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‘WE CAN’'T STAND TO WATCH PEOPLE DYING ON OUR BEACHES

BUDGET SLASHED

B Concerns ared by
locd and internationd
community regarding
the PL.C budget cut

By Kongleaphy Keam

THE quality and number of lifeguards in
Phuket will remain unaffected in the new
contract despite a 10 per cent cut in the
budget, the president of the Phuket Life-
guard Club (PLC) told the Gazette on Janu-
ary 16.

Public concern about the budget cut for
Phuket’s lifeguards has been voiced by
both the local and international communi-
ties here, with the California-based
‘International Surf Lifesaving Association’
(ISLA) sending aletter to Prime Minister
Gen Prayuth Chan-o-cha earlier this
month, stating that the budget cut will cost
Phuket hundreds of lives.

“ThelSLA isawarethat the Phuket Pro-
vincial Administration Organization
(PPAOQ) has, for thelast 14 years, provided
money for lifesaving services at many of
Phuket’s beaches. However, our initial re-
view indicatesthe services delivered do not
meet international standards. In addition,
the private tender model for providing this
essential public safety service hasresulted
in numerous gaps of Lifeguard coverage
over thelast seven years,” the letter reads.

“The time periods without lifesaving
services have ranged from a few weeks in
some years, to months in others. These
lapsesin service leave Phuket’s dangerous
ocean waters unguarded, and subjects Thai
citizens and visitors to an even higher risk
of drowning.

“ISLA wishes to voice strong opposi-
tion to the PPAQO’s plan to reduce funding
for Phuket’'s lifeguards, when in reality
much more needs to be done to bring
Phuket’s lifeguarding service up to inter-
national standards.

“ISLA stands ready to assist in the de-
velopment and advancement of
professional lifesaving in Thailand. We can
provide additional training and rescue
equipment free of charge to help reduce
the high number of preventable drowning
casesin Phuket, but we (and the Thai Life-
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PLC Chief says there will be no delay in signing the contract this year, thus no gap will occur
between expiration of the old contract and enforcement of the new one. Photo: Gazette file

guards) also need your support.”

PLC President Prathaiyut Chuayuan
addressed both concerns, saying that they
had solved the issue of accepting a lower
amount of money, for doing the same job,
by acquiring outside sponsors for the pur-
pose.

“1 have been doing this for five years.
Last year, the PPAO suddenly reduced the
budget from 22 million baht to 19.8mn
baht. Although they have the right to do
that, it was still a shock for us. Since no
one else took action, we had to do it our-
selves,” Mr Prathaiyut said. “We can’t
stand to watch people dying on our beaches
— money is important, but lives are more
important.”

He added that although they had not
officialy been offered any helpfrom ISLA,
they would be happy to accept it if pro-
vided.

“As far as the gap between expiration
of the old contract and signing of the new
oneis concerned, we have already submit-

ted al the documents and are waiting for
the PPAO to approve them,” PLC Presi-
dent Prathaiyut told Gazette reporters.

Nararit Touyon from the Tourist Depart-
ment of the PPAO said that the processis
nearing conclusion, and barring any un-
expected events, they foresee no gap
between the expiration of the old contract
on January 19 and the new one taking ef-
fect the next day.

The gap between old and new contracts
has been a problem for many years, as
Phuket's beaches are left unmanned dur-
ing the transition period. The latest
contract was signed in March 2016, for a
period of 10 months.

The year before, contract signing was
delayed due to disagreement between the
PLC and PPAO over the requirement for
bidders on the contract to put down a 5
per cent deposit, and before that, Phuket's
beaches went unguarded for almost a
month, following lifeguards walking off
due to disagreement about contract terms.

Czech pedo
arrested for
HIV-infected
sexual crimes

A nationwide search for a
man wanted by Interpol led
to a rented apartment in
Cherng Talay. He was being
hunted for allegedly having
sex with a minor and dissi-
pating his disease to Thai
women and homosexuals.
Sory on Page 3
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Brit couple say

they were raped
on New Year’s

A BRITISH couple have al-
leged that they were robbed and
raped while visiting Phuket
during the Christmas and New
Year's holidays.

The couple, who were
named by Belfast Live as
Gerald Drumgoole and
Michael Burnett, said they were
attacked and robbed of 400
pounds and their iPhones after
their drinks were spiked at a
Phuket bar on New Year's Eve.

The couple also added that
“Police in Phuket just laughed
when we reported our attack. It
seemsthat kind of thing happens
regularly,” but they have not
provided details of where and
when the complaint was filed.

“So far, no report of theinci-
dent hasreached us, but we will
‘look into it" further,” Phuket
Provincial Police Deputy Com-
mander Peerayuth Kargjedee
told the Gazette on January 14.

Belfast Live additionally re-
ported that when the couple
returned hometheir doctor con-
firmed they had been raped.

“On the night of the attack,
Michael and | decided to go out
for some drinks to celebrate
New Year's Eve. We had a beer
in one bar and then moved on
to another. It wasin the second
bar that our drinks were spiked
with a date-rape drug.

“ After that we can’'t remem-
ber anything. It was only well
after the attack that we realized
we had been attacked and raped.

“We went to our own doctor
in Belfast who confirmed we
had been raped. It hasjust been
a very traumatic time for both
of us. We have had to be tested
for HIV and givenan HPV vac-
cine and tested for syphilis.”

The couple added that their
insurance provider “ abandoned
them” during their holiday.

“They said we had to con-
tact the insurance company
before deciding on which hos-
pital to go to in Phuket. We
phoned OUL Direct for five
days and they kept telling us
they would send an email and
call us,” Mr Drumgoole said.

The UK-based insurance
company has' responded’ tothe
claims and said they are inves-
tigating the matter.

— Zohaib Sikander

A building contractor, KMIT Construction, was let off with
rainwater onto Tri Trang Beach on January 13. The waste was coming from a construction project
being undertaken in the area, confirmed the Patong Mayor. Photo: Gazette file

Tri-Trang Beach marred
by congtruction waste

a warning for discharging murky brown

Yet another

biker killed by
taxi driver

A MOTORCYCLIST was
killed late night of January 15
in a head-on collision with a
taxi in Cherng Talay.

Lt Col Rassada K luengwong
of Cherng Talay Police re-
ceived reports of the incident
at about 1:50am.

“We arrived to find the body
of Sarayuth Duangjan lying
face down on the road,” said
Col Rassada. “Rescue workers
confirmed his right arm was
broken from the impact that
landed him about 15 meters
from the crash site.”

The taxi driver, named as
Jarun Kritsun, waited for police
at the scene.

“Mr Jarun said he was driv-
ing from Cherng Talay to Surin
Beach when Mr Sarayuth, com-
ing from the oppositedirection,
lost control of his motorbike
and smashed into his taxi. He
told us that the victim was
thrown off the motorbike fol-
lowing the impact.”

