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Barred for Life

B Anexclusivelook
NS de Phuket Prison
and the lives of two
femae inmates

By Chutharat Plerin

BEHIND the walls of Phuket Provincial
Prison are more than 2,000 inmates. About
350 of them are women; most of them do-
ing time for drug dealing.

The Gazette takes you behind the bars
of Phuket’s cramped prison for exclusive
insights into the lives and circumstances
of two women, ‘Wan’ and ‘Bee’, locked
up for drug-related crimesin afacility built
more than 100 years ago to house only 800
inmates.

Are socia changes and the pressures
of modern society to blame? Did these
women have a choice or was drug deal-
ing the only way out of poverty?

Wan and Bee'sdays begin at 6am. They
either take part in job training programs
or work in the bakery, in which case they
get up at 5am. The prison bakery runs
every day, making food for the inmates
and to sell at a stall in the visitors
waiting area.

Thefemaleinmatesfollow astrict daily
routine. After rising, they exercise for an
hour, then take a shower before breakfast.
All the food served at the prison is veg-
etarian.

Married mother of two, Wan, 28, started
selling drugs as a quick cash earner to
support her children and husband, a
mechanic earning a small wage in a
small back-street garage.

“1 wasahousewifelooking after our two
children; a10 year old and a newborn. We
were al surviving on my husband’s small
wage. | wanted more money but | didn't
haveajob. Selling drugswasthe only thing
| could think about doing that would al-

‘Bee’, one of about 350 female inmates at Phuket Provincial Prison, is serving time for dealing

drugs. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

low me to make money and be at home
with my children. Some friendsintroduced
me to the drug world,” said Wan.

Four months|ater Wan was arrested with
more than a kilogram of crystal meth-am-
phetamine (yaice).

“1 knew right from the start that one day
| would be caught.”

At the time of the interview, Wan was
till waiting to be sentenced and had no
idea how long that sentence might be, yet
she was aready resigned to her fate of a
life behind bars.

“I lost my future. The only future | have
now ishere, serving timefor selling drugs.
| can’t bewith my children or my husband.
Heisout thereworking hard, alone, to take
care of thekids. | regret what | have done.
If I could turn back the clock, | would defi-
nitely not do it again,” said Wan.

As well as missing her husband and
kids, Wan said that seeing her parents
happy was what she wanted to see more
than anything else.

Continued on Pages 4-5

Another beach
club threatened
with demolition

PATONG Municipality is
threatening to have Paradise
Beach Phuket demolished in
June under the Building Con-
trol Act. Official investiga-
tions into the beachfront
party venue haverevealed a
guagmire of land ownership
issues.
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Myanmar man
washed ashore

A MYANMAR man who was
reported missing at Nai Harn
Beach on May 15, was found
drowned on the same beach the
next day, officials confirmed.

Joe Ye Bai, 22, reportedly
went to Nai Harn with two of
his friends and was washed
away by waves.

Nai Harn Chief Lifeguard
JulaNontree warned touriststo
only swim where yellow-red
flags are placed.

“It was nearly dark and we
called everyone to exit the wa-
ter, but the men ignored the red
flags and our warnings,” said
Mr Jula.

— Chutharat Plerin

Man setsfire
to BMW after
argument

A DRUNK man allegedly
poured a gallon of gasoline
onto aBMW and set it on fire
in the early hours of the morn-
ing of May 15, officials con-
firmed.

TheKathu Municipality Fire
Department rushed to put out
the blaze at the entrance to

Chargesto befiled In
deaths of five women
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Police announced that they will press charges against the construction company involved in a building
collapse that killed five female workers at the Institute of Physical Education’s Krabi Campus in March.
Sections of unhardened cement fell on the women working on the floor below. Police said the rebar used
did not meet the legal requirements of construction materials, and there was no qualified engineer on

site at the time. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Irawadee Kejho village.

Capt Wattanatorn Bumrung-
tin of the Patong police said the
driver parked the car in front
of amotorbike repair shop and
had a loud argument with a
woman inside, before exiting
the shop and setting the vehicle

CFA CAT HOSPITAL

On Chaofah East Road, near Chalong circle, Phuket

)

We offer a wide range of services
for your beloved cats

Call us: 076-283365, 083-6018488
https://www.facebook.com/chaofahandamanpethospital
www.chaofahandaman.com

ablaze.

The vehicle he set dight re-
portedly belonged to an acqu-
aintance who is currently in
prison.

—Winai Sarot

Aussie NGO
supports Nai
Harn training

ABOUT 60 volunteers took
part in a training seminar on
emergency life-saving tech-
niques at Phuket’'s Air Traffic
Control Center from May 10-
14.

The annual lifeguard train-
ing was sponsored by the
Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization (PPAO), and
was supported by members of
the non-profit organization
Surf Life Saving Australia.

Phuket Lifeguard Club
(PLC) President Prathaiyuth
Chuayuan said the PLC has 98
lifeguards manning 38 stations
at 12 beaches in the province.

“Between January and April
we've rescued 64 people,” he
said.

The volunteers learned car-
diopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR), how to use an automated
external defibrillator (AED) as
well as surf rescue tactics.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

Tawanese capt
hospitdized
after leak a pier

A TAIWANESE tunaboat cap-
tain was found unconscious
from an ammonia leak aboard
his vessel at the Fish Market-
ing Organization pier in
Rassada on May 13.

The victim, named Kuo Yu
Chen, 55, was in the vessel's
hold when we was rendered in-
capacitated.

“The entrance was very
small and he is quite heavy, so
it took some time. It was very
difficult to help him out,” said
Phuket Marine Police Chief
Panya Chaichana.

Thevictimwasrushed to the
Phuket Provincial Admistative
Organization (OrBorJor) Hos-
pital.

Lt Panya said Mr Chen was
in the hold to repair a broken
refrigerator. Hospital staff con-
firmed that Mr Chenisin stable
condition.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

New police
station opens

THE new Sakoo Police Station
officially opened its doors on
May 11, to oversee Sakoo sub-

district as well as the Phuket
International Airport.

