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‘“THERE WILL NOT BE ANY FLOODING IN PATONG THIS YEAR’

Down the drain

B Phuket chiefs
confident B433.5mn
Inimprovementswill
help keep idand dry

By Kongleaphy Keam

THERE will be no flooding in Patong
this year, Mayor Chalermluck Kebsup
told the Gazette on August 1, following
the approval of a 420-million-baht bud-
get for flood prevention measuresin one
of Phuket's most densely developed
municipalities.

Mayor Chalermluck said shewas con-
fident that theimplementation of several
short- and long-term flood prevention
measures currently underway will ensure
that Patong is not inundated with runoff
during the mondoon rains, asit has been
over the past 20 years.

Patong Police Station has been regu-
larly inundated with flood water more
than ameter deep, damaging equipment
and files at the station and often crip-
pling its operations.

“Thisyear, the police station will not
be affected by any flooding following
approval of the budget from the Phuket
Provincial Public Works and Town &
Country Planning Office, which isto be
used over the next two years to under-
take a variety of flood prevention
initiatives. A construction company was
contracted in April to carry out the
work,” Mayor Chalermluck said.

“The municipality has been dredging
canals and removing obstructions, such
as trash blocking drainage pipes. These
temporary measures have been success-
ful and there has not been any flooding
in Patong so far this year,” said Mayor
Chalermluck.

“However, continually clearing
blockages has been costly and we are
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Seasonal flooding in Patong municipality has crippled the city in the past and cost billions of
baht in damages for local government and private sector businesses. Photo: Gazette file

looking at better, longer-term solutions,
such as building a pond in which to col-
lect trash to prevent it from clogging up
waterways,” she said. “ That would make
dredging the canals no longer necessary.”

Phase two of the flood-prevention
project for Patong Municipality isto build
a new culvert leading from Bang Ton
Khao Khlong, in the north of Patong, di-
rectly out to the sea, Mayor Chalermluck
said. The municipality will also build a
flood barrier at Pak Bang Canal in the
south to prevent sea water from flooding
the city.

“Currently, runoff is directed down a
small drainage pipethat isalready 10 years
old,” shesaid. “It'stoo small to cope with
the excess water, so a much larger under-

T0 OVER 150 GLOBAL DESTINATIONS

ground culvert is to be built, running under
Phra Baramee Road and out to sea, instead
of flowing through town.”

“The flood barrier at Pak Bang Canal, at
the southern end of the municipality, will
prevent seawater from flowing into Patong.
We will also build up hillside walls along
the canal in order to help prevent landslides.
As an extra precautionary measure, addi-
tional water pumps will be installed across
themunicipality to help drain any excesswa-
ter,” she added.

Themayor said themunicipality isplanning
to build a new road alongside the renovated
cand, which she said would become a “local
tourist attraction.”

Continued on Page 4

Chinese may
boycott the
Kingdom

BACKLASH against vehe-
ment criticism of Chinese
tourists in Thailand has led
to rumors that they may
remove the country from
their travelling plans in the
near future.
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Monsoon rains
delay flights

BAD weather prevented sev-
era flights from taking off and
landing at Phuket International
Airport on the morning of Au-
gust 3, causing delays of up to
five hoursfor some passengers.

Airport Director Monrudee
Gettuphan said a total of 19
flights from the following air-
lines were affected: Beijing
Capita Airlines, Shangha Air-
lines, Juney Ao Airlines, Spring
Airlines, Asia Atlantic, China
Southern Airlinesand Bangkok
Airways.

Ms Monrudee confirmed
most of the planes were back
on schedule by the afternoon,
except for Bangkok Airways
and Spring Airlines flights.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Employers of
migrants issue
|etter to V/Gov

A CROWD of morethan ahun-
dred local employersof migrant
workers gathered on the morn-
ing of August 3 at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall to protest difficul-
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Twenty million commemorative 500 baht bank notes celebrating Her Majesty the Queen's 84th birthday
on August 12 will be issued by The Bank of Thailand. HM the Queen's birthday marks the seventh cycle
of the Chinese Zodiac, with each cycle comprised of 12 years. Photo: Bank of Thailand

ties registering workers under
their employ.

The protestors submitted a
formal letter of complaint to
Phuket Vice Governor
Kajornkiet Rakpanitmanee, de-
manding fair treatment of
migrant workers and their em-
ployers while they are being
registered.

At least 20,000 foreign la-

Kajonkiet intemational
School Phiket

YEAR 10 IGCSE NOW OFFERED !
26 Subjects

edexcel

UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
International Examinations  Apgroved Centre

Highly Qualified
Specialist Teachers

borers, predominantly Myan-
mar nationals, have registered
at the Phuket Provincial Em-
ployment Office’'s (PPEQO’S)
‘one-stop center’ sinceit began
accepting applicationson April
1

However, employers and
migrant workers have also been
subjected toraidsand arrests by
officers from the PPEO and
other departments while their
applications are being
processed.

— Chutharat Plerin

Car bursts into
flamesin
Phuket Town

THE owner of a 20-year-old
Opal Corsa Swing was forced
to abandon his vehicle in
Phuket Town on July 31 when
it suddenly burst into flames
outsidethe Expo Market on Soi
Dilok Uthit near Chana-
Charoen Road.

Two fire engines took about
20 minutes to extinguish the
blaze, reported the Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
(DDPM) Phuket Office.

A representative of the fire
department at the scene said
that the car’s owner and hiscol-
leagues were heading back to
Koh Sireh from the nearby
Kaset Night Market when the
vehicle caught fire.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Kuwaitl father
drowns at
Patong Beach

A KUWAITI man, on holiday
with his Thai wife and their
child, died while swimming at
Patong Beach on the afternoon
of July 29.

Abudullam Haalmusawi, 71,
was found floating face-down
by other swimmers off Patong's
Loma Park. He was taken to
Patong Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead, police con-
firmed.

Mr Haal musawi’ s distraught
wife, Kamla Rungrueng, aged
approximately 40 years old,
said she and her husband had
been on holiday in Phuket with
their 10-year-old son for the
past 10 days.

Mr Haal musawi went swim-
ming at about 3:30pm, leaving
hiswife and child on the beach.
About half an hour later Mrs
Haal musawi was stunned to see
people crowded around life-
guards attempting to resuscitate
her husband.

The lifeguards said Mr
Haalmusawi first swam out of
the safe swimming zone. They
called him back and hereturned
to the safe zone to swim among
the other tourists.

Some time later, swimmers
noticed he was unconscious in
the water.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Myanmar nat’|
abducted and
extorted by
fase ‘officers

A MYANMAR national re-
ported on August 1 that he had
been abducted a week prior by
a group of men claiming to be
‘Special Force officials inves-
tigating illegal workers.

Thevictim told police that a
group of four or five men ab-
ducted him in Phuket Town on
July 28, then stole 120,000 baht
from his bank account.

According to the police re-
port filed by the victim, he has
been aPhuket resident for more
than a decade and was ap-
proached by the gang while
outside Community Hall in
Phuket Town, where migrant
workers have been told to reg-
ister as part of a nationwide
campaign to legalize thousands
of un- registered workers from
Myanmar, Cambodiaand L aos.

The victim said he initially
refused to pay, so hewasdriven
past his house.

At the Phuket City Police
station, thevictim identified the
driver from the Royal Thai
Police database.

“That man, who cannot be
named at this stage, is now un-
der investigation,” Phuket City
Police told the Gazette.

—Winai Sarot

Teen arrested

for possesson
of guns, anmo

TWO men were arrested after
a police raid on their Kamala
houseturned upillegal firearms
and ammunition on July 27.

Col Sirisak Wasasiri of the
Kamala police said officers
were tipped off by informants
that the suspects possessed
illegally obtained and home-
made weapons.

“Thitiwat Prateep Na
Thalang, 19, a Phuketian, was
found in possession of two
guns and two .22 caliber bul-
lets,” Col Sirisak said.

“Anuchait Kwansri, a 28
year-old Krabi native, was also
found in possession of two of
.22 caliber bullets. He was
charged withillegal possession
of ammunition,” he added.

Col Sirisak said the tip-off
led tothearrestsasMr Thitiwat
liked to boast about his guns
online and purchase ammuni-
tion through Facebook.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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V/Gov advocates Bangkok buy-
back schemefor sea gypsy land

PHUKET’ SVice Governor ad-
vocated national interventionin
the ongoing land dispute be-
tween private property devel-
oper Baron World Trade Co Ltd
and the sea gypsy community
in Rawal on July 29.

Vice Governor Prajiad
Aksornthammakul encouraged
the National Reform Steering
Assembly (NRSA) to convince
Bangkok to buy up the disputed
property near Rawai Pier from
private owners.

The land dispute surround-
ing the seagypsies' village and
villagers' access to a nearby
ceremonial site has been going
on for years, often turning vio-
lent.

In January, more than 30
peoplewereinjuredinaconfron-
tation between Baron employees
and Rawai sea gypsies.

In February, Weerachai
Tantiwattanawalop, who
claims to own five ra of land
currently occupied by the sea
gypsies, said he and other land
owners submitted a letter to
Prime Minister Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha, asking the govern-
ment to step in and buy their
land.

The NRSA, which advises
Bangkok on social affairs, com-
pleted a circuit of sea gypsy
communities in Phang Nga on
July 28, before meetingwith v/

V/Gov Prajiad advocated that the government buy the disputed property
at the National Reform Steering Assembly. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

Gov Prajiad and officials in
Phuket.

Phuket Vice Governor
Prajiad explained to the com-
mittee that there are five sea
gypsy communities in Phuket,
which comprise an estimated
4,500 people. Thelargest —and
most problematic according to
V/Gov Prgjiad — is the Rawai
community in question, with
244 households and a total
population of 2,063, according
to provincial government
estimates.

“Each of these [sea gypsy]
communities has its own prob-
lems,” V/Gov Prgjiad told the
NRSA representatives. “The
community that seems to have
most problems in Phuket isthe
Rawai community, with the

L aem Tukkae community com-
ing in second. Their problems
are primarily economic in na-
ture, with neighboring touristic
demand driving up land values,
because these communities are
located on private land.”

“We know that almost every
sea gypsy area has land con-
flicts, in one form or another,”
V/Gov Prgjiad continued. “The
price of land in Phuket is very
high, and that really heightens
the seriousness of these prob-
lems.”

V/Gov Prgjiad told the as-
sembly that Phuket’s provincial
government has contacted the
Ministry of Interior, as well as
the Ministry of Socia Devel-
opment and Human Security,
reguesting that the government

Chinese tourigts ‘boycott’ Thailand

AFTER months of stories about
Chinese tourists and their loud
and ‘inappropriate’ behavior
whilevisiting Thailand thisyear,
rumors on social media suggest
that they might be looking to
remove the Kingdom from their
list of countries for holidays.

Reports in the Gazette's
mass circulation Thai-language
newspaper partner Komchad-
luek suggest that Tourism and
Sports Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangul hasdiscredited
the rumors, but that she never-
thelessissued orderson July 26
to keep an eye on tourist num-
bersfrom major citiesin China.

Rumors about the Chinese
‘boycotting Thailand’ started
when a group of Chinese tour-
ists expressed displeasure at
being judged for ‘inappropriate
behavior.’

In March, the internet was
ablaze with vehement criticism
of Chinese tourists after Chi-
nese media company
‘Shanghaiist’ published a 33-

second video clip showing
them in a feeding frenzy at a
shrimp buffet in Chiang Mai on
March 18, followed by photos
showing large amounts of food
being wasted.

“Tourism Authority of Thai-
land offices in magjor Chinese
cities have not noticed any
widespread calls for boycotts,
except in Yunnan,” said Ms
Kobkarn. “We won't treat this
matter lightly, however. Our
sources have mentioned that
the Yunnan government has
educated its residents about the
rules for taking their motor
homes to Thailand.”

Theissuecametolightin Feb-
ruary this year as nearly adozen
recreational vehicles were spot-
ted in Phuket. At least 3,000
Chinese cars and buses entered
Thailand during the Chinese
New Year holidays alone,
prompting officials to rethink
regulationsfor vehiclesfromthat
country entering Thailand.

The recent drop in Chinese

tourists rolling into northern
Thailand dueto theintroduction
of expensive and complicated
regulations has caused officias
some concern, but Ms Kobkarn
said that Chinese tourist num-
bers have actually increased
since January.

“There has been a 20 per
cent nationwide increase in
Chinese tourists to Thailand,
accompanied by a 30 per cent
increase in Thailand's Gross
Domestic Product around the
same time,” said M's Kobkarn.

Kanapoj Boonpornkan, the
Phuket Tourism Association’s
marketing executive, said that
a‘boycott’ would not beaprob-
lem for Phuket. He did,
however, state that the Chinese
market needs to be monitored
in the aftermath of Thailland's
investigations of China's
Tranlee Travel Company,
whose assets — worth millions
of Thai baht — still remain fro-
zen here.

— Chutharat Plerin

purchase the disputed land.

“ After we buy back theland,
we can move on to the next
step, wherewe managetheland
for the[Rawai seagypsy] com-
munity. We'd also offer the
villagers access to public utili-
ties and education,” V/Gov
Pragjiad said. “| think that within
six monthsto ayear, the villag-
ers will have a greatly
improved quality of life.”

But NRSA chairman
Anothai Ritthipanyawong said
he disagreed with the proposed
government buy-back scheme.