Police took Mr Jarun to the
station for further questioning,
and both vehicles were im-
pounded as evidence.

—Winai Sarot

Machine
thieves caught
red-handed

TWO cellphone top-up ma-
chine thieves were charged in
Thalang on January 11 after
they confessed to committing
the act at least six timesin or-
der to obtain money to buy the
locally illicit drug krathom.

A 22-year-old suspect
named by police as Attaphol
Panyasak, accompanied by a
minor, were seen stealing the
machines on CCTV.

“By checking video footage
of these areas, weidentified the
thieves after receiving several
complaints,” said Lt Col Prasan
Toworn of Thalang Police.

“They stole a machine from
Pa Khlok the night before and
took it to a rubber plantation
nearby. About 3am the follow-
ing morning, they were trying
to pry it open when we arrived
and caught them red-handed,”
said the colonel.

“We also seized one ma-
chine, a motorbike, the knife
used to cut the electric wire, a
chisel used to pry the machine
open, and 1,682 baht in cash.
Both men were charged with
theft. Additionally, they con-
fessed to stealing about 1,000

baht from each machine in or-
der to buy krathom.”
— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Officers dress
as postmen to
nab drug deder

A SUSPECTED dealer was
busted with drugs worth about
half a million baht by under-
cover police officers in Phuket
Town on January 15.

A tip from another dealer,
who had surrendered himself
on Saturday, led Phuket City
Police officials to the post of-
fice behind Provincia Hall.

“The dealer told us that a
man named Korapat Thipasak,
33, would cometo claim a par-
cel at that location,” said Lt Col
Ritthichai Chumchuay of
Phuket City Police.

The drug bust yielded 2,020
ya bah (methamphetamine) pills,
20pillsof ecstasy, drug parapher-
nalia and a mobile phone.

“We dressed up as EM S staff
and waited for him to show up
and sign for the package,” Col
Ritthichai told the Gazette. “As
soonashedid, wearrested him.”

Mr Korapat was charged for
possession of acategory 5 drug
with intent to sell, but he main-

tained his innocence.
Nevertheless, he was taken
to Phuket City Police Station
for further questioning and le-
gal processing.
—Winai Sarot

Supercheap
offers freedom
after theft

A PHANG Nga girl was ar-
rested on January 17 in Phuket
after she was caught shoplift-
ing from a Supercheap store
near the Heroines' Monument.

“Steff told us that she had
entered the store with abag, but
they paid no heed to it. How-
ever, the door alarms started
beeping when she attempted to
make off with abagful of items
worth about 1,200 baht,” said
Capt Suporn Muangkairong of
Thalang Police.

Staff told police that they
had not originally planned to
involve them in the matter, due
to their own “store policy re-
garding theft”.

“The company has a policy
that comprises multiplying the
total value of the stolen goods
by ahundred and asking a thief
to pay up. Staff said they called
her family over the phone, who
replied that they didn’'t have
that kind of money — approxi-
mately 122,100 baht.”

The girl was charged with
theft and taken to Thalang Po-
lice Station for further
processing.

—Winai Sarot

Burmese
woman shot in
ya bah incident

A WOMAN was shot during a
ya bah (methamphetamine)
‘exchange’ at aBurmesework-
ers camp on January 15.

Capt Kraisorn Boonprasob of
Thalang Police received reports
of the incident from Mongkol
Wongpradit, the caretaker of the
camp located in Thalang.

“Chan, aworker a the camp,
told us that two Thai men on a
whitematorbike gpproached him
and ‘ingsted’ that he buy yabah
from them. Mr Chan sayshere-
fused, so one of them attempted
to shoot him, but missed,” Capt
Kraisorn told the Gazette.

The stray bullet, that alleg-
edly came from a pen-gun, hit
awoman named Waisin.

“Wehaveradioed into search
theareafor the suspects, but they
seem to have disappeared.

- Winai Sarot
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|nterpol-wanted HIV
Infected S pat arr&sted

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

ROYAL Tha Police on Janu-
ary 17 apprehended a Czech
Interpol fugitive wanted for al-
legedly spreading HIV in his
home country and in Thailand.

Zdenek Pfeifer, 49, was ar-
rested at Sila apartments in
Cherng Talay. He was initialy
charged with overstaying his
visa, but is due to be taken to
Bangkok to process other
charges filed against him.

Mr Pfeifer was reportedly
seeking unprotected sex with
women and homosexuals in
Thailand, spreading HIV since
2014, reported The Nation.

Mr Pfeifer, aka' Frye Ferrari’,
is wanted by Interpol for alleg-
edly sexually violating a minor
and aso spreading the virus in
his country.

Travel records show that he
flew to Thailand threeyearsago,
after which he was spotted in
various tourist cities, including
Phuket and Chiang Mai.

Czech authorities have said
that after Mr Pfeifer tested posi-

Mr Pfelfer was arrested in Phuket Photo Krltsada Mueanhawong

tive for HIV in 2010, he had
unprotected sex with at least 10
people in the Czech Republic.
He even allegedly had sexual
intercourse with aminor, which
he recorded on video.

On its website, Interpol
warned that Mr Pfeifer may be
infectious and pointed out that
he is also liable to commit
sexual crimesinvolving minors.

In the days before the arrest,
Royal Thai Police issued an
appea for help in catching the
aleged pedophile. He was de-
scribed as a “good-looking

: h;—'lr

sweet talker”, who first entered
Thailand via Phuket Interna-
tional Airport on February 13,
2014. He left a few months
later, but returned in 2015.

A joint task force of Roya
Thai Police and military offi-
cids finaly apprehended him.

“We first spotted him at
Tesco Lotus Thalang. When he
left on his motorbike, our team
followed him,” said Maj
Tienchai Chomphu of Phuket
Immigration. “Another team
waswaiting for him at the apart-
ment, where we arrested him.”

Baan Kata Arts

Monday 23rd January, 2017

Drainage 1ssues go
round and round

'."i"h

Untreated wastewater being discharged near Surin. Photo: Wlna| Sarot

CHERNG Talay officials have
asked hotels and vendors to
stop the discharge of wastewa-
ter onto Surin Beach.

The request was issued af-
ter locals voiced concern on
January 15 over trash-bearing
wastewater flowing from a
sewage pipe near the beach.

“We filed complaints with
relevant officers, but were told
countless timesto wait,” said a
vendor who wished to remain
unnamed. “Problemiswedon’t
know how to do it ourselves.”

Cherng Talay Tambon Ad-
ministration Organization
(OrBorTor) President Ma-ann

Fest
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Samran says he haslong known
about the problem and that his
officers are till working on “a
temporary solution”.

“At this stage, al we can do
is to ask hotels and vendors to
control their waste.”

Mr Ma-ann confirmed he
has been working to “find a
permanent solution”.

“The project isexpected to be
completed in six months. Please
be patient, as everyone needs to
understand how budget appedals
work in Thailand. We haveto go
through a lot of procedures and
paperwork,” said Mr Ma-ann.