The new station, located
near Nai Yang Beach in
Sirinath National Park, wasone
of 88 police stations opened
nationwide on the same day.

The station will cover five
communities (Moo Baan) in
Sakoo sub-district, as well as
one sub-district in Mai Khao.
Approximately 80-100 officers
will be employed at the new
station.

—Kritsada Mueanhawong

Ta Chal Island
ordered closed
Indefinitely

TA CHAI Island and the sur-
rounding waters were closed to
tourists and members of the
public, with no scheduled re-
opening date, on May 16.

Officials said theidand was
closed in order to alow marine
life a chance to restore itself.

According to an official let-
ter signed by Department of
National Parks Director-Gen-
eral ThanyaNetithammakun on
May 10, TaChai Island and the
area around it will remain
closed after the usual reopen-
ing date of October 15.

Tour guides, however, say
that the indefinite nature of the
closureisaready forcing some

people out of business.
— Kongleaphy Keam

Customs seize
unregistered
boat engines

MARINE police seized boat
engines and other heavy ma-
chinery, with a total value of
five million baht, stored at a
lockup in Rassada on May 16.
Phuket Marine Police Chief
Panya Chaichana said police
received an anonymoustip that
machinery kept in awarehouse
had been imported without pay-
ment of duty or customs taxes.
“During an early morning
raid on the facility, police and
customs officers found nine
boat engines, 22 generatorsand
13 boat gears,” Lt Panya said.
The owner of the facility,
Chanwit Piyapanan, allegedly
did not have the import and
customs documentation. Mr
Chanwit was charged with
avoiding import and customs
taxes, which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of five years
imprisonment, a fine equal to
guadruple the duty value of the

goods or both.
— Chutharat Plerin
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Trouble In Paradise as govt
threatens more demolitions

PATONG Municipality is to
serve a demolition notice to
Paradise Beach Phuket club
next week, giving the party
venue in Patong 30 days to
move off the land it alegedly
occupies illegally.

Patong Mayor Chalermluck
Kebsup said Paradise Beach
Management Co Ltd, which
operatesthe beach club near Tri
Trang Beach, will be formally
told to remove the buildings
said to be built on public land,
unless the company can pro-
duce documents proving it has
the right to occupy that land.

The company will have 30
days to demolish the structures
or make an appeal, Mayor
Chalermluck said during a
meeting at Phuket Provincial
Hall on May 11.

A complaint wasfiled at the
Phuket Ombudsman [Dam-
rongdharma] office in Dec-
ember of last year. Investiga-
tionsrevealed that theland was
registered as owned by Sophon
Eakwanit. Paradise Beach
Management Co rented the
land from Mr Sophon and used
aflying SorKor 1 certificatefor
the right to occupy and build
on the land.

A flying SorKor 1 is atitle
deed issued for a specific plot
of land, but then used to claim
theright to occupy another plot
of land elsewhere.

Paradise Beach Manage-
ment sought permission from

The warning to Paradise Beach proprietors comes after demolitions and property closures on Layan, Lay Pang and Surin beaches. Government
officials have been cracking down on tenuous claims to property rights, titles and deeds by beachfront businesses. Photos: Phuket Gazette

the municipality to construct
buildings on the land by sub-
mitting SorKor 1 certificate
276, aong with a rental con-
tract between the company
and Mr Sophon, said Mr
Chalermluck.

However, the SorKor 1 cer-
tificate does not specify the plot
of land it is for and the com-
pany did not provide any other
supporting documents to vali-
date their claim, so the Phuket

Land Office was asked to look
into it, the mayor said.

It was found that Mr Sophon
possessed two land documents
Nor Sor3Kor claiming ownership
of the 80 rai of land in question.
However, it was concluded in
court that the land actually be-
longs to the Phuket Agricultural
Land Reform Office (ALRO),
Mr Chalermluck said.

Paradise Beach Manage-
ment denied buildingon ALRO

land, but was not able to pro-
duce NorSor 3 certificates to
back the claim; only referring
to the flying SorKor 1. There-
fore, the Phuket Land Office
was asked to verify whether the
SorKor 1 certificate was law-
fully issued.

Paradise Beach Manage-
ment Co was ordered to halt
construction and operations
whileinvestigations continued.
However, the company ignored

the order, so it was decided to
issue the demolition notice to
the company under the Build-
ing Control Act, said Mr
Chalermluck.

Phuket Vice Governor
Kgornkiet Rakpanitmanee said
the land issue cameto light af-
ter a complaint was filed,
claiming that construction was
being carried out on public
land.

— Kongleaphy Keam
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Crash claims Russian Dep Consul

THE Russian Federation’s
Deputy Honorary Consul for
Phuket died in acar crash early
in the morning on May 18 in
Wichit sub-district. Authorities
believe Santi Udomkiratak, 50,
fell asleep at the wheel after
they found no signs of any
attempted braking on the
roadway.

Police say the crash between
Mr Santi’s Mercedes and a six-
wheel truck occurred near the
Jor Soo Kong Naka Shrine in-
tersection, just south of the
Weekend Night Market.

Mr Santi’s body was pinned
in the driver’s seat by the rear
of the truck during the rear-end
collision. Lt Patcharee
Wongboon of the Wichit Police
said Vachira Hospital staff are
checking Mr Santi’s blood for
evidence of intoxication.

“We are checking CCTV
around the area,” she added.

Mr Santi was the Deputy
Honorary Consul of theRussian
Federation for Phuket, Krabi
and Phang Ngasince 2008. The
Phuket native also owned apart-
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Mr Santi was the Russian Honorary Deputy Consul for Phuket, Krabi
and Phang Nga. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

ments and other businesses on
the island.

Mr Santi’s death comes as
Prime Minister Gen Prayuth
Chan-o-chavisits St Petersburg
to sign nine Memoranda of Un-

derstanding at the invitation of
Prime Minister Dmytri
Medvedev. Gen Prayuth saidthe
talks may include adeal to pro-
cure Russian military hardware.

—Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Young lives

From Page 1

“I never did anything to
make them [my parents] happy.
| never bought them anything,
never took them anywherenice.
| was not agood daughter. | did
not take good care of them and
now | am stuck here. | want to
pay them back but | am not sure
if I will ever have the chance.”

