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‘NO ONE HAS APPEARED TO CLAIM OWNERSHIP OF THESE BOATS

FISHY BOAT

B Crew members
aboard the seized
vessals are awaiting
cash settlements

By Kongleaphy Keam

THE Royal Thai Navy andthelllegal Fish-
ing Suppression unit are trying to locate
the owners of seven fishing vessels that
faked nationality documents to enter
Phuket in November last year.

The vessals, with 10 crew members on
board, were denied entry into Phuket’swa-
ters when officials checked the ownership
documents — they stated Bolivian owner-
ship that turned out to be forged.

A joint task force — led by Radm
Wannapol Glormgeao, secretary-general of
the committee on illegal fishing suppres-
sion, and Surapol Kuptaphan, commander
of the RTN Third Area Command —isin-
vestigating the issue following a special
order issued by Deputy PM Prawit
Wongsuwan in Bangkok.

“No one has appeared to claim owner-
ship of these boats. The problem is that
there are 10 crew members who are stuck
here without any resources,” said Radm
Wannapol.

All ten — nine Indonesians and one Fili-
pino — said they are owed between five to
19 months of wages, and earn about 12,000
baht a month on average.

“They have legal documentation for
working in Thailand. We have not detai ned
them; they just do not have the money to
fly back home. However, they're also im-
portant witnesses who can help usto catch
whoever is behind the operation,” said
Radm Wannapol.

Officias have provided food and tem-
porary accommodations to the crew
memberswhilethey aretrying to locatethe
owners of the lllegal Unreported Unregu-
lated (IUVU) vessels.

“We know that the owners are Taiwan-
ese, possibly with Thai shareholders. We
know their names and some personal de-
tails, but we are collecting more evidence
to be sure,” he added.

The boat owners are not only wanted

An officer looks over one of the seven IUU vessels that were seized in Phuket in November
last year and prevented from docking at Rassada Pier. Photo: Gazette file

for faking nationality, but for illegally try-
ing to sell fish in Phuket.

“All they have is fishing permission
from Myanmar, so they have to port and
sell the fish there,” said Radm Wannpol.

“The crew members say this is not the
first time they have been to Phuket — each
boat has been here at |least three times be-
fore. Therefore, we have to take strong
action against this,” he added.

Radm Wannapol said that this will im-
pact the future of 1UU fishing in Thailand.

“We are doing our best to improve the
international ranking of Thailand by get-
ting rid of illegal fishing. If the fish
exported overseas are acquired through il-
legal means, it will have dire consequences

in the international community. We want
to make an example of this case and pur-
sue it relentlessly until we get positive
results,” said Radm Wannpol.

One of the crew members, named as
Reynaldo Prado Meneses, 65, told the Ga-
zette that they are not victims of human
trafficking, but are in dire circumstances
because of the lack of money.

“| trust the Thai government and believe
that they can help us. | have been working
for more than seven monthswithout receiv-
ing any payments. | am happy to cooperate
and answer al their questions, but we are
all innocent and legal crew members who
have worked hard for their money. We just
want our money to go back home,” he said.

Two dead in
thisyear’s
‘Seven days
of danger’

The seven days of danger
campaign has, at the end of
day 6, yielded two deaths
and 76 injuries on the roads
of Phuket. Police have been
working to keep the death toll
under control as the cam-
paign comes to a close.
Sory on Page 3
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Drug deders
busted with
B1mn meth

FOUR suspects, including a
minor, werearrested in Rassada
on December 28 with more
than 4,000 pills of ya bah
(methamphetamine) and 200
grams of ya ice (crystal meth-
amphetamine) worth about one
million baht.

“Our sources informed us
that a drug shipment would be
delivered from Bangkok to
Phuket via alogistics company
named Somchal Speed Trans-
port Partnership. We went to
the company’s office to check
and found three boxes sent by
a company named ‘PenPenz
Shop’,” said Phuket Tourist Po-
lice Chief Naruewat Puttawiro.

The first suspect came in to
collect the first box and was
caught by the police. The sec-
ond suspect was also nabbed,
after which a third showed up
with aminor to collect the last
box. All were arrested.

The arrests were made as an
enhanced security campaign
has been implemented through-
out the holiday season, during
which police are keeping a
close eye on airports, bus sta-
tions and popular attractionsto
ensure the safety and security
of locals and tourists.

All four suspects were
charged with possession of a
category 1 drug with intent to
sell and were taken to Phuket
City Police Station for further
legal processing.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Croc show
goeswrong in
Chalong

A CROCODILE show in
Chalong went wrong on De-
cember 30 when one of the
crocodiles attacked a per-
former.

Thereptile, measuring more
than 6 feet in length, snapped
its jaws around the wrist of the
man and twisted its body. He,
in turn, managed to spin in the
same direction and saved his
wrist from a possible fracture.
He is being treated at Mission
Hospital for minor injuries.

Monks punish fishermen
by shaving ther heads

on new Year’s morning. The two were then made to listen to a sermon regarding sin, and told that
they would die within 7 days (by divine intervention) if they do so ever again. Photo: Winai Sarot

Large crowds of touristsfre-
quent these shows every year,
during which crocodiles are
taunted by handlersto get them
to snap their jaws as they per-
form dangerous tricks, such as
putting their head and armsin-
sidethe crocodiles mouthsand
pulling out just in time.

Several tourists captured the
incident on video and uploaded
the footage to YouTube — one
such video has so far received
well over athousand views.

—Winai Sarot

Tourist dies
during swimin
hotel poal

A CHINESE tourist died while
swimming early morning of
December 30 after a late night
out in Kamala.

Captain Prasert Thongprom
of Kamala Police received the
report about 3am and officers
found 28-year-old Jian Dong's
body lying by the pool of the
hotel where he was staying.

Mr Dong was part of a
Phuket tour group, and had
gone out with nine friends at
about 9pm for dinner and
drinks. He reportedly had two
large beers and returned to the

hotel about 2:40am.
“Hisfriend, named asJin Tu,
told us that he was sitting by
the pool while Mr Dong was
swimming. He said Mr Dong
swam for 30 minutes and then
suddenly stopped moving. Mr
Tu called out to hisfriend three
times without receiving a re-
sponse, so he jumped in and
pulled him out of the water,”
Capt Prasert told the Gazette.
“Mr Tu said he attempted to
resuscitate his friend before
rescue workers arrived, but
without success. We have been
told that he had had rib surgery
before histrip, and it'spossible
that there were some complica-
tions from this that led to his
death,” Capt Prasert added.
The embassy was informed
and his body has been sent to
Patong Hospital for further in-
vestigation.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Cabaret show
employee nicks
sunglasses

A CABARET show employee
was caught on video while ex-
pertly stealing a pair of sun-
glasses from awoman’sbag on
the night of January 1.

The 32-second clip shows an
employee of the Aphrodite
Cabaret Show in Kathu pretend-
ing to pose with a tourist while
digging his hand into her bag to
extract the glasses — it soon
went viral on social media

The show’s general man-
ager, Thummaros Sukapirom,
apologized for the incident.
“An employee named Chan- on
Jumnongkit, who plays a sup-
porting character in the show,
stoletheglasses,” he explained.

“ After the show, all our staff
came out to the front of the
venue to take photos with tour-
istsasusua, which iswhen the
incident occurred. As soon as
we saw the video, we con-
fronted him and he confessed,”
Mr Thummaros added.

Mr Chanon was fired and
handed over to the police for
legal processing. The sunglasses
were returned to their owner.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Patong hotel
blaze put out
after 6 hours

FIRE-FIGHTERS spent more
than six hours putting out a
blaze in a Patong hotel base-
ment. It started on the night of

January 2 and continued into
the early hours of January 3.

Guests dining at arestaurant
adjacent to Beyond Hotel
Patong, noticed smoke wafting
out of it at about 8pm and
alerted the hotel’s staff.