— Winai Sarot
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Change of
plansto arrest
fugitive monk

THE Department of Special
Investigation (DSI) is ready to
change its previous action plan
to launch a joint DSI-police-
Army operation to arrest fugi-
tive Phra Dhammachayo, the
former abbot of Wat Dhamm-
akaya in Pathum Thani, DSI
chief Colonel Paisit Wongmuang
said on January 18.

The monk, believed to be
hiding in the temple, is
wanted for money-laundering
charges linked to a high-pro-
file embezzlement case as
well as separate land-en-
croachment cases.

Col Paisit said the vast
temple currently had up to
3,000 disciples on site.

Justice Minister Suwaphan
Tanyuvardhana's has instructed
the agency to begin negotiations
to secure the monk’s surrender
or arrange other legal actionsto
bring the monk to trial.

Policeto
regpply for 100
arrest warrants

POLICE are gathering more
evidence to reapply for arrest
warrants for 100 police force
applicants who allegedly
cheated by copying answersin
the police entrance examina-
tion last month, deputy
Bangkok policechief Maj Gen-
eral Adul Narongsak said on
January 18.

Gen Adul said he needed a
week to screen for culpable ap-
plicantsbeforealist of innocent
successful candidates would be
passed for criminal background
checksbeforethetest resultsare
announced on January 30.

MINISTRY oF

FARANG AFFAIRS

v.. You REALLY
THIMK THAT
THE PoLicE
15 GoING To
BRoTHER To
INVESTIGATE

Your DEATH...

HE GoT BiP oF T

Suicipe M

CANNOT Frad THE
GurM THAT KILLED Hem
ELEMENTARY My
PEAR SoMSAakE

AFTER HE C8MMITTED

Out of 52 wanted personsin
the case, 37 students have testi-
fied to policeinvestigatorswhile
five asked for postponements
due to being preoccupied with
university examsor tripsabroad.
Another 10 failed to show up.

Gen Adul said that Bangkok
city regulation enforcement of -
ficer Jiraphot Plaidoung, who
surrendered earlier this month
and allegedly confessed to ar-
ranging exam cheating in
exchangefor hefty fees, wasre-
leased on bail of 150,000 baht.

Haze drive for
Chiang Mal
underway

THE Warm Heart Foundation
is seeking donations for a one
million project to eliminate
9,640 kilograms of smokefrom
theair over Chiang Mai during
the agriculture fire season.
The Sop the Smoke! cam-
paign is the first step in the
Warm Heart Foundation’sfive-
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year plan to eliminate 50 per
cent of the smoke. It is also
challenging the Chiang Mai
community todoitshitin elimi-
nating the remaining 50 per
cent.

The project will remove the
equivalent of smoke from
688,575,560 cigarettes.

Dr Michael Shafer, the
foundation’s director, said that
though the campaign will re-
move “just a puff of smoke
from our air, it is a first con-
crete step in the right
direction”.

Tha Airways
launches probe
on bribery case

THAI AIRWAY S I nternational
(THALI) on January 17 decided
to set up a committee to probe
allegations of bribery in the
purchase of engines from Brit-
ish engineering giant Rolls-
Royce.

Flight lieutenant Kanok
Thong-purk, a THAI executive
vice president, said the result of
the investigation would be
known within 30 days.

Thailand is among seven
countries named by the United
Kingdom's Serious Fraud Of-
fice (SFO), which found
conspiracy to corrupt or fail-
ure to prevent bribery by
Rolls-Royce, involving pay-

ment of US$18.8 million (663
million baht) to regional inter-
mediaries.

“Some of the money wasfor
individuals who were ‘agents
of the State of Thailand and
employees of Thai Airways,”
the SFO said. These agents
“were expected to act in Rolls-
Royce's favour with respect to
apurchase by Thai Airways of
T800 engines’, the BBC re-
ported.

British daily The Guardian
reported that the firm paid more
than US$36 million between
1991 and 2005 to agentsto help
it secure three separate con-
tracts to supply Trent aero
engines to Thai Airways.

Rolls-Royce (Thailand) re-
fused to comment on the
accusations.

The SFO revealed 12
counts of conspiracy to cor-
rupt or failure to prevent
bribery also in six other coun-
tries — Indonesia, India,
Russia, Nigeria, China and
Malaysia. Rolls-Royce em-
ployees allegedly paid bribes
to middlemen and foreign of-
ficials to win bids from 1989
to 2013.

The aerospace company
made the admission on Tues-
day at the high court in London,
aday after it was revealed that
it would pay 671 million
pounds in penalties to settle
nearly 25 years of corruption
allegations.

The payment will comprise
479 million pounds (29.1 hil-
lion baht) plus cost to the UK’s
SFO, 141 million poundsto the
US Justice Department, and
another 21.5 million pounds to
Brazilian regulators.

Thelong-running corruption
case is considered the biggest
individual investigation con-
ducted by the SFO.

Former MPto

gpeak ‘truth’
on TV show

OUTSPOKEN FORMER MP
Chuwit Kamolvisit announced
on January 17 that he had called
ahalt to hispolitical career and
would embark on a new career
in the media.

Mr Chuwit, 55, made his
promise by swearing before the
Tiger God Shrine, afamous Chi-
nese temple within the walls of
Rattanakosin Idand. He said he
aimed to tell the truth to people
on atelevison channdl, but de-
clined to say which one. His
program will be aired Monday
to Friday from 8:30pm, starting
on January 30, he said.

Mr Chuwit was freed from
prison last month and was
among the first batch of 30,000
inmates released under an am-
nesty granted to mark HM King
Maha Vajiralongkorn’s acces-
sion to the throne.

Hewasjailed in January last
year over theillegal demolition
of bars and shops at Bangkok’s
Sukhumvit Square night enter-
tainment areain 2003, when he
was known as a massage-par-
lor tycoon.

Mr Chuwit, a former Rak
Prathet Thai Party leader, said
he waswilling to hand over his
party to anyone who wanted to
run it.

PM orders
flood damage
survey, offers
compensations

PRIME MINISTER Gen
Prayuth Chan-o-cha has in-
structed authorities to conduct
comprehensive surveys of the
southern flood damage so that
effective rehabilitation mea-
sures can be taken.

“The Prime Minister hasis-
sued the order out of concern
for theflood victims,” Chatchai
Promlert, director-general of
the Disaster Prevention and
Mitigation Department, said on
January 18.

Thisyear’s extreme storms
have left 12 provinces under-
water and more than 1.6
million people in distress
while being blamed for more
40 deaths.

PM’'s Office Minister
Ormsin Chivapruck said the
government would pay
50,000 baht to each of the
families of those who lost
their lives.
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Social media tipsto boost busness

Simon Wetherell

AS WE begin another new
year, it is atimely opportunity
to consider what we should
look out for in 2017. It is al-
ways important to reevaluate
your digital footprint on aregu-
lar basis.