“If 1 do get out, | will stay
away from drugs.”

Like many who get mixed up
in the drugs, Wan comes from
a broken home. However, she
does not blame her circum-
stances for ending up in jail.
She accepts that she is now
paying the price for the
decisionsshealonemadeinthe
past.

“My parents separated years
ago. | was left to fend for
myself from a young age, but
it'snot their fault that | decided
to start selling drugs,” said
Wan.

“It’s not like the movies,
where drug dealers are forced
into selling drugs. It’sup to the
individual what they choose to
do about their circumstances.”

“l want to warn anyone
thinking about getting into
drugs to think twice. It seems
like an easy way to make a lot
of money very quickly, but
please stop and think first. You
are about to trade your whole
futurefor some quick cash. You
may get away withit for awhile
but it will not last. You will
eventually get caught,” said
Wan.

‘Bee’ is 21 years old and is
serving alengthy sentencefor
drug dealing. It was just 117
grams of crystal meth that
changed her entirelife. By the
time she gets out she will be
almost 50 years old.

“1 lived with my father but |
did not want to bother him by
asking for money. | found my
own ways to earn a living. |
grew up in Phuket and finished
secondary school (pratom 6). |
have tattoos, which makes it
difficult to find a job. Most
employers turn their noses up
at people like me, with a low
education,” said a calm and
collected Bee, who seemed to
have already accepted her
future life behind bars.

“1 wanted to study more but
| never had the chance. We did
not have enough money and my
father didn’t do much to
support me.”

“I was selling drugs for

about a year before | was
caught and sentenced to 25
yearsinjail,” said Bee.

Phuket Provincial Prison
only houses inmates serving
sentences of under 15 years.
Bee however, remains
incarcerated in Phuket while
waiting for the verdict of
another trial on drug-related
charges, before being
transferred to Nakorn Sri
Thammarat Central Prison.

“Money wasthe only reason
| got into the drug business.
Just like everyone else, | had
toearnaliving. Without agood
education and nobody to
support me, my only optionwas
to sell drugs,” said Bee.

“My father passed away not
long after | was imprisoned. |
didn't see him again. | had a
hard time dealing with that.

Just like Wan, Bee looks
forward the most to one day
seeing her family again.

“Thefirst thing | want to do
when | get out is see my
younger sister and my aunt.
They are both in Phuket. | hope
they are still around then.”

Even though Wan and Bee
arein prison for similar crimes
and are now paying with their
lives for the bad decisions they
made, each has a starkly
different outlook to the other.
Wan vows never to go near
drugs again. However, Bee is
much less certain about being
able to steer clear of the drug
scene in the future.

“I do not want to get
involved in drug dealing after |
amreleased but | can’t tell what
my situation will be in the fu-
ture, ” she said.

Options for women in need

The Phuket Shelter for
Children and Families in Koh
Sireh is one loca organization
empowering struggling
women. Director, Sirumporn
Komonsanao, says there are
many options for women who
are willing to work.

“The shelter is one of a
network of shelters in every
district in the province
supported by the Department of
Social Development and
Welfare. Each community has
someone in charge of helping
those women in the area
looking for work,” said Ms
Sirumporn.

“If you need help, just call
us on 1300. We are available
24/7. Or you can contact any
government officeinyour com-
munity, where job training is
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changed forever by hard drugs

provided free of charge.
Women in the community can
make suggestions about the
things they want to learn and
wewill look for expertstotrain

them, and provide all
equipment,” said Ms
Sirumporn.

Ms Sirumporn admitted that

despite their efforts, there are
still some women in desperate
need of help who still fall
through the cracks.

They would be people un-
willing to share their problems
with others or simply don’t
know that there are people out
there ready and willing to help.

“It isour job to help women
get back on their feet so they
can care for themselves and
their family but, ultimately, it
is their job to work at it rather
than taking short cutsby selling
drugs,”

A woman'’s choice
“A lot of womenwholivein

Phuket Provincial Prison was built more than 100 years ago to house
800 male inmates. Today, more than 2,000 men and women are
incarcerated behind these walls Photo: Chutharat Plerin

Phuket are from other prov-
inces and | believe many end
up involved in the drug trade

because of the high cost of liv-
ing here,” said Ms Sirumporn.
“Many are single mothers

Officials

closng Maya Bay

consider

Rising sea temperatures put coral at risk. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

MARINE experts are propos-
ing the closure of the popular
tourist destination MayaBay in
Phi Phi National Park, asapre-
ventative measure to help re-
store bleached coral and other
marine life.

“Coral bleaching has started
to attack many spots, both in
the Andaman and the Gulf of
Thailand,” said marine expert
Dr Thon Thamrongnawasawat.

Coral bleaching occurs
when the symbiotic algae that
lives in coral leaves, making
the coral more susceptible to
dying.

“Thisisthefirst time we' ve
been proactive to coral bleach-
ing,” Dr Thon said. “We're
closing theisland beforeit’stoo
late, not likein 2010, when we
closed the island after every-
thing was aready gone.”

Dr Thon said the closures

have already begun on Koh
Yoong. Other islands may also
be closed.

“We expect to close these
spots by next month, depending
ontheseatemperature,” hesaid.

Natural Resources and En-
vironment Minister Gen
Surasak Karnjanarat said he
was concerned over the waste-
water management on Koh Phi
Phi Don, and that closing Maya
Bay may not be enough if waste
isallowed to continue discharg-
ing into the sea.

In March, Deputy Prime
Minister Narong Pipatanasai
alsovisitedtheisland toreview
amulti-million baht budget that
would plug the free flow of
untreated wastewater into the
marine park. However, that
budget has not been approved
or rejected yet.

—Kritsada Mueanhawong

(u()hLD

who are desperateto find away
to provide for their children.

Naturally, any mother will
do whatever she can to support
her own children. Selling drugs
can appear to be a quick and
easy way to make ends meet but
that is a choice only they can
make,” she said.

“There are many other
ways for women to make a
decent living. It is a matter of
choice; deciding whether or
not to risk the consequences
of earning money illegally.”

