her friendstold usthat part
of her gear malfunctioned,
causing her to fall. It is aways
safer to climb with an approved
club, as they recheck your
equipment beforehand,” said
Mr Saman.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

gage company for the price of
15mn baht. On Ms Anny’s ad-
vice Ms Thaworn appointed her
asan adviser to help develop the
land instead,” said Col Nikorn.

“Ms Thaworn later learned
that Ms Anny, instead of pro-
ceeding with land development,
had put the land up for another
mortgage — after explicitly ad-
vising Ms Thaworn not to do so
—for aprice of 23mn baht. She
gave the owner 1 million baht
and claimed the rest as a pro-
cessing fee,” said Col Nikorn.

Police in their investigation
have so far learned that Ms
Anny was arrested by the
Crime Suppression Divisionin
Krabi for defamation in another
case, the policeman said.

16/4 -5 Patak Km.2 Rd, Kata Hill
Karon, Muang, Phuket, 83130
www.santosaphuket.com

+66 (0)763.306.00

Thieving AirAsa

employee arrested

The man was arrested within two days. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

AN AIRASIA baggage handler
was arrested on March 3 for
stealing jewelry worth 80,000
baht from a passenger’s lug-
gage at Phuket International
Airport the day before.

Thasayu Boonsop, 26, con-
fessed to theft following a
complaint lodged at Sakoo Po-
lice Station by Amika Maha, a
passenger on an AirAsia flight
from Bangkok to Phuket on
March 2.

“MsAmika checked in with
three bags, one of which con-
tained a box with a gold and
diamond bracelet worth about
65,000 baht and a ring worth
about 15,000 baht. The next
morning, she checked her bag

and found the box to beempty,”
said Sakoo Police Superinten-
dent Jeerasak Siemsak.

Ms Amika asked officers to
check CCTV footage at the air-
port.

“The video showed Mr
Thasayu behaving in a suspi-
cious manner while carrying
the bag,” said Lt Jeerasak.

Mr Thasayu agreed to return
Ms Amika's jewelry and was
charged with theft. He was
taken to Sakoo Police Station
for further legal processing.

He had worked for AirAsia
for about a year and was fired
from hisjob following his con-
fession and subsequent arrest.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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student’s head

POLICE in Cha-Am say that
justice will be served as they
investigate the murder of
Silapakorn University student
Theerapong Thitithan, 24.

Mr Theerapong died after
having a screwdriver embedded
inhisskull inan attack by youths
at hislodgingsin Cha-Am. The
victim's mother has threatened
to parade her son’s corpse in
Petchburi if justiceis not done.

Investigation chief Pakhin
Siwmethakun of Cha-Am police
said that the tragedy of the case
is that the mob were after an-
other person and that the victim
was entirely innocent. He said:
“No matter if thoseinvolved are
the children of influential
people, politicians or people in
uniform - they will al be pros-
ecuted and brought to justice’.

The case is being closely
monitored by provincial police
chief Surapong Chaijan.

MaaysaNorth
Koreardations
turn sour

NORTH Korea's ambassador
was told to leave Maaysia by
March 6 after airport murder
and attacks on murder probe.

The ambassador was given
48 hours to leave the country
in amajor break in diplomatic
relations over the airport assas-
sination of the half-brother of
Pyongyang's |leader.

Kim Jong-Nam was poisoned
February 13 with deadly nerve
agent VX. North Korea has not
acknowledged the dead man’s
identity but has repeatedly dis-
paraged the murder investigation
and accused Maaysiaof conniv-
ing with its enemies.

Meanwhile, there has been
intense media speculation that
two of the suspects may be hid-
ing inside the embassy.

OnMarch 4 policeissued an
arrest warrant for one of the
men believed holed up in the
embassy, a North Korean air-
line employee.

‘Benz' gives
himsaf up

MOTORBIKE and car racing
star Akarakit ‘Benz Racing’
Worarojcharoendet on March 6
surrendered to police at the
Narcotics Suppression Bureau
in Bangkok to answer the sum-

You ARE NEW IN THAILAND

YOV A WALK 3 KILOMETERS
Te YoulR BUSINESS APFOINTMENT, ..

[ RS

mons issued against him.

Mr Akarakit has been
charged with conspiracy and
money laundering.

He is accused of buying a
Lamborghini sportscar with drug
money from a drug-trafficking
network led by aleged Laotian
drug dealer Xaysana Keopimpa.

Mr Akarakit reportedly re-
frained from testifying any
further to police, saying he
would only testify in court.

A money laundering offence
is punishable by up to 10 years
in jail term and/or afine of up
to 200,000 baht.

Police to probe
student’s death

In custody

TWO POLICE teams were set
up on March 6 to probe the
death in custody of auniversity
student who had been arrested
for drunk driving on March 4
in Bangkok.

Sithsawat Eiumlapa, 21, was
arrested at a checkpoint on the
outbound lane of Bang Na-Trat
Road after recording ablood al -
cohol level of 0.170. The
student reportedly passed out
and was detained at Bang Na
Police Station, where he died.

Deputy city policechief Mg
General Ampol Buarapporn
joined a meeting on March 6
to discuss the case with Metro-
politan Police Area5 chief Mg
General Mongkol Warunno and
related officers, including
seven policemen involved in
the student’s arrest.

Gen Ampol offered his con-
dolencesto the student’s family
and assured them that investiga
tors would ensure justice for

NATIONAL NEWS

Briefly

both the family and the officers.

He said the two teams had
seven days to probe what hap-
pened. City police chief Lt
General Sanit Mahathaworn
said he felt uneasy about the
case and he would ensure jus-
tice was served.

He said the autopsy would
reveal if the student was as-
saulted although a heart attack
was initially identified as the
cause of desath.

Four homes
Mahakan Fort
demolished

BANGKOK Governor Aswin
Kwanmuang led city officials
and workers to carry out the
demolition of four housesinthe
Mahakan Fort community on
the morning of March 6.

There was no resistance
from the residents, although
somewept asthey gathered and
observed the work.

Gov Aswin said the opera-
tion to demolish four homes
— numbers 61, 95, 107/1-3,
and a shop selling fireworks
— March 6 stemmed from the
city’s discussions with com-
munity leaders on March 4.
He said more talks would be
held soon to make way for the
demolition of the rest of
houses.

Deputy governor Jakkapan
Phiwngam thanked community
residents for their cooperation

and understanding.