Patong Police officers, res-
cue workers and fire-fighters
arrived at the scene to find the
basement of the hotel engulfed
in flames, with burning PVC
pipes and electric wires putting
out a pungent odor.

At least eight fire trucks were
needed to put out the flames,
which were reported to be so
thick that no one could enter the
floor for several hoursafterward.

Officialsvisited the location
the next day to investigate the
cause of the fire.

“We think it was caused by
an electrical short circuit, but
have to investigate further to
confirm that,” said Col Witoon
Kongsukjai of Phuket Police.

The hotel is owned by the lo-
cal Kata Group, whose CEO
Mookpisit Autchariyachai said
thefireimpacted the construction
warehouse, and that the hotel
building itsdlf is undamaged.

“Westill planto openin July
this year,” Mr Mookpisit an-
nounced.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Teens rob cops
of guns, bullets

A GANG of seven wasarrested
for attacking and robbing two
undercover police officers in
Phuket Town on January 1.

The Phuket City Police of-
ficers went straight to their
station to report the crime and
worked together with Col
Kamol Osiri in order to locate
the suspectsviaCCTV footage.

“The teens had robbed the
officersof two guns, bulletsand
anecklace. We spotted 5 of them
on CCTV, heading to Patong on
three motorbikes. We ran one of
the number plates and found the
owner, who told usthat his son-
in-law was using hismotorbike.
He then gave us the address to
a house where he believed the
suspect could be hiding,” said
Col Kamal.

The suspects surrendered on
the spot and the guns, bullets
and necklace were recovered.

“They provided us with lo-
cation of the other two. In al,
seven gang members were ar-
rested, of whom five were men
and two were women. Two were
underage boys,” said Col Kamoal.

All suspects were charged
with theft. Police said addi-
tional charges may be filed.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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L ocals protest againgt
coral theft by tourigts

LOCALS in Koh Racha are
raising concerns about coral
theft after an Asian tourist was
caught taking abag full of coral
on aboat bound for Phuket ear-
lier this week.

“1 was shocked and unhappy
to see her carrying our precious
cora inaplastic bag, so | tried
to talk to her and asked her to
return it. However, she pre-
tended like she didn't
understand what | was talking
about,” said one of the villag-
ers, who asked not to be named.

“It was very crowded at the
time, with hundreds of tourists
rushing to get back to their
boats. | was unable to stop her
and sheleft for Phuket with the
coral.”

Localssay thisisnot thefirst
time they have witnessed this.

“Incidents like this happen
daily — visitors grab coral,
shells and even stones. Do tour
guides issue any warnings to
their groups? These people
need alessonin ‘ethics and to
be told what they can and can’t
do,” said the villager.

A Koh Racha villager snapped a picture of a woman taking coral ina
plastic bag on a boat bound for Phuket. Photo: Winai Sarot

Theidland residents are now
asking concerned authorities to
step forward, as they say they
cannot stand up to so many tour-
ists alone.

“If immediate steps are not
taken, the beauty of Koh Racha
will be ruined forever,” the vil-
lager pleaded.

Loca ‘conservationists say
they are planing to put pressure
on business operators, tour com-
panies and guides to be more

: h;—'lr

aware and take actionif they see
any ‘unsuitable’ behavior.

In December, a piece of
coral with a Korean name
etched into it was discovered
in the waters off Mu Koh
Similan National Park.

Officials from Mu Koh
Similan National Park have
yet to release a statement and
could not bereached for com-
ment.

—Winai Sarot

Baan Kata Arts
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Day 4 yiddstwo
deaths on the road

Officers check riders for valid licences. Photo: Gazette file

AT THE end of day 6 of the
‘Seven Days of Danger’ road-
safety campaign, Phuket’s
death toll stood at two, with
deathsin accidents on Phuket's
roads.

Thefirst incident occurred at
2:10am on January 1, when 24-
year-old Patcharin Taosanit
crashed her motorbike into a
power pole in Rawai.

The second incident oc-
curred about 5pm the same day
when 26-year-old Chalermluck
Ongwimonkarn crashed into a
taxi while ‘ghost riding’ in
Srisoonthorn. He was report-
edly not wearing a helmet and
under the influence of alcohol.
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A total of 76 injuriesin 67
accidents have been reported so
far—10,9, 16 and 18, 14 and 9
from days one to six, respec-
tively, according to the official
statistics provided by the De-
partment of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
(DDPM) Phuket Office.

Additionally, hundreds of
riders were arrested for related
thefts, including riding amotor-
bike without wearing a helmet,
driving under the influence of
alcohol, failing to wear seat
belts, driving without [carrying]
a valid driving licence, and
speeding, among other offences.

— Kongleaphy Keam
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Busss, trans
full as holidays
cometo an end

BUS and train terminals were
full with passengers heading
back to Bangkok on January 3
asthe New Year holidays came
to an end.

The main bus terminal in
Chiang Rai Province expected
morethan 10,000 travellers per
day travelling to Bangkok and
had over 30 spare buses ready
to transport those who had not
purchased tickets in advance.

Officials are screening bus
driversfor alcohol abuse before
departures, with two drivers al-
ternating every four hours for
journeys over 400 kilometres.

The bus terminal in Uthai
Thani was aso flooded with
passengers waiting to depart to
Bangkok. The terminal did not
alow advanced bookings, but
expected to accommodate all
passengers by 8pm. Vehicles
underwent inspection, while
alcohol tests were conducted
on drivers prior to departure.

Passengers were encour-
aged to report reckless driving
viathe 1584 hatline.

Many residents originally
from Yala Province also made
their way back to work in other
provinces, after spending the
New Year holidays in their
hometowns.

A large number of passen-
gers were seen boarding trains
at Yala Railway Station to re-
turn to other provinces,
especialy Bangkok, returning
either towork or school. Asthe
New Year celebrations cameto
an end, every train leaving for
the capital was reportedly full.

Local media also reported
holiday-makers boarding trains
with giftsfor friends, colleagues
and loved ones in Bangkok.
Many touristswho left Yaladur-
ing the bresk al so returned to the
province, as most businessesre-
turn to norma operating hours.
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Security officials at Yala
Railway Station remained on
duty to ensure safety for
holidaymakers and facilitate
their trips out of the province.

— The Nation

Chonburi van
crash spurs
new talks

THE Transport Ministry plans
to control passenger vans and
replacethemwith busesafter the
fiery accident in Chon Buri on
January 2 caused 25 fatalities.

The Bangkok-bound mini-
van from Chanthaburi ran into
apickup truck loaded with pas-
sengers and both vehicles burst
into flames, killing 14 people
in thevan and 11 in the pickup.
Two passengers survived the
crash.

Transport Minister Arkhom
Termpittayapaisith said on Janu-
ary 3that exhaustion might have
been a mgjor factor in the acci-
dent, as it was reported that the
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Briefly

64-year-old van driver had had
only one hour of rest after re-
turning from atrip to Bangkok.

“From the preliminary ex-
amination of the case, wefound
that the van had just passed in-
spection last September and
there was no problem with the
engine and gas tanks,” Mr
Arkhom said.

“So the accident might have
been caused by the driver’s fa-
tigue or speeding, but thishasto
be confirmed by investigators.”
Mr Arkhom added that tighter
regulations will be issued.

“The number of passenger
vans crossing provincial borders
will be reduced by 2019 and re-
placed with buses,” he said.
“Drivers will have to comply
with aruleto rest one hour after
every four hours on theroad and
attend a traffic course every six
months to ensure that they re-
member traffic rulesand exercise
good driving etiquette.”

“In other countries, vans are
used to carry items, not people,
so if our country uses vans to
transport passengers, we must
ensure that it is safe to do s0,”
MrArkhomsaid. “ The Transport
Ministry is now campaigning to
get van operators to install GPS
intheir vehicles, so we can track
and regulate the drivers.”