“To my knowledge, so many
pieces of land across the coun-
try —and of course in Phuket —
are under investigation about
how the land owner obtained
their title deeds,” Mr Anothai
said.

“Most of the land in Phuket
falls under that ambiguity, and
| have a feeling that these
pieces of land do so as well.”

“We cannot say at this point
that the government has to buy
back this land for the sea gyp-
sies. | don’'t doubt that the
reason we' re at this point in the
first place is because the land
was illegally issued,” Mr
Anothal said. “Why don’t we
at least wait until theland own-
ership case is officially
finalized in court.”

— Chutharat Plerin

Firs Mudims
in Thailand
leave for Hajj

ONE hundred and fifty eight
Thais left Phuket Interna-
tional Airport on August 2 to
make the pilgrimage to
Mecca, as this year's Hajj
begins.

This is the first flight of
Thai nationals from the south-
ernregion leaving for Hajj this
year. Seventy nine of the pas-
sengers were from Pattani
Province and the other half
were from Nakhon Sri
Thammarat.

Muslims are required to
make the pilgrimage to Mecca,
called Hagjj, once in their lives.
The pilgrimage is one of the
central tenets of Islam. This
year's official Hajj begins on
September 9 and will last until
the 14th.

Representatives of Phuket's
provincial departments, hospi-
tals and police officers
gathered at Phuket Airport on
August 2 to wish the group
well and to see them off,
aboard a chartered flight to
Dubai and Medina.

Additional flights for the
island’s Muslim communities
are schedul ed to depart Phuket
Airport August 11-15. Phuket
Governor Chamroen Tipaya-
pongtada will convene a
ceremony on the July 11 to
bless the pilgrims and to wish
them well on their Hajj.

— Kongleaphy Keam
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Baby elepht quantl ned

A BABY elephant is being
monitored by the Phuket Pro-
vincial Livestock Office
(PPLO), after her owner was
charged for moving the animal
to Phuket without a proper per-
mit on July 1.

Tourists and locals ex-
pressed concerns for ‘Nang
Chok’, the six-year-old el-
ephant, after she was found
wandering on Bang Tao
Beach.

“Boonchu Rattanadilok Na
Phuket, the owner of Nang
Chok, does not have the proper
documentation for moving the
elephant to Phuket,” Surgjit
Witchuwan of the PPLO told
the Gazette.

“The elephant was trans-
ferred from Surin Province to
Phang Ngabefore being moved
to Phuket, but Mr Boonchu did
this without the permission of
alocal veterinarian,” Mr Surgjit
said.

Mr Boonchu was charged
under section 34 of the Animal
EpidemicAct, which statesthat

OffICIa|S sald they will monitor Nang Chok for 30 days. Photo: PPLO

“any person moving elephants,
horses, cattle, buffal oes, goats,
sheep, pigs, their embryos or
semen for breeding purposes,
as well as any other kind of
animalsspecifiedinministerial
regulations, or animal car-
casses to the provincial area,
shall first obtain a permit from

B e
b e

the local veterinarian con-
cerned”.

“The PPLO is currently
keeping an eye on Nang Chok
for 30 daysto ensurethat sheis
in good health. After that, Mr
Boonchu and the el ephant must
leave Phuket,” said Mr Surgjit.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich
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Preventing
flooding

From Page 1

...The mayor blamed old,
crooked pipes leading to the
water treatment plant near 200
Pi Bridge as contributors to
Patong's flooding woes. Those
pipes will be replaced with
wider and straighter passage-
ways as part of the two-year
improvement plan.

Mayor Chalermluck assured
the Gazette that the entire op-
eration will be completed by
2018. “Somethings are still in
the planning stages, but con-
struction will begin soon,” she
said.

Following a heavy down-
pour on July 19, neighboring
Karon village experienced the
worst flooding of the city in
decades. Shops and houses op-
posite hillside construction
sites along Patak Road were
inundated with mud and water
up to one meter deep.

Following the Karon flood,
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada convened a
meeting of authorities across
the province to discuss flood
prevention measures. Governor
Chamroen ordered local
authorities to monitor areas at
risk of flooding.

Karon Municipality Acting
Chief Administrative Officer
Wancha Saetan told the Ga-
zette this week that village
workers were still in the
process of shoring up flood-
prone spots.

Mr Wanchai blamed last
month's flooding on a damaged
water pump that sucked in trash
and could not function properly.

“A large water pump has al-
ready been installed where the
flooding was most severe on
July 19 and three more pumps
have been ordered at a cost of
500,000 baht. The new pumps
should be installed within the
next three months,” said Mr
Wanchai.

“Four other water pumps
have already beeninstalled in
other locations and we have
widened the drainage pipesin
some areas. However, flood-
ing is still a problem, due to
trash clogging the water-
ways,” Mr Wanchai said.

“Another problem is new
housing and hotel develop-
ments filling in land with
topsoil, which often blocks

our natural waterways.”

Mr Wanchai said municipal
workers will soon install grills
over drainageways to prevent
floating trash from getting into
the pumps, as well as dredging
canals across the municipality
to alow runoff to flow more
freely.

The municipality is also
running a public awareness
campaign, explained Mr
Wanchai. “We are encouraging
localsnot to throw rubbishinto
the canals and waterways.
People caught doing so can be
fined as much as 2,000 baht,”
he said.

In August last year, flash
floods in Chalong caused long
tailbacks and left many motor-
ists pushing their scooters
through deep water on Chao Fa
West Road, infront of the TOT
office.

Chalong Mayor Samran
Jindaphol told the Gazette this
week that his municipality was
“100 per cent” prepared for
flooding this year.

“We have solved almost all
of theflood issuesin Chalong,”
Mayor Samran said. “The ca-
nals in the area are constantly
dredged and we have been fo-
cusing our efforts on building
retaining wallsto prevent land-
slides in potential hotspots
along both Chao Fa East and
West roads.”

Mr Samran said some of the
walls had already been built
and that more are to be con-
structed, along with a large
water drainage center to be
completed by 2018.

“There will be no flooding
outside of the TOT office this
year,” he said. “We have spent
about 13 million baht on build-
ing three culvertsto carry runoff.
They should becompleted within
aweek.”

“Another mgor trouble spot
in Chalong has been at Chalong
Temple, where three drainage
channels converge. However,
those channels have now been
split up so there will be no more
flooding there,” he added.

While the three municipal
heads admitted that heavy
rains would still cause flood-
ing in some spots, al three said
they were confident that any
flood waters would take no
more than 10 to 20 minutes to
drain away.
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Reort

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

A FOUR-STAR hotel in Koh
Yao Yai has had it's assets fro-
zen, after officers from the
Anti-Money Laundering Office
(AMLO) began investigating
whether theresort isbeing used
to launder money and evade
taxes for the embattled Tranlee
Travel Co Ltd.

During a joint task force
raid on July 30, AMLO offic-
ers said they were inspecting
Blue Bay Resort’s land docu-
ments, and suspect that the 330
unit luxury hotel is being used
to shelter profits for the travel
group under investigation.

Police arrested a Tranlee se-
nior director and shareholder
on June 15 for alegedly fak-
ing two Thai national 1D cards
used to register the company.
Another director hasreportedly
fled the country.

In early July, investigators

Tl

Tourist Police commander Suchet speaks with task force officers during the raid. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

seized buses, boats, land and
millions of baht from Tranlee
as part of their investigations
into the operations of the
Phuket-based tour operator.
“When we arrived at the ho-
tel we were greeted by a Mr
Wittaya, who claimed to bethe
resort’s director, and another
person named Mr Apichat, who
claimed to be the operation’s

Thief defecates on
Ausses doorstep

A THIEF in Chalong defecated
ononeof her victims' doorsteps
in the early hours of July 29.

The perpetrator reportedly
broke into four homes, prima
rily occupied by foreigners, at
the Nga Chang villa complex
in Rawai. Police reported that
the crapper focused on stealing
cash, athough she clearly had
access to other valuables.

Jake Newton, 19, an Aus-
tralian Muay Thai fighter
training in Phuket, discovered
that several thousand baht had
been taken out of his wallet
after a neighborhood security
guard alerted him to the fact
that a woman had just had a
bowel movement on his door-
step.

“1’m moving to a new place
on August 1, so | had just
changed 250 Australian Dollars
[into baht],” Mr Newton said.

His housemate, Uyen Ha,
19, also a Muay Thai fighter
from Australia, said she be-
lieves the intruder had been in
her villa before.

“1 was sleeping and woke up
in the middle of the night,”
Uyen told the Gazette. “| could
tell that my door was open, so |
turned on the light on my mo-
bile phone and saw a face
looking at me from the door-

way.”

Ms Ha and Mr Newton point at the
entrance police believe the thief
used to break into several villas.
Photo: Wes Martin

The pair have since moved
out of the complex.

The intruder, a slender
woman, possibly Thai, report-
edly broke into the villa
through an unlocked bathroom
window.

Other than vengeance or raw
fear, the reasons for the thief’s
departing gift on the doorstep
remain unclear.

— Phuket Gazette

lawyer,” said AMLO officer
Piya Sriwika. “The pair
claimed that they had just
bought the rights to the hotel
and had taken over manage-
ment of the property in May.”
“We believe that the hotel’s
assetscomeas part of Tranlee's
laundering of money and tax-
evasion,” Mr Piya said. “We
will freeze Blue Bay Resort’s

assets for 90 days while we
look at their books. The busi-
ness can still run normally, but
therevenue and all assetswill be
under the control of the AMLO.
This way it will not affect tour-
ism,” said Mr Piya.

The task force was led by
Tourist Police Commander
Suchet Hakpan, joined by the
AMLO, Phang Nga's Vice Gov-

= v |
BANYAN TREE

PHUKET, THAILAND

"V’

ernor, the Phuket Provincia Po-
lice Deputy Commander, Marine
Police personnel, Department of
Forestry personnel, Phang Nga
police personnel, Department of
Business Development and
Army personndl.

The Natural Resources and
Environmental Crime Division
is also checking Blue Bay
Resort’s land documents.

“Initidly, they presented seven
pieces of land ownership docu-
ments, covering more than 19
rai,” General Suchet said. “We
then divided the task force into
saven groupsto measurethe plots
and noted dl of thedevelopments
for further investigation.”

“We will transparently look
into the land documents and
take every precaution not to
disrupt tourism,” he added.

During the task force raid,
officers found that more than
40 per cent of the hotel’sguests
had moved out of the hotel.

under investigation
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Int’l criminal
caught after
overstaying
visain Samul
A SLOVAKIAN man suspected
of siphoning off 283,000 euros
(about 10.9 million baht) while
working asahospita director in
ZlateMoravce City wasarrested
in Koh Samui on July 24.

Police arrested Michal
Grujbar, 38, in front of a Koh
Samui hotel and initially
charged him with overstaying
his visa

“Police investigators later
learned that the Slovakian court
and Interpol had issued arrest
warrants for him in 2012 and
alerted al 190 member coun-
triesto keep alookout for him,”
said Transnational Crime Co-
ordination Center deputy chief
Suchat Theerasawat at a press
conference held at the Royal
Thai Police head office in
Bangkok on July 28.

Colonel Suchat said the sus-
pect had admitted to being the
same person as the one wanted

by Interpol.
— The Nation

Crawvmen sustain severe burns
after trawler catchesfireat sea

SEVEN crew members of a
fishing vessel were saved in a
dramatic rescue off Phang Nga
on July 30, when their boat
burst into flames and sank af-
ter refueling at sea.

Three crew members were
injured in the fire, one of them
suffering severe burns to at
least 20 per cent of his body,
mostly on his back and arms.

The fishing boat, a 68-ton
vessel named Sorachainavy,
had just finished taking on die-
sel from a refueling vessel
about 12 miles off the coast of
northern Phang Nga.

Theincident wasreported to
the Port In-Port Out center at
Tai Muang District in Phang
Nga, and a Navy rescue boat
was dispatched to respond to
the Sorachainavy’s emergency
call.

However, another fishing
boat located near the refueling
vessel wasthefirst onthe scene
and pulled the crew members
to safety as their boat sank.

Rescue workers assist a crewman who suffered severe burns. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

The Navy rescue boat then
ferried the injured to Takuapa
Hospital in Phang Nga.

The boat had been at seafor
three days before the incident,
having departed from Kuraburi
in Phang Nga on July 27.

The loss of the Sorach-
ainavy isestimated to have cost
its owner about 5 million baht.

Investigators have yet to de-
termine the exact cause of the
fire.

In December, another fish-

ing vessel sank after being hit
by a rogue wave off of Kata
Beach in Phuket. All six crew
members of the Na Pornprasit
wererescued by Phuket Marine
Police.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Officas warn south
to expect monsoons

THE renewed monsoon sea-
son is expected to cause heavy
flooding and high seas across
the southern provinces this
year, the Office of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
(DDPM) announced this
week.

DDPM officials issued se-
vere weather warnings for
Phuket, Phang Nga, Krabi,
Petchaburi, Prachuap, Khiri
Khan, Chumphon, Surat Thani,
Nakhon Sri  Thammarat,
Chonburi, Rayong, Chantaburi,
Trat and Ranong provincesthat
failed to materializein substan-
tial downpours.

Wave heights in the
Andaman Searegularly surpass
three meters during the south-
west monsoon season, which
lasts from May through No-
vember.

In Phuket, officials warned
against possible floods and
windstorms that may trigger
landslides. DDPM officials
acrossthe province urged those
who live on hillsides or areas
immediately downhill to stay
tuned to local radio and televi-
sion channels for updates.