He also said that city offi-
cials would soon discuss the
points of concern with commu-
nity members, with national
security agency representatives
in attendance.

Guarded by soldiers and of-
ficials, workers arrived at the
community at 7am with heavy
tools and were expected to
complete the demolitions by
the end of the day.

Officials made lists of items
removed from the houses and
sent the belongings on 10
trucks to the home occupants
preferred destinations.

The four razed houses were
among 10 homes at the
community earmarked for
demolition despite claims that
some of the propertiesare valu-
able antique wooden houses.

Support for
long-term
Strategy urged

FORMER secretary-general of
the UN Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD)
Supachai Panitchpakdi said on
March 6 that the government
has been doing the right thing
in laying out the country’s
long-term national strategy
and integrating it into social
and economic development
and regional plans.

Mr Supachal was invited to
sit on the government initiated
committee on reform, reconcili-
ation, and national strategy or
Por Yor Por along with other
38 noted expertsin all fields.

Mr Supachai believes that
the country must have a strat-
egy such as this one as it is

significant to the Thailand's
growth and development.

He strongly urged all par-
ties to lend support to the
government, whether they
agree with it or not.

Asked if the government
would be successful in pushing
ahead with this strategy, he said
it could asnothing isimpossible.

HM King grips
rank of Phra
Dhammachayo

HISMajesty theKing hassigned
aroya command to strip Phra
Dhammachayo of asenior monk
rank, equivalent to a patriarch.

The roya command, which
was signed on March 4, was
published in the Royal Gazette
the next day.

The command stripped Phra
Dhammachayo of the rank of
Thep Yarn Mahamunee or apa-
triarch rank on ground that he
iswanted on acourt warrant for
allegedly laundering money
and embezzlement.

The Royal command said
Phra Dhammachayo also faced
several charges, but herefused
to surrender. As a result, the
government proposed to the
King to remove the former
Dhammakaya abbot of the se-
nior monk rank.

Media chiefs
barred from
council

HEADS of professional media
organizationswill be prohibited
from sitting on a controversial
council to be set up under anew
law aimed at regulating the
mass media

The media reform commit-
tee will instead place the
media-group heads in a work-
ing committee, which will be
responsible for nominating
members of the council.

A revised clause in the hill
stipulates that those on the
working committee prior to es-
tablishment of the professional
council shall not sitinthe coun-
cil. Thiswasaimed at avoiding
any conflict of interest, said
ACM Kanit Suwannet, chair-
man of the media reform
committee, which is part of the
National Reform Steering As-
sembly (NRSA).

Kanit suggested that anyone
who aspired to sit on the pro-
fessional council should resign
from their current post before
the new law comes into effect,
to avoid disqualification.



March 11 - 17, 2017

BUSINESS

PHUKET GAZETTE 5

Russans dated to return to Phuket

W By Don Freeman

THE economy of Phuket will
pick up over the next couple of
years because the Russian
economy, ruble and stock mar-
ket are finally recovering.
Russia's energy and commod-
ity driven economy was hit
hard by low energy and com-
modity prices, along with Presi-
dent Obama’s sanctions in re-
sponse to the annexation of
Crimea in 2014 and other
troubles in Eastern Ukraine.

The election of Donald
Trump offers hope in thawing
frosty US-Russia relations.
However, it might be difficult
to get Congressto significantly
ease or eliminate the sanctions
altogether.

Nevertheless, Russian busi-
ness sentiment, consumer
confidence and capital/invest-
ment inflows were already
improving before President
Trumpwaselected, asoil prices
began to stabilize and modestly
recover. This helped the ruble
to bottom in early 2016 at just
below the US$1:Rub0.013
level and to subsequently rise
to US$1:Rub0.017 (as of last
month).

Russian ETFs bottomed
early last year, but are now re-
covering. The Market Vector
Russia ETF Trust (NYS

Many Russians come to Phuket to escape the long, harsh winters in their own country. Photo: lisanetsm

EARCA: RSX) and theiShares
MSCI Russia Capped ETF
(NYSEARCA: ERUS) are now
up by about 50 per cent since
then, while the VanEck Vectors
Russia Small-Cap ETF
(NYSEARCA: RSXJ) has
more than doubled and the
Direxion Daily Russia Bull 3x
Shares ETF (NYSEARCA:
RUSL) has more than tripled.
Any easing or lifting of sanc-
tionswill act as another bullish
catalyst for the Russian
economy and stock market.
Russian money and tourists
are aready flowing back into
Thailand and increasingly shift-
ing from Pattaya towards the
Southern provinces. According
to C9 Hotelworks' February
2017 Phuket Hotel Market Up-

date, Phuket passenger arrivals
increased 18 per cent in 2016
versus 13 per cent in 2015 as
Russian arrivals surged 51 per
cent due to the strengthening of
the ruble against the US dollar
and Thai baht and due to politi-
cal voldtility in the Middle East
that redirected Russian tourists
to safer winter destinations.
Remember, Russia’s inter-
vention in Syriaon behalf of its
leader Bashar al-Assad has
made Russian tourists a target,
as the October 2015 downing
of Metrojet Flight 9268 from
the popular Egyptian resort
town of Sharm El Sheikh to St
Petersburg shows (Note: Rus-
sialater banned flightsto Egypt
which had been ranked number
one on the list of the so-called

Alcohol pricestorise

THE Excise Department con-
sumers are needlessly worried
that anew excise bill will drive
the prices of acoholic bever-
ages higher, the Excise Depart-
ment says. The bill, soon to be
published in the Royal Gazette,
has caught public attention af-
ter many people came to
wrongly believe that the new
tax rates will double the retail
prices of beer, wine and liquor.
“Peoplewere confused about
tax cellingsstipulated in the new
excise law,” said Somchai
Poolsavasdi, director-general of
the Excise Department. The tax
ceiling on beer, wine and liquor
will be 30 per cent of retail
prices, or 3,000 baht per liter of
alcohol. The new tax ceiling on
cigarettes is much higher, at 90
per cent of the retail price.
“The ceiling rates are set for
the next 20 years, but the ap-
plied rate will be much lower
initially, as we do not want to
increase the tax burden,” Mr

Somchal said.

Prapas Kong-led, deputy
permanent secretary of the Fi-
nance Ministry, echoed Mr
Somchai’sremarks, saying that
making tax rates too high
would encourage smuggling,
and then the cost of law en-
forcement would rise.