Patong Police officer Lt
Col Sutthichai Thianpho has
little sympathy for drug
dealers.

“Think of all the hard-
working people out there,
working long hours for alow
wage. They don’t turn to
drugs. They just get on with
life, no matter how harditis,”
he said.

“Of course, finding aquick
and easy way to earn money

TEL.062 979553
& hanuman
WWW, hur1u:m:lr:wur.'dp.*ru.f-t: com

can be very attractive, but not
everyone chooses to deal
drugs. Those who take short
cuts by dealing drugs will
eventually end up on jail.”

Parts of Phuket prison have
recently been painted, making
it as charming as a prison can
be.

The place is clean and the
inmates live by daily routines
not dissimilar to the lives of
those beyond the prison walls.

However, prison warden,
Suparat Tantipongwiwat, has
firm views on the purpose of
the prison.

“We do our best to take
care of the prisoners. How-
ever, thisis still a prison.

It ismeant to curtail certain
freedoms. This is a place for
people who break the law,”
she said.

“Nobody ever wants to get
locked up but the way to stay
out is easy.

Don't break the law.”
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Krabi locas
answer cal
for donation

Dr Somkiet treats many patients for
free. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

A KRABI doctor, who put up a
sign outside his clinic asking
for donations of school uni-
forms for his patients, was
overwhelmed by the support he
received on social media.

Somkiet Kijjathamachet
treats patientsfree of charge, or
amaximum fee of 500 baht.

Theclinic hassince beenvis-
ited by severa donorssincethen,
leaving used uniforms, shoes,
school bags and other items
behind.

“1 can now ask my patientsif
they need some of the uniforms
for their family members, as
most them are farmers and do
not earn a lot of money,” said
Dr Somkiet. “I am very thank-
ful for al the donations, which
will be used to benefit needy
students.”

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Huge gink from Samui trash

By Suchat Hankij

THE Samui Island Ombuds-
man, joined by local officias,
registered residents' complaints
about the smell from wastewa-
ter leakageinto the nearby Taret
canal, on May 14.

Ombudsman Chief Prof
Siracha Vongsarayankura and
histeam, along with Koh Samui
City Mayor Ramnate Jaikwang
noted locals' complaints about
how the water in the cana had
become so contaminated that
they could not bear to be around
it, let done useit.

Mr Ramnate, who is ulti-
mately responsible asthe senior
authority for sanitation issueson
theidand, admitted that the cur-
rent facilities could not handle
the amount of waste piling up
and spilling into the stream.

“We cannot take care of the
trash by ourselves because our
incinerator has broken down,”
Mr Ramnate said. “The private
company we've hired to bury
the trash can only process 150
tonnes a day. However, we
have about 168 tonnes of trash
coming in every day.”

Mr Ramnate added that
more than 200,000 tonnes of
trash have already piled up.

“We've been urging people
to separate their trash before
throwing it away,” he said.

Mr Ramnate stated that he

More than 200 000 tonnes of trash have already piled up, according to offlmals Photo: Suchat Hanku

has organized a public hearing
on May 23 to see who in the
community isbeing affected by
the trash and wastewater.

Raksagecha Chaechai, sec-
retary-general of the
Ombudsman Office said that
their team would bring thisis-
sue up for discussion with
higher authorities.

“We have noted the problem
with the broken downincinera-
tor and will take this inform-
ation to the government to look
for a permanent solution,” Mr

Raksagecha said.

Tuanjai Somwong, one of
thevillagerswho is affected by
the smell and wastewater, said
that the problem has been go-
ing on for 10 years.

“We are suffering from the
horrible smell,” Ms Tuanjai
said. “Especially when it rains,
wastewater runs into the cana
and we cannot use it. We used
to drink the water from our own
wells, but it'simpossible to do
that now.”

Ms Tuanjai said that while

residents were concerned with
the smell and health effects of
the garbage problem, they
didn't wish to push the prob-
lem onto someone else.

“If the government wants to
transfer the trash somewhere
else, it must beinadried form,”
shesaid. “I will personally dis-
agree with any decision to take
the trash away from the island
as it is now. It will definitely
affect the environment else-
where and may also leak into
the sea during the transfer.”

Possble dlnosaur fosﬂlsfound

FOSSILIZED bones, possibly
those of adinosaur, werediscov-
ered in astream bed in Krabi.

Locals stumbled across the
fossils half-buried in the bank
of Khlong Paklao in Na Nuea,
asub-district of Ao Luek, after
the water level in the stream
dropped to about half a meter,
following an extended period
of drought.

The petrified bones are
thought to be vertebrae, jaw-
bones and teeth from acreature
or creatures that lived at least
30 million years ago, said a
pal eontol ogist from the Depart-
ment of Mineral Resources
(DMR) on May 10.

“The fossilized vertebrae,
about two feet long and 10 cen-
timeters wide, comprises four
pieces,” said DMR officer
Chertchat Pochaiya.

“The fossils were found in
sandstone dating back to the
Carboniferous era,” she said.

The DMR has cordoned off
the section of the stream while
samples are collected for fur-
ther examination.

Locals discovered the fossils after the water Ievel dropped foIIowmg
an extended period of drought. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

“We will try to find out the
exact age and other information
about these creatures. The
bones are at least 30 million
years old, but could date back
several hundred million years,”
said Ms Chertchat.

“More fossils have been
found about a kilometer north
of the site and we are hoping
to make more interesting dis-
coveriesin the area”

The director of the Minis-

try of Tourism and SportsKrabi
Office, SiraweeWaloh, said the
latest fossil find, as well asthe
nearby Pee HuaToe Cave (Big-
Headed Ghost Cave) featuring
prehistoric paintings on the
walls, madethe areaone of his-
torical significance.

“The area should be devel-
oped into a tourist and
educational destination,” said
Ms Sirawee.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Tha low-cost carriers

DOMESTIC low-cost airline
carriers NokAir and NokScoot
have joined an aliance of bud-
get airlines from Southeast
Asia, Japan and Australia to
form what they call theworld’s
largest alliance of low-cost car-
riers, enabling customers to
book connections using a
shared platform.