Officials also warned resi-

dents near waterways to keep
an eye on streams and runoff
areas prone to flash floods, as
the southwest monsoons are
known to drop as much as 90
millimeters of rain within 24
hours.

In Phuket, DDPM officials
said they had prepared rescue
vehicles and equipment in case
of flooding, and placed reserve
DDPM personnel on standby.

The Thai Meteorological
Department (TMD) warnsresi-
dents of southern Thailand that
during the seventh and eighth
of August, the moderate south-
west monsoon prevailsover the
Andaman Sea, the South and
the Gulf of Thailand.

The TMD said chances of
rain into the coming week re-
main high, with isolated heavy
downpours likely in the East
and the South.

Typhoon ‘NIDA,” which
made landfall over Hong Kong
on August 2 was downgraded
to tropical storm status.

In case of aweather-related
emergency, Phuket residents
may call the DDPM Phuket of-
fice: 076-218444.

— Phuket Gazette

Bomb attacks hit south
amid army W|rawal

FOUR border policemen and a
civilian were injured in a
double bombing attack in Saba
Yoi in Songkhla on the morn-
ing of August 2. Two village
defence volunteers suffered mi-
nor injuries when a third bomb
exploded in front of a school
in Khok Pho in Pattani later the
same day in a separate attack.

The policemen were injured
in the first explosion at about
7am in Ban Daru Moo 3 in
Tambon Than Khiri. Minutes
later, a 57 year-old woman on
her bicycle was injured by a
blast in the middle of Kabang-
Sabayoi Road, just a kilometer
away. Army officials said they
suspect that the second bomb
was intended to injure person-
nel responding to the first
incident.

At around 8pmin Khok Pho,
two defence volunteers guard-
ing Solihiyah School were
injured by an explosioninfront
of the school. No teachers or
students were hurt, although
the school closed for August 3
as a precaution.

National police chief
Chakthip Chaijinda announced

Soldiers inspect the site of the third bombing. Photo: The Nation

that the national intelligence
agency had warned of possible
attacks in the three southern-
most provinces, particularly
ahead of the August 7 consti-
tutional referendum and
throughout the month of Au-
gust.

Hesaid the predicted attacks
would target state officers and
would be carried out by two
groups linked to local political
entities and insurgent groups.

General Chakthip admitted
that probes into the attacks
would be difficult to mount as
police officers and army per-
sonnel areon aheightened alert

before Saturday’s referendum
vote.

The attacks come after
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha announced on July 27 that
he plans to continue the troop
withdrawal of Thailand's three
southernmost provinces.

The drawdown would leave
seven Royal Thai Army battal-
ions in Yala, Narathiwat and
Pattani provinces.

Colonel Therdsak Ngam-
sanong of the YalaSpecial Task
Force said that the move would
result in the fewest number of
troopsintheregionin 12 years.

— The Nation
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Another tour

fake D cards

POLICE searched the Fuan
Travel office in KSL Tower in
Ratchathewi District on August
2, for evidence in relation to
claims the company was set up
by aforeigner using afake Thai
ID card.

Initid inquiriesfound that the
man, who was not named but
holdsan executive positioninthe
firm, alegedly took the identity
of a man called Somkiat
Khongcharoen—who died nearly
10 years ago — to open the busi-
ness and provide tour services,
said Tourist Policechief Pol Mgj-
General Surechet Hakpan.
Policealso arrested three alleged
accomplices — company execu-
tive Thawa Jaemchokchai, and
tour guides  Phuwadol
Sukcharoen, and Thanakrit
Rinrat, both of whom are sus-
pected to be Chinese nationals.

B100mn
seized from
contractors

THE Anti-Money Laundering
Office (AMLO) has seized 100
million baht from two Klong
Dan contractors, AMLO chief
Pol General Chaiya Siriam-
phankul said on July 30.
Involved were 70mn baht in
two bank accounts of Gateway
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Devel opment Co and 30mn baht
inabank account of Prayoonvit
Karncharng — money from the
first installment of payments by
the government.

The two firms were part of
joint-venture NVPSKG, which
related government agenciesrep-
resentatives were told to pay 9.6
billion baht in finesfor the noto-
rious Klong Dan project.

The AMLO chief vowed that
his agency would try to retrieve
the remainder of the 25bn baht
back from contracted parties in-
volved in the 24-billion baht
Klong Dan wastewater-treatment
plant in Samut Prakan Province.

Previously, AMLO resolved

sl —

NATIONAL NEWS

Briefly

to seizethe second and thirdin-
stallments paid by state
agencies, worth 6.4bn baht.

It asked the Department of
Specid Investigationto proceed
withamoney-laundering charge
against the six companies and
one individual who allegedly
benefited from payment of the
first installment. He said the
agency had so far seized assets
worth 6.6bn baht in this case.

1000 stateless
children to get
Tha ctizensnip
THE Prime Minister has or-
dered the Interior Ministry to
tell al provincia governorsand
district chiefsin provinces that
have less than 1,000 stateless,
unregistered students to make
them Thai citizens next month.
The move is part of a plan
to give citizenship to thousands
of stateless children who are
eligible to be Thai citizens.

The provinceswith lessthan
1,000 stateless childreninclude

Kaasin, Kamphaeng Phet and
Ayutthaya, Government Spokes-
man Maj-General Sansern
Kaewkamnerd said on July 30.
Gen Sansern said for prov-
inces with more than 1,000
stateless children — such as
Ranong, Kanchanaburi and
Trat, the premier had ordered
governorsto directly supervise
the process, as this would indi-
cate the administrative ability
of governorsand district chiefs.
As of July 7, there were
78,175 students nationwide
without Thai nationality —
20,337 of whom were dligible
to receive it. So far 9,277
people applied for citizenship,
and 5,728 children received it.

Plane crash in
Bangkok kills
one, injures 4

THE pilot of asmall plane was
killed and four others were in-
jured in acrash in Bangkok on
August 1.

The plane, a 10-year-old
Piper Chieftain registered as
HS-FGB, belonged to Rabbit
Wings Co Ltd. It was report-
edly travelling from Nakhon
Ratchasima Province to
Suvarnabhumi Airport when it
crashed a few kilometers north
of the runway.

The people on board were
employees of the airlines. The
injured included a co-pilot, a
machinist and a company em-
ployee, as well as a local
woman in the area.

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.
70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 83000

Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th

+66 (0) 89 724 6914 +66 (0) 76 216 447 +66 (0) 76 216 448
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Phuket Gazette
| et’stalk weather

ASTHE annual monsoon strengthens and the gripefest begins,
Phuket residents might want to pause for a moment to reflect
on what a wonderful climate we enjoy year round, every year.

According to records dating back to 1951, the temperature
‘extremes in Phuket Town are listed as follows. record high
37.8°C (about 100°F); record low 17.4°C (63.3°F).

That isa narrow range of about 20°C that is somehow per-
fectly centered at about 27°C, roughly the same temperature at
which many of us set our air-conditioners—near optimal.

Comparethat to a placelike Montreal, Canada (high 37.8°C,
low -37.6°C) to better appreciate just how good we haveit here.

We also have it better than other Thai provinces. Tempera-
ture fluctuations in Phuket are moderated by the sea that
surroundsusand gener ates cooling sea breezesmost of the year.

We also seem to be ‘off the beaten path’ for major storms.
When wasthelast timetheidand took a direct hit from atropi-
cal depression or typhoon of the types that pound the coastline
along the South China Sea? Never, at least as far back as this
long-time observer can recall. The cherry on top isthefact that
the rain eases up during winter, making it an ideal escape for
tourists from harsher climates further north.

One of the few drawbacks to living in such a climatic glass
bubbleisthat over timeweget spoiled. Wewear thick sweatshirts
tothecinema. Like Goldilocks, wewake up in the middle of the
night changing the temperature of the A/C unit by a single de-
gree becauseit iseither too hot or too cold. It ishard toimagine
what our ancient ancestors would think if they knew what
‘weather wussies' we have become.

Of courseit ishuman natureto complain, so with the lack of
truly severe weather we tend to direct much of our weather
whining toward the only thing left: therain.

In reality, the copious amount of rainfall here should be
counted as a blessing. Unfortunately, in our collective rush to
cover thisidand with concrete and bitumen, we have man-
aged to destroy or disrupt many, if not most, of the natural
water cour ses that once channeled all this runoff harmlessy
into the sea. The inevitable result, of course, is flooding.

Karon has seen the wor & flooding in decades thisyear —and
therainiest months of the year are till ahead of us.

Let’s hope that flood prevention measures put in place by
authorities across the idand [see Page 1] help turn the tide on
Phuket’s completely man-made and ever-wor sening flooding
problem.
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Chinese need to changefirst

Re: Rumors of ‘Thai boycott’
raise eyebrows, Jul 29

They bring a lot of money
but take so much.

They have alot more devel-
oping to do before being
accepted.

Just look at their attitude in
the South China Sea. No re-
spect for people or law.

David Warburton
Facebook

Flying is usually a
better option

Re: Buses aim to compete with
low cost airlines, Jul 29
The problem isthat, as good
as the buses may be, the time
versus cost makes flying a
much better option.
| actually like bussing it
around Thailand but a recent
trip from Pattaya to Phuket on
Bangkok Air cost only 1,200
baht more than the bus and
saved me more than 12 hrs.
Short trips are no problem
but for longer journeysthereis
no contest.
Nick Mallett
Facebook

Singlestocksnot the
way to beat market

Re: Finance: Five emerging
leadership stocks, Aug 1

Trying to pick single stocks
is not a good way to beat the
market.

You may spot a single stock
with an upward trend, but
you're likely to fail at picking.

There is also the danger of

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

a black swan, when a com-
pany blows up from an
unforeseen event, like BP's
oil rig disaster.

Thebest thingtodoistofind
alow expense Index ETF such
as SCHD.

Pinot
Gazette forum

No point of having
a tsunami drill

Re: Tsunami warning buoy out
of action, Jul 26
What was the purpose in
having atsunami drill in recent
weeks?
But it's okay; they have a
water sensor in Phang Nga.
Too little too late. It's sup-
posed to be an early-warning
system that could save thou-
sands of lives?
Harry
Gazette forum

Children should not
be allowed to wan-
der by themselves

Re: Body of baby found at con-
struction site, Jul 28

“The mother told police she
did know when the child wan-
dered out of the house.”

Sorry, my four-year old is

not leaving the house, even

when it is just in the fenced

garden, without any parental
supervision.

Sh

Gazette forum

No one wants to
visit empty beaches

Re: Governor’s Letter: Im-
provement plans for Phuket,
Jul 27
Yes the beaches are now in
their “natural state” but high
spending western tourists
want to laze on a beach in the
sun on sun loungers, eat
something and maybe get a
beer, then go to a beach res-
taurant and watch the sun go
down.
They will not come to stand
and look at empty beaches.
Yes, the beach mafia needed
removing, as do the jet-ski and
parasail people, but taking
away the very reason Western-
ers come here is extreme.
SHWE
Gazette forum

Need to implement
har sher penalties

Re: Late night Bangla shooter
hunted for attempted murder,
Jul 27

So give him a 2,000 baht
fine, right?

And then we wonder why
violent crime is happening
every day?

seeall
Gazette forum
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Controlling public transport

FIrRsT
PERSON

PHUKET is the tourism prov-
inceof Thailand. Therefore, the
most challenging job for the
transport office is how to con-
trol public transport. Our main
job is to balance the interests
of passengers and public trans-
port operators. We have to
make the service smooth and
satisfactory for both sides.

Transportation is the core
and most basic need for tour-
ism. Therefore, the more we
can improve our transportation
networks, the better tourism
will become. We have severa
plans in the works that are
aimed at improving the trans-
portation system in Phuket.

Firstly, we are working hard
to control the price of public
transport here. We are not go-
ing to lower the prices, as
several officials and drivers
agreed to current prices years
ago. However, we will keep
monitoring al public transport
operators so that they only
charge standard prices.

Secondly, to ensure that the
standard prices are known by
passengers, particularly tour-
ists, we're going to mandate
that public vehicles display
pricesinside their vehicles and
in every boarding zone. A bud-
get has aready been approved
for this project. We are work-
ing on printing out the pricelist,
and expect to be done in the
next few months.

Wewill also beincreasing the
number of parking spotsfor pub-
licvehicles. Wearenow working
on establishing more than 70
parking spots across the island
for public transport. This will
give tourists more choices when
it comes to which buses to take,
and makeit essier for themtolo-

Sommai Sudkhao, origin-ally
from Phatthalung province, is
the Phuket Land Transport
Office (PLTO) chief. He was the
director of Bangkok Area
Transport-ation Office Area 2
before moving to Phuket in May.
He graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in economics from
= — Ramkhamhaeng University.

Here, he talks about managing Phuket’s transportation

systems, the challenges poised by the province’s
dependence on tourism and his plans for the island while

in office.

cate public alternatives. Tourists
will not have to walk very far to
find taxi stopsanymore. Thiswill
also help public transport be bet-
ter organized.

Currently, there are more
than 4,000 green-plate taxison
the island. My plan is to keep
this number from increasing.
Theoriginal ideaof green-plate
taxis was that those taxis are
hired by any specific busi-
nesses such as hotels,
restaurants and the airport.
However, the problem in
Phuket is that those taxis have
become private businesses.