Nipon Poapongsakorn, an
economist at the Thailand De-
velopment Research Institute,
said he agreed with the new law
that will change the way tax
rates are calculated.

The new method will usere-
tail prices (not producer
prices) as a base for tax calcu-
lation. The new tax will create
a level playing field for pro-
ducers, since the current
structure allows some produc-
ersto take advantage of others.
Retail prices will be decided
by market forces, and tax au-
thorities will have to enforce
the law accordingly.

— The Nation
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‘winter sun’ destinations for
Russians). Frosty relationswith
Turkey and EU sanctions has
meant middle class Russians
who want to escape the Russian
winter need to look elsewhere
for suitable beach destinations.

Phuket already hasawell-de-
veloped Russian-friendly
tourisminfrastructure with Rus-
sian  speaking  tourism
professionals as well as hotels,
restaurants and tour packages
focused on the unique needs of
such travellerswho are often not
fluent in English and unable to
read Latin script. In addition,
there are said to be as many as
30,000 Russian expats who are
moreor lessliving, permanently
based or spending much of the
year in Phuket. However, it's

difficult to come up with accu-
ratefigures, asmany hospitality/
tourism employees are working
as'freelancers while othersare
just escaping thelong wintersby
living in Phuket for several
months of the year.

Before the ruble plunged
and the Crimea/Ukraine crisis
occurred, there had been a
trend for Russians to buy a
condo and rent it out to other
Russians. When the sanctions
began to bite, some owners
struggled to meet their pay-
ments or were forced to sell or
list on the market, even at a
loss, to get hard currency.

With the Russian economy,
ruble and stock market re-
bounding, | suspect more
Russian tourists and second
home buyers will descend on
Phuket for some ‘winter sun’.

From atechnical perspective,
I will likely be investing in the
Thai and Russian stocks market
in the months ahead as their
major indexes continue to rise.

Don Freeman, the President of
Freeman Capital Management, is
a fee-only Phuket-based
registered investment aadviser with
the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), who has 20
years of experience providing
personal financial planning and
wealth management advice with
an emphasis on investing in low-
cost ETFs to both working and
retired expatriates.

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

"\ ¥ Personal & Business Storage
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A littletoo late

THE decision to allow beach bedsand umbrella sets back on
isand beacheswasinevitable, but it isregrettablethat it took
so long for reason to prevail on the matter now that the bulk
of the 2016-*17 high season for tourism is behind us.

Tourists need and expect certain amenities during visits to
theidand. As pointed out in this space the past, Phuket beach
chair operatorsprovideimportant servicesfor reasonablefees,
especially when compared to our infamous transport sector.

Many vendor sdevelop loyal basesof repeat customersfrom
abroad who return tothem annually —or at least thiswasthe
case until these services were disrupted soon after May 2014.

Thereal source of contention is not the beach vendorsthem-
salves, most of whom are just working hard and trying to get
by, keeping our beachesclean and safein the process. They have
always been an undervalued component of a tourism industry
that continues to enjoy a successful reputation for hospitality
despite so much negative, sensationalist newsto the contrary.

Thereal problem islocal powerswhoillegally divvied up the
shorelinesand in order to amassvast fortunes at their expense.

After thetsunami, when beach oper ationswer eliter ally wiped
off the map, concession holders received financial compensa-
tion from the state. Some beach vendor s were among the dead.
Others, who had personal property such as motorcycles and
important personal documents destroyed, got nothing.

Beach vendors offer the smplest commodity: shade. So-
called ‘sun worshippers', mostly from Europe, still make up
a small but significant segment of the tourism pie, but the
vast majority of beach tourists want to limit exposure — not
only to avoid sunburn, but to minimize risk of skin cancer.

Many Asian visitor swant to keep their complexion aslight
aspossiblefor cosmetic or cultural reasons. While skin tone
is the most ignorantly overrated aspect of human value,
these mass misconceptions need to be factored into the over-
all economic equation.

Decades ago, protection from the sun was afforded by sim-
ply laying a mat in the shade of so many coconut and pine
trees that naturally lined our beaches. Unfortunately, most
naturally occurring beach fauna has been destroyed along-
side most Phuket beaches.

The issue of beach fauna and healthy dune ecosystems is
one that urgently needs to be recognized and addressed by
authorities.
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Don’t fi
Re: Emerald group accused of
illegal activitiesin Phuket, Mar
3

That'sright, find out who is
accusing you and just go ahead
and accuse them right back,
then drag them through court
in alengthy and expensive pro-
cess until they quit.

That's the tactic, isn't it?
Wealthy people can get away
with anything using this little
gambit.

Call me crazy, but | think
one lawsuit should be enough.
If the accused is found inno-
cent, then they’'re awarded
damages.

CaptainJack
Gazette forum

Best not to buy
property at all

Re: Property Watch: Keeping
Phuket property dealings hon-
est, Mar 2

Truth is, Phuket is the capi-
tal of corruption in Thailand,
full of mafia with clever law-
yers and a complicit police
force. Property fraud occursin
many firms and often involves
money lenders who launder
stolen property or provide a
dangerous third party to pre-
vent enforcement of contract or
the law.

Coupled with a woefully
expensive, drawn out justice
system where foreigners have
little chance of success makes
any purchase of property, in-
cluding condos, a treacherous
prospect for foreigners in
Phuket.

There is so much cheating,
fraud and deception in Phuket,
it is best avoided entirely other

ght fire

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

than maybe for a short break.
One must also understand
the lax laws of Power of Attor-
ney and blind acceptance by the
land offices used to fraudu-
lently transfer property and you
may begin to see the dangers
are many and terminal for in-
vestors.
lan Rance
Facebook

We' veall heard this
excuse before

Re: Asian black bear’s fall to
death ‘explained’, Mar 1

So, turbulence and a faulty
hook are their excuse?

I’ve heard this one before —
“not my fault”, “the road was
wet”, “the breaksfailed” and so
on. Doesthe pilot even have his
licence?

Nico Bellik
Facebook

Tourists not always
willing to listen

Re: Russian tourist ‘found’ in
Phuket after 10 hours at sea,
Mar 3

Looking at the pictures, its
looks like they are the same
guys who came to buy 10kg of
lead at our dive center.

When | asked them what
they were planning, they said
snorkeling and skin diving, but

with fire

as| did not trust their answers,
| warned them not to go
spearfishing — especially at the
Rachaldandswherethey could
get into conflict with the local
authorities and dive operators.