The van had been equipped
with three NGV [natural Gas
for Vehicles] tanks, which ex-
ploded after the collision.

“To prevent such a tragic
accident, we must ensure that
the transport vehicle driver has
aproper rest beforedriving, the

vans must be installed with
safety equipment and the vans
should not run on NGV,” said
Siwakorn Buapong, chief of
Disaster Prevention and Miti-
gation Office, Chon Buri.

Eight of the victims were
men, 13 women, one boy and
one girl. The gender of the re-
maining two corpses is still
unknown. Most bodies were
covered with serious burns, so
relatives were urged to provide
detailsabout their family mem-
bers and DNA samples.

The Justice Ministry said
they would provide legal assis-
tance to relatives to get
compensation from insurance
companies as well as financial
support incurred in legal ex-
penses in court.

— The Nation

Samui expats
save tourists

TWO Russian tourists luckily
escaped drowning on New
Year's Day when a group of
expats dove in to rescue them
from ferocious waves at
Chaweng Noi Beach in Koh
Samui.

A man and woman, both be-
lieved to be in their early 30s,
reportedly ignored the signs
and went ahead anyway.

Numerous  sunbathers
watched in horror as the two
were being swept out to sea.
Longtime Koh Samui resident
Cord Biggs, who was playing
beach volleyball with three
friends about 40 meters from
the shore, quickly jumped in to
rescue them.

“We spotted the couple be-
ing swept out but no one on the
crowded beach was taking ac-

tion, so my friends and | ran
down from the court and started
swimming toward them,” said
Mr Biggs.

“1 went for the girl first as
she appeared to be in greater
danger. My friend Andrejoined
me, but while we were trying
to bring her back, the other
tourist was getting swept out
further, so | swam out to him.
Whilel was bringing him back,
however, Andre and the girl
started going out further, so |
had to go back out and get
them,” said Mr Biggs.

“A surfer cametousas| was
struggling and he was able to
get her on to his board. It was
very difficult for me and |
ended up tossing the buoys
away and fighting the rips to
make it back.”

All four rescuers and both
tourists reached the shore
safely. The couple was trans-
ported to Thai International
Hospital and made afull recov-
ery. Mr Biggs and his friends
are being hailed as ‘authentic
heroes'.

“Pleasewatch out for thered
flags on any beach and if you
see those, do not swim. Thanks
to my volleyball boys for hav-
ing my back, and [I wish] good
karma for all of us as we start
the new year,” he concluded.

— Phuket Gazette

Krabi prisoners
released

PRISONERS walked out of
Krabi Prison on December 30
as the Royal pardon instated to
commemorate the beginning of
the reign of His Mgjesty King
Maha Vgjiralongkorn Bodind-
radebayavarangkun came into
motion.

Friends and families waited
outside the prison walls to be
reunited with the 157 released
inmates.

Somsak Tiengtrakulthong,
Krabi prison commander, told
the Gazette that each of those
being released made vows in
front of a picture of His Maj-
esty. “And they promised to do
good thingsfor family, the pub-
lic and the Kingdom. They also
promised to follow Thai law
and work hard,” he said

“Of the total number, 128
are men and 29 are women.
They have al shown consider-
able progress in their behavior
at the prison. They areready to
return to their families and
should be apositive addition to
society,” Mr Somsak added.

Krabi Prison currently holds
1,887 prisoners — 1,652 men
and 235 women.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Major alrport prOj ects planned

AS AUTHORITIES anticipate
34 million foreign-tourist arriv-
alsand 150 million domestic air
travellers in 2017, major air-
portsincluding Phuket Interna-
tional, Suvarnabhumi, Don
Mueang International, U-tapao
Rayong-Pattaya International,
Krabi International and Chiang
Rai Mae Fah Luang Interna-
tional are undergoing renova
tion or expansion.

Meanwhile, there have been
calls for some small airports
upcountry such as in Roi-€t,
Nakhon Ratchasima and Hua
Hin to be upgraded to interna-
tional status in order to attract
more foreign airlines and tour-
ists. The Transport Ministry
also plansanew airportin Yala
Province.

Wandee Tiansawakit, atour-
ism expert and former president
of the Professional Tourist
Guide Association in Buriram
Province, said businesses such
as hotels and travel companies
wanted the government to
make Buri Ram Airport an in-
ternational facility as well as
adding a new cargo terminal.

The province has become a
famous sport destination thanks
to the success of the Buriram
United Football Club. If
Buriram Airport could gain in-
ternational statusand acustoms
office, and have its cargo-han-
dling ability upgraded, it
should attract more domestic
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Phang Nga airport is one of many undergoing major changes to increase efficiency. Photo: Gazette file

and foreign airlines into lower
part of the Northeaster region
and boost tourism.

The private sector in
Nakhon Ratchasima is urging
the government to develop its
airport as the city is growing.

TheThai HotelsAssociation
has urged the development of
Hua Hin Airport to link with
neighboring countries, espe-
cialy Singapore and Maaysia,
as well as other provinces in
Thailand. Therefore, theairport
needsto expand its runway and
aviation facilities to meet with
international standards.

Representatives from the
Department of Airports, which

owns Krabi Airport, says it
plans to expand capacity to
serve the increasing number of
flightsby low-cost airlines. The
airport was originally designed
to handle 3 million passengers
a year, but the numbers keep
rising. The department is also
planning anew airportinYaa's
Betong district, and the Trans-
port Ministry has taken
responsibility for that plan.
Airportsof Thailand (AOT),
which operates Phuket Interna-
tional Airport, said theairport’s
capacity had been increased
from 6.5 million passengers per
year to 12.5 million after
completion of a new interna-

tional passenger terminal.

AOT aims to push Phuket
International Airport asthe new
gateway into southern Thai-
land, particularly the Andaman
Coast, covering five provinces
— Phuket, Krabi, Ranong,
Phang Nga and Trang.

Meanwhile at Bangkok’s
main airport, Suvarnabhumi,
Prime Minister Gen Prayuth
Chan-o-cha visited sites of its
second-phase expansion in
September and was reassured
that annual passenger capacity
would be increased from the
current 45 million to 60 million
by 2019.

“The government is under-

taking a 20-year development
plan including airport expan-
sion and logistics that have
been lined up to link Thailand
with [the rest of] Southeast
Asia,” Gen Prayuth said.

Earlier, AOT announced
multibillion-baht plans for fur-
ther development at Don
Mueang International Airport
to serve increasing of tourist
arrivals and domestic flights.

In Chiang Rai Province,
AOT said it would spend 6.2
billion baht for a three-phase
expansion project that began
last year.

Rear Admiral Worapol
Tongpricha, director of Rayong
U-tapao Pattaya | nternational
Airport, said a further 400 mil-
lion baht would be spent on the
airport’s expansion after 600
million baht was spent |ast year.

The government earlier
granted abudget of 800 million
baht to build a new passenger
termina at U-tapao Airport in
order to meet demand and in-
creasing tourism in the Eastern
region. The airport currently
accommodates 4,000 passen-
gers per day, with a maximum
capacity of 800,000 passengers
per year. Once the new termi-
nal is completed, it should be
able to serve up to 3 million
passengers per year and in-
crease capacity to 60,000
flights per year.

— The Nation

Luring ‘big spenders to the Kingdom

AFTER THE government
crackdown on illegal busi-
nesses in Phuket and other
provinces, and its preparation
of a new four-year draft to
tackle changes in travel senti-
ment, the country will have
more of chance to lure ‘qual-
ity’ (big-spending) tourists, ac-
cording to experts.

However, Supawan Than-
omkiatphum, president of the
Tha HotelsAssociation (THA),
said it might take yearsto trans-
form the hospitality industry
from mass tourism to a quality-
tourism destination as problems
needed to betackled through co-
operation by stakeholders.

“Magjor problemsincludeil-
legal hotels and other
businesses in the sector, zero-
dollar tours from China, and
low competitiveness in the in-
dustry,” Mr Supawan said.