The announcement comes at
a time of increased popularity
for budget carriersin Southeast
Asia, which industry players
say is akey growth market for
low-cost air travel.

“Customers will be able to
view, select and book the best-
availableairfaresonflightsfrom
any of the airlines in a single
transaction, directly from each
partner website,” said the state-
ment.

Other members include
Singapore Airlines’ budget
wing Scoot, the Philippines’
Cebu Pacific, South Korea's
Jeju Air, Tigerair Singapore,

dliance

NokAir has joined the alliance.
Photo: Gazette file

Tigerair Australia and Japan’s
Vanilla Air.

Thealliance will serve more
than 160 destinations with a
collective fleet of 176 aircraft,
the statement said.

Alliance members together
served more than 47 million
travellersfrom 17 hubslast year,
according to the statement.

The increasing popularity
of no-frills airlines, which
typically do not offer free
meals or in-flight entertain-
ment, isdriven by theregion’s
growing middle class, many of
whom are travelling for the
first time.

— The Nation
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Murderers of
disabled man
may receive
death sentence

SEVEN suspects, who alleg-
edly attacked and killed a dis-
abled Bangkok bread-delivery
man, may face premeditated
murder charges, officials said

May 18.
Deputy Permanent Secretary
for Justice Thawatchai

Thaikhiew said on his Face-
book page that a video,
showing one suspect making a
phone call and waiting for
friendsto bring weapons, could
suggest premeditation.
Current charges against the
seven suspects range from 15-
20 vyears in jail, life
imprisonment or a death sen-
tence. If charged with, and
found guilty of, premeditated
murder, the suspects will re-
ceive only the death penalty.

Possble arms
ded after date
vidt to Russa

PRIME Minister Gen Prayuth
Chan-o-cha confirmed his
meeting with Russian counter-
part Dmitry Medvedev in St
Petersburg included delibera-
tions over a possible arms
agreement.

Gen Prayuth said the deals
would be structured as ex-
changes of Russian hardware
for Thal agricultural goods.

Prayuth said possible pur-
chases were not something out
of the blue— They would bein
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line with the military's long-
term development plan for the
next five to 20 years.

Gen Prayuth’s bilateral talks,
and attendance of aspecia sum-
mit between Russia and Asean,
lasted from May 17-19.

The premier refused to
elaborate on the specifics of
possible deals, including tenta-
tive prices.

Education plan
amended, PM
tdls teachers

PRIME Minister Gen Prayuth
Chan-o-chaannounced that the
NCPO will support 15 years of
free education for Thai chil-

TASTE THE FEELING

NATIONAL NEWS

Briefly

dren, at an event for educators
held on May 13.

The announcement comes
after increasing criticism of the
current draft charter, which
only requires 12 years of free
public education, as opposed to
the current policy, which main-
tains a minimum of 15 years.

“Some misunderstandings
have arisen lately over the edu-
cational clauses in the charter
draft,” Gen Prayuth, who is
also the head of the NCPO, said
to about 20,000 teachers at the

convention centre in
Nonthaburi Province outside
Bangkok.

“Rest assured, my govern-
ment is now looking for a way
to put the 15 years of free edu-
cation as a clause into the law,
or at least aministerial regula
tion,” he said.

Plan to sdl off
stockpiled rice
upsets markets

THAILAND’ S plan to acceler-
ate sales of 11.4 million tonnes
of rice in government stock-
piles within two months has
sparked concerns that it would

hurt prices and exportsin Viet-
nam.

The plan would reportedly
net 99 billion baht (US$2.8 bil -
lion), with an average price of
$245 per tonne, in what would
bethe biggest rice clearancefor
the country. Thailand currently
exports an average of 400,000
to 500,000 tonnes of rice per
month.

The stockpiled rice would
mainly be grains that the gov-
ernment had purchased under
the 2012-13 rice pledging pro-
gram. Since May 2014,
Thailand has auctioned off five
million tonnes of rice, worth
US$1.5bn.

Backlash after

govt proposa
to limit wefare

ORGANIZATIONS &cross the
country lambasted a govern-
ment proposa to limit monthly
subsidies to only the needy eld-
erly, not al Thaisaged above 60.

Citing budget constraints,
the government has been con-
sidering excluding elderly
people who have no less than
three million baht worth of as-
sets or a monthly income of
9,000 baht, from the right to
claim state subsidy.

This year, the government
has allocated a 63 billion baht
budget of monthly subsidiesto
7.99 million elderly Thais. The
number accounted for 74.5 per
cent of the country’s elderly
population. Pensions for
600,000 retired government
officials cost the government
an additional 1.4bn baht.

The government started giv-
ing monthly subsidiesto elderly
citizens in 2009.
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Chronic drug problem

DESPITE the recent effort to ‘restart’ Thailand as a more
civil and corruption-free society, continued reports of drug-
related arrestsindicate that our nation still hasalong way to
go in curbing the chronic problems of illicit drugs.

The reflections of two female inmates serving lengthy sen-
tences at the dangerously overcrowded Phuket Provincial
Prison should serve as cautionary tales for anyone tempted to
try their hand at dealing drugsasan ‘easy way’ to makemoney.

When it comes to drug dealing, the risks simply do not
justify the rewards. In few countriesisthistruer than Thai-
land, which has particularly harsh sentencing for convicted
drug dealers. Even those caught in possession of asfew as 20
ya bah (methamphetamine) pills typically get a minimum
three-year prison term.

Given the apparent popularity of meth among Thais and
the role of poorly-educated young women in our country’s
notorious night life industry, it comes as little surprise that
some 42,000 Thai women, about 14 per cent of thetotal prison
population, are behind bars.

This puts Thailand among the nations with the highest
percentage of female inmates anywhere in the world. The
scale of the meth problem is further indicated by the fact
that more than three-quarters of all inmatesin Thai prisons
are serving sentences for drug-related convictions.

According to an estimate by the United Nations Office of
Drugsand Crime, about 1.4 per cent of Thaisare addicted to
amphetamines or related stimulants, among the highest na-
tional percentagein theworld. From 2009 to 2014, the number
of drug cases nationwide more than doubled, from about
151,000 to about 347,000. Over the same period, the number
of registered drug offenders increased from nearly 168,000
to almost 366,000, according to official figures.