Also, | told them to keep at
least 2 skin divers together, to
have one on the surface for
safety as well to take care of
strong currents and fast speed-
boats around the islands.

By experience, | find that
Russians not always willing to
listen to others.

Asterix
Gazette forum

Need to reversethe
damage to tourism

Re: Deputy PM visits Phuket to
talk tourism, Mar 3

They have finally figured
out that Phuket has lost mil-
lions, or even hillions of baht,
with the anti-tourism campaign
they have been running over the
last three years.

Now, it needsto be done the
right way.

Licence, control how many,
and charge a fee to all suppli-
ers and vendors. Use fees for
upkeep, maintenance, and po-
lice patrols. Eliminate the 10%
zones completely.

Allow beach side nightclubs
and high season barsand attrac-
tions. Change closing times to
4am all across Phuket.

Advertise this new tourist
friendly attitude worldwide
during the upcoming low sea-
son. The tourists will return
and make Phuket prosperous
once again.

Foot
Gazette forum
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By Kritsada Mueanhawong

The protestersallegethat the
group has constructed in a dif-

Emerald group under scrutiny

THREE projects by a major
real estate developer in Phuket
are under investigation and al-
leged to be illegal, both in
terms of land documents and
construction of buildings.

A group of 20 people from
Rak Chue Siang Phuket (or
‘Love Phuket Reputation’
group) came to submit a letter
of complaint against ‘Emerald
Development Group’ on March
2 at the Damrongdharma Cen-
ter at Phuket Provincial Hall.

The ‘protesters’ were led by
Niran Wachawet, some of
whom claimed to be victims of
the company’sallegedly illegal
operations.

The details of each project
werementioned individually in
the letter.

Thefirst project islocated at
Kalim Beach, where Emerald
Development Group is con-
structing afive-star hotel, villa,
condominium building and
beach club.

The letter states that the
company has used Nor Sor 3Kor
#4606 to divide the land into
five plots (Nor Sor3Kor #8101,
8102, 8403, 8104 and 4606)
and NorSor3Kor #4607 to di-
vide another piece of land into
five plots (Nor Sor3Kor #3042,
8043, 8044, 8045 and 4607).
The total area of these smaller
plotsis 30 rai, whereas the ac-
tual area of the land before

Member of ‘Rak Chue Siang Phuket’ submitted a letter of complaint against ‘Emerald Development Group’
at the Damrongdharma Center at Phuket Provincial Hall. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

divisioninto sub plotswasonly
10rai.

The protesters also alleged
that part of the company’s land
overlapsNational Preserved For-
est land and that the buildings
breach the height limitin Phuket.
They dso say that the company
has dug up and filled in land in
the preserved forest area.

Many Thais and foreigners
have reportedly invested in
these projects, such as paying

booking feesfor villasand con-
dos. Some of them have filed
separate complaints against the
devel oper.

The second project cited in
the letter was ‘Emerald
Patong’, a two-phase condo-
minium project with 173 units
located in Patong.

Accordingto theletter, there
are many illegal aspectsto this
project. First, the model and
plan for the condo building is

different from what they origi-
nally asked permission for.
Secondly, they have alegedly
used the rooftop area to build
more rooms, which isillegal.

The last project referred to
in the letter is the ‘Emerald
Central Project’, a condo
project located on Wichit
Songkram road. The project
has already started operating
and includesaseven-storey and
an eight-storey building.

ferent way from what they had
originally acquired permission
for, and that the buildings are
taller than the limit set out un-
der Phuket’s building laws.

“Wewould like Phuket Gov-
ernor Chokchai Dejamornthan
to investigate this matter. Such
activitiesdestroy thereputation
of Phuket and Thailand, asboth
Thais and foreigners are in-
volved init,” said Mr Niran.

Nanthasak Boonnak, direc-
tor of the Damrongdharma
Center, accepted the letter on
behalf of the governor and said
histeam would inform him and
look into this issue themselves
as well.

Sawit Ketroj, Managing Di-
rector of Emerald Development
Group, claimed that the
company’s operations were
transparent and legal, and that
they were prepared for any in-
vestigation into their activities.

“Theletter they have submit-
ted seems unreliable to begin
with, as they have not named
any victims or given details of
the alleged injustices against
them. Secondly, the details re-
garding each of these projects
are not true,” said Mr Sawit.

“Our company has been
threatened several timesin the
past, but we are not scared.
When we have more details of
the complaints, we will file a
counter complaint,” he added.

Hong Kong investors keen on
Tha condominium market

HONG KONG investors have
been sinking more money into
Thailand’scondominium market
after enjoying returns on invest-
ment of more than 5 per cent a
year, Theerapan Nunthapol pat,
generd manager of Siam Com-
mercial Bank’s Hong Kong
branch, said in an interview with
The Nation recently.

“Condominium units priced
between 5-10 million baht are
popular with Hong Kong inves-
tors in Thailand’'s property
market,” he said. He added that
the popular locations included
Bangkok’s Sukhumvit areaand
tourist destinations such as
Phuket and Pattaya.

In Hong Kong, condomini-
ums cost between 10,000 and
40,000 Hong Kong dollars per
square foot, which trandates to
about 450,000to 1.8 million baht
per square meter. In Thailand,

Condos in HK are more expensive than in Thalland Photo: EXplorIngllfe

prices in the mid-to-upper-range
are 150-250K baht per square
meter, with the highest-priced
luxury condominium being
550K baht per square meter.

Mr Theerapan said lower
interest ratesin Hong Kong had
also encouraged many inves-
tors there to look for ways to

generate higher returns. Invest-
ing in condominiums in
Thailand isagood choicewhen
the return on investment for a
rental property averages5-6 per
cent a year, much better than
interest rates of only 0.02 per
cent in Hong Kong.

— The Nation

Property companies
seedrop In revenue

THE top 10 property firms
listed on the Stock Exchange of
Thailand have reported com-
bined revenue of 215.7 hillion
baht for 2016, down 2.83 per
cent from the previous year,
after sales in the final quarter
of last year were lower than
their estimates.

However, the financial re-
sults of the top 10 were better
than those of the overal prop-
erty market, for which revenue
dropped by about 9 per cent,
according to a survey by the
Real Estate Information Center
(REIC) of Government Hous-
ing Bank.