However, he believes that
cracking down on unregistered

A popular night market in Chiang Mai, sprawling with tourists haggling
for even the cheapest items on sale. Photo: Zohaib Sikander

hotels and zero-dollar tours
would help operatorsin Phuket,
Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Pattaya
and Hua Hin.

Anthony Lark, president of
the Phuket Hotels Association,
said there were plans to pro-
mote Phuket as a truly
word-class destination by le-
veraging its strength as a great

place to visit with warm touch
of Thai hospitality — not just a
beach, bar, and water-sports
location.

“Thailand isagreat place to
visit and the best place to do
hotel business due to unique
Thai hospitality. The associa-
tion and government bodiesare
trying to build apositive image

in order to lure more quality
tourists as the island now of-
fers many high-end products
such asmedical services, yacht-
ing, private jets, luxury hotels,
cruises, and sports,” he said.
“Tourism business in 2017
will be stable rather than enjoy
rapid growth because the sec-
tor is very difficult to predict
as a long-term prospect,”
Supawan said. According to
THA, the average room rate at
hotelsin Bangkok in 2016 was
US$150 (5,250 baht) per night.
The program aims to pro-
vide training to over 107,020
people, with more than 10,000
tourism operators expected to
get a quality certification. The
training program is part of na-
tional tourism policy that aims
to enhance the sector’s com-
petitiveness as the government
wants to shift up from mass to
quality tourism.
— The Nation
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| UU troubles

THE hunt for the Taiwanese owner of a fleet of seven fishing
vessels currently impounded in Rassada [see page 1] is a test
of the willingness and ability of Thai authorities to tackle
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (1UU) fishing vesselsthat
port in Phuket.

Taiwanese tuna fishing vessels have a long history of using
Phuket as a base of operations, which became increasingly
important to the Taiwanese when migration routes of some
tuna species were observed to have moved north in the In-
dian Ocean in the late 1990s. Typically in close cooperation
with Thai shareholders, many Taiwanese investor s have Thai
spouses and maintain homes on the island. This might be a
good starting point if investigators are serious about track-
ing them down — and they have good reason to be.

While Thailand’s issuance of a ‘yellow card’ by the EU in
April 2015 made headline news in the Thai media, it islocally
lesser known that Taiwan received a smilar warning in Octo-
ber of the sameyear for its‘distant water’ fishing industry, for
which Phuket serves as an important base. Asthe nameim-
plies, the yellow cards serve as ‘last chance’ warnings to
countries that allow their fleetsto engage in 1UU practices.

Failure to take better measuresto reel in offenders could
result in both countries being issued the dreaded ‘red card’,
banning them from exportsto the EU.

As a result, the government of Thailand imposed strict
measures when setting up its ‘port-in, port out’ monitoring
system in 2014. This was apparently enough for the EU to
extend Thailand’s ‘yellow card’ status a year later, but it
comes as little surprisethat the recent seizuretook placejust
a few months before the next EU ruling.

Taiwan issued a statement in November last year that it had
established “a cabinet-level task forceto combat 1UU in order
to complement global effortsto prevent IUU fishing and pro-
hibit lUU fish or fisheriesproductsfrom enteringintomarket.”

The sad reality is, of course, that bureaucratsin Brussels,
Bangkok and Taipei are about as far removed as imaginable
from the situations they seek to impact.

The seized tuna fishing vessels had been regular visitors
to Phuket, despite having been fraudulently-registered as
‘Bolivian-owned’. This says a lot about the pre-existing situ-
ation because, after all, Boliviaisamountainous, land-locked
country more known for cocaine than cod or king crab.
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Re: Shorter peak season ex-
pected in Phuket, Jan 2

Thelarge declinein western
tourists has been continually
reported for over two years.

Five years ago, high season
was Nov 1 through Songkran
in Mid April. Now, it's Dec 15
through Jan 15, and it's much
less than before.

It will continually decline
until something isactually done
to make Phuket a world class
tourist destination.

Foot
Gazette forum

Number of deaths
from jumping off

Re: New Zealand man falls to
his death in Phuket, Dec 29
| want to know the number
of deathsthis year from falling
off high rise buildings.
| think Thailand would be
number onein theworld at this
cause of death.
Graham Tone
Facebook

Not difficult to lo-
catetheper petrator

Re: Smilan coral defaced with
Korean name, Dec 30

So, it may be easy with the
K orean name Park Yong-Soo to
find the diver with Immigration
and the dive boat operator, who
must register with the Similan
National Park Rangers to pay
the entry fee.

They must prosecute him
and ban him from coming back

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

to Thailand, investigate the
dive boat operator for negli-
gence, and check if they had an
official Thai guide aboard as
well as the professional Thai
Divemasters required to guide
diversin Thailand.

Foreigners are banned from
work as divemasters, and any
other work they do must only
be for the company cited in
their work permit, and in the
province which is written in
that work permit.

Asterix
Gazette forum

Wish we could have
theold Patong back

For 16 years, my friendsand
| have spent our winter holidays
at Patong Beach and liked it
very much. The two last years,
this has been avery painful ex-
perience since we spend the
whole day at the beach on a
beach chair with two umbrel-
las.

For two peoplein their 60’s,
it is impossible to lay directly
on the beach. We understand
that it is important to keep a
major part of the beach in its
natural state, but to remove
beach beds and umbrellas is
something that no other tourist
place has done.

—urther decline until action taken

Comfort is as important as
the nature of the beach. Since
Patong isarather big town, the
beach will never return to its
original state so why try to
make it what it never can be.
We are going this year to Viet-
nam instead to try and find a
new hotspot, but we still hope
the leaders of Thailand find a
compromise so we can return
to our beloved Patong Beach.”

Bo Nilsson
Letter to the editor

Pay money towatch
someone suffering

Re: Phuket crocodile show
goes wrong, Dec 31

These people actually pay
money in hopes of seeing an
uneducated and unfortunate
Thai guy eaten alive. So sick
and sorry for the Thai pawnsin
the game, and of course the
imprisoned crocodiles as well.
Barbaric behavior al round.

Disgusted
Gazette forum

No remedy in sight
for teen criminals

Re: Gang of seven rob under-
cover officers, charged with
theft, Jan 3
Today’s teen-crimes are
tomorrow’s hardened crimes.
I rresponsible parents, poor edu-
cation, disinterested teachers,
easy access to drugs — what is
the remedy?
Michael Pohl
Facebook
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Banyan Tree redefines grandeur

Advertorial

THE Banyan Tree Group has
unveiled designsfor aselection
of five-bedroom villas adjacent
to Bang Tao Beach on the west
coast of Phuket. With theinfra-
structure already complete, the
Group is inviting interested
parties to make appointments
for private viewings of the
newly-launched ‘Banyan Tree
Grand Residences'.

“The Banyan Tree Group is
renowned around the world for
selecting destinations of extraor-
dinary natural beauty, and
creating resorts, hotels and ex-
clusive properties that enhance
these special places even fur-
ther,” says Stuart Reading, Head
of Banyan Tree Group Property.

“These Grand waterfront
residences meet the discerning
demands for those looking to
combine asophisticated, yet re-
laxed lifestylewith theultimate
inluxury resort living in an ex-
clusive area next to Banyan
Tree Phuket resort within La-
guna Phuket.”

Based on the Group's expe-
rience and expertise, this
extends a time-tested design
philosophy into shaping the
ideal home. Banyan Tree Grand
Residencesisacollection of 19
homes with architecture influ-
enced by traditional Thai design
and enhanced by the latest tech-
nologies, giving astute buyers
the chance to select a villa that
is uniquely placed to capitalize
on the dlure of this part of the

world.