Here are my 2017 tips to
have a successful year in social
media and beat your competi-
tion, increase your revenues
and improve customer loyalty.

Remember, an efficient sales
funnel iscritical, especialy com-
bined with agood product and a
customer-friendly approach. Use
these techniques to build your
database, and consider splitting
that between a local and tourist
market if relevant.

STAND OUT FROM THE
CROWD

Dare to be different. A lot of
social media is people being
sheep, following what others
do without any real thought or
application. Avoid this trap —
find your voice, but don’t be
afraid to do something differ-
ent or untried. At the end of
the day, the goal is to be seen
and remembered. This will
put money in the bank ac-
count — but just be careful
about being to risqué.

Floods could
cause |osses of
up to B120bn

THE Southern flooding could
cost the economy between 85-
120 billion baht if it lasts two
to three months, the Board of
Trade of Thailand and Thai
Chamber of Commerce esti-
mates.

Vichai Assarasakorn, vice
chairman of the TCC, said that
if the floods subsided within
the next week or two, the cost
would be only about 10-15 bil-
lion, or 0.1 per cent of the
country’s gross domestic prod-
uct. However, if theinundation
lasts for two to three months,
the cost will be 0.5-0.7 per cent
of GDP because of the time
needed to repair the damage
and rehabilitate affected sectors
of the economy.

The highest losses are in ag-
riculture, whereas no serious
damage was done to tourism.

— The Nation

As people’s social media attention spans get shorter, the critical advantage for businesses will be building
real relationships with their clients and partners. Photo: Amanda Paul

RELATIONSHIPS WILL
BE KEY

Thereisno doubt that aspeopl€'s
sociad media attention spans get
shorter and shorter with morevo-
[uminous online marketing com-
ing their way, the critical factor
will be through building redl re-
lationships. There is a fine line
between selling and marketing —
peopleloveto buy but hateto be

sold to, so build the relationship
better than the rest and your sale

will happen.

USE SYSTEMS AND
AUTOMATION

There are so many fantastic
digital products out there at the
moment that you would be
crazy not to be using them. Of-
ten they arefree or very cheap,

/g

16/4 -5 Patak Km.2 Rd, Kata Hill
Karon, Muang. Phuket, 83130
www.santosaphuket.com

+66 (0)763.306.00

and the benefits are golden.
Why do the hard work when an
app can do it al for you.

FACEBOOK LIVE,
INSTAGRAM

Videos and pictureswill be used
more in 2017. Imagine showing
off your hotel rooms or new
housing display live on
Facebook with a limited time

offer of availability, adining ex-
perienceat your restaurant, alive
band at your bar... the list goes
on. Thiswill creste engagement,
interaction and a following.

GOOGLE PLACES

Google and its takeover of ev-
erything internet means that if
you are not plugged in you are
missing out. Google Maps is
now on almost every smart
phone, and for zero cost your
business could be showcased to
your local clients. Make sure
you get listed today.

CREATE A CONNECTED
DIGITAL FOOTPRINT

Make sure that you have a cohe-
sive, integrated online footprint.
Decide what presence you want,
then have them interconnect and
work with each other. Inmy next
column | am going to suggest
what | would do if | had to start
from scratch knowing what |
know, but for the time being,
think website, Facebook,
Instagram, YouTubeand Twitter.

Simon Wetherell is a Social Media
Expert, Trainer and Lawyer. He
now resides in Thailand where he
trains businesses and individuals
on how to profit from the Social
Media industry. For more
information go to http://Phuket
OnlineMarketing.com or call him
on 095 085-3355.

Visa & Work Permit

Tel : 091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.cam
www.phuketinternationallaw.com
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Phuket Gazette
Re-examining
beach safety

IT IS reassuring to know that lifeguard services will con-
tinue uninterrupted at popular Phuket beachesthisyear [see
cover page], but we still need to do a better job at publicizing
beach safety risks.

The pending contract agreement between the Phuket Life-
guard Club (PL C) and the Phuket Provincial Administration
Organization (PPAQO) will continue to minimize the number
of preventable drowning deaths of the kind that arereported
far too frequently here each monsoon season.

It is not clear why the PPAO insists on cutting expendi-
turetothe PLC, but it isniceto see a government body insist
on getting the most for itsinvestment of taxpayer money for
a change. Many local administrative bodies on the island
squander public funds on frivolous projects that have more
to do with self-promotion than public safety.

If provision of lifeguard services were left to them, one
can rest assured that the beach safety situation would rap-
idly deteriorate into the same type of embarrassment that
we have seen in public transport, the illegal divvying up of
beach land for commercial purposes, and so on.

Of course, no number of lifeguards will ever be able re-
duce the number of drowning deaths to zero when
over confidence and a lack of awarenessto the danger s posed
by rip-currents persist, especially among foreign tourists.

Much needsto be doneto bring theidand’slifeguarding ser-
vices up to international standards, but it might not be so easy
given that lifeguards monthly salariesstart at just 12,000 baht,
forcing many to seek alternative income streams just to get by.

Ancther areathat needsto be consdered isinvesting in more
water craft to help guards get to drowning victims before it is
toolate. Whiletheidand’snotoriousjet-ski syndicateshavedone
so much to harm theidand’s reputation, the Gazette recognizes
that they haverescued many distressed svimmer sover theyears.

Despite years of futile editorializing this space, it appears
that jet-skis are here to stay in Phuket. Given that fact, per-
hapsit istimeto train them and give them a moreformal role
in the beach safety effort.
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Officials need to take more notice

Re: Construction company
‘warned’ for discharging
wastewater, Jan 13

What a shame no onein the
government isinterested in the
filthy wastewater being
pumped into the Klong at the
North end of Kamala Beach,
where construction has de-
stroyed a beautiful Casurina
grove.

Nelsonian eyes seem to be
at work. Mind you, they seem
not to notice the plethora of
beach umbrellasin front of the
police station either — covering
far more than 10 per cent of the
beach. Profit conquers al.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Officialsshouldissue
orders, not requests

Re: Phuket officials request
hotels, vendors to curb flow of
wastewater, Jan 16
What is this ‘request’ non-
sense? Tell them obey the law
or hammer them with severe
financial penalty or even tem-
porary closure till they fix the
problem. They want touriststo
come to pristine beaches &
clean seas, so stop polluting
both.
James H Miller
Facebook

Tourists need to be
more aware

Re: Drunk foreigner hits
parked car and runsoff into the
woods, Jan 13

Thetip of the iceberg, drunk

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

drivers. Everyday, | see a fair
number of sober drivers who
drive recklessy on the roads of
Phuket. Pick-up trucks are
largely the main culprits, but
motorbikedriversaswell do not
careat all about what they might
do to other people on these
roads. The extremely noisy mo-
torbikesare becoming moreand
more common as well. Laws
that are not enforced are the
same asno law at all.
Andy
Gazette forum

No more rentals
without licence

Re: Chinese national dead in
Phuket after motorbike crash,
Jan 11
Only one thing can stop this
madness - stop renting motor-
bikes to foreigners with no
licence, and totally stop renting
to Chinese tourists — | see them
on motorbikes everyday, with
no clue about how to drive them.
Peter Top
Facebook

Sill many delays at
Phuket airport
Re: Across the Land: What the

new airport means for Phang
Nga, Jan 15

The ‘new’ Phuket airport is
already overstretched — poor
foresight n poor project man-
agement. Arriving passengers
face more than one-hour immi-
gration queues — and another
long line at the scanners (whilst
scanner staff are happily chat-
ting on their maobiles).