That is where the problems
begin. When they become pri-
vate operators, they get out of
control. This is where the taxi
mafia came from, because these
private operators would have to
compete with each other for po-
sitionsin ataxi queue; they can
lower or increase their price as
they want. Therefore, we are
going to keep a closer eye on
green-plate taxis and are not al-
lowing any more to register.

Besides the reduction and
control of green-platetaxis, we
also plan to increase more taxi
meters in Phuket. Taxi meters
arethefairest for passengersin
terms of price, as you pay ac-
cording to the distance you
travel. This way, we do not

Words from the Wise

have to solve the problem of
taxis cheating passengers.

We are also going to start a
public vehicleoperator education
project. The project will educate
drivers about the rules, regula-
tions, safety measures, and how
to react, take action and properly
take charge during an emergency
stuation. Thepublicdrivershave
to be responsible for many lives,
so they have to be well trained.
Our target is to educate at least
200 driversthis year.

Besidesthe plans mentioned,
| believe the upcoming light rail
project will be a much better
solution for Phuket. As you
know, public transportation
such as buses in Phuket don't
really work well. The problem
is that no one realy wants to
invest in them because they
don't earn as much compared
to the taxis.

Therefore, | believethelight
rail project will be a boon to
Phuket. It will help greatly re-
duce the traffic congestion and
people will use it, especially
tourists, so the number of pri-
vate cars will be reduced. | am
hoping to seebigimprovements
in Phuket once the light rail
project is finished.

We are doing our best to help
make the public transportation
in Phuket better.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commission
intends to propose ‘special’ SIMs to track tourists. Photo: kaboompics

Tabson travdlers

THAIVISA recently published
an articletitled *“NBTC to pro-
pose specia SIM cardsfor for-
eign tourists so they can be
traced’. The article states that
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommuni cations Commis-
sion (NBTC) intends to intro-
duce ‘specia’ SIM cards for
mobileusers, in order to ‘track’
foreigners while they are stay-
ing in Thailand.

The news is worrying on so
many levels that it's hard to
know where to begin. It goes
without saying that thisisan un-
precedented invasion of privacy,
so | won't dwell on that too
much. As per the article on
thaivisa.com, the NBTC secre-
tary-general says that thisis a
matter of ‘ national security’ and
should not be viewed as an
individua’sviolation of privacy.

Additionally, the ‘traceable
SIM cardswill reportedly not be
a requirement for Thai nation-
als, because “they are required
toshow their ID cardswhenthey
buy SIM cards’, the article
states. This one is a head-
scratcher for me, because
everyone—Thai national or oth-
erwise—isrequired to show their
ID when purchasingaSIM card.

Foreigners, especialy, are
much more eadly ‘traceabl€’ to
beginwith, what withthearrival
and departure forms and hotel
reservations we have to submit
when entering the country.

Island View

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

However, dl of that aside, my
biggest concern is how hostile
such a move might appear to a
vigitor. Imagine being afirst time
visitor and walking up to an air-
port counter to buy asim, only to
betold that your activitieswould
be monitored for the duration of
your stay, in order to ensure that
you're not acriminal.

On the flip side, | wonder if
foreigners are even going to be
informed of this at all.

Thepropositionaso bringsup
a number of burning questions
I"d like answered. For instance,
how do they intend to track trav-
elerswhouseinternational SIMs
with roaming? What about for-
eigners, such as myself, who
purchased their SIM cards long
beforetheintroduction of thenew
ones? Also, if an international
criminal element really does en-
ter the country, he or she would
probably know enough to make
other arrangements anyway.

Theideacould have been ac-
ceptable to foreigners, at least
in theory, if packaged even
slightly more diplomatically,
but what with this ‘guilty until
proveninnocent’ approach, that
doesn’'t seem likely either.

Issues & Answers

some style.”

“The surest way to corrupt a youth isto in-
struct him tohold in higher esteem thosewho
think alikethan thosewho think differently.”

“My mission in lifeisnot merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with some pas-
sion, some compassion, some humor and

— Friedrich Nietzsche

- Maya Angelou

Are Layan Beach trash cans gill in use?

| WENT to Layan Beach over
the weekend and spent quite
awhile looking for atrash can.
The ones | did manage to
find werelaying on the ground.
Arethey still inuse, or they just
lying there because beach staff
don’t work on the weekends?
Would it be any problem if
we just lift them up so we can
use them?
Beachgoer
Phuket

Ms Bussara Wari, Cherng

Send us your queries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.

Submit your issue at:

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

Talay Tambon Administra-
tion Organization official,
replies:

Thank you for your query.

Yes, of coursethetrash cansare
till in use. However, we have
no idea why they are just lying
there.

Normally our staff manages
and looks after beach-side trash
cans.

We will let staff know as
soon as possible to seek out the
trash cans and ensure they are
useable.

Thank you very much for in-
forming us. It's useful to have
the public’s help in keeping our
beaches clean.
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Hedging your way through Brexit

By David Mayes

THERE has aready been alot
written in this paper —and many
others — about Brexit, but I'm
getting lots of questions from
both sides of the investment
coin, so | thought it agood idea
to highlight some of the things
to think about before doing
anything drastic.

Are there any opportunities
to exploit now that British vot-
ers have voiced their desire to
leave the EU? Are there any
risks that we need to hedge
against?

There is no such thing as a
‘dead cert’” when delving into
financial markets, so let's ex-
plore a variety of possible
scenarios and what effectsthey
may have.

Is now the time to be mov-
ing more heavily into Euro
stocks? Should you move cur-
rency into USD and EURO?
Should you move currency
back to GBP now that is low?

If you had acrystal ball, you
could make aton of money by
knowing which move to make
right now. Depending on what
happens next there is a lot of
money to be made. Of course
thereisaso alot to loseif you
end up on the wrong side.

There are a few key ques-
tionsto consider. Isthe UK the
first domino in what will bethe
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The author goes back to the basics of Brexit to answer some important questions. Photo: Jeff Belmonte

ultimate demise of the Euro-
pean monetary union? Will the
British government figure out
away to justify not following
thewishes of the British people
and remain in the EU anyway?
Will Brexit go through and
leave the rest of the EU intact
in the long term?

The first scenario is prob-
ably the scariest for the global
economy. The EU has issued
mountains of debt on the
premise that it is backed up by
the taxation power of the en-
tire union.

If it falls apart, EU debt be-

...........
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comes worthless, and every
major financial institution on
the planet will suffer the same.
This would be disastrous — not
only for European stocks and
bonds — but for the global mar-
kets as well.

Having a part of your port-
folio in gold and USD
denominated securities is a
hedge against this scenario, as
aflight to safety would likely
see US government bonds and
gold both go up.

If the UK reneges on leav-
ing the EU, the GBP will likely
rally, as well as EU stocks in

R S——

general.

While many people see this
as very unlikely, given that the
process could take two years, |
don’'t think it isarisk that can
be written off entirely.

Any strategy that was based
on the Brexit would suffer a
sharp reversal if at some point
the government finds a way to
cancel the exit.

The long term determina-
tion of the banking institutions
to see global consolidation
may be alot stronger than most
people think. However, if |
was a gambling man, | would

not be betting for this scenario.

If the UK is the only coun-
try toleave and the EU remains
intact, then a play on Euro-
based stocks would likely pay
off. However, given all the
risks, | think this is a time to
play defensively rather than
seeking opportunities.

When the opportunity ar-
rives, it will be very clear that
aseriouscrisisisunderway and
global stocks will be in free-
fall.

Theold saying to ‘ buy when
thereisblood in the streets and
banks are failing’ is my favor-
ite, but we are not in that
environment by any stretch of
the imagination.

| have already written about
getting your pension out.
Other than that, if you have
currency risks to the GBP or
the EURO, | would try to
spread that around and hedge
yourself. That is the extent |
would argue you should react
to Brexit.

David Mayes, MBA, resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management and life coaching
services to expatriates around the
globe, specializing in UK pension
transfers. He is a regional
representative of Faramond
Group, located in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA to provide
advice on pensions and taxation.
He can be reached at 085-335
8573 or david.m@faramond.com

Fund inflows drive SET

THE Stock Exchange of Thai-
land (SET), in the first half of
this year, outperformed other
bourses in Southeast Asia in
terms of fund inflows and divi-
dend yields.

The SET said its dividend
yield in the first half was 3.3
per cent, overtaking
Singapore’'s 3.1-3.2 per cent.
Thanks to fund inflows, the
SET recorded average daily
turnover of 46.67 billion baht
in the first six months of the
year.

According to SET president
Kesara Manchusree, including
daily turnover of 64bn baht in
July, the average in the first
seven months would be
48.16bn baht, up 0.97 per cent
from the same period last year.

For the first six months, the
Thai bourse recorded 35.98bn
baht in net buys by foreign in-
vestors, turning around from a

net-sell last year and making it
the highest figurein Asean, Mr
Kesara said.

The Thai stock market is
still underweight while for-
eign funds were in
rebalancing mode, increasing
the chance for continued in-
flows, according to Santi
Kiranand, senior executive
vice president of SET. About
30 Thai stocks are described
as ‘investability’, or those
with market capitalizations of
more than US$1 billion and
daily turnover of more than
US$10 million.

In addition to the SET’s
support for activities related
to investments, Mr Kesara
said it would launch the
‘sSET Index’, covering small
to medium-cap stocks that
were out of the SET100 Index
in November.

— The Nation

US researcher warnsof That R& D

THAILAND stands a slim
chance of success in reforming
itsinnovation and research eco-
system if the country does not
tackle the personnel as well as
conflict-of-interest issues at its
existing facilities, aleading US-
based researcher has warned.

“No matter how good theplan
for ‘Thailand 4.0’ is, if the same
group of people still run our
R&D [research and develop-
ment] programs going forward,
nothing isgoing to happen,” said
Professor Methi Wecharatana,
associate chairman for graduate
studies at the New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology.

“ldeas, people and tools are
the three critical components of
a nation to succeed in its inno-
vation drive. In short, we need
to discuss how industry, and
people like us, can help to re-
think, retool and re-man for
Thailand 4.0,” said Mr Methi,

Thailand 4.0 may just remain a
dream. Photo: ecolepolytechniqueups

also an adviser to the board of
directors of the Association of
Thai Professionals in America
and Canada (ATPAC).

Mr Methi scheduled to meet
with Deputy Education Minis-
ter Teerakiat Jareonsettasin the
next day to suggest that the gov-
ernment alter its current reform
direction on the nationa R&D
system.

He is bringing in his team
from the United States for sev-
eral workshopsand conferences

held by ATPAC and other agen-
ciesin Bangkok from last week
until August 9.

Among his proposalsfor the
government is to make 15 na-
tional research centers more
accountable. Their focuses
should be narrowed to key tech-
nologies or research areas that
are considered crucial to the
nation’s success in the future.

“New management teams
need to be installed. We' ve had
these centers for 30 years, but
they have been [operating] too
broadly. Money comes &fter a
clear mandate and people to
make things happen,” he said.

Pailin Chuchottaworn, a
former chief executive officer of
PTT and the chairman of the
council of the Vidyasirimedhi
Institute of Science and Tech-
nology sharesMr Methi’sviews
on money and other issues.

— The Nation
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By Zohaib Sikander

Aboard th bwon

VIRTUAL tours have finally
arrived. And in a place like
Phuket where you will find a
hotel or resort at every nook
and cranny, the time isn't far
when the entire province is on
the internet with quality photo
spheres guiding touristsaround
from across the world.

At least that is what Geoff S
Whitlie, managing director of
Panoramas Thailand, dreams of .

Born in Scotland and raised
in Canadawhere he was awed-
ding photographer, Mr Whitlie
moved to Thailand in 2006. By
2008, he changed his focus to
the more technical — by pursu-
ing the up and coming trend of
sphere photography. Seven
years in, he has developed his
business and is in sync with
what isrequired by his custom-
ers and more.

“1 am a Google trusted pho-
tographer,” he proudly says.
“We have certain quality guide-
lines that separate us from the
rest —thereareonly 10 of usin
the country.”

Mr Whitlie does 360-degree
virtual tours, Google street
view and has now started offer-
ing 3D augmented reality tours
to his customers.

“I’ve done about 20 aug-
mented reality projects in
Phuket recently, which give
tourists a greater insight into

-

Geoff stays on top by offering his clients the latest products available in the market. Photo: Panoramas Thailand

their intended destinations. You
can connect the new 3D Virtua
Reality (VR) gear to your
phone and simply ‘walk into’ a
hotel or abar from the comfort
of your own home, ‘feel’ the
ambience and decide whether
you want to pay a visit or not.
Interestingly, statistics suggest
that customers are twice as
likely to visit and location if
they ‘see’ the inside first. My
clients' hotels and resorts are

Italian companies eyeing
Investments in Thailand

More Italian businesses may be
coming to Phuket. Photo: Omarukai

ITALIAN chocolate maker
Ferrero and agriculture
truckmaker New Holland are
eyeing opening in Thailand af-
ter the formation of the Italian-
Thai Business Forum last year.