Yet, out-and-out addicts appear to make up only a small por-
tion of the much larger ‘iceberg’ of recreational drug usersin
the country. Thisis evidenced by the fact that authorities seize
about 100 million ya bah pillsannually, not to mention a metric
tonne of the even more potent ya ice (crystal meth).

It isdifficult to imagine why anyonewould roll such danger-
oudy loaded dice by sdling drugs, putting not only their own
future, but also that of friends, family and loved ones, at risk.

Despitethe har shest of deterrents, many young people still
take to drug dealing with reckless abandon. If any of their
number happensto be reading this column to its conclusion,
please take this advice and quit while you're ahead.
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“T'LL TAKE TSOLATION IF YoU CAN STOP ME PUSHIANG DRUGS

What isto become of Rawal sea gypses

Re: Opinion: Tourism'simpact
on Phuket’s sea gypsies, May
18

The best article I've seen
here in along time.

These people are living his-
tory and are getting squeezed
out of their livelihood and land.

With no job or land what

shall they do?
DC Chris
Facebook
Better to close

Maya Bay for good

Re: Maya Bay tourist ban pro-
posed to save marine life,
May 16

In my opinion, Maya Bay
should be closed for good. The
hype that Leonardo di Caprio
and the movie ‘The Beach’
brought, caused massive dam-
age to the bay with thousands
of tourists every day.

Longtail and speed boatsare
throwing their anchorsonto the
corals every day and tourists
are stepping on it as well.

The bay and its ecology and
marine life are too fragile to
absorb the impacts caused by
mass tourism.

Wer ni
Gazette forum

Will paradiseowner
pay rent toALRO

Re: Paradise Beach venue
threatened with demolition,
May 14

So what happens to Mr
Sophon?

Does he have to pay back
rent to the ALRO on the land
he has unlawfully occupied
these past years[if indeed such

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

is the casg]?

Will he be charged with
fraud for leasing out land he
purported to own when he did
not [if such is the case]?

The people that controlled
thisbeach, |, recall are an arro-
gant lot. Years back, to swim
there, you ‘had’ to rent a 200
baht deckchair, even if you had
eaten there.

Chob
Gazette forum

Frustrating lack of

good coffee around

Re: Island View: Wherefore art
thou coffee?, May 17
Welcome to Phuket. The
lack of reasonably-priced cof-
fee beans is a long-standing
problem here. Locals are sugar
addicts, not coffee connois-
seurs, which explains using
coffee and tea as away to jus-
tify high-carb binging.
Theonly shop | know of that
sells robusta beans from
Chumphon is near Robinsons.
Phuketsub
Gazette forum

Action needed from

govt and police
Re: Elderly woman killed in
hit-and-run, May 12
Very sad to see stories like
this. | hope she rests in peace.
When are we going to see

some action from the govern-
ment or police regarding road
safety in Phuket?

It seems there are fatalities
every day, and still police check
points target farang not wear-
ing helmets.

Two weeks ago, | was talk-
ing to three kids on a
motorbike. When | asked them
why they weren’'t wearing a
helmet, they just gave me the
strangest 100k.

Mick
Gazette forum

Fully support the
Ta Chai closure

Re: Environmental damage
shutters Ta Chai island indefi-
nitely, May 16
| fully support this move. |
was there afew years back and
the reef surrounding the island
ismoreor lesscompletely dead.
The place is still stunning
but the marine life needs a
chance to recuperate. With day
trip operators heading there on
adaily basis, it'son the way to
destruction.
| see now they’re heading to
Surin Island as well. Let's see
how that fans out.
Kit Chotithamaporn
Facebook

We need guides
who understand us

Re: Two Russians arrested for
working as illegal tour guides
May 12

Perhaps it's time local tour

guides became fluent in Rus-
sian, then.

Alexander Volkov

Gazette forum



May 21 - 27, 2016

OPINION

PHUKET GAZETTE 9

Phuket’s not the same

FirsT
PERSON

OUR lives started to change
when Phuket changed from atin
mining city into a tourist desti-
nation. People abandoned
Phuket Town and moved to the
beach instead. Development
and construction started to get
bigger and bigger on the beach
side aress.

This had a major impact on
those who had shopsin Phuket
Town. A lot of peoplerelocated
their businesses away from the
town, in close proximity to the
beach, as they had lost alot of
income due to the lack of cus-
tomers.

Theadvent of shopping malls
has had an even bigger impact
on our lives. It started off with
local malls such as Ocean Mall
and Phuket Shopping Mall.
Then came higger chains like
Robinson, Tesco Lotus, and
Centra Festival, among others.

This was a huge blow to lo-
cals who sold the same
merchandise in their shops.
Those who couldn't survive had
to close shop andfind other ways
to get by.

The changes did not stop
here. As tourism boomed, the
cost of living kept getting
higher, especialy the price of
land. This ultimately meant
higher prices for everything
else too — food, clothes and
other products and services. It
also brought in an influx of la-
bor from other provinces.

As the number of people in-
creased, problems such astraffic
jams and congestion erupted,
something that Phuket had never
seen before. It dso led to other
man-made problems such as un-
controllable trash, wastewater,
water shortage, crime, drug
abuse and accidents, whichisall

Don Limnunthaphisit, 52,
is currently the president of
the OIld Phuket Town
Community. He was born
and raised in Phuket and
graduated from Prince of
Songkla University with a
bachelor’s in science.

Here, he talks about the

—% changes Phuket has been

through, which drastically changed the lives of the
locals. He also talks about what the ‘ideal’ version of
Phuket would be in his opinion.

you see in the news these days.

To some extent, the beauty
and charm of Phuket Old Town
remainsunaffected by the devel -
opments on the beach. Our way
of lifeis quiet, but we till en-
joy it. However, what tourists
get to see now isamere shadow
of what Old Phuket Town was
originaly like.

| am not blaming these
changes — change is inevitable,
and we must learn to adjust our
lives accordingly. Additionally,
these changes have aso brought
inalot of money for Phuket and
Thailand. What | regret, though,
is that Phuket Town has never
had a chance to use that money
to become what it should be.