The outside arrival area is
just the same mess as before.
Several of my friendsfrom Eu-
rope told me this is the last
straw. The most expensivetaxis
in Thailand, the never ending
roadworks, the list goes on.

The solutions are obvious
and relatively simple — if
only...

Michael Pohl
Facebook

Why are the sus-
pects facesblurred

Re: Phuket's serial top-up ma-
chine thieves caught red-
handed, Jan 12

Ok, so you have caught the
young men and oneis aminor.
What is classified as minor
when we have school boys and
girls riding motorbikes to and
from school.

Some of them are nothing
but thieves, so why block out
their faces?

Nothing better than disclos-
ing their faces to shame them —
then perhaps it won't happen
again.

The same applies to anyone
caught committing acrime. No
head cover —| want to seethem,
not police faces.

Bazza
Gazette forum
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Preparmg your property for sale

IN THE previous article, we
talked about things house own-
erscan doto preparetheir prop-
erty to go onthe market for sale
and ensure a good price. Here
are some more things you can
do to make your property at-
tractive to potential buyers.

INCENTIVES

To make your property stand out
from others, it is a good idea to
offer some enticement. These
canincludeadvancerental book-
ings, flexible payment options
such as vendor financing, or a
discount on the asking price.

SELLING TIPS

Here are some tips to increase
likelihood of a sale:

1. Your property should al-
ways be available at short
notice for viewings. If that’s
inconvenient, leave a key with
the agent. Remember, the buyer
has little time and lots of other
properties to see, so you must

First impressions are |mportant so make sure that the exterlor of the property is up to standard and the

garden is neat; gutters cleaned, windows sparkling and so on. Photo: mynemesis2011

cooperate or potentially lose a
sde.

2. It's best not to be at home
or make yourself scarce when
the agent visits with the buyer,
otherwise the buyer feels as if
they areintruding and won't be
able to visualize living there
themselves. If you are asked to
show them around, ensure you
give them some privacy after-
ward so they can talk together

and look around.

3. First impressions are im-
portant, so make sure the
exterior of the property isup to
standard and the garden is neat;
gutters cleaned, windows spar-
kling and so on.

4. Tidy upinside. Ensurethe
house is spotless, al personal
belongingsare stored away and
everything looks shipshape. Put
away toys, clothes, magazines

and shoes.

5. Air the rooms that are not
used regularly. Use some pot-
pourri or something natural to
take away any bad smells.

6. Lock up pets before any
visit and do not involve the
buyer with them. Not everyone
isapetlover andthey areadis-
traction. Also remove pet food
bowls and any visible sign of
habitation where possible, es-

pecialy smells.

7. Turn on all the interior
lights, even during daytime, as
this makes everything appear
bigger and more appealing.
Open the curtains too.

8. A lick of paint can work
wonders and it pays to refresh
the look of the property before
reselling, as well as mending
any cracks and putting the
property in the same condition
as when it was new.

9. Remove rubbish from the
bathroom and kitchen to avoid
lingering smells.

10. Make yourself available
to answer any further questions
the potential buyer might have.

11. Have professional photos
taken of your property. Listings
with high-quality photos gener-
ate an average of 139 per cent
more clicks than those without.

12. Keepyour broker updated.
L et them know if you have made
improvements to the property,
reduced your asking price or can
offer flexible payment options.

For more information about this
article contact Kevin Hodges,
Siam Real Estate (SRE) at 076-
383646 or email kevin@siamreal
estate.com; siamrealestate.com

LH READY PACKAGE

Full Furnished Quality Detached House

from Land and Houses

Receive special privileges

up to 350,000 B*

Sl e

8 &

) LAND & HOUSES L 076-615-188
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Phuket’s final

On Deck

@ By Duncan Worthington

PHUKET’ S marine destination
reputation was, to alarge part,
built by the sailing fraternity.
That statement is perhapsared
rag to some bulls, but in my
opinion, the industry was built
on the back of initial efforts by
the sailing fraternity and for
this, they should be grateful.

Thirty years ago, back in
1987, the Phuket King's Cup
Regatta shone the brightest
light on the island’s marine
scene, and has continued to
take word of Phuket's sailing
credentials globally every year
since.

Over time, however, the pen-
dulum has swung to power
boats. From small to large, and
now superyachts, brokers have
placed an emphasis on selling
power boats of all brands from
al corners of the world, pre-
sumably in response to
customer demand.

As Phuket’s tourism indus-
try has grown, so have the
number of boats. In a recent
seminar presentation by Mat-
thew Na Nagara, President of
the Thailand Marine Business
Association, he highlighted
the clear correlation between
the number of marina berths
in Phuket and the number of
boats here. In brief, as more
berths have been built, more
boats have based themselves
here.

While the power boat scene

ly comig

N

13

|

The Hanse 315, that won four awards last year, pictured moored here in Phuket. Photo: Scott Murray

thrives, it's encouraging to
see a resurgence of the sail
boat scene also. This resur-
gence has been lead by the
island’s home-grown boat
building industry. However,
in the last few weeks — what
with all the back-to-back ma-
rine industry activities — it’s
been very clear to all willing
to wake up from their post-
festive season slumber that

ROMRaAWIN

Lifting g,
Smoothing

Away your lines
wrinkles and sags.

Program

Ultra Therapy

Program

Therma CPT

“Results mry vary by individual

Rbmeawin JUngceyion Patong Bsach Phuket
Sense of Wellness Zone, 3™ Fir.
® 076-600-148 o

sailing yachts are back.

Thefirstsignwasat theAsia
Superyacht Rendezvous which
this year welcomed one of the
biggest superyacht sailing
fleets they have seen in recent
years.

There were further signs of
sail boat popularity at the
island’s two boat shows —
Thailand Yacht Show and
Phuket International Boat

Show —where agrowth in the
number of sailing yachts dis-
played at each was clear for
all to see. Sure, power boats
still dominated and delivered
the ‘wow’, and sail yachts
were still few in number at the
shows. However, yachts of all
sizes, from small trailerable
trimarans to luxurious multi-
hulls and superyachts were
showing off their lines

home

proudly.