Isara Vongkusolkit, chairman
of the Thai Chamber of Com-
merce, said onAugust 1 that new
forum memberswere companies
from Italy such as Ducati,
Italcementi, Ferrero and Pirelli
and 17 companiesfrom Thailand
such as Thai Airways Interna-
tional, Bangkok Bank, Siam
Cement, Charoen Pokphand,

Centra and Dusit International.
“Thenew joint-forumwill en-
courage more investment from
Italy to Thailand such asautomo-
biles, food, furniture and
industrial design, and from Thai-
land to Italy like hotels, retail,
food and tourism,” he said. To
encourage investment here, the
forum and chamber will provide
training and exchange informa-

tion with Italian companies.
“Theforumwould bethe new
channe for Thai entrepreneursto
enter the Europe Union for fur-

ther investment,” he added.
Busaba Chirathivat, senior
vice president of Central Retall
and co-chairwoman of the fo-
rum, said the forum would help
operators or members in Thai-
land find partners in Italy more
easily thanworking with govern-
ment bodies, becauise executives
and companies feel comfortable
discussing and working together.
— The Nation

fully booked come high season
as well as Christmas time. All
in al, I've gotten some great
feedback and no complaints,”
he says.

Mr Whitlie told the Gazette
about his process in depth. “It
takes me anywhere from three
days to a month to finish a
project from the time of its in-
ception. | go onsite to take the
pictures, and do all of the stitch-
ing myself, asfor me, quality is

paramount. Thefinished project
goes to my client for preview
and approval after which | up-
load it to their website.” The
price range of hiscontractsvary
from 10,000 baht to over
200,000 baht. “The good thing
about my work is that | get to
travel all over Thailand,” says
MrWhitlie. | redly likethat part
of my job, among other things.”

For more information, visit
www.panoramas-thailand.com
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Kaskorn
nushes credit
card drive

A

—

Kbank has been pushing several
new products. Photo: GuillaumeG

KASIKORN Bank has
launched the‘ Routeto I celand’
sweepstakes to accelerate ac-
quisition of credit card custom-
ers in the second half of this
year after the bank fell far be-
hind the pace in the first half.

Noppawan Jermhansa, ex-
ecutive vice president, said on
August 1 that the bank issued
180,000 credit cardsin thefirst
half, while the target for the
whole year is 600,000.

The contest should help the
bank issue at least 200,000
credit cards because new credit
card customers who spend
1,000 baht or more within 30
daysafter card approval will be
given 10 chancesto win prizes.
Travel spending grew 30 per
cent, regarded as the highest
segment. The bank wantsto ca-
ter to customersin thiscategory.

Existing card holders will
get one chance for every 1,000
baht in spending.

— The Nation
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This week’s eve

Kajonkiet hosts  Paradise Beach glows
SLI m mer Cam p Eﬁgﬁ‘fﬁfﬁfﬁnzgﬂfet held their biggest ent yet n July 30 with a‘Glow i arise’ ty

A\ ] J r
Kajonkiet International School Phuket hosted a ‘ Young Pilot \n \ P ’ \ J
\ - | F

Summer Camp’ July 4-22 for pre-nursery Year 2 students, pro-
viding kids with a variety of edutainment options.

N N o e

a0y |
One of the camp participants shows off a paper-doll she made. DJ Vadim Almazov dropped mad beats live on stage for the club’s glow-painted revellers.
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nts in Paradise

Hunks woo at the Hilton |Phuket Marriott Resort and Spa,
Tweny aspring e moddsmacet o the fina rand of e ket | \| gl Yang reveal' s fresh new ook

prizes and bouguets for their groovy maves and dashing |ooks. The Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa Na Yang Beach revealed its newly renovated

beachside rooms and villas on July 29.

it . BN ERE R AR

Mister Phuket 2016 winner Phuvadol Koysomboon (center) walked away with 100,000 | (From L-R) Phuket Marriott Resort and Spa, Nai Yang Director of Operations Francois Poletti;
baht for first place. 2nd was Natthanai Tongleng (left), who received 30,000 baht in | Bangkok Marriott Queen’s Park Cluster Director of Sales and Marketing Roger Parnow and
prize money. Rameth Koran (2nd left) was awarded 20,000 baht for 3rd place. 10,000- | Cluster Assistant Director of Marcom and PR Variya Lulitanond; Phuket Marriott Resort and
baht prizes were also awarded for Mister Personality 2016 (right) and Media Choice | Spa, Nai Yang Marcom and PR Manger Panchan Noimeecharoen; and Bangkok Marriott Queen’s
Award 2016 (2nd right). Park Cluster Assistant PR Manager Pemika Kanchanatechanon.

LH READY PACKAGE

Full Furnished Quality Detached House

from Land and Houses

Receive special privileges

up to 350,000 B*

8 8 iz

L 076-615-188
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Thanyapuratralne&s head to Rio

EIGHT members of FINA
(Fédération Internationale de
Natation), who havetrained ex-
tensively at Thanyapura, are
confirmed to be competing at
the Olympicsin Rio.

Their names were officially
announced on July 29, 2016.
The athletes include Kimiko
Raheem from Sri Lanka, Eloi
Imanirugaha from Rwanda,
Vinity Hemthon from Cambo-
dia, Shgjan Aminath from the
Maldives, Sirish Gurung from
Nepal, Sajan Prakash and
Shivani Kataria, both from In-
dia, and Mohammad Rahman
Sagor from Bangladesh.

All of them spent a year at
Thanyapura Sports & Leisure
Club, training with in-house
expert coaches Miguel Lopez
Alvarado and David Escolar
Ballesteros, who worked
closely alongside the FINA
team.

“We've all become very
close. | feel about them as |
think | would feel about my
children which means | treat
them like people | care enough
[about] that | won't tell them
what they want to hear but what
| think it's the best for them,
which sometimes they don’t
like but they end up appreciat-
ing,” said Mr Lopez.

Thanyapurawas selected as
the official training center for
FINA and has been cooperat-
ing to promote talented
swimmers from around Asia
by supporting the scholarship

Athletes from all over the world have been training at Thanyapura for a year, and broken national records
more than 150 times. Photo: Thanyapura Sports & Leisure Club

‘Targeting Rio 2016’ , and pro-
viding the athletes with
accommodation, training fa-
cilities and professional
coaching.

“Thanyapura offers a large
variety of service and facilities
to ensure that the athletes opti-
mizetheir stay there. Moreover,
Phuket, with itseasy flight con-
nections to al major cities in
Asia, makesit a perfect option
for us,” said Dr Julio Cesar
Maglione, President of FINA

Development.

The team this year has bro-
ken participated in several
competitions from Russia, Ja-
pan, Malaysiaand Hong Kong,
including World Champion-
ships, Asian Age Group
Championships and South
Asian Championships.

“After a year of training
and after our FINA swimmers
have broken national records
more than 150 times, we fi-
nally get to see eight of them

representing their countries
and Thanyapura at the Rio
Olympics 2016,” Mr Lopez
noted.

“We couldn’'t be any
prouder unless, of course,
whichiswhat we hope, we get
to break a few more national
records and put one or two of
them in the semifinal, which
would be a great success in
the history of Southeast
Asia”

— Phuket Gazette

Municipality
ooy | 1O hold mini-
half marathon

The marathon is being held in
honor of HM the Queen’s birthday.
Photo: Peter Fristedt

CHERNG Talay Municipality
has organized the * 12th Cherng
Talay mini-half marathon’ on
August 12 in honor of HM the
Queen’s 84th birthday. The pur-
pose of the marathon is to en-
courage locals to stay healthy.

“About 800 people regis-
tered for theracelast year,” said
Somsak Limpawitthayanon of
the Cherng Talay Municipality.
“We are expecting about the
same number this year.”

Runners can register for a
3.5-kilometer fun run, a 13km
mini-marathon and a 21km
half-marathon.

The race will start from the
Cherng Talay Municipality Of-
fice, go past Dusit Laguna and
Banyan Tree on the way, and
return to the starting point.

Registration for theevent is
open. Thefunrunisfree, while
the mini-marathon and half-
marathon are 250 baht and 300
baht respectively.

For more information, call
076-324 440.

— Phuket Gazette

App to hep
seniors focus

AN AWARD winning neuro-
feedback cognitive training
game developed by Chulaong-
korn Hospital, Bangkok ishelp-
ing the elderly ‘focus'.

The university’s Department
of Psychiatry has developed an
attention training systemto help
the elderly avoid the symptoms
of dementia and Alzheimer’s
disease. Thegamewas awarded
a gold medal at the Interna-
tional Exhibition of Inventions
of Genevain April.

Dr Solaphat Hemrungrojn of
Chulalongkorn Hospital’s Cog-
nitive Fitness Centre and the
assistant dean for educational
innovation and information at
the medical faculty, explains
that the system comprises six
game sets, specialy designed
for the elderly. Her team is
working on adding more games
and improving existing ones.

— The Nation

Prosthetics give SOI dog new Iease onlife

A PUPPY that had itstwo front
legs hacked off earlier in May
has been fitted with new pros-
thetic legs, the Phuket-based
charity Soi Dog Foundation
announced on July 31.

Theprachen Srisoda, 36,
reportedly hacked off the
puppy’s front legs with a
sword because it had chewed
one of his shoes left outside
his house.

Public outcry and a 96,000-
signatories petition organized
by the Soi Dog Foundation saw
Mr Theprachen sentenced to
one month’s detention by a
court under the new Animal
Welfare Law.

Thailand’s new animal wel-
fare laws have only recently
criminalized animal cruelty.
The maximum penalty under
the law is atwo-year custodial
prison sentence and a 40,000
baht fine.

After the attack, the puppy,
named Cola, underwent treat-

Ms Dalley (2nd left), a double amputee herself, brought Cola back with
her to Phuket to continue his recuperation. Photo: Soi Dog Foundation

ment at a Bangkok clinic.

The head veterinarian, who
also holds an engineering de-
gree, created prosthetic legs
for the nine-month-old male

puppy.

Last week, Soi Dog Founda-
tion co-founder Gill Dalley
flew to Bangkok and brought
Cola back with her to Phuket

to continue his recuperation
and rehabilitation.

Ms Dalley, herself a double
amputee asaresult of arare bac-
teriashe picked up while saving
adog in 2004, is now teaching
Colato wak again.

Even when not wearing his
new legs, Cola has managed to
teach himself to walk on his
back legs, holding his stumps
in front of him ‘kangaroo
style'.

Soi Dog Foundationisanot-
for-profit organization estab-
lished in 2003. Itislegally reg-
istered in Thailand, the United
States, Canada, Australia, the
UK, France and the Nether-
lands. Its mission statement is
to improve the welfare of dogs
and cats in Asia, resulting in
better livesfor both animal and
human communities, to create
asociety without homelessani-
mals, and to ultimately end
animal cruelty.

— Phuket Gazette
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M elt your troubles away

By Chutharat Plerin

BREEZE Spa, located in the
four-star Amari Phuket hotel in
Patong, recently announced its
partnership with leading
American dermatologist Dr
Howard Murad.

Combining Dr Murad's in-
novative skin therapies with
Breeze Spa's facilities, the
partnership introduced five
new facial treatments this
month, which |, of course, had
to try.

Oncel arrived at the recep-
tion area | was welcomed by
a bouquet of smells — pepper-
mint and rosemary oil. | was
greeted with the spa’s signa-
ture drink of passion fruit,
pineapple and lime, served in
a glass with the rim covered
by crystalline sugar and local
honey from their responsibly-
sourced apiary.

There are several facial
treatments to choose from: hy-
dration, deep cleansing,
sensitive and after-sunburn,
brightening and anti-aging.

| chose the anti-aging facial
treatment, and was led to a
wooded sala. Ontheway there,
we passed a small natural
stream. Before my treatment
started, | was offered avisit to
the steam room, just to warm
up my body.

Sitting wrapped in a soft
cold towel in the steam room,
| began to relax and lose my
worries. | spent afew minutes
in the room before the 75-
minute facial treatment be-
gan.

Breeze Spa is one of
Phuket’s most impressive spas.

—ei

by

o
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Treatments are offered in teak wood salas that sit atop the edge of a cliff, offering guests privacy as well as
a dazzling view of Patong Bay. Photo: Breeze Spa

Theteak wood salasitsatop the
edge of a cliff, overlooking a
dazzling view of the sea. The
open-air salaallowed meto ex-
perience the sea breeze amid a
tropical forest, with the en-
chanting sounds of nature
enveloping the spa experience.
Each of the four salasis sepa-
rated by a garden walkway to
ensure the privacy of every
guest.

The anti-aging facial treat-
ment is meant to reduce the
appearance of wrinkles with a
powerful intensive peel that

INGREDIENTS:

1 raw egg

1 teaspoon worcester-
shire sauce

Dash of hot sauce

1 pinch of salt

pepper

METHOD:

break the yolk.

Prairie oyster
hangover cure

1 pinch of ground black |

Sep 1: Break the egg into a glass carefully, so as to not

Step 2: Put worcestershire sauce, salt, pepper and hot
sauce, preferably tabasco sauce.

also infusesthe skin with long-
lasting hydration.

After we completed the
treatment, | jumped in the out-
door jacuzzi atop the cliff’s
edge, overlooking Patong Bay.
Warm water was just what |
needed after the treatment, and
| could feel my senses tingling
al over.

The spa staff were waiting
for me with water when |
stepped out of the dressing
room. While sipping my wa-
ter and leaving the spa, |
passed the stream again and

saw birds and the sea at low-
tide. | felt completely relaxed
and calm. The skin of my face
also felt much softer and
younger.

Breeze Spa treatments fo-
cus on boosting energy and
bringing balance back, with a
diverserange of therapiesand
relaxing treatments based on
mood analysis, which will re-
fresh and create a sense of
well-being.

The spa is open daily from
11amto 9pm. For moreinforma:
tion, visit www.breeze-spa.com.