Overlooking a tropical la-
goon, these grand villas are
situated in a private, security
controlled, gated estate set
within 1,000 acres of parkland
that opens up onto Bang Tao
Beach and the waters of the
Andaman Seg, alongsidethein-
frastructure and amenities of
Laguna Phuket, Asia’s preemi-
nent resort destination
combining deluxe hotels, afflu-
ent residential areas and a full
spectrum of entertainment and
leisure options and facilities.

Each villafeaturesfive bed-
rooms with en suite
bathrooms, a grand living
room, an entertainment room,
a dining room and a modern,
fully-equipped  designer

Hotdiers adjust to peak season changes

PHUKET is bound to experi-
ence a shorter peak season this
year due to a change in the
market, and it is a matter of
concern for hospitality firms
when it comes to the low sea-
son, says Bill Barnett, manag-
ing director of C9 Hotelworks.
“In previous peak seasons,
rates or surcharges had benefit-
ted many hotels in Phuket, but
this year the period will be
shorter — in most cases ending
after just the first few days of
January,” warns Mr Barnett.
“Looking to Chinese New
Year and the first quarter in
general, trading is looking
strong, but three months will
not make up an entire year and
low seasonsareacausefor con-
cern. What isevident, however,

is that other Thai beach desti-
nations like Krabi and Khao
Lak, as well as some locations
in Vietham, are honing up to
take on local destinationsin an
evolving tourism market, so
competition ‘is heating up out
there’,” he adds.

Accordingto asurvey by C9
Hotelworks, there continue to
be many questions oabout the
impact of Thailand's crack-
down on zero-dollar tourism.

Feedback on China's cheap
packages resulted in a down-
turn in the fourth quarter asthe
rapid collapse in Chinese tour
groups forced hotels into other
segments.

This new year, however,
looks brighter with the new in-
ternational terminal and

renovationsto the domestic ter-
minal, which will be completed
during the course of the year,
with some progress on other
infrastructure projects, Mr
Barnett said.

Patong’soversupply isaffect-
ing guest quality, with certain
higher-end segments shifting
into Kata and Karon. The in-
creasing supply of off-beach
properties is becoming a toxic
mix for hoteliers, he warned.

“In 2017, we'd expect the
hotels in Kata and Karon to
improve trading and Patong to
experience a possible dlide in
rates and demand. Chinese, Ko-
reans and the Middle East
segments are strong supports
for the area,” he said.

— The Nation
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Overlooking a tropical lagoon, the villas are situated in a private, security controlled estate within 1,000 acres of parkland overlooking Bang Tao Beach. Photo: Banyan Tree Group

kitchen, as well as maid’'s
guarters. The villas are cen-
tered around an internal
courtyard, as well as an out-
door entertainment deck to a
large privateinfinity pool with
its own integrated Jacuzzi.
Ownership includes exclu-
sive access to the Sanctuary
Club, a global network with
morethan 40 resortsand hotels,
featuring morethan 60 spasand
80 retail galleries, aswell as a
membership to the champion-
ship Laguna Phuket Golf Club.
Owners are also entitled to
experiencethe Banyan Tree Pri-
vate Collection with a range of
holiday experiences including
five years of free holidaysin a
global selection of locations,
access to luxury hideaways and

an array of discounts and prior-
ity access benefits.

Banyan Tree provides dedi-
cated villa management, with
servicesand amenitiesincluding
a 24-hour concierge, cleaning,
gardening, pool servicing, and
grounds and villa maintenance.
Villa owners also have the op-
tion of renting the villas on a
short or long-term basis.

Interested investors can visit
the display units on site to ex-
plore the investment potential
of theluxury lifestyles afforded
by these exclusive properties.

For further information or to
arrange a private viewing,
please contact Laguna Property
on 076 362 333, or email
residences@banyantree.com

— Phuket Gazette
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Two voices are louder than one

- On Deck
~ & By Duncan Worthington

RECENT comments from
Weerasak Kowsurat of the
Thailand Convention & Exhi-
bition Bureau (TCEB) caught
my eye, and they could have
profound repercussions for
Thailand’s yacht charter indus-
try. Following is excerpted
from a December 23 article in
The Nation:

“TCEB chairman of the
board Weerasak Kowsurat said
... providing MICE visas and
MICE work permitsto business
travellers ... could attract more
events, including huge exhibi-
tions from overseas. Currently,
many MICE travellers are re-
quired to submit documents to
get awork permit before being
allowed to enter the Kingdom
to participate in an event.”

Atfirst glancethiswasatour-
ism story, another idea from a
well-meaning government
agency, but after deeper thought
this could set the foundation for
something akin to a crew visa
for international sailors.

In previous columns I've
written about the Thai
Government’s drive to attract
more superyachts and specifi-
caly the 12-month superyacht
charter licence. In brief: the
owner of a foreign-flagged
superyacht of 30 metersor more
in length can purchase a 12-
month licence and with that can
legally charter in Thai waters
(note: without the licence, for-
eign-flagged vessels cannot

Superyachts chartering in Thai waters legally — vision of the future. Photo: Phuket Best Group

charter in Thal waters). This li-
cence has already been
introduced, however, one stick-
ing point that remains is the
need for 7 per cent VAT to be
paid on the value of the boat
before it can charter.

We'll revisit that in a future
column. Right now I'm inter-
ested in another problem, that
of visasfor the crew. Crew who
arrive without a visa can gen-
erally get a 30-day tourist visa
onarrival and extenditin coun-
try, before having to leave the
country and re-enter. If you
purchase a visa overseas then
you may be eligible for a 60-
day tourist visa.

Of course, tourist visas are
not work visas and it's not pos-
sibleto get any kind of Business
Class(thatis‘work’) visaasthat
requires sponsorship from a
company, supporting company
documents and so on, none of
which avisiting foreign-flagged
superyacht can supply.

The problem for crew on
foreign-flagged superyachts
wishing to charter in Thai wa-
ters is two-fold: the length of
visa and type of visa.

While the Marine Depart-
ment is behind the superyacht
licence and are aware of this
issue, it is the responsibility of
immigration, and | doubt it’son

their priority list.

With TCEB raising concerns
about the sameissue—the need
for some type of visa that al-
lows foreigners to legally visit
inaworking capacity —perhaps
there is some light the end of
this tunnel.

If, for example, you're atop
music star from overseas that
comes to perform in Thailand,
legally, you will need an appro-
priate visa. The same for a
speciaist foreign doctor, foreign
policeman/woman, foreign de-
tective and so on. TCEB’s
murmurings, therefore, are on-
point and timely for Thailand's
yachting industry.

Even moreinteresting, in my
opinion, isTCEB'sreferenceto
work permits. Thisissomething
that has not (publicly at least)
been talked about by the Marine
Department. Any foreigner
working in Thailand must have
a work permit — it’s the law.
Work permits are the responsi-
bility of the Labor Department
and much like a Business Class
visa, there needs to be a com-
pany sponsoring the person in
guestion, a suitable (Business
Class) visa and a whole raft of
supporting documents just in
order to apply for one.

This is the elephant in the
room regarding the superyacht
charter licence. While the Ma-
rine Department has openly
acknowledged the visa issues
and is genuinely attempting to
find a solution, nothing has
been said about work permit
issues yet.

Let's hope the powers-that-
be open inter-departmental
dialogue. Perhaps it's time the
Ministry of Tourism and Sports
takesastrategic view and looks
at the big picture. Rather than
cherry picking afew big ticket
items and some low-hanging
fruit (like the superyacht Ii-
cence), a more holistic view
could help generate more far-
reaching benefits for al.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications (www.
infinity-comms.com) consults to
leading consumer brands,
hospitality and marine clients in
Thailand. In his ‘spare time’he runs
the marine portal www.Marine
Scene.asia. #OnDeckPhuket

Laguna Golf bags 11 trophies at Asa Golf Awards

LAGUNA Golf Group
clinched atotal of 11 awards at
the prestigious Asia Golf
Awards 2016 in HuaHin, Thai-
land, World Golf Awards 2016
in Algarve, Portugal and
IAGTO Awards 2017 in
Mallorca, Spain.