Simpson Marine were show-
casing the Lagoon and
Beneteau brands at the recent
shows, with the brand new La-
goon 420 sailing catamaran and
Beneteau Oceanis 55 both turn-
ing heads.

Further along the dock were
two smaller yachtsfrom Hanse,
represented by the local deal-
ership SouthEast Asia Yacht
Sales & Services (SEA Yacht
Sales).

Having won four awards in
2016, the first Hanse 315 in
Asia was on display, moored
next to it's big sister the Hanse
415, and caused quite a stir.

Speaking with Rob Will-
iams of SEA Yacht Sales, he
said “When people see the
415 they say “what a lovely
boat”. Then when they seethe
315 they say “wow, what a
great boat”.

“It'sareally beautiful design
and sails well. It's easy to sail
single-handed and has a very
high quality finish. It'sideal for
couplesandfamilies—agoodal-
round boat that is very
competitively priced,” says Mr
Williams. Having sold three
Hansein 2016, Phuket’ssail boat
resurgence looks set to continue.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications (www.
infinity-comms.com) consults to
leading consumer brands,
hospitality and marine clients in
Thailand. In his 'spare time' he

runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Gazette Radio Producer Simon J Hand celebrates Children’s Day with Phuket Boat Lagoon’s resident
mermaid and friends. Festivities and fun activities were held all over Phuket and Thailand to mark the
annual Children’s Day, which is held on the second Saturday of January every year.
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Open thefloodgai&sto awatery embrace

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbell

4

SOUTHERN Thailand has re-
cently been in the watery em-
brace of floodsthat are unprec-
edented in their severity.

A few datigtics to clarify the
stuation: the inundation has af-
fected 13 provinces in Southern
Thailand, with Songkhla being
the worst affected one — 14 out
of 16 districtshave been declared
disaster areas. There have been
more than 40 recorded fatalities,
while morethan amillion people
have been affected.

Floodwaters reaching the
roofs of houses have been com-
monplace. In Trang, my
partner’s daughter and her
young family have twice been
forced to leavetheir house. Ev-
erything gone except the
pick-up. Many holidaysin Koh
Samui and Koh PhaNgan have
been cancelled.

Why? The reasons are both

More than a million people have been affected by the floods, and many
rendered homeless. Photo: The Nation

global and local. On a global
level, the main culprit is global
warming. Rain and snow — or
precipitation — basically come
from two sources: 60 per cent
from theworld’s oceans and 40
per cent as moisture ‘recycled’
over land masses. But the
amount of moistureinthe heav-
ensislargely determined by the

warmth of the atmosphere.
And it is getting warmer up
there — consider the melting of
polar icecaps, and the rising
temperature of theworld’ s seas.

The amount of water in sus-
pension, at least in certain
conditions, is greater — hence
moreand heavier rain. Cyclones
have increased measurably in

intensity since 1981. Torrential
rain, as we gardeners in Phuket
know from recent experience, is
not beneficial: it has aleaching
effect onthe soil’snutrientsand,
by saturating plant roots, less-
ens its capacity to absorb and
then exhaledll that excessmois-
ture — a process known as
evapotranspiration.

Closer to home, an example
of the impact of warm air ispro-
vided by the continuing presence
of the North Eastern monsoon
over the Gulf of Thailand. It
should have dissipated by now,
bringing drier weather, but the
rain persisted, much to the cha-
grinof touristswandering around
in plastic waterproofs.

Why is the planet experienc-
ing climate change? There are
many reasons, including in-
creased levelsof carbon dioxide,
mostly from foss| fuels spewed
out by coal-burning factories,
and vehiclesrunning on gasoline.
Methaneand nitrousoxideemis-
sions from agricultural practices

and decaying waste are hasten-
ing the process of ozone
depletion. The plankton explo-
sion due to warming seas has
contributed to oxygen loss.

So is Thailand, and particu-
larly Phuket, more or less
culpable? Yes and no. Thailand
is an inevitable victim of all
these global factors. But one
stands out — deforestation. The
lossof tropical rainforestisboth
causeand effect . Cause because
trees are one of the crucial sup-
pliers of oxygen and absorbers
of carbon dioxide, pivota play-
ers in the battle against global
warming. Effect because once
heavy precipitation does arrive,
they act as giant sponges. Rain
ontheleavesevaporatesinto the
air, while the roots both retain
surplus moisture and hold the
soil in place.

| am prepared to wager that
if Thailand still possessed all
those ancient rainforests, this
epidemic of flash flooding
would have been avoided.

Century-old Kathu
distillery restored

Top: A 100-year-old abandoned Sino-Portuguese style distillery
in Kathu. Bottom: The restored and repainted building after
completion of the repair work by Kathu Municipality. The area
around the building was turned into a public park. Kathu Mayor
Chaianan Sutthikul says that the rich heritage, architecture and
culture of Kathu will help promote tourism in the area.

JACARANDA LOUNGE presents the original

—

GRAHAM GOLD (SAMUI)
FIESTA, SHOWS, ACROBATS,

LINDSAY & ANASTASIA

F AILAND

f CHATEAU DALE BEACH CLUB
CHAWENG KOH SAMUI

Discount of 10% for all venues for tickets purchased between
20™ Jan 2017 and the 26™ Jan 2017. Valid for web site purchases only
and standard tickets only. Please use discount code PG200TI7AY

on our YVIP packages please visit our web site

PARTY

DJ'S S5ETS

PHATS & SMALL
RICK LIVE

JAMIE PORTEOUS

DANCERS, SINGERS

MCQUEEN
FLYBOARD & SAXO

11.02.2017
XANA BEACH CLUB
PHUKET

14.02.2017

16.02.2017
CLIFF POOL CLUB
PATTAYA

For tickets and more information

www.ibizaparty.asia
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

WATERFALL HOUSE

Lush tropical riverside, 2 bed-
rooms,1 bathroom, 2-car garage,
built 2010, 1.9 rai, 2 separate
Chanotes, 5.9 million baht. Lo-
cated in Natai, Khok Khloi. For
more information, please call
086-283 2619 (English), +1-250-
813-2582 (English). Email: anti
guaray @hotmail.com

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW

YAMU HILL
1 or 2 rai, 180° ocean view. 24hr
security, water & electricity sup-
ply. Freehold. 5.7 million baht /
rai. For more information, please
call 084-625 5090 (English).
Email: yamu.hills.sunrise @
gmail.com