Lagunato
hold charity
concert

Prapa Hemmin (right), Laguna
Phuket’s Director of Sales-MICE
and Corporate Events, at the
event press conference on July
14. Photo: Sukawin Tanthavanich

LAGUNA Phuket is holding a
charity concert at LagunaGrove
on Saturday, August 13. The
concert is called ‘Big Body+
Charity Concert’ and will fea
ture ‘Bodydam’ and ‘Big Ass,
as well as up and coming artist
Justin Pongumpai.

Part of the proceeds of the
concert will go to Phuket
Punyanukul School, a specia
school for intellectually and
hearing disabled students, lo-
cated in Pa Khlok.

Ticketsare priced at 500 baht
(free standing seats) and are
available at Limelight Avenue,
Canal Village, unit 34in Laguna
Phuket, Phuket Indy Market and
Chillva Market.

The concert is intended to
promote a healthy and active
lifestyle and encourage people
to stay away from drugs.

For moreinformation, contact
Laguna Phuket at 076-362300-
99, extension 1404.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich
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Advancing sall tech in Phuket

On Deck

@ By Duncan Worthington

IT"SOFTEN said that technol-
ogy startsat thetop, at the most
advanced businesses develop-
ing cutting-edge products, and
then trickles down to everyday
life objects and activities. The
same can be said for sailing. In
particular, sail technology.

Observing at therecent Cape
PanwaHotel Phuket Raceweek
the vast variety of sail materi-
alsand brands used by thefleet,
| thought it was time to take a
deeper look into this. Surely,
with all the technology at our
fingertips and the storied his-
tory of sailing as a pass time
and a sport, there would, by
now, be some consistency inthe
use of sails by sailors.

Sort of.

Early materials used in sail
making were flax (linen),
hemp or cotton —mainly natu-
ral fibers. Today, however,
sails are made from synthetic
fibers. In 1851, the yacht
America beat the best of the
British fleet in a race around
the Isle of White and the tro-
phy awarded has become
known as the America's Cup.
America raced with cloth sails.

Takealook at theAmerica's
Cup 156 years and 35 editions
on. Things have changed con-
siderably.

Itishigh-profile eventslike
the America's Cup, the Volvo

Ocean Race and others that
lead the technological charge
and change in the sport. Today,
technological advancements
from the pinnacle eventsin the
sport havetrickled down to day
sailors, cruisers and racers the
world over.

Competitive sailing, in my
opinion, appears to be very
much about having and using
the best technology, the latest
materials and design. What-

Team Land Rover BAR, current leader of the Louis Vuitton America's Cup World Series, held in Portsmouth,
UK July 21-24. Photo: America’s Cup

ever edge you can get — or
think you can get — you take.
Phuket can be proud that most
global sail companies have a
presence on the island.

The latest technology from
Quantum Sails, North Sails as
well asfrom homegrown Rolly
Tasker isavailable herethrough
local representation. It is im-
pressivethat such global brands
have invested so much in this
small island. It a so underscores

——

sailing and the marine
industry’s importance to the
island's economy.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through Infinity
Communications (www.infinity-
comms.com) consults leading
consumer brands, hospitality and
marine clients in Thailand. In his
'spare time' he runs the marine
portal www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Life vest design
under development

-

The life vest under development .
Photo: Patagonia

LIFE jackets are an essential
but often cumbersome piece of
equipment for most water
sports, but adventure clothing
manufacturer Patagoniaaimsto
make movement a lot easier
and safer for athletes on the
water with a brand new self-
inflating life vest designed to
be worn under a wet suit.

The Portable Self-Inflating
(PSI) Vest is being primarily
developed for surfers, claims
Patagonia.

Collaborating with field
testers, Patagonia'sR& D teamis
working to makethe unobtrusive
life vest compatible with arange
of different wetsuits and with a
release valve for quick deflation
in the water — a pioneering, pur-
pose-built tool for useinthemost
critical surf conditions.

“ After extensive development
work, prototypes of the PS| Vest
were circulated for water trials
and testers are currently putting
them through extended usein big
wave sessions around the
world,” themanufacturer claims.

The company is expected to
make the life vest available for
commercial sale some time
next year.

— Phuket Gazette

Across
1. Detrimental to coral

5. Patong walking street

12. Tie the knot

17. Islamic food

Down

3. Large native reptile
8. To be annoyed

9. 2004 disaster

10. Sing aong

14. Dolphins
18. Veer

Gazette Crossword

Test your word power and local knowledge.

4. District administrative organization

6. Slang word for ‘crystal meth’
7. Department of Disaster Prevention and

15. Structure used in building construction
16. Neighboring province

19. Native fruit with 1,500 baht price tag
20. Unable to make a move
2. Phuket seafood extravaganza being held this month

11. Do not swim in this area
13. Home made gun popular with delinquents

Solution on opposite page.

ily Law/Custody
Famlyl.aw_(liustody

Child Adoption
Notary Public
Litigation (Civil &
Criminal Cases)

Visa & Work Permit

Tel:091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.com
www.phuketinternationallaw.com
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Sow suffocation by plagtic

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbell

I AM unashamedly returning to
a subject which | only recently
aired in these columns. No apol-
ogy. It is a crucid topic, in my
case stimulated anew by an ex-
cellent analysisin ‘ ChinaDaily’
caledDrowninginPlagtic’, and
secondly by the cover story ina
recent edition of the Gazette.
Entitled ‘Fished Out’, it ex-
pressed surprise at the decline
infish catchesinthe seasaround
Phuket. The main contributor to
that story, Somkyas, president of
the Phuket Fishing Association,
cited pollution as amajor prob-
lem, including, rather oddly
‘farang feces, but failed, even
once, to mention the ‘P word.
Anyone interested in eco-
logical issues knows that the
principal culprits for the cata-
strophic decline in marine life
are the triple evils of overfish-
ing, inadequate regulation at all
levels, and pollution. For de-
cades, weighted trawl netshave
scoured the shallow bottom of
the Andaman Sea, removing
not only entire fish colonies,
but al its benthic life, includ-
ing colonies of sea grass.
There has been no effective
control over net mesh sizes;
hence the sad mountains of tiny
fish in markets — evidence that
the next piscine generation has
already gonetheway of al flesh.
As for marine pollution, it is
daily becoming more of anissue
in Phuket, with inadequate waste
disposal systems chucking thou-
sands of tonnes of raw sewage

Plastic is more abundant on some beaches than naturally occurring debris such as coconuts. Photo: epSos.de

into the sea. Not to mention
eutrophication, whereby 95 per
cent of Phuket’sagricultural pes-
ticides and herbicides, mostly
toxic, end as chemical run-off in
the vast sink we cdl the ocean.

And plastic? Actualy, it is
one of the biggest problems of
all. Consider these statistics. By
2050, says a reputable UK or-
ganization, the world's oceans
will be “expected to contain
more plastics than fish (by
weight)”. Garbage soup.

A report by ‘Stemming the
Tide' identified five countries —
al Asanandincluding Thailand
— of contributing between “55
and 60 percent” of al the plas-
tic found in our oceans. And 90
per cent of al plastic that is pro-
duced annually isthrown away.
Where does it end up? Somein
landfills, more in our seas.

You may argue that plastic is
harmless. Far fromit. It degrades

Crossword Solution

Turn the page upside down to read the answers.

in tidal water, mostly ending up
as small particles that apped as
potential food to marine life. A
University of California study
recently showed that fish in the
North Pacific ingest plagtic a a
rate of 12,000 to 24,000 tonnes
a year. Another oceanographer
Erik Van Sebilleof London’sIm-
perial College concurs.

“Thereis so much plastic in
marine animals at the moment.
Almost every fish and bird that
is cut open for science, we find
plastic inside it,” says Van
Sebille. “Thereisfast-growing
evidence of direct harm to ani-
mal sthat eat plastics, including
young fish starving to death
(choked gut perhaps?), oysters
stopping reproduction, and
birds being weighed down.”

Of course, the chemicals in
the plastic add to the harm — po-
tent pills, full of toxic chemicals.
A staggering 693 species have

been harmed by the stuff.

To bemore specific, oliverid-
ley turtles, which feed largely on
jellyfish, mistakeplastic bagsfor
prey and choke to desath, or like
other turtle species, are maimed
or killed by entangling nylon
nets. Small fish eat the plastic
microbeads that are contained —
thousands of them — in face
washes and exfoliants. Albatross
chicks die from ingesting color-
ful plastic lighters.

And of coursg, al this plas-
tic travels up the food chain. It
is sobering to think that we are
also victims. In some ways, it
feels like we deserve to be.

If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell
@gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

Get fruity

Mangosteen is in season. Photo:
Chutharat Plerin

WITH the onset of the annual
rains comes new taste sensations
with new harvests of seasonal
fruits, which will be dropping in
price throughout August at the
local markets. Buying fruits in
season is not only cheaper, but
meansyou get better quality fruit
inits naturaly ripe state, as well
as more variety.

Fruit farmersdown south are
now harvesting mangosteen
and rambutan so you'll be see-
ing market stalls piled high
with these juicy fruits this
month. Oranges too should be
getting a bit cheaper.

With mangosteen, there’'s a
trick to breaking through the
deep reddish-purple rind to the
sweet, succulent and tangy cit-
rus fruit inside. You can use a
knife to make a shallow cut all
around the circumference of the
fruit and pull off the top half of
the rind, leaving the fruit
nestled in the base. Or, using
only your hands, you can pinch
the rind between your thumbs
while holding the fruit side-
ways with the base in one hand
and the top in the other.

Mangosteen is used in tradi-
tional medicine to treat skin
infections, wounds, dysentery,
and urinary tract infections.

— Nick Davies
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Pricing your

By The Book
Kevin Hodges

WHEN listing your property
for sale, one of the most im-
portant things to do is estab-
lish an asking price. As the
seller, you don’t want to set the
price too low and miss out.
Equally, you must not pricetoo
high as you can putt off poten-
tial buyers.

The first step to correctly
pricing aproperty isto have an
industry professional value it
for you.

Valuation is the process of
estimating the most probable
price that would be paid under
typical market conditionsat the
date of valuation.

A sale at ‘fair market value
is by definition the amount of
money a well-informed buyer
would pay and awell-informed
seller would accept for the
property that has been on the
open market for a reasonable
amount of time, assuming nei-
ther buyer nor seller is acting
under pressure.

When asaleisdeemed valid,
it can be used to help determine
fair market value for other,
similar properties. The goal is
tovaueall propertiesfairly and
equally, while being as close to
fair market value as possible.

There are three methods for
valuing a property, outlined
below.

The ‘market approach’ in-
volves comparing a property
with characteristics of similar
properties that have recently

The first step to correctly pricing a property is to have a professional value it. Photo: Siam Real Estate

been sold.

The' cost approach’ involves
estimating the replacement cost
of a structure, and adjusting
that estimate to account for de-
preciation.

The‘income approach’ isan
analysis of a property’s value
based on its capacity to gener-
ate revenue for the owner.

Dueto the embryonic nature
of the Phuket property market,
the ‘market approach’ is most
commonly used — valuating
homes based on what an aver-
age person would be willing to
pay for asimilar property inthe
province.

This data is derived by look-
ing at current sales in Phuket.

fe

property accu

Every attempt is made to use
sales that have the same charac-
teristics as the property to be
valued — the *subject property’.
Thesewould include, but are not
limited, to the total area and the
number of bedrooms and bath-
rooms, for instance.

If asubject property doesn’t
have enough matching sales,
adjustments are made to the
sale properties most closely re-
sembling that one to create a
more equitable value.

Consider what you paid for
the property, how long you
have lived there, local compa-
rable property prices, any
improvements added, present
condition of the property, ask

about the current property cli-
mate, and arm yourself with the
facts. By not establishing are-
alistic pricefrom the beginning,
many home sellersend up cost-
ing themselves hundreds of
thousands of baht.

Do not over price the prop-
erty and think you can wait,
because you are not in a hurry
to sell. Thisin fact has the op-
posite effect. Thebuyer seesthat
the property has been on the
market for a year or more and
asks ‘what’s wrong with it? .

It's a mistake to be greedy
and ask for an unrealistic sell-
ing price. Buyers have a wide
selection to choose from and
will simply go elsewhere.

rately

Supply and demand is also
a factor in determining the
value of your property. If there
arealot of sellersand few buy-
ers, pricestend to go down, and
homes take longer to sell in a
‘buyer’s market’.

When the opposite is true
and there are many buyers but
few homes for sale, prices rise
and homes sell very quickly in
a‘seller’'s market'.

A common mistake made by
Phuket property owners is to
over price their property when
they initialy list it. Thisis not
necessarily due to the owner
being greedy, but simply be-
cause they did not have access
to the correct information to
make a proper valuation in cur-
rent market conditions.

Sellersoftentell brokersthat
they want to price their house
at X, because their neighbor’s
house is on the market for a
higher price. Or they heard a
house down theroad from them
just sold for X price.

Unfortunately, their neigh-
bor’s house is probably
overpriced too and won't ever
sell at that asking price. With
re-sales, it'sdifficult tofind in-
formation widely available on
the actual selling price so when
aneighbor tells you they got a
great price for their house, take
it with a pinch of salt. And ask
your broker for an accurate
valuation.

For more information about this
article contact Kevin Hodges, Siam
Real Estate (SRE) at 076-324042
Email: kevin@siamrealestate.com;
www.Siamrealestate.com

Foreign Investors eye Asean properties

FOREIGN investors have been
buying residential propertiesin
Asean countries as prices re-
main relatively low and their
currencies are weak against the
US doallar.