Presented only for the 3rd
time by Asia Golf Awards, the
group was crowned ‘Asia Pa-
cific Custodian of the
Environment’, in recognition
of its global outlook and stew-
ardship in sustainability care
and environmental mainte-
nance at its three courses.

Laguna Golf LangCb was
voted for thefirst timeas‘ 2017
IAGTO Golf Resort of the
Year’, cast by 640 IAGTO

——

Hole 17 at Laguna Golf Bintan. Photo: Laguna Golf Group

member golf tour operators in
66 countries.

Laguna Golf Phuket won
‘Asid’s Best Golf Course’ by

World Golf Awards 2016, ‘Asia
Pacific Business Initiative
Award’ by Asia Golf Awards
2016 and ‘2017 IAGTO
Sustainability Award for Com-
munity Value', in recognition
of the Club’sin-houseinitiative
of undertaking the “New Look
New Experience” renovation
program.

Winning its very first award
after an extensive 12-month
upgrade project, Laguna Golf
Bintan was voted as ‘Best
Renovated Course of the Year’
by AsiaGolf Awards 2016 with
itsemphasis of restoring green
complexes, enhancing natural
surroundings, and aligning fa-
cilities with top international
golf destinations.

Paul Wilson, Laguna Golf
assistant vice president and
group golf director said, “La
guna Golf, part of the Banyan
Tree Group, is proud to be rec-
ognized by established awards
organizers with these presti-
gious accolades.

“Echoing the group’s ethos
of Asian-inspired hospitality
and sustainability, winning
these awards are testaments to
the team’s passion and dedica-
tion.

“We will strive to continu-
aly raise the bar for service
excellence and be forward-
thinking in sustainability to
create exceptional golf experi-
ences.”

— Phuket Gazette
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cover and adaptability invariable

palms have been added to create

Returni ng to the scene of the crime

| WAS recently asked to return
to the scene of a crime. Well,
not an actual one, but an on-site
consultation, at which | was
asked how the neglected com-
mon parts of an estate might be
given — literally — a new lease
on life. Thisisahigh-end resi-
dential estate, with spectacular
villas perched on a precipitous
hillside overlooking the sea.
Many of their secluded gar-
dens, set behind high retaining
walls were, and are, immacu-
lately maintained. My brief
concerned the steep roadside
areas flanked by high gray
walls that effectively shut out
much of the sunshine that most
tropica plants require.
Thechairman of theresidents
committee asked me for a de-
tailed chart. In it, | suggested
specific plants for areas in deep
shade, filtered shade and even

Palms provided a fark, dramatic background, with two varieties of
polyscias in front. Photo: Patrick Campbell

full sun. The soil was another
consderation. Asis so often the
way in Phuket, it was poor, as
struggling heliconias and costus
demonstrated. It needed both
enriching topsoil, and the addi-
tion of amendments such as
compost, to giveit amorefriable
structure. Contained in narrow,
roadside troughs — with many
fronting existing walls and with

Locascdl for
action againg dally
burning of rubbish

Above: Smoke rising from burning piles of rubbish. Below: A Google
maps snapshot indicating where trash is being burnt. Photos: Facebook

LOCALS and expats are rais-
ing concern about the daily
burning of rubbish near Kathu
Waterfall Road.

A Facebook user posted pic-
tures of smoke rising from the
area and said that this was a
daily occurrence, with the pu-

trid smell of burning plastic
and rubbish spreading to
nearby areas.

Residents are calling out to
local authorities to investigate
and allieviate the situation as
soon as possible.

— Phuket Gazette

perhaps 18 inches of soil — new
arrivals would require plenty of
nutrients.

Our scheme, put into practi-
cal effect by property manage-
ment company CBRE, has been
aconspicuous success, thanksto
appropriateshrubsandtrees, and
conscientiousdaily maintenance.
Most were chosenfor their value
as attractive, evergreen foliage

conditions. One wall now has a
metd trelliswith garlic vines al-
ready spreading their tendrils
everywhere. Assuredly, the wall
will soon vanish beneath green
foliage and masses of pink
blooms. Higher up, the scheme
incorporates layered plantings:
low- growing plants at the edge,
with taller ones behind, and sub-
stantial trees or shrubs forming
a screen at therear.

The principle of graduated
beds was devel oped long ago by
Gertrude Jekyll in the UK, but
unlike her choice of herbaceous
flowering plants, this scheme
employs different textures and
shades of green. At the front are
ever-riable polyscias guilfolei
with variegated, dentate |eaves,
behind, vivid sap-green polyscias
fruticosawith narrow crinkly fo-
liage, to provide a contrasting,
colorful screen. And finally, as
a dramatic, darker background,
rows of lady pams (rhapis). In
some places, elegant foxtail

a fourth dimension. Elsawhere,
ubiquitous Korean banyans,
popular screening plants aready
clipped into shape, are masking
walls with their dense, glossy,
evergreen foliage.

Nearby lies a vivid clump of
purple dracaenas. Hanging
plants festoon gray walls, soft-
ening harsh outlines. And peace
lilies (spathiphyllum) enhance a
gloomy stretch of road, along
with massive alocasias, which
sprout from thejungle-like back-
ground.

The prospect isinviting. In-
stead of dull grey walls and
patches of straggly shrubs, lush
verdant avenues now welcome
residents and visitors alike.

If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell
@gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

/] -
BANYAN TREE

PFHUEET, THAILAN

‘GO LIVE”

SUNDAY SEAFOOD BRUNCH

The wait is over, appreciate the patience of all our loyal fans and patrons.
The Banyan Tree Brunch experience returns with a generous selection of live fresh,
local and imported seafood with exceptional Lobster dishes, Japanese starters,

mouth-watering meats, Asian wok and Western grill treats,

Gourmet cuisine, exceptional service, Live Jazz and tranquil surroundings,
The Banyan Tree Brunch has something for everyonel

Banyan Tree Gourmet card holders get priority.

Every Sunday 12:00 - 15:30, Prices start from 2,800net per person.

BANYAN TREE

PHUKET

i

CONTACT FOOD AND BIVERAGE CONCIERGE DESK FOR ALL INFORMATTON (EXT. 54630

HANYANTREE.COM
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LUXURY VILLAS
FORSALE

AN
LEM@NS

STAY SABAI

Property with an initial value
of 50 million baht. Tel: 061-
065 8917 (English), 062-416
8365 (English & Thai).
Email:adelm@50lemons.
com, http://50lemons.com

NEW SMALL HOUSE
KAMALA
A new small house in Kamala,
very quiet place, 1 bedroom, 1 liv-
ing room, wc-shower, aircon,
WiFi, TV cable. Tel: 094-584
7760 (English & Thai).

PROPERTY FOR SALE

CONDO-BUILDING
MANAGEMENT
Professional condominium pro-
perty management, CJP ser-
vices provided. With / without
rental scheme by hoteliers.
Email: gmseasia@gmail.com

LAGUNA CHERNG TALAY

Land plot 5.530sgm. Only 17.8
million baht. Tel: 062-215 1802.
Email: soipasak8 @ gmail.com

BEACHFRONT
POOL VILLA

Chalong Bay. 1 rai. 3 bed-
rooms. Tel: 089-649 9939.
Email: siri_phuket@chang
runner.com

NAKAISLAND

Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 min to Ao Po pier.
240sgm on 2 floors, 750sgm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai), 084-846 1270 (English).
Email: nakaislandhouse@g
mail.com

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB
Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country Club.
Tel: 062-448 4825 (English).
Email: gunzo @email.de, www.
asiasold.com/view/phuket-golf-
course-view-condominium-for-

sale-273205

BUILDING
FOR SALE/RENT

Brand new, 19 apartments, 2
shops. Ideal for hotel / spa /
medical clinic. Good location, lo-
cated in Patong. Tel: 094-887
0869 (English), 088-012 1425
(English & Thai). Email: nuchy
listings @gmail.com

UNIQUE MINI RESORT
Near Laguna, 4 pool villas, money
maker. Appraised 35 million
baht. Fire sale offer by 83-year-
old owner. Tel: 089-594 4067.