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB
Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sgqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country Club.
For more information, please
call 062-448 4825 (English).
Email: gunzo @email.de, www.
asiasold.com/view/phuket-golf-
course-view-condominium-for-

sale-273205

PHILLIPS PROPERTY ANNOUNCES

OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATION

44/25, MOO 3, KAMALA | TEL 076 609 409

WE OWN LEADING WEBSITES

PHILLIPS-PROPERTY.COM | PHUKETPROPERTY.COM

RENTALSWORLDWIDE.COM
COMING SOON

LAGUNARESALES.COM

OUR SINGAPORE BASED OPERATIONS
RENTALS.SG | RENTALSWORLDWIDE.COM
CONTACT US TO SELL, BUY OR RENT

THAILAND@PHILLIPS-PROPERTY.COM | 076 609 409

PHILLIPS RENTALSWORLDWIDES

stay | live | explore

PhuketProperty.com

Phuket's No.1 Property Website

NAKA ISLAND

Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 min to Ao Po pier.
240sgm on 2 floors, 750sgm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai), 084-846 1270 (English).
Email: nakaislandhouse@g
mail.com

CONDO-BUILDING
MANAGEMENT
Professional condominium
property management, CJP
services provided. With / without
rental scheme by hoteliers.
Send email to gmseasia@

gmail.com

BUILDING
FOR SALE/RENT

Brand new, 19 apartments,
2 shops. Ideal for hotel / spa
/ medical clinic. Good loca-
tion, located in Patong. For
more information, please call
094-887 0869 (English), 088-
012 1425 (English & Thai).
Email:  nuchylistings @
gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR RENT

BEACHHOUSES
CHALONG

Sea views, pool, furnished, 2 &
3 bedroom houses from 12,000
baht, Wifi, cable TV included.
For more information, please
cal 089-470 6104. www.house
rentalsphuket.com

HOUSE WITH POOL
14,000 BAHT / MONTH
Furnished, aircon, kitchen, free
cable TV & internet, swimming
pool, green area. Located at
Welcome Inn Villa Rawai. Tel:
089-475 1200. Email: info@wel

comeinnvilla.com

CONDO FOR RENT
NEAR CENTRAL

Centrio Condo, fully fur-
nished, ready to move in,
5th floor. Near Central Festi-
val. 13,000 baht/ month. 6-
month contract. Line ID:
enimguru. Tel: 086-800 4131
(English & Thai). Email: nim
dee @hotmail.com

40 METERS OF
BEACHFRONT LAND
FORLEASE
2,400sgm land at Chalong Bay.

Tel: 081-826 9390.

PATONG TOWER CONDO
Long term only. 66sgm, fur-
nished, True Vision and WiFi.
Tel: 081-892 1621.

PATONG
5,000 BAHT / MONTH

Very large ensuite room with
balcony, utilities and kitchen
available, and apartment avail-
able, at sensible long-term rate
in Patong. 10 minutes to beach
and to Jungceylon. Only 5,000
baht plus electricity monthly.
Also weekly. Negotiable rates.
Tel: 081-082 2897 (English &
Thai). Email: reservations @
stayphuket.info

LUXURY 1-BED CONDO

1 bedroom, 2 bathrooms, condo
in central Patong. 500m to
beach, 1km to Bangla. Quiet.
Please call 091-874 9505.
Email: yesgeoff@gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE

FOR RENT /SALE
Phuket townhouse, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 3 aircons, car
park. Furnished, quiet locality.
Near Central Festival. Long
term: 15,000 baht / month.
Please cal 081-719 7015 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: jassarab
ee@gmail.com

CAPE YAMU
SEAVIEW VILLA
4 bedrooms, pool, garden,
90,000 per month, close to
school. Tel: 086-279 6283.
Email: rdcapeheights @ gmail.
com

KATHU FLAT

100sgm, furnished, secure, con-
venient location, good area for
exercise. For more information,
please call 086-664 5575 (En-
glish). Email: hkmsn@yahoo.
com

TENNIS CLUB
FORLEASE/SALE

Established for 10 years on
1.5 acres with regular custom-
ers. Due to the owner returning
overseas. Now the business is
available for sale 9.5 million baht/
rai. Chalong-Rawai. Tel: 081-569
6026 (English & Thai). Email:
patraporn_a@yahoo.com, www.
phuketsport.com

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

Quiet, modern, furnished 2 and
4 bedrooms with ensuite bath-
rooms. Kitchen, aircon, internet,
TV. 700m from Nai Yang Beach.
Starts at 15,000 baht/month
(long term). Tel: 081-837 5774
(English), 092-431 5962. Email:
info@adrinflatables.com

COZY HOUSE FOR RENT
A high-grade house, furnished,
minutes from Rawai and Nai-
Harn. 2 large bedrooms, ensuite
bathrooms, aircon. One guest
toilet. Large living / dining room.
Telephone and internet. 20,000
baht/month. Tel: 081-895 3043,
061-692 3654. Email: hunt17@
hotmail.com

[HE PLALR

Phuket's most unique boutiques

Office Space
Shops for Rent

081 8941820
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JOBS / RECRUITMENT

Vanderbilt International Group Co., Ltd.

Vanderbilt International Group Co., Ltd., a member of The Murjani Group,
designs, imports, and retails, men's fashion accessories in Thailand, under
their international designer heritage brand — “Vanderbilt New York”.

4
13

VANDERBILT

NEW YORK

Vanderbilt New York provides an offering of luxury designs and high quality
products, at affordable prices, that fit an urban, but contemporary lifestyle. The
range of fashion accessory products include watches, sunglasses, pens, small
leather goods, bags and belts.

The company manages all aspects of the supply chain, from design, to import, to selling the products directly to
consumers, at both company owned retail shops and e-commerce.

We are looking for an enthusiastic, creative, well organised and highly qualified individual, who wishes to enhance their
career and be part of a major, exciting, international heritage brand, in Thailand.

Senior Marketing Manager (SMM) & Marketing Manager (MM)

Department: Marketing
Salary: SMM — up to THB150,000 and MM - up to THB100,000 per month
Location: Bangkok or Phuket

JOB DESCRIPTION
The marketing department’s mission is to create and manage a 360° marketing programme to
enhance brand awareness, direct consumers to the company’s digital platforms and increase sales at
both the retail stores an e-com.

Requirements:

® SMM — have a minimum of 15 years relevant experience

® MM — have a minimum of 10 years relevant experience

® Must have a good understanding of the various online and off-line marketing platforms
® Should be creative, well organized and be comfortable in multi-tasking

@ Be fluent in English — both written and spoken

Job responsibilities:

® Create and manage a 360° marketing programme

® Coordinate with the company’s various external marketing agencies

@ Be fully updated with competitors’ activities

® Be in regular communication with and visit company stores

® Coordinate and keep company HO and retail team fully informed of planned marketing activities

Senior Designer (SD) & Designer (DD)

Department: Marketing
Salary: SD — up to THB100,000 and DD - up to THB60,000 per month
Location: Bangkok or Phuket

JOB DESCRIPTION
The designer’'s mission is to understand the brand DNA and create ongoing graphic work as needed by
the brand, e.g. posters, etc., and designs for new fashion accessory products.