Five of the top 10 recorded
growth in revenue and net
profit in 2016.

They were Land and Houses,
Supalai, Property Perfect, SC
Asset Corporation, and Ananda
Development. Four of them,

Pruksa Holding, Sansiri, Qual-
ity Houses and LPN Deve-
lopment, reported declines in
revenue and net profit. AP
(Thailand) reported lower rev-
enue, but still managed higher
net profit than in 2015.

Lower demand to buy homes
in the final quarter of last year
wasthe main factor hitting full-
year revenue and profit, severa
property developers said.

“Our revenue and net profit
were lower than our estimate,
after we were unable to conduct
any marketing campaignsin the
final quarter of last year. This
had an impact on our overall fi-
nancial results for 2016, as the
last quarter is the high season
for salesinresidential projects,”
said PruksaHolding's president
for premium business, Prasert
Taedullayasatit.

— The Nation
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A lunchtime reprieve with
authentic Phuket cuisne

By Kongleaphy Keam

TYPICALLY, we all associate
‘traditional Phuket cuisine’
with Phuket Town. Now you
can enjoy the authentic taste of
local Phuket cuisinein Patong,
with the new lunch menu
launched by Bubbles Restau-
rant, Grand Mercure Phuket
Patong Resort & Villas.

Titled ‘Jewel of Phuket's
Cuising, thelunch set includes
yum hua plee (banana blossom
spicy salad), goong thod (fried
shrimp), mee hoon gaeng poo
(noodle with crab curry soup),
pla yang ka min (grilled fish
with turmeric), moo hong (lo-
cal Phuket pork stew), phad
pak mieang (local phuket fried
vegetable), rice and a popular
Phuket dessert, O-Aew.

“The unique aspect of this
menu is that we have stayed
true to the real taste of local
Phuket food. In other restau-
rants, they usually adjust the
taste for foreigners, but we are
choosing not to. We want ev-
eryone to try the real taste, but
they still have the option of
adjusting the level of spice,”
says Chef Anurak Kannittharat,

The lunch menu is available from noon until night. Photo: Supplied

who has more than 20 years of
experience with high-ranking
hotels in Phuket and Bangkok.
“We also source our ingre-
dients from Phuket fresh
markets and seafood from the
Andaman Sea,” he added.
Customers can also experi-
ence Phuket culture through the
ambience at the restaurant.

“We have even used local
crockery to give it that added
authenticity of Phuket,” says
Chef Anurak.

Priced at 1,200 baht net, the
set lunch menu can be ordered
everyday from noon until late
at night. Reservations are rec-
ommended three hours in
advance.

Phuket student bags
&my writing avard

Phuket Gazette News Editor Kongleaphy Keam (left) with Tanchanok
Pongthongmuang, 16, Southern region Merit Award winner of The 12th
Junior Dublin Literary Awards for Thailand. Photo: Gazette file

SIXTEEN-year-old Tanchanok
Pongthongmuang of the
Benjamarachutit Schoal is the
Southern region Merit Award
winner of ‘The 12th Junior
Dublin Literary Awards for
Thailand'.

This English essay-writing
contest for high school students
in Thailand was sponsored by
The Nation and judged by an
esteemed panel, including His
Excellency Brendan Rogers,

the Irish Ambassador to Thai-
land; Pana Janviroj, president
of The Nation; and Dr Sirikorn
Maneerin, former deputy min-
ister of the Ministry of
Education, among others.

This year’s essay writing
theme was ‘A Journey’.

For her award-winning es-
say, Ms Tanchanok was also
presented with a cash prize of
5,000 baht.

— Phuket Gazette

Tour de Phuket returns

AFTER the success of their
event last year, Tour de Phuket
is coming back with a bang for
its annual three-day race and
gran fondo event scheduled to
be held on March 17.

Participants from over 15
countries including Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Korea and
Singapore, are expected to reg-
ister for this year's race. Last
year, nearly 200 cyclistsjoined
the event and a similar turnout
is expected this year.

The first day of the tour
will kick off with a 5km indi-
vidual time trial from the
Phuket Gateway.

Day 2 will have the longest
race — 143km of scenic racing
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heading up the beach road to
Thai Mueang whereit joinsthe
main road to Khao Lak.

After 15 km, at Tung
Maphrao, cyclistswill turnright
onto back roads. There will be
a kickoff meeting after a short
steep climb at the 68km mark.
Following smaller deserted
roads, a second climb will be at
the 108km mark, followed by
rolling hills.

The final day on March 19
will see a shorter stage rolling
out of the Phuket Gateway and
twice around Ban Bang Lam
and Ban Khlong Kian. Partici-
pants will enjoy challenging
hill-climbs on this day.

— Phuket Gazette
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Luxury yachtmaker comes to town

LUXURY Italian yachtmaker
Sanlorenzo has recently
launched their biggest yacht to
date — an SL 52 Steel named
Seven Sins.

The company has recently
started focusing its efforts to-
ward Phuket. On March 2, the
Sanlorenzo team from Hong
Kong and Italy came to Phuket
to announce their new yacht.

“Being part of the highly
exclusive ‘50m+ Club’ under-
lines Sanlorenzo’s position and
is a significant marker in the
ongoing development of the
brand. Seven Sins will be on
display — and no doubt turning
a few heads — at the Monaco
Yacht Show in September this
year,” said Mario Gernati, mar-
keting and communication
director at Sanlorenzo.

“The new SL 52Steel even
boasts a swimming pool on the
main deck that has a transpar-
ent bottom, allowing natural
light to filter down to the beach
club below. A Sanlorenzo is
unlike any other yacht — even
another Sanlorenzo,” he added.

“As generally known,
Sanlorenzos are custom made
yachts, representing you and

The main deck of the Sanlorenzo 52 Steel. Photo: Supplied

your unigue style. Our yachts
are not fashion items — they
succeed in being both ‘ classic’
and bang-up-to-date at the
same time,” said Mr Gernati.
“They are full of innova-
tive solutions involving
acoustics, lighting and the uti-
lization of space, while pro-
viding classical levelsof com-
fort and luxury. Therefore, the
price will be higher, but you
will get aluxurious and exclu-

sive product.

“Our target customers are
independently wealthy people
who want to express their way
of life, and we see that Phuket
hasgot that potentid. If you can
design your own house, why
can’t you design your own
boat,” he added.

You can learn more about
Sanlorenzo at www.Simpson
marine.com.