Thai property firms have
been promoting their residen-
tial projects overseas since
early this year, and many have
closed sales with foreign buy-
ers wanting a second or
vacation homein the Kingdom.

Sansiri sold 2 billion baht
worth of condominium unitsin
thefirst half of thisyear to buy-
ersfrom Hong Kong, mainland
China and Taiwan.

Surachet Kongcheep, asso-
ciate director of research at
property consultancy Colliers
International, said buyers from
mainland China and Hong
Kong were the main targets for

Sansiri sold 2bn baht worth of condominium units to buyers from Hong
Kong, mainland China and Taiwan. Photo: Gazette file

developers focused on the
luxury residential market.
Country Group Develop-
ment plans to kick off the third
round of sales of its Four Sea-
sons Private Residences
Bangkok in Hong Kong in the

current second half of thisyear.
Additionally, Myanmar and
Indonesia have passed laws al-
lowing foreigners to at least
partly own condominiums and

houses in their countries.
— The Nation

Minibars unnecessary,
research suggests

MORE than 70 percent of trav-
elers say they never use hotel
mini-barsaccording to asurvey
conducted jointly by GO Air-
port Express, and The GO
Group, LLC, an international
ground transportation service
provider.

Just fewer than four percent
said they always raid the mini-
fridges, while 20 per cent said
they do so sometimes or occa-
sionally.

Several of the more than
733 survey respondents had
comments, noting that they
think the food and beverage
offerings are too expensive,
or they usethe mini-fridgesto
store their snacks bought el se-
where.

Of those who did purchase
from the hotel mini-bars, men
were more likely to purchase
alcoholic beverages, at 27 per
cent, compared with 14 per cent
of women. Women bought more
bottled water (47 per cent) com-
pared with men (35 per cent).
Women also purchase healthier
snacks such as nuts and granola
bars, than men, at 14 per cent
and seven per cent respectively.

“Today’stravellersare more
savvy, health and budget con-
scious,” says John McCarthy,
president of GO Airport Ex-
press. “Successful hotels are
starting to respond by catering
to the changing preferences of
their guests.”

— Phuket Gazette
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Angsana launches luxury villas

BANYAN Tree Hotels & Re-
sortslaunched * Angsana Villas
Resort Phuket’ as an addition
to the Angsana family on Au-
gust 1. It was rebranded from
the former Outrigger Laguna
Phuket Resort and Villas.

The resort has 48 villas and
suites, with all rooms featuring
living areas. Guests can opt for
one, two and three-bedroom
suites or three and four-bedroom
villas with kitchenettes and bal-
conies. In addition, al villas are
surrounded by gardens and have
private swimming pools.

Dining options are available
al fresco at Panache Restaurant,
where guests can enjoy Asian
and international cuisine while
relaxing outside by the pool or
in the air-conditioned indoor
seating area. Additionally, the
Baan Aroi restaurant serves
both Thai and western dishes.

Angsana Villas Resort
Phuket’'s facilities also include
a fitness center, kids' club,
swimming pool, a bar, as well
as two meeting facilities with
private swimming pools.

Guests at the Angsana Vil-
las Resort Phuket can also
enjoy access to all the ameni-
tiesat Angsana L aguna Phuket,
including the resort’s 323-

Ty
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Four-bedroom villas (pictured above) are equipped with kitchenettes and balconies, are surrounded by gardens

and have private swimming pools. Photo: Banyan Tree Hotels & Resort

meter free-form pool around
the resort, Xana Beach Club,
Angsana Spa, and restaurants
such as Bodega & Grill, Baan
Talay and The Poolside.

A complimentary scheduled
shuttle service is available to
transport guests between
Angsana Villas and Angsana
Laguna Phuket.

“In addition to Angsana La-

laGuna

*Terns & conditions apply
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guna Phuket, we are delighted
to add Angsana Villas Resort
Phuket to the Angsana family
and expand our presence in
Asia's first integrated resort
Laguna Phuket. Both resorts
are committed to excellent ser-
vice and delivering beautiful
memoriesfor every guest,” said
Brian Connelly, General Man-
ager of Angsana Laguna

Phuket and the newly re-
branded Angsana Villas Resort
Phuket.
“Thismoveenablesusto pro-
vide more guests with an
unforgettable Angsana experi-
enceand it showsour dedication
to expanding the brand while
maintaining high standards of
luxury and service.”
— Phuket Gazette

B100bn st
aadefor
INnvestment

A NUMBER of leading devel-
opers have set asideinvestment
budgets worth more than 100
billion baht combined for this
year through 2022 to fund
merger-and-acquisition deals
for office, hospitality and other
non-residential projects in
Thailand and abroad.

TCC Land Asset World, a
property arm of beverage ty-
coon Charoen Sirivadhana-
bhakdi, plans to invest more
than 74.2bn baht for hotel de-
velopment until 2022.

Country Group Holdings,
owned by the Taechaubol fam-
ily, has reserved 6bn baht to
acquire businesses and invest
both locally and oversess.

Singha Estate has set aside
an investment budget of 18.8bn
baht, Land & Housesearlier an-
nounced 7bn baht in in-
vestment this year, whereas
PruksaReal Estate hasset aside
1.5bn baht to acquire major
stakes in the hospitality sector
next year, after itsrestructuring
into aholding company iscom-
pleted by the end of this year.

— The Nation

5 " Experienced

Foperty Management
and Rental Services

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week™

P

Dusit Thani

= 2 badroom pool villas (hotel managed)

» Abhsolute beachfront

* Complimentary owners use up to 60 days
per yaar

* Onwner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Membarship to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 29.75 MB

* 3-4 bedroom private pool villas

* Lagoon and goll course view

* Owrer privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Clul

* Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 16.9 MB

+1-2 bedroom residential condominiums
* Golf course and lagoon view
= Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 3.9 MB

More options available, please contact us for more information.
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TWIN HOUSE FOR SALE

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living
room, kitchen, laundry room, car
parking, garden with covered
balcony & BBQ station. Price:
2.8 million baht. Tel: 081-979
9825 (English). Email: stefans
goldbars @ gmail.com

KAMALA PROPERTY
3-house property with 520sgm
for quick sale at 8 million baht.
Tel: 098-736 9588 (English &
Thai).

NEW KAMALA HOUSE

For sale new 60sgm house, fully
furnished with internet, TV and
cable. 2.5 million baht. Chanote
title. Tel: 098-736 9588 (English
& Thai).

MAI KHAO LAND

Beachfront land in Mai
Khao. East coast. 3 rai-2
ngan-24sqw. For sale: 45
million baht. Tel: 081-867
6466. Email: jariya.sung
tong@windyboats.asia

NAI YANG LAND

QUICK SALE
Great investment. 8 rai. Prime
piece. Nai Yang. Near airport.
Road frontage. Chanote. 25 mil-
lion baht/rai. Tel: 093-624 7487
(Thai). Email: supha2007 @ hot
mail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Chalong. 36sqw, fully furnished,
2-bedroom, 2-bathroom bunga-
low. 3 million baht only. Contact
Game. Tel: 076-288988, 093-749
2277 (English & Thai). Email:
admin @ phuketconsult.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PHUKET VIEW POINT

Sugar Palm Condominium,
Suan Luang. Top floor (11st).
Corner unit. Panoramic view.
Park, city, mountain and
sea views. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 balconies.
96sgm. Unfurnished. Asking
price: 6.9 million baht. Tel:
089-593 8690 (English),
088-762 3837 (Thai). Email:
ruen_narayan @hotmail.
com

BAN KHAO THONG
KRABI

1.2 rai land plot, 15 min from Ao
Nang. Road access, water sup-
ply, electricity. Chanote Title. 2.5
million baht. Tel: 088-435 2742
(English & Thai). Email: saran
ya_ab@hotmail.com

NICE STUDIO CONDO
FORSALE

52sgm, sea view, 6 minutes
from beach, close to the ac-
tion in the heart of Patong
yet very quiet on 9th floor.
Newly renovated only 60,000
baht per sqgm. 2 pools, gym.
For more details, please
call 089-212 5342 (English).
Email: nicecondoforsale
2016@gmail.com

PROPERTY SERVICES

2-STOREY
SINGLE HOUSE
FORSALE

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.
Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

N —
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For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000

baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai / Eng.)

INTERNATIONAL

VILLAS PHUKET

RENTING BUYING SELLING

Large selection of foreign style condo's and villas.
Go to www.internationalvillasphuket.com

HOT PROPERTY! 7.9
MILLION BAHT

Luxury villa near beach,
Rawai, private pool, built-in
furniture. 2 million baht
dropped for quick sale. For
more information, please call
081-691 3029. Email: info@

Tel: 076-381188 | Fax: 076-381199 | Mobile: 093-6213133

Head Office: 26/32, Moo 5, T.Rawal, Phuket
Email: nina.neale@internationalvillasphuket.com

purimasproperty.com

FIRE SALE PROPERTIES
We have a number of Fire Sale
Properties for urgent sale at
bargain price from 1.5 million
baht. Most are in Rawai and
Nai Harn. Condos, houses and
villas. Rawai. Tel: 080-124 1245.
Email: kay @ phuketandaman
realestate.com

LAND NEAR
BIG BUDDHA

Over 3 rai. 6.5 million baht
per rai. Or smaller plots from
1.7 million baht. Tel: 081-538
4588. Email: info@purimas
property.com

THE ROYAL PLACE
CONDO - PHUKET
45sgm. Freehold. Corner room,
5th floor, 2 balconies (great view),
1 bedroom, living room, 2 air-
cons, fully furnished, swimming
pool, gym. Price: 2.3 million
baht. Tel: 084-249 0526 (English
& Thai). Email: h.jabary @ gmail.

com

HOUSE FOR SALE
TOP LAND VILLAGE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

HOT SALE
HOUSE IN RAWAI
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, pool.
Price: 3.1 million baht. Tel: 085-
873 0117.

CHALONG
BEACHFRONT
POOLVILLA

For sale / rent. 3 bedrooms.
Tel: 089-649 9939. Email:
siri_phuket@changrunner.
com

BUY DIRECTLY
FROM OWNER

Apartments at Kata Beach.
Pay 30% and move in. Flex-
ible payment plan available.
Tel: 081-618 7295 (English).
Email: tvanhole @yahoo.
com

FULLY FURNISHED
POOLVILLA
Superb condition 2-storey on
440sgm plot. 2 large beds, 3
bathrooms, large living / dining,
exercise room, kitchen & utility,
9m swimming pool. Full Cha-
note. Quiet but highly conve-
nient location. 8.7 million baht.
Located in Palai, Chalong. Tel:
076-282522, 085-438 2289 (En-
glish), 084-850 1701 (Thai).
Email: arcurtis1 @hotmail.com

Co
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NDO FOR SALE
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Royal place conde, 3fl at the corner with swimming
pool view, 45sqm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 086-4769612 | annanoil @holmail.com
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PROPERTY FOR RENT

RAWAI-NAIHARN
VILLAS

Rent & sale. 1-6 bedroom,
suites for all budgets.
Please call 081-538 4588.
Email: info@purimaspro
perty.com, www.purimas
property.com

KRABIPOOL VILLA
FOR RENT
New 200sqgm villa, fully fur-
nished, pool, European kitchen.
25,000 baht/month. Ao Nang.
Tel: 081-720 5119. Email: cam
net@ymail.com

LUXURY VILLA ONLY
39,000 BAHT / MONTH

IS 11 &
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Has it all, pool in resort.
Lush tropical garden by La-
guna. Lease. Have another
villa: 25,000 baht / month.
Tel: 089-594 4067.

SEAVIEW 2-BED
APARTMENT
Patong. Fully furnished, pool,
kitchen, WiFi. 16,000 baht/
month. Email: bricothailand @

hotmail.com

[HE PLALR

Phuket's most unique boutiques

Office Space
Shops for Rent

081 8941820

LOVELY APARTMENTS

FOR RENT
Please contact 081-539 9612,
087-633 1472. Email: chrispal
mer56 @ gmail.com For further
information, please see our
website at http://pukeyomef
c2.web.fc2.com/phuketcondo
rent.htm

HOUSE FOR RENT

'\.

Quiet location on Chao Fa
West Road. Short / long-
term rental. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, shared pool,
cable TV, security camera.

For more information,
please call 089-724 3669.

In Srisoonthorn, Thalang, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished. Rent: 15,000
baht/ month.Sale: 2.5 mil-
lion baht with furniture.
100.5sgm. Convenient loca-
tion, 10 min to Laguna, 5
min to Tesco Lotus Thalang.
Contact Kaye. Tel: 061-956
9622.

HOUSE Email: nommon_n@ hot
FOR RENT OR SALE mail.com
KAMALA CONDO
FOR SALE OR RENT

1 bedroom, fully furnished, 2
swimming pools, gym, restau-
rant, tennis court, sauna, shuttle
bus to beach and town, parking,
24hr security. Rent: 18,000 baht
per month. Sale: foreign free-
hold, 3.9 million baht. Size 77.86
sgm. Tel: 061-238 0155 (En-
glish). Email: paulajlaydon@
hotmail.com

NEW KAMALA HOUSE
For rent 60sqm, fully furnished,
internet, TV, cable. 20,000 baht/
month. Tel: 098-736 9588.

RAWAI SEA VIEW
CONDOMINIUM

. A~ —1=
Short/long-term rental. 1 &
2 bedroom apts, fully fur-
nished. Stunning sea view,

large swimming pool, lift.
Tel: 093-574 2533.