X2 VIBE PHUKET
BANGTAO

X

CROSSI0
| B E

PHUKET
BANGTAQ

Guaranteed return 7% for
3 years,1 bedroom, from
4.59 million baht. Fully fur-
nished. Foreigner freehold.
Tel: 076-510 449, 095-037
8150. Email: sales@ocean
stone-phuket.com, www.
oceanstone-phuket.com/

PROPERTY FOR RENT

THE BAY SKYCLIFF

A development of 56 new
modern residential houses
and commercial buildings
located in the heart of Phu-
ket Town, Soi Saphan Hin.
The development offers all
functions to support your
lifestyle within landscaped
grounds with views of mas-
sive green space & forest.
Now ready to move in.
Please call 095-429 5700.
Email: info @ sky-cliff.com

HOTEL ROOM - KAMALA
Leasehold. Located at The Club
Hotel. 2 pools. No kitchen.
380,000 baht O.B.O. Tel: 084-
7160 502.

RAWAIVILLA
FOR RENT

4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms.
Short/long-term available.
LINE ID: dallas26. Tel: 085-
392 6666. Email: dchaibut
@gmail.com

BEACHHOUSES
CHALONG

Sea views, pool, furnished, 2 &
3 bedroom houses from 12,000
baht, Wifi, cable TV included.
For more information, please
cal 089-470 6104. www.house
rentalsphuket.com

TENNIS CLUB
FORLEASE/SALE
Established for 10 years on
1.5 acres with regular custom-
ers. Due to the owner returning
overseas. Now the business is
available for sale 9.5 million baht/
rai. Chalong-Rawai. Tel: 081-569
6026 (English & Thai). Email:
patraporn_a@yahoo.com, www.

phuketsport.com

HOUSE WITH POOL
14,000 BAHT / MONTH

Furnished, aircon, kitchen,
free cable TV & internet,
swimming pool, green area.
Located at Welcome Inn
Villa Rawai. Tel: 089-475
1200 (English & Thai).
Email: info@welcomeinn
villa.com, http://welcome
innvilla.com

PATONG
5,000 BAHT / MONTH

Very large ensuite room with
balcony, utilities and kitchen
available, and apartment avail-
able, at sensible long-term rate
in Patong. 10 minutes to beach
and to Jungceylon. Only 5,000
baht plus electricity monthly.
Also weekly. Negotiable rates.
Tel: 081-082 2897 (English &
Thai). Email: reservations @
stayphuket.info

LUXURY 1-BED CONDO

1 bedroom, 2 bathrooms, condo
in central Patong. 500m to
beach, 1km to Bangla. Quiet.
Please call 091-874 9505.
Email: yesgeoff@gmail.com

40 METERS OF
BEACHFRONT LAND
FOR LEASE
2,400sgm land at Chalong Bay.

Tel: 081-826 9390.

KATHU FLAT

100sgm, furnished, secure, con-
venient location, good area for ex-
ercise. Tel: 086-664 5575 (En-
glish). Email: hkmsn@yahoo.
com

CONDO FOR RENT
NEAR CENTRAL

Centrio Condo, fully fur-
nished, ready to move in,
5th floor. Near Central Festi-
val. 13,000 baht/ month. 6-
month contract. Line ID:
enimguru. Tel: 086-800 4131
(English & Thai). Email: nim
dee @hotmail.com, www.
thecentrio.com/en/

PATONG TOWER CONDO
Long term only. 66sqm, fur-
nished, True Vision and WiFi.
Tel: 081-892 1621.

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

Quiet, modern, furnished 2 and
4 bedrooms with ensuite bath-
rooms. Kitchen, aircon, internet,
TV.700m from Nai Yang Beach.
Starts at 15,000 baht/month
(long term). For more informa-
tion, please call 081-837 5774
(English), 092-431 5962 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@ad
rinflatables.com

COZY HOUSE FOR RENT

A high-grade house, furnished,
minutes from Rawai and Nai-
Harn. Two large bedrooms with
ensuite bathrooms and aircon.
One guest toilet. Large living /
dining room. Telephone and
internet. 20,000 baht per month.
Located in Sai Yuan. Tel: 081-
895 3043 (English & Thai), 061-
692 3654 (English & Thai).
Email: hunt17 @hotmail.com

[HE PLALR

Phuket's most unique boutiques

Office Space
Shops for Rent

081 8941820
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CcLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

PCC

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Lifetime family membership.
440,000 baht. Price includes
transfer fee. Located in Kathu.
Tel: 076-319956, 088-760 5252
(English), 096-842 7514 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: jimbec
kett41 @hotmail.com

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Lifetime family membership
440,000 baht includes transfer
fee. Tel: 091-034 0495 (English),
082-805 3403 (English & Thai).
Email: mikecahill1806 @ gmail.
com

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP

Lifetime membership for
sale 690,000 baht plus trans-
fer fee. Please call 087-887
9506. Email: onobu.yukio
@gmail.com

BOATS & MARINE

TEAKBOAT FOR SALE
Perfect live aboard boat for Phang
Nga Bay or 15 tons of 100 years
old Teak wood. 300,000 baht
0.B.O. Please call 080-549
6614. Email: sak.andamansky
@gmail.com

SESSA 20 MOTORBOAT
FORSALE

20 foot walk-around motorboat,
2007, includes trailer, 140hp 2-
stroke Mercury engine, 9.8hp
Tohatsu spare engine, toilet,
cushions, fenders, ropes, etc.
740,000 baht. Thalang. Please
call 090-153 1833 (English).
Email: jhorr2000 @yahoo.de

BULLETINS

Alcoholics
Anonvmolis

If you want to drink
that is your business

WDV
OIS0
[TASIONES

Daily Meetings
Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
CDUS|€ AA Phuket

20M BERTH RENTAL
AT R.P.M

Private owner offers 20m E dock
berth for long term rental at the
Royal Phuket Marina. Berth will
accommodate yachts of up to
20m and significant discounts
are available for a long term
agreement. Please contact for
more information: +44-786-658
8395 (English). Email: james @
shayler.co

SAILBOAT FOR SALE
Formoza 46. Location: Yacht
Haven. Please call 093-171
7758. Email: yuryshep @mail.
ru

MEDIA SALES EXECUTIVE
Male/female, 28+ years old, En-
glish speaking. Prefer some print
media sales experience, but
happy to train. Email: resortgm
@gmail.com

PROPERTY
SALES & ADMIN

Siam Real Estate requires a
Thai person with good English
language skills to assist with
rental sales, admin & taking
listings. Must drive, be com-
puter literate and have experi-
ence in property. Rawai. Tel:
076-383646. Send CV to jobs
@siamrealestate.com

LAWYER WANTED
URGENTLY!
Prefer Thai female, 22-35 years
old. Bachelor's degree in law or
equivalent, new graduate is wel-
come. Fair English skills. Lo-
cated in Patong. Tel: 076-344
180, 093-686 8525. Email: ad
minipatong @ilo-phuket.com

SCUBATRAVEL AGENT
Email: ebay@rockstar.asia,
please see details in weblink:
https://magazine.diviac.com/
job-vacancy-online-travel-
agent/

AZIMUT 43S
FOR SALE

260,000 euros. Very well
maintained. Full options.
Tel: 089-470 8926. Email:
jyfie vet@gmail.com

WHEELS & MOTORS

MITSUBISHI PAJERO

Pajero Sport Diesel, 4WD,
automatic, top model, Octo-
ber 2014, 64,000km, 1
owner, no accidents, 7
seats, navigation system,
etc. 890,000 baht. Located
in Thalang. Tel: 090-153
1833 (English). Email: jhorr
2000@yahoo.de

MAZDA 3 FOR SALE

Perfect condition. Please
call 092-261 4287.