—Phuket Gazette



March 11 - 17, 2017

LIFE & STYLE

PHUKET GAZETTE 9

A closer look at the educational system

q Law, Life, and Society
» By Robert Virasin

(4

THE Thai education system
was recently featured in the
Economist. The article, titled
‘Poor schools are at the heart
of Thailand'spolitical malaise’
was published on January 19,
2017 and discussed Thailand's
international education
rankings in the recently re-
leased ‘Program for Interna-
tional Student Assessment’
(PISA). Thailand's scores have
plunged to an overal ranking
of 54 out of 70 assessed coun-
tries. PISA has found that one-
third of Thailand’s 15-year-olds
were “functionaly illiterate”.

| recently took my family to
aThal school inthe outer prov-
inces. We went there to donate
school suppliesand money, and
provide lunch for al the stu-
dents at the school. We were
expecting a couple of hundred
children but only about half of
the children were present. My
wife asked the principal about
the missing children, who re-
plied that many children do not
come to school because they
cannot afford the 20 baht lunch
and were embarrassed when
they had to sit down at lunch
and watch their friends eat.

| don’t think that school chil-
dren go hungry in some of the
wealthier provinces where
people are paid more, but it
may be a problem where some
families have to support them-
selves on a couple of hundred
baht a day.

| decided to talk to my friend,
Eric Guzman, who teaches at a
school in Rayong, about what he
believesisthe cause of students
scoring so low in international
assessments. He talked to afew
of his fellow teachers who gave
some valuable input, but wished
to remain anonymous.

“OneThai teacher saysthat he
recognizesthebenefitsand draw-
backs of the Thai educational
system. However, he added that
the annual policy changes ingti-
tuted by successive Thai
governments makes it difficult
for teachers to develop alesson
plan. Teachers are uncertain
whether anew government edict
will remain or change. Another
difficulty is when old policies
remain in place when new poli-
cies are ingtituted creating more
confusion,” says Mr Guzman.

“A tangent tothisissueisthe
proliferation of celebrationsand
holiday programsthat take chil-
dren out of theclassroom. There

classroom, they will inevitably be promoted at the end of the school year. Photo: Pexels

are weekly events including
sports week, scout’s week,
Western culture week, and pro-
grams commemorating Thai
holidays,” he adds.

Some foreign teachers ques-
tion the frequency of these
programs which occur multiple
timesamonth. During these pro-
grams, many children are taken
out of the classroom and classes
arecanceled. Whiletheprograms
are fun, they interfere with stu-
dents' academic progress.

Additional government pro-
grams reduce the amount of
time availablewhileincreasing
the teacher’s workload. Many
Thai teachers feel overbur-
dened with paperwork, which
reducestheir ability to focuson
their student’s learning. Thisis
compounded when they haveto
deal with students who make
no attempt to learn.

A Thai teacher anonymously
remarked that hethinksthat the
most common problem among
Thal students was laziness. He
said, “Many kids, especially
boys, are only interested in
playing games. They seem to
get bored easily with discussion
and are only attentive during
the first few minutesin class.”

Despite my limited teaching
experience, | concur. Most stu-
dents become idle when they
lack the drive and motivation
to study. It isthe role of teach-
ersto continually entertain and
educate students. During the
course of ayear, | am required
to continually develop new ac-
tion plans to keep the students
engaged in learning. This task
is not easy and over time can
be exhausting. | empathizewith
some teachers who have re-

verted to the old Thai teaching ersisThailand's‘no-fail’ policy.

method of rote memorization.
Onelarge challengeto teach-

Even if the student does not
show up in class, teachers have

to provide minimal scoresto al-
low the student to pass. Many
students recognize that regard-
less of their performance in the
classroom, they will inevitably
move on to the next level at the
end of the school year.

| love my job and enjoy be-
ing with my students.
However, changes should be
made to the Thai education
system to reduce government
edicts and allow local schools
more freedom. In a system
where teachers feel overbur-
dened with bureaucracy and
where apathetic students still
are allowed to pass, the pas-
sion in the hearts of many
young teachers is quickly ex-
tinguished.

Robert R Virasin is a licenced US
Attorney and managing director of
Virasin & Partners. He can be
reached at www.virasin.com. Eric
John de Guzman is a teacher at a
public secondary school in
Rayong, Thailand.
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From 6.00pm ftill 10.00pm

at Lagoon Quay

PHUKET BOAT LAGOON CO., LTD
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PROPERTY FOR SALE/RENT

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT
Quiet, modern, furnished 2
and 4 bedrooms with ensuite
bathrooms. Kitchen, aircon,
internet, TV. 700m from Nai
Yang Beach. Starts at
15,000 baht/month (long
term). Tel: 081-837 57747.

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB
Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country
Club. For more information,
please call 062-448 4825

(English).

CI}DO FOR SALE

Rovyal place condo, 3fl at the comer with swimming
pool view, 455gm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 084-47694612 | annanoil @holmail.com

LUXURY 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENT

Long term rental. Contact: phuke

tluxuryapartment@gmail.com or
www.phuketholidayapartment.com

TENNIS CLUB
FOR LEASE/SALE

Established for 10 years on
1.5 acres with regular custom-
ers. Due to the owner returning
overseas, the business is avail-
able for sale at 9.5 million baht/
rai. Chalong-Rawai. Tel: 081-569
6026 (English & Thai). Email:
patraporn_a@yahoo.com, www.
phuketsport.com

LONG TERM RENT
1-2 Bedroom houses, start
from 7,000 baht/month. Quiet
area, free wifi in Chalong /
Panwa area. Tel: 081-892
4311.

2-BEDROOM HOUSE IN
CHALONG

In Ananda Gardens, a quiet loca-
tion close to Chalong Pier and
Home Pro. Newly decorated in-
side and out. 2.7 million baht. Tel:
093-651 4162.

LUXURY POOL VILLA
Live in a tropical garden by La-
guna. Has all. Lease. Only
25,000 baht/month.Tel: 089-
594 4067.

5-BED POOL VILLA
1.2 RAI

Spacious secluded villa + 2
detached buildings, inclusive
of guest annex. Large open plan
living area, Western kit-chen.
Pool 11.3mx5.0m. Cha-note
title. 19,750,000 baht. Located
in Rawai. Please call 084-447
7248 (English), 084-447 7247
(English). Email: marine
law @ hotmail.com, www.thai
villaonline.com

COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAIHARN
A high-grade house, fur-
nished, near Rawai and Nai-
Harn beachs. 2 large bed-
rooms, with en-suite bath-
rooms, aircon. One guest
toilet. Large living-dining
room. Telephone and
internet. Tel: 081-895 3043.