Requirements:

® SD - have a minimum of 10 years relevant experience

® DD - have a minimum of 7 years relevant experience

® Must have a good understanding of the various programs to create and develop such artwork
® Should be creative, well organized and be comfortable in multi-tasking

® Be fluent in English — both written and spoken

Job responsibilities: Create and manage all the design needs of the company

Further information:
Applicants can visit the following platforms to gather further information about the group and Vanderbilt New York.
Facebook - VanderbiltNY | Instagram — VanderbiltNY | Brand website — www.VanderbiltNY.com
Corporate website — www. MurjaniGroup.com

Interested applicants are invited to send their CV/resume,
with a recent photograph and expected salary to hr@vdbny.com

Vanderbilt International Group Co., Ltd. (Head Office)
No. 1 Pasak-Koktanod Road, Cherngtalay Sub-district, Thalang District, Phuket 83110 Thailand

Telephone number: +66 76 318281, Facsimile number: +66 76 318123

SCUBATRAVELAGENT

Email: ebay@rockstar.asia,
please see details in weblink:
https://magazine.diviac.com/
job-vacancy-online-travel-
agent/

MEDIA SALES EXECUTIVE
Male / female, 28+ years old,
English speaking. Prefer some
print media sales experience,
but happy to train. Send your CV
to resortgm @ gmail.com

WHEELS
&

MOTORS

MAZDA B2500 PICK UP

4-seater, 109PS, 2001 model,
4WD, 270T KM, Diesel. Color:
blue metallic on top, silver on
bottom. HiFi, new front tires.
Clean car and solid condition.
Price: 295,000 baht. Please call
097-090 6929 (English). Email:
jdesch@desch-audio.com

GENERAL

CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

NAIHARN RESTAURANT
FOR SALE
500,000 baht. Restaurant with 3
bedrooms, fully furnished and
equipped. 10-year contract. Tel:
089-026 4172, 087-278 6267 .
Email: pietrijj@gmail.com

SOITIGER BAR
Turnkey with all equipment, 4th
row. 8-month lease. Rent: 50,000
baht/month. Price negotiable for
quick sale. Tel: 086-943 6574.

PETS

CANE CORSO PUPPIES
FOR SALE
30,000 baht each. 3 females, 1
black and 2 grays. 33 days old
now (15.01). Located in Kathu.
Tel: 080-529 3353 (English).
Email: bytheair@gmail.com

BULLETINS

Alcoholics
Anonvmolls

If you want to drink
that is your business

OV
101010

HIAINSOITS

Daily Meetings

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com

Gcmglc AA Phuket

BOATS & MARINE

2009 AZIMUT 43S
FOR SALE

260,000 euros. Very well
maintained. Full options.
Tel: 089-470 8926. Email:
jyfievet@gmail.com

BOAT FOR SALE
WITH ENGINE
Best condition. Located at
Khaolak, 2 years old, Yamaha
enduro 40hp. Tel: 087-881 0673.
Email: robert.demke @ gmail.
com

3 FIBERGLASS

SPEEDBOATS
Made in Norway. 1) 6 meter with
Yamaha 85hp (used). 2) New
4.7 meter, Tohatsu 50hp. 3)
New 4.7 meter, no outboard. All
3 boats are 850,000 baht. Sold
separately or together. Tel: 087-
889 6904. Email: oldenper@
gmail.com
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A musical feast for the soul

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

BANGKOK native Tasana
Nagavgjaraistheartistic direc-
tor of Pro Musica and is cur-
rently performing a series of
classical concerts astheviolin-
ist for Pro Musica Ensemble.
The trio is touring Phuket,
Chiang Mai, Hua Hin and
Bangkok this month, with the
Phuket performance slated to
beheldat Mom Tri VillaRoyale
on January 23. Mr Tasana has
been pursuing music since the
age of nine, drawing inspiration
from his parents who are both
music lovers and studied mu-
sic in Europe.

“My father plays the violin
with Cambridge University Stu-
dent Orchestra. | grew up
listening to al kinds of music
and attended lots of concerts
from a very young age,” says
Mr Tasana.

Hehasstudied theviolinwith
many prominent teachers, such
as Supot Chomboon, Sutin
Srinarong and Choochart
Pitaksakorn at the Faculty of
Fine and Applied Arts,
Chulaongkorn University.

“Nowadays, there are lots of

young, talented kids playing
music, but talent is not every-
thing. Young musicians need
proper training and discipline.
Anyway, music makingin Thai-
land is much better than when |
grew up 40 years ago,” he says.

He continued his music
studies at the International
Menuhin Music Academy
(IMMA) in Switzerland and the
Vorarlberg Conservatory in
Austria, where he was trained
in chamber music and exten-
sively toured with the Camerata
Lysy Gstaad throughout major
European cities, as well as in
the US, Canada and South

America.
Mr Tasana also studied the
violin with Kathryn

Lucktenberg at the University
of Oregon, where he was a
Graduate Teaching Fellow,
Concert Master of the Univer-
sity Symphony Orchestra as
well as 1st violinist with the
Eugene Symphony Orchestra,
the Oregon Mozart Playersand
the Collegium Musicum En-
semble. He graduated with a
Master of Music degree and
received the Outstanding
Graduate Performer Award.

He aso received a scholar-
ship from the Classical Music
Education Supporting Fund un-
der the patronage of HRH
Princess Galyani Vadhanato at-
tend a master-class at the
Crescendo Violin School for
professional musicians in Ger-
many.

Upon returning home, Mr
Tasana became a founding
member of the Faculty of Mu-
sic at Silpakorn University, and
has also served as Director of
the Silpakorn Summer Music
School (SSMS) since 2005. As
aprofessional musician, he has
performed major violin
concerti with Thailand’s lead-
ing orchestras, and served as
Concertmaster of the Bangkok
Symphony Orchestra under
Hikotaro Yazaki for 10 con-
secutive seasons.

In recent years he has con-
centrated his efforts on
chamber music by introducing
arepertoire hitherto unfamiliar
to Thai audiences. He has been
intensifying his international
career with his involvement as
faculty member and chamber
performer in the Estate Musi-
caleFrentanain Lanciano, Italy,

since 2011.
He has aso twice given re-
citals at the historic Mend-
elssohn Housein Leipzig, Ger-
many, one of which he recalls
as one of the most challenging
performances of his life.

“I performed a Felix
Mendelssohn violin sonata
there. The concert wasin
the music room where
Mendelssohn com-
posed the piece —
just a few meters
away from his
death bed,” Mr
Tasana recalls.

Despite his
numerous in-
volvements and
accomplish-
ments, Mr
Tasanalovesto travel
and spent aweek driv-
ing around Tuscany in
a bright red Fiat 500
last summer.

“I admire all profes-
sional musicians who
love their job, which is
not easy. When music
making becomes a re-
petitive and routine job,
it is not a healthy place

for amusician to be. As a mu-
sician, | can tell
if a person
lovestheir ca-
reer and their
image more
than the mu-
sic itsalf.”
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