Phuket has a lot of loca au-
thorities, such as municipalities
and OrBorTors, but thereisalot
of income disparity within the
municipalities themselves.

For instance, the Mai Khao
OrBorTor makes alot of money
from the big hotels there. How-
ever, they do not have a trash
incinerator, so al their waste is
managed by the Phuket City
Municipality, which earns much
less income from hotels. This
results in a trash overload there,
and the municipality doesn’'t
have enough money to build a

Words from the Wise

they revere”

“I wash my hands of those who imagine
chattering to be knowledge, silence to be
ignorance, and affection to be art.”

“It isdifficult to freefoolsfrom the chains

—Khalil Gibran

— \oltaire

new incinerator.

Another example is the
waste treatment plant in
Rassada Municipality. The
municipality does not have the
budget to carry out repairs and
has submitted a request to the
Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization (PPAO),
whichinturn hasasked the pro-
vincial government, which is
waiting to hear from the
central government. In the
meantime, our people are suf-
fering from bad smells and
unhealthy living conditions.

Phuket still hasto submit all
its revenues to the central gov-
ernment, which will then
allocate a portion of the
country’stotal revenue back to
us, depending on the registered
population, which is about
350,000. This doesn’t seem
fair, asthere are countlesstour-
ists and other unregistered
citizens in Phuket.

My suggestion is to combine
thesemunicipalitiestogether, and
hand over the control and respon-
sibility to one person, who can
then manage the budget for each
area. We should aso be alowed
to use the money we earn our-
sdlves. That is the ideal way to
run things in my opinion.

amaze. Photo: Sahar Aftab Paliwala

Phuket has its fair share of problems, but its beauty never ceases to

It’seasy to criticize

| MUST admit that my knowl-
edge of Phuket is limited to
what I've experienced in the
year that I’ ve been here, but |
can easily say that | like what
I’ve seen so far. Admittedly,
Phuket has its fair share of
problems, but for anisland with
a rapidly growing population
and countless visitors al year
round, that is to be expected.

That is why it bothers me
when people take a stab at any-
thing and everything they
encounter here. Take the
governor’s letter published a
few weeks ago in the April 30-
May 6 issue of the Gazette, for
instance. The governor spoke
of how tourists should learn to
respect Thai culture and avoid
going around shirtless. It's a
simple and reasonable request,
so | expected people to under-
stand, if not appreciate, where
he was coming from. But the
backlash of criticism genuinely
surprised me.

People were quick to point
out all the issues they felt the
governor should focus on rather
than criticizing foreigners for
everything. My point is, he's
using this forum — the voice of
the Gazette, that is — to send a
message about respecting Thai
cultural values and | feel we
shouldlearntojust takecriticism
where criticism is due, rather
than just voicing our discontent
all thetime. Yes, | know thetraf-

Island View

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

ficin Phuket is bad and jet-skis
areanuisance, but that’sbesides
the point here.

Tourists are just that at the
end of the day — tourists. They
certainly haveall therightsand
privilegesthat aretheir due, but
they cannot expect to get away
with things that are simply not
to be stood for.

If the powersthat be say you
must not sunbathe in a bikini
in a public park, then you
should just respect that and put
some clothes on. | know that
my more experienced counter-
partswill pin me down asbeing
naive and new. “When you've
been on the island as long as
we have, you'll see what we
mean. Things simply don’t
change around here,” I've
heard many atime.

Well, | say things might
change if we change. Next time
you shake your head at a pile of
garbage somewhere, think about
the role we might have played,
however smdl, in bringing that
about. It's easy to lay blame at
someone else’s door, but far
harder to acknowledge that per-
haps there's something we can
do to rectify the situation.

Issues & Answers

Can | pitch an overnight tent at Khao Rang?

| WANT to take photos of day-
break at the Phuket Town view-
point from Khao Rang in the
morning. However, | don’t
want to travel there early inthe
morning.

Areweallowed to havetents
and sleep on Khao Rang? Or
do we have to ask permission
to do this from anyone first? If
yes, it would be helpful to know
whereto solicit this permission
from.

Adrian Cooper
Phuket

Mr Thawon Ruengrook of
the Phuket City Municipality
replies:

For the sake of safety and

Send us your queries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.

Submit your issue at:

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

caution, we do not allow any-
one to pitch tents and sleep on
the hills at Khao Rang under
any circumstances.

However, if you really need
to pitch a tent overnight for a
specific and important reason,
you may submit a letter to the
Phuket City Municipality, and
request special permission
from the mayor.

We cannot guarantee that
you will receive permission,
asthefinal authority lieswith
the mayor.
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Where arethe markets now?

Finance

m By Don Freeman
ON APRIL 11, Alcoa Inc
(NYSE:AA) started the first
quarter earnings season by re-
porting alower quarterly profit
($US16 million or zero cents
per share versus $US195 mil-
lion or 14 cents per shareayear
earlier) on lower revenue
(down 15 per cent) as results
were hurt by low commodity
prices, thestrong US dollar and
plant closures.

Alcoa's results tend to be
viewed as a benchmark setting
thetonefor the earnings season,
as well as being the first com-
pany to publish their earnings.
Its results can give investors a
clue about the direction key in-
dustries it supplies are heading.

This time around, Alcoa’s
management said they still ex-
pect aluminum demand to grow
faster than supply thisyear, with
global salesin the aerospacein-
dustry to grow in arange of six
toeight per cent (asbacklogsfor
the airline industry were cited),
while global automotive pro-
duction will grow between one
and four per cent this year.

On the same day, French
luxury goods giant LVMH
posted first-quarter sales below
forecasts as tourist shopping in
key markets such as France and
Hong Kong remained low.
However, the company also
stated that the US market is
strong; Europe remains “well
oriented except for France”
(which, of course, was affected
by afall intourism after there-

Alcoa’s management expects aluminum demand to grow faster than supply this year. Photo: Eduard Hueber

cent terrorist attacks); and that
Asian markets are varied, but
Japan *“ continues to progress.”