PATONG TOWER
CONDOS

Tel: 080-692 6114. Email:
phuketitalianaimmobiliare

@gmail.com

BUILDING
FOR SALE/RENT

Brand new, 19 apartments, 2
shops. ldeal for hotel / spa /
medical clinic. Good location, lo-
cated in Patong. Tel: 094-887
0869 (English), 088-012 1425
(English & Thai). Email: nuchy
listings @ gmail.com

CONDO BUILDING
MANAGEMENT

Professional condominium
property management, CJP
services provided. With /
without rental scheme by
hoteliers. Email: gmseasia

@gmail.com

SEAVIEW LAND 1 RAI
Panoramic Seaview Land in
Yamu Hills for quick sale. 1
Rai: 4.5 million baht. Tel: 086-
5471188(English/Thai), 081-
8946188(English/Thai), Fax:
076-364118. Email: pacha
ra07 @gmail.com

FREEHOLD CONDO
FOR SALE
Fully furnished. Andaman
Beach Condo Patong. 1
bedroom, sea view, 12th
floor, 80.64sgm. 12 million
baht ONO. Genuine buyers
only. Tel: 081-737 8662.

BOATS & MARINE

THAILAND'S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

LEE MARINE

TRterataitional X Cariie O rokerage

—_—

SINCE 1897

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS

WWW.LEEMARINE.COM

MARCUS OVERMAN
+b6 B1 P68 1437

marcus@lesmarine net

MARTIN HOLMES
+bb B1 B91 7057

martinflesmaring net

325,000 GBP

Benoteau Gran Turismo Fly 49 [2013] ?Entontaﬂu‘fal:hrs 7012015)

440,000 EUR

JIM POULSEN
+46 B1 891 3237

limBleemaring net

Custom Power Catamaran 35m
120121 - 3,950,000 USD

Don Brooke 80 Pilot House
11980 f 2014 - 375,000 USD

.ﬂ.hokm%and Rasmussen 57

1942 f2015] - 295,000 USD

00 EUR

Riviera &2 flybridge [2004]
I75,000 USD

Tayana 58 Custom (2000 f 2015]
442,000 USD

Jeanneau 57 (2010
495,000 LUSD

SMALL FISHING BOAT
18ft fishing boat, fiberglass, 90
hp Yamaha, extra engine 4hp,
GPS, lights. 380,000 baht. Tel:
087-911 7296, 089-586 3197.
Email: info@ casajip.com

BOAT FOR SALE
WITH ENGINE
Best condition. At Khaolak,
2 years old, Yamaha Enduro
40 hp. Tel: 087-881 0673.

2009 AZIMUT 43S
FOR SALE

260,000 euros. Very well
maintained. Full options.
Tel: 089-470 8926. Email:
jyfievet@gmail.com
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

LOCH PALM CLUB
Individual with share play
and ride. Quick sale:
550,000 baht. Tel: 089-594
4067.

PCC
PHUKET COUNTRY
CLUB
Lifetime family member-
ship. 440,000 baht. Price
includes transfer fee. Lo-
cated in Kathu. Tel: 076-
319956, 088-760 5252 (En-
glish), 096-842 7514 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: jimbec
kett41 @hotmail.com

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP
Lifetime membership for
sale at 690,000 baht plus
transfer fee. Please call
087-887 9506. Email:
onobu.yukio @gmail.com

PHUKET COUNTRY
CLUB
Lifetime Family Membership:
Bargain price of 410,000 baht.
Seller will pay transfer fee. Tel:
082-805 3403, +61-418-
930818 (English), 091-034
0495 (English & Thai).
mikecahill1806 @ gmail.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS FOR SALE
IN PHUKET

This is a great opportunity to buy
an established business complete with an
Exclusive Licence in the area.

* Profitable business.

ASKING PRICE :

NEED EXTRA INCOME

Unique mini resort. Makes
money, 4 villlas, 2 pools, of-
fice, 1 rai by Laguna. 83-
year-old owner needs to sell
a half or all. Expat can own.
See and make an offer. Tel:
089-594 4067.

* Supplies Daily International Newspapers
to bars, restaurants, hotels and retail outlets.
* Successful operation for many years.
* Large customer base,
* Fully trained staff in place.
* Business premises complete with living
quorters (if required)

el

‘1 - - —
f Siiadeuscne Zeitung

For Further enquiries: 081 895 8837

P——CC

-PE
b ¥

SCANDINAVIAN
RESTAURANT
Well-known restaurant for
sale. Freehold, 3-storey
building in Krabi Town.
Price: 7.1 million baht. Tel:

089-591 0584 (English).

JOBS / RECRUITMENT

Phuket Gazette

[0 Thai national

written English

Reporter Wanted: Looking for a fun, enthusiastic
and confident individual to join Phuket's main
English-language media team.

REPORTER

[ Must have strong communication skills and a
desire to help improve Phuket

[J Experience preferred, but not necessary
(opportunity to learn on the job)

[ Reasonable command of spoken and

Competitive salary for the right candidate.
Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV by email to
Anna@PhuketGazette.net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79794 Moo 4, Thepkrasatiri Rd, Koh Kaew A, Muang, Phuket 83000

Tel: 076-615244 Ext 102 Mobile: 086-476 9612

Phuket Gazette

ACCOUNTANT

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the
following position:

» Thai nationals, aged 22 years up
» Bachelor's degree in Accounting
» Some fluency in spoken and written English

Good salary for the right candidate.
Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV by email to
Anna@phukelpazette.net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew, A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-615244 Ext. 102 Fax: 076-615240

SCUBATRAVELAGENT
Email: ebay @rock-star.as
ia. Please see details in web
link: https://magazine.divia

c.com/ job-vacancy-online-
travel-agent/

FULL TIME NANNY
FOR 6 WEEKS
Family in Rawai hiring FULL
TIME NANNY for 6 weeks.
Native ENGLISH speaker.097-

223 3705.

TOYS

SALE NINTENDO
Wii platform with extra games
(skiing, Olympics etc). Price:
3,000 baht. Tel: 082-257 1646.