TRUCKFOR SALE

250,000 baht. Contact: Julie.
Tel: 082-421 6414.

MAZDA B2500 PICK UP

4-seater, 109PS, 2001
model, 4WD, 270T KM,
Diesel. Color: blue metallic
on top, silver on bottom. HiFi,
new front tires. Clean car
and solid condition. Price:
295,000 baht. Tel: 097-090
6929 (English). Email: jde
sch@desch-audio.com

JOBS / RECRUITMENT

P~ 5

q TROPICAL CO,LTD.

PHUKET REAL ESTATE EXPERT

Sales Representative

mWith real estate experience  mMotivated
mHigh commission mNo serious refrain

Please contact 061-941 9564.
Email: ng@agtropical.com / info@theviewphuket.com

@ Follows company preventative maintenance procedures and guidelines for gues- |
trooms, equipment, public space, and building envelop, etc.

® Maintains engineering related check book accounting procedures to ensure deparr=
ment operates within budgeted guidelines while maintaining required stock of stp~ |
plies and materials

e Assures that basic mechanical and/or electrical equipment, machinery andlomrcumy
of the property are kept in good working order

e Acomplete understanding of all building related systems - Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing,
Life Safety, IT, etc

© Any other duties assigned by Management

Position: Sales Representative AL

® Listening to customer requirements and presenting appropriately to make a sale

@ (Cold calling to arrange meetings with potential customers

® Responding to incoming email and phone inquiries

® Negotiating the terms of an agreement and closing sales

® Gathering market and customer information

® Negotiating on price, costs, delivery and specifications with buyers and managers

® Creating detailed proposal documents, often as part of a formal bidding process
which is largely dictated by the prospective customer

® Coordinate and follow up sales with agents

® Prepare artwork for advertising in social network marketing and media

' .1

Position: Executive Assistant General Manager

The Executive Assistant Manager assists the General Manager and the Hotel Manager.
He/she provides both Managers with information of all the departments, An Executive
Assistant Manager is responsible for keeping a perfect coordination between all
departments and controlling their operation with regards to the company's standards,
revenues and controlling costs and the highest comfort and satisfaction for guests.

Responsibilities include the following:

® Manage schedules, answer and respond to phones, set up meetings and general
office support for the General Manager and other team members as identified

® Coordinate travel arrangements, expense reports and department invoice processing

e Coordinate department-wide events, meetings, off-site venues,and training programs

® File, track and organize department documents and contracts

@ Handle privileged and confidential information appropriately

® Ad the view projects will be assigned as necessary

® Maintain and order office supplies

® Monitoring and supervisor of all operations in all department

Qualifications:

@ 2-5 years administrative experience required preferably in a hotel environment.

® Must be fully versed in Microsoft Office applications including Word, Excel, and
PowerPaint

® Ability to work in a complex, fast paced environment with changing priorities

® Prioritization and multi-tasking against time lines

® Excellent written and verbal communications skills are required

® Team player and highly collaborative

® Demonstrate high levels of trust and confidentiality

L Sa!es and PR experience is required.
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Peace of mind, body and soul

By Zohaib Sikander

KANOKWAN Borunphan, 26,
is a yoga instructor in Phuket.
Although she started out in the
field just two years ago, she
already has her hands full with
classes and students of various
ages, shapes and sizes.

“I love yoga and practice it
every chance | get. When |
first started out, | took classes
in Phuket Town for two
months, but it was very incon-
venient to travel there so | took
it up on my own. | watched
videos and tutorials to perfect
my craft and pretty much
taught myself todoit,” saysMs
Kanokwan.

“l used to have a lot of
health problemsbefore, includ-
ing allergies to dust, trouble
breathing because of lung is-
sues, back pain and shoulder
pain. Once | started practicing
deep breathing with yoga, all
my health issues just disap-
peared.”

Originaly from Chiang Mai,
MsKano-

to study Management Sciences
at Valaya Alongkorn Rajabhat
University, where she received
a full scholarship and trained
for the Thailand National Ath-
letic Team as well. She then
moved to Phuket to work as a
stewardess on a private yacht.

Although she says she en-
joyed both aspects of her
professional life, yoga was her
true passion and she did what
was needed to make afull-time
move as an instructor. She
now teachesyogaat gyms, pri-
vate hotels and villas, and aso
a her own studio.

“In order to provide a qual-
ity service, | teach a maximum
of five people in one class. |
want to accommodate every-
one, but if the classes are too
big | won't be able to give ev-
eryone individual attention. In
bigger classes, people some-
timesfed afraidtoaskif they're
doing something wrong,
whereas in smaller settings and
withindividual attention, people
feel more comfortable speaking
up and asking for

Q The Hotspr% ng Beach

RESORT & 5P A

help,” says Ms Kanokwan.

“I"'mthereto guide peopleas
best as | can and help them
find the style that suits them
best. There are alot of instruc-
tors and everyone has their
own style, so it's never about
right or wrong. It depends on
what style suits you.”

Ms Kanokwan saysthat one
of the best aspects of her job
is helping people manage pain.

“The most common prob-
lem with my students is lower
back and shoulder pain. It takes
two to three months to see a

real im- prove-
ment, but when
my students come
andtell me how

good they fed, it'sthe best feel -
ing in the world for me,” she
says.

Her students vary widely in
age, withtheyoungest being six
and the oldest being 52.

“Yoga helps you connect
with yourself. | teach people
how to maintain their bodies
and focus on themselves, but
there also has to be a commit-
ment from them. For instance,
if you want to lose weight, you
must focuson your diet aswell.
If my clients need help in pre-
paring meal plansand portions,
| guide them in that aspect as
well,” says Ms Kanokwan.

“People alwaysfind excuses
not to do something. They say
they want to do yoga, but
they’re not flexible. If you're
flexibleto beginwith, why join
a class? Other times they say
‘I really want to do it, but |
don’t have the time'.

“| feel that if they substitute
an hour of television with
something like yoga, it will be
much more beneficial for their
mind and body.”

Despite her busy schedule,
Ms Kanokwan finds time to
travel, which is one of her pas-
sions.

“Other than Phuket, | have
also worked in Singapore and
Barcelona. | lovetravelling—in
Europe, I’ ve been to Germany,
Austria, Czech Republic,
France and Spain. In Asial’ve
been to Korea, Japan, Malay-
sia and Burma. I'm headed to
Vietnam soon,” she says.

Her advice to anyone who
wishesto try yoga, or anything
new in life, is to stop giving
yourself reasons not to do it.

“Peoplelovetaking pillsfor
every little problem. Pillsmight
temporarily stop the pain by
making you sleepy, but they
don't fix what's really wrong
withyou,” says MsKanokwan.

“Asyou practice yoga, you
learn a lot of things about
your body. For example, what
muscles you utilize when
practicing a particular pos-
ture. Asyou learn more about
your body, you can use it for
your benefit.”

“The perfect healthy escape”
“Let Us pasmper vyou insouk.Fivst classspa’

OUR FACILITIES INCLUDE FULL BEACH RESORT, 2 RESTAURANTS, 2 HOT SPRING POOLS, COLD WATER POOL, EXPANSIVE
SWIMMING POOL, GORGEOLIS PRIVATE BEACH, FULL SERVICE SPA, FITNESS ROOM,
THE HOTSPRING BEACH RESORT IS LOCATED ON THE GORGEOUS NATAI BEACH IN PHANG NGA PROVINCE WE ARI
LOCATED JUST NORTH OF PHUKET ISLAND 25 MIN FROM PHUEKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.

WWW.THEHOTSPRINGBEACH.COM T. + 66 (0) 76 580 000-28 | 79 MOO 8, NA TOEY, THAI MUANG, PHANG NGA PROVINCE

ISSMN 1905 - 8268
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