PATONG TOWER CONDO

For rent, only 1,000 baht/day.
2 beds, 3 swimming pools, Pa-
tong Beach. Tel: 084-630 1770.

LARGE LUXURY
ROOM FOR RENT

P i e

The Windmill Phuket Hotel
is offering rooms for month-
ly rent. 50sgm with en-suite
marble bathroom. Electric-
ity, hot water, gym, swim-
ming pool, daily breakfast
and room cleaning is all in-
cluded for 30,000 baht /
month. Located at Rawai /
Naiharn-Yanui Beach. Tel:
076-613860. Email: thewind
millphuket@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL

RENTING BUYING SELLING

Large selection of foreign style condo's and villas.
Go to www.internationalvillasphuket.com

Tel: 076-381188 | Fax: 076-381189 | Mobile: 093-621 3133
Head Office: 26/32, Moo 5, T.Rawal, Phuket

Email: nina.neale@internationalvillasphuket.com

LOVELY HOUSE + POOL
Fully furnished, aircon, TV. Free
pool, WiFi. Long / short term.
Rawai / Chalong near pier.
Please call 089-475 1200 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@wel
come-inn.com, http://welcome
inn-phuket.com

STUDIO
2 BEDROOMS + POOL

Special rates in March/April
for studio, 2-bed apartments.
Shared pool, WiFi, maid service
included. Starting 9,000 baht/
month. Also 2-bed pool villa
available. Chalong. Tel: 086-282
6221 (English).

HOLIDAY IN NAIHARN
2,3,4 bedrooms pool villas avail-
able for rent. Tel: 085-787 3046.

2 HOUSES FOR RENT
IN PATONG
1 bedroom: 6,000 baht. 2 bed-
rooms: 8,500 baht. Quiet and
nice place. For more informa-
tion, please call 089-650 5135
(English & Thai).

8,000 BAHT / MONTH
4-BEDROOM HOUSE
Natural surroundings on sea
canal near Boat Lagoon. Long
term only. Tel: 081-892 4311.
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Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sqgm, 2 fl. Studio room,
fully furnished.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT
40,000 baht. Quiet location near
Wat Chalong. 3 bedrooms. 4
bathrooms. Secure small es-
tate. Uninterrupted lake and
mountain views. Parking for
three cars. Swimming pool.
Internet, cable TV, pool mainte-
nance, gardener all included
in price. Available until November
30th, 2016. Tel: 093-793 4258
(English), 085-696 0078 (Thai).

GREAT CONDO LOCATION
Long-term rent. DCondo Mine,
6th floor, new fully furnished, 2-
bedroom, 2-bathroom condo
with kitchen. 100m swimming
pool, gym, internet, 2 cable TVs,
3 aircons, washing machine,
parking, security. Close to all
shopping malls. 28,000 baht/
month. Located in Kathu. For
more information, please call
081-893 9127 (English), 087-886
7895 (Thai).
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GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

HARWELL LEGAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICE
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Legal Services:
« Litigations and Notices Services
* Thai Wills & Testaments
*» Marriage Registration and Divorce
¢ Child Custody and Adoption

* Real Estate agidMnd Due Diligence

Tel: +66-(0)76-383180 | Mobile: +66-(0)89-633 3662
Email: office @harwell-legal.com
9/51 Moo 8, Chaofa East Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phuket

www.harwell-legal.com

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

WANTED:
LIGHTING BUSINESS
Relocating to Phuket and seri-
ously looking for an existing
lighting, electrical, lamps busi-
ness — supply, wholesale and
retail. Any existing such business
owner willing to sell, please
contact us in Kenya. Tel: +254-
20-374 9559, +254-733-424
013, +254-724-255 786. Email:
karim @ powerinnovationsltd.
com, www.powerinnovations

ltd.com

PROPERTY & BUSINESS
FOR SALE

Land + building and all equip-

ment for sale at Kathu. Price: 12

million baht or any fair offers.

Located in Kathu. Tel: 093-656

5064 (English & Thai).

PATONG TATTOO SHOP

FOR SALE
Tattoo shop for sale in Soi Lo-
ma, Patong Beach, Phuket. This
is the Soi before Maximum Muay
Thai Combat Center. The shop is
a 5-minute walk from Bangla
Road. There are 3 chairs, air-
conditioned tattoo studio. The
price includes all equipment. The
new owner will be able to walk
straight into the shop and begin
work. Everything you need to
begin trading is in place. Price:
350,000 baht (price negotiable).
Tel: 098-393 7522, 087-382
0764.

BUILDING

PRODUCTS &
SERVICES

PREMIUM EXPAT
ENTERTAINMENT

English, French & German

Over 110

Channels
ik

Watch TV Shows, Sports & Movies. Live & On Demand
All Streamed Directly
to Your PC, Laptop, Tablet, Smartphone
Or Our Set-Top Box

VisiT us AT PULSE-TV.

SIAM SUNSHINE
Construction. Renovation.
Shopfitting. Please call 063-
118 3839.

SWITR LACH |1 MonTH SuRtEnirTion

JOBS / RECRUITMENT

BULLETINS

Alcoholics
Anonvmolis

If you want to drink
that is your business
IDIAVANT
1511
URIEES Ul
Daily Meetings

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
Google A Phuket

LISTINGS & RENTALS
MANAGER

Phuket’s leading real estate
agency is hiring. Experience
in real estate listings, rental
and property management is
a must. You will be respon-
sible in signing up property
owners to use our manage-
ment services and rental
properties. High salary and
incentives await those who
are qualified. Located in
Patong. For more informa-
tion, please call 076-341045,
081-459 0152 and send CV
/ resume to info @property
inphuket.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT /
PROPERTY CONSULTANT
We are looking for real estate
agent/property consultant with
good English to join our real es-
tate company (Chinese national
only). Tel: 093-575 5566. Please
send your resume to tati@the
houseproject.info

CHEF
FOR CHINESE CUISINE
Brand-new restaurant is look-
ing for a chef of Chinese cui-
sine. High salary. Working expe-
rience in China would be a plus.
Please send your CV with cur-
rent photo + expected salary to
restaurant2016 @ outlook.co.th

X10 Khaolak Resort

s8elie] s currently seeking

e Executive Head Chef

e Head Concierge (Thai national)
e Guest Relation Manager (German speaking)
2-year experience in a similar role required.

Please email your English resume to hrlahown@oceanresorigroup.net
or call 076-428900 Ext.7777, 088-827 9329,

OFFICE MANAGER
EVENTS

Phuket Weddings and
Events seeks an enthusias-
tic Office Manager to join our
small team. Applicants must
have good English and be
proficient in Microsoft Office,
with knowledge of Mac soft-
ware, be creative and willing
to assist with invoicing, client
tracking, venue co-ordina-
tion and manage the office
efficiently. Previous experi-
ence is an advantage but not
essential. Located in Tha-
lang. Tel: 099-316 7023 (En-
glish), 089-973 2159 (En-
glish & Thai). Please send
your CV/resume with an in-
dication as to salary to
info@phuketweddings
events.com, www.phuket
weddingsevents.com

EXPERIENCED
SALES REPS
Outreach is all via email. No cold
calling. Must have minimum 5
years experience and be NES.
Located in Rawai. Please con-
tact by email: lucygreenway @

punchagency.com
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Let us....

or promote your event/

THA;L;;D Thailand Yacht Show
50 18 11-14 Feb 2016 ==

We add buzzzzz, and do it
where the message cannot be missed!
Tel: 076-273555

Ask for John or Oranee

Phuket Gazette

BOATS & MARINE

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

. BOAT FOR SALE 20M BERTH RENTAL
Then hand it to any of our agents. New RIB 6.80m PVG. For AT RPM

sale: 380,000 baht. Price Private owner offers 20m,
includes new trailer. Located front line, E dock berth for
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | (heading) in Koh Sire, Phuket. Please rent at the Royal Phuket
————————————————— call 090-071 7612. Email: Marina. Berth willaccommo-
dominique.gerardin @ gmail. date yachts of up to 23m
T T e T e T o I P O O S LOA and significant dis-
counts are available for a
AR 7506-568 305 (Engish).
+44-7866-588 395 (English).

________________________ 2%)8“?5'%%"0%6;5 Email: james @shayler.co

2006 Regal 2665 Commodore.
N O O T O O et
season. Owner moving. Quick
. sale: 1.5 million baht. Tel: 080- | HANDMADE WOODEN
________________________ 826 4665. Email: legros_pat@ KAYAK
yahoo.fr -

LAST LOT 2015

SEADOO 260
Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht, 1,503cc, 260hp. Last stock on
th . £ 4l (headi included) d sale. Hot promotion! (firm price)
with a minimum o ines (heading included) per ad. with 1-year warranty from Sea-
All advertising must be paid for in advance. doo. Full service from us (motor
. . field). Located in Samut-sakorn.
Deadlln(.e for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm. For more information, please call | \ade to order. Size: 5m
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon. 092-269 6099 (English & Thai), | |ength, 20-25kg weight. Tel:

081-754 7599 (English & Thai). 081-566 5155 (Thai), 081-
Fax: 034-423316. Email: csuti 597 3377 (English).
vas @gmail.com
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Boat Lagoon’s new brand builder

By Simon J Hand

LAST week, the Global Marina
Institute (GMI) announced that
Wicky Sundram, the new ex-
ecutive director at Phuket Boat
Lagoon, was the latest ‘ Certi-
fied Marina Professional’
(CMP) to joinitsranks. Wicky
isonly the sixth personin Asia
to receive this accolade and the
first in Thailand.

That's a fine achievement
for someonewho, when hefirst
joined the Royal Langkawi
Yacht Club (RLYC) eighteen
yearsago, hardly knew oneend
of a boat from the other.

Today, when someone ar-
rives in Langkawi by sea, one
of thefirst thingsthey seeisthe
impressive field of masts pro-
truding from the 250 berth
RLY C—now thelargest marina
in Malaysia.

When Wicky joined RLYC
as general manager, however,
it was afar more modest affair;
just fifty-something berths and
anice, quiet clubhouse.

At the time, Wicky had built
a solid career in the high-traf-
fic food and beverage trade,
and it was his hospitality acu-
men that the RLYC’s holding

company hoped hewould bring
to the marina operations. Even
so, Wicky wasn't surethe move
would be a good fit.

“] asked them to give me six
months,” he says as we relax
over a refreshing beverage on
the boardwalk at the Boat La
goon. “But what if someone
comes and asks me something
about boats?’

Eighteen years later and the
GMI certification would seem
to prove that Wicky has picked
up quite abit of knowledge on
the subject, much of it garnered
while managing the RLYC
through a series of redevelop-
ments, upgrades and facelifts
that has turned it into the
award-winning marina we see
today.

In 2003, the club wasinstru-
mental in launching the annual
Royal Langkawi International
Regatta, with Wicky and his
team rolling around the region
for ayear before its inception,
gleaning al the knowledgethey
could from the established re-
gattas, which of course meant
spending quite a bit of timein
Phuket.

“For the last twelve years
I’ve been coming here 3-5

Q 72-&1 Ic-tspring Beach

RESORT & 6FA

timesayear,” heexplains. “ So,
it's not like moving up here is
moving to a strange land — |
have a lot of friends here al-
ready.”

Upon completing RLYC's
most recent ‘face-lift’ at the
beginning of this year — a
project he had been working
on since 2013 to bring the ma-
rina services in line with the
fast-developing tourism infra-
structure nearby — Wicky was
looking for a new challenge.
And the challenge that pre-
sented itself was in Phuket.

“Everyone knows Phuket
Boat Lagoon. You go to ma-
rinas in Malaysia or
Singapore and mention
Phuket Boat Lagoon? Yes,
everyone knows it. It’s one of
the best facilities for boat re-
pair and hard stand.”

Wicky explains that hisrole
at the marinais brand develop-
ment and strategic marketing —
taking the Boat Lagoon brand
to the next level.

“We've had alot of planning
meetings, but it's going to take
sometime. I’ ve been here now
only twoandahaf months. I'm
still learning all the services
meeting with all the teams.”

His overall plan is to con-

solidate

emanating from the
marina’s many _
operations. .

“The 7
ownershave |
built this

place as
village

it's got a

hotel
shops, a
little ar-
cade,
morefa-
cilities
and
proper-
ties

the  message

A with

a

“The perfect healthy escape”
“Let Us pamper you insouk.Fist class spa’
“Visit Us Today! §

o,

iﬁp" one-day passt

OUR FACILITIES INCLUDE FULL BEACH RESORT, 2 RESTAURANTS, 2 HOT SPRING POOLS, COLD WATER POOL, EXPANSIVI
SWIMMING POOL, GORGEOUS PRIVATE BEACH, FULL SERVICE SPA, FITNESS ROOM.

THE HOTSPRING BEACH RESORT IS LOCATED ON THE GORGEOUS NATAI BEACH IN PHANG NGA PROVINCE, WE ARE
LOCATED JUST NORTH OF PHUKET ISLAND 25 MIN FROM PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.

surrounding it. While the ma-
rinaisstill very much the core,
the focus is now on
lifestyle. I'm
., working

team here
to bring
this
lifestyle
brand
up,”
Wicky
~ smiles.
“We're
giving
t h e
" lifestyle
a face-
lift.”

¥

WWWTHEHOTSPRINGBEACH.COM T, + 66 (0) 76 580 000-28 | 79 MOO 8, NA TOEY, THAI MUANG, PHANG NGA PROVINCE

05 - B268
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