RECEPTIONIST
REQUIRED
Looking for a receptionist for
a private villa. Contact Ann. Tel:
081-597 6195.

SHOP MANAGER
REQUIRED URGENT
Female only, Thai national, sal-
ary 30,000 or negotiable, good
command in english. Tel: 085-

363 2763.

OPERATIONS
ASSISTANT WANTED
Required at weddings &
events company in Cherng
Talay. Must have experi-
ence in events and work
under pressure. Good or-
ganizational skills, hard
working, good administra-
tion skills. Please call 089-

973 2159.

TUTOR
FOR 6-YEAR-OLD BOY

Seeking full time tutor for
my 6-year-old son. Qualified
person must be native En-
glish speaking (or ad-
vanced), hold a driving li-
cence, have a minimum of 3
years experience as a pri-
mary school teacher, and be
willing to travel to Europe 4
months per year. We offer
high salary, accommodation
and all traveling costs paid.
Tel: 081-892 7847. Send CV
to patrick @ oceanic-global.
com

SALES MANAGER

Prestigious Phuket devel-
oper seeks experienced
sales manager for Patong
area. Tel: 089-016 0984.
Send CV to patrick@ocea
nic-global.com

SECURITY GUARD
REQUIRED
Work 6 days per week from
19.00-06.00 (Saturday off).
Good working conditions.
Able to speak basic English.
Tel: 081-979 2937.

WHEELS
&

MOTORS

NISSAN MARCH
FOR SALE

Year 2011. 67,000 km, new
tyres. Insurance paid, good
condition. Price: 260,000 baht.
Tel: 087-622 6538 (English/
French), 093-676 8279 (Thai).

1980 ALFA ROMEO
ALFETTA
Restored, better than original.
Full photo and bills history.
600,000 baht. Has to be seen!
Email for more details!. Chiang
Mai. Tel: 081-777 8164 (English).
Email: contact_joost@msn.

com

CAR FOR RENT

500 BAHT / DAY
Isuzu Dmax, Highlander, 4
doors, 2500CC, year 2008,
manual gear. Located in Rawai.
Tel: 084-400 2668, 081-415
4883. Email: kp20025 @ gmail.
com
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For thelove of science and Phuket

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

DR TANWA Apornthip is cur-
rently afaculty member at Prince
of Songkla University (PSU),
Phuket campus. He recently ob-
tained his PhD from University
of Virginia and joined the inter-
disciplinary graduate school of
Earth System Science and
Andaman Natural Disaster Man-
agement (ESSAND) at PSU.

Hailing from a scientific
family, Dr Tanwa says he has
always looked up to his dad,
who pushed himself to study
new skills, especially computer-
related ones.

“Dueto my tendency to dis-
organize my father’s books, |
was forbidden to touch them.
Nevertheless, | always man-
aged to sneak in and
voraciously read every single
book. Eventually, my needs to
learn outgrew my patience to
wait for my parents to buy me
new books. Bookstores were
where | spent my middle-
school weekends reading all
that | could,” says Dr Tanwa.

“Science was the subject |
liked the most. The methodical
work ethic of scientists and the
logical justification of each sci-
entific theory immediately

struck me as one of the most
beautiful concepts discovered
by humankind.”

His love for science led him
to become a scholar under the
Development and Promotion of
Scienceand Technology Talents
Project (DPST) and Junior Sci-
ence Talent Project (JSTP)
programs during his highschool
years, where he was constantly
exposed to scientific methods
and a coherent way of thinking.
After high school, he won an-
other scholarship that supported
him through hisbachel ors, mas-
ters and doctorate in the US.

“1 want to use my knowledge
for the betterment of Phuket and
Thailand by combining analyti-
cal skills with social and
environmental problems to cre-
ate long-lasting and effective
solutions. | look at Phuket and
fed disappointed that an idand
with so much potential has
achieved so little,” he says.

At ESSAND, Dr Tanwa
aimsto solve environmental and
disaster-related problems, espe-
cialy for the Andaman region.

“My colleagues and | are
studying amyriad of topics, al
of which are fascinating to me.
Some of our projects include
seawater intrusion in Phuket,

LaGuna

PHUKET RENTALS

*Tariri 3 & condilichs ol

T

|

B

greenhouse gas inventory in
Phayao, and biodiversity of
corals, planktons, and marine
life in Phuket. Not only are we
doing impactful research, we
are also producing masters and
PhD graduates who will be the
basis for the next generation of
scientists,” he says.

Dr Tanwa remembers his
time in the US with fondness.

“University of Virginia, justas
mogt universitiesintheUS, isfull
of opportunities. It alowed me
to explore and discover who |
am. The entire faculty of the
Physicsdepartment, whilehighly
supportive, set a high bar for al
of us” he says.

Having a background in
both physics and finance, Dr
Tanwa wants to convince busi-
ness owners to start adopting
solar energy en masse.

“My research associates and
| are making a complete finan-
cial analysis of the return on
investment and competitiveness
of solar energy in Phuket. In-
creased use of solar energy will
help ease Phuket’'s looming en-
ergy crisis and also improve the
bottom-line of business owners.
We are adso trying to optimize
tsunami evacuation routes,
which will help reduce evacua

His advice to his students,
or anyone who wants to learn
something, is simple.
“Thereis no substi-
tutefor hard work
and persever-
ance. All the
information

and knowledge
is aready out
there in the
world, you just
have to follow
where you want
to go,” he says.

tion time and save more lives if
disaster dtrikes,” he says.
Besides hisresearch work
and academic undertakings,
Dr Tanwais an avid musi-
cian. He studied jazz @
during my also under-
graduate and playspiano
and guitar. “Late last
year, | discovered thejoy |
of playing the saxophone. ™
Right now, | am trying to
make sure my saxophone
produces other sounds that |
don't resemble whales' |
mating calls,” h A/..{
laughs.
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: Experienced
Broperty Management
and Rental Services

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week*

N

® |uxury 1-2 bedroom pool villas

* Managed by Banyan Tree

* Crvner privileges and discounts through
7 Sanctuary Club

® = Mernbarship to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 34.9 MB

« 2 badroam condominumds in gated
comimunity

= Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Mambership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 12.5 MB

+ -3 bedmom apartments n gated community

* Swirnming pool, fitness, and restaurant
on site

|+ Owner privileges and discounts through

Sanctuary Club

Price from THB 10.5 MB

Mare options available, please contact us for more information.
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