With those early earningsre-
ports in mind, here are some
other things to consider as the
first quarter earnings season
gets further underway:

Price action in mid-April has
been very bullish as the major
USindices moved higher, while
emerging markets and other
non-US markets helped lead
globa markets higher. Qil also
looks to have bottomed out.
These market actions, along
with improving breadth, are all

positive changes and bullish
signs for higher stock prices.

On April 19, the S&P 500
finally broke the 2,100 mark
and | am watching for it to
break above the 2,150 level for
an added measure of safety as
thereis still a chance the index
will roll over again.

The beaten down small-cap
Russell 2000 index has also
broken out into a series of new
short term highs, and closed
above the 1,140 level on April
20th. However, the index till
needsto break above the 1,200
level for added comfort.

The technical charts for the
SPDR KBW Bank ETF
(NYSEARCA: KBE) and the
Financial Select Sector SPDR
Fund (NYSEARCA: XLF)
have both begun to stabilize, but
the former till has work to do
to break aboveitsprevioushigh.
Good or better than expected
earnings reports from bank and
financial services stocks could
be enough to trigger some
breakoutson technical chartsfor
these ETFs, or the individual
stocks they are invested in.

Accommodative central bank
policies coupled with relative

improvement in earnings may
result in abreakout to new highs
for major stock indicesand lead-
ership stocks during this
earnings season. Moreover,
maybe earnings this season will
come in better than expected;
maybe oil has bottomed; maybe
China is not as bad as people
think; and maybethe credit mar-
kets have stabilized.

With so many ‘maybes’, it's
the price action of themajor in-
dices along with individual
leadership stocks reporting
their earnings that will tell us
whether the stock market will
just rollover again. Likewise,
all winning stocks (and ETFs
for that matter) need to be hit-
ting new highs—if not, they are
probably not leadership stocks
and you should probably not be
invested in them.

This means conservative in-
vestors will want to give the
market some room this earn-
ings season while watching
how individual stocks react to
their earnings reports, before
getting fully back into the mar-
ket.

Don Freeman, BSME, is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a Registered Investment Advisor
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket. He has over 15 years’
experience  working — with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers. Call for a free portfolio
review. Don can be reached at:
089-970 5795 or email: free
mancapital@gmail.com.

CFP banks on shrimp growth

CHAROEN Pokphand Foods
(CPF) planstoinvest 50 billion
baht with agrowth target of 10-
15 per cent between 2016 and
2020.

The plans follow a 27 per
cent risein net profits year-on-
year due to the shrimp industry
rebounding domestically and
overseas after declinesin prof-

“YOOT fiber 2U
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its due to Early Mortality Syn-

drome (EMYS) in shrimp.
Overseas sales made up 60
per cent of CPF's totd revenue
in the first quarter of 2016. The
turnover in 13 vibrant markets,
including China, Vietnam, India,
Russig, the Philippines and oth-
ers reportedly grew 12 per cent.
— Phuket Gazette
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Fore gn mv&stors see no incentive to day

THE Thai baht slid to 35.27 per
US dollar after the Bank of
Thailand stayed pat on the
policy rate.

Without a hike in the Thai
rate, foreign investors did not
have an incentive to maintain
their investment in Thailand on
expectations that the US rate
would rise soon, according to
economists.

The Thai bond and equity
market is now subjected to a
foreign sell-off. Giventhat May
and June are usually the season
of capital outflows from Thai-
land, both Tisco Securities and
Maybank Kim Eng Securities
said this year would not be an
exception.

Leslie Tang, senior foreign
exchange anayst of Maybank,
said that the Thai baht should be
traded in awide range of 34.80-

The Thai baht appears to be an
unintended victim of the carry
trade unwind. Photo: MCOT

35.37 for the two weeks ahead.
The bank expected the baht to
end this year at 37 per dollar.

“TheThai baht appearsto be
an unintended victim of the
carry trade unwind currently
taking place as manifested in
the sell-off in equities and gov-
ernment debt since mid-April,”
he said.

All seven members of the

Bank of Thailand's Monetary
Policy Committee on May 11
voted to maintain the policy
rate at 1.5 per cent.

It repested the view that mon-
etary policy should remain
sufficiently accommodating, and
stand ready to utilize an appro-
priate mix of available policy
tools in order to ensure that
monetary conditions are condu-
cive to the economic recovery.

The International Institute of
Finance (IIF) estimated a net
US$25.5 hillion flowed into
emerging markets in April,
against $37.1 billion in March.

Manop Udomkerdmongkol,
analyst of United Overseas
Bank, expects the rate to stay
unchanged in June 2016 as in-
flation pressure should remain
low.

—The Nation
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Soclal media on therise

%Y Business Buzz
Simon Wetherell

| HAV E been talking about the
power of social mediafor over
ayear now, but thereis no bet-
ter way to showcase this power
than to look at the US Presi-
dential circusthat isunfolding
right before our eyes.

As an avid follower of so-
cial media and how it is used
both successfully and unsuc-
cessfully, it is always
interesting to see examples of
when it is used really well.
And the ongoing US election
campaign provides us the best
current example. This is not
thefirst time that social media
was successfully used in elec-
tioneering, with the current
president owing a lot of his
political success to it.

Donald Trump, who it
seems is generally hated by
traditional and mainstream
media, has however, taken the
deployment of social mediato
a completely new level.

President Obama had a bril-
liant social media campaign and
spent millions of dollars on both
his campaigns (reportedly about
$USG00 million prior to the last
election). This year Hillary
Clinton and Bernie Sandershave
reportedly already spent over
$US150 million each, and Ted

As an avid follower of social media and how it is used both successfully and unsuccessfully, it is always
interesting to see examples of when it is used really well. Photo: Jason Howle

Cruz areported $US70 million.

But Trump has reportedly
spent |ess than $US50 million,
far less than any of his serious
rivals. And given the success
he has had, especialy taking
into consideration the negative
press that mainstream media
has published —he must be do-
ing something right. And that
appears to be his social media
footprint.

Trump has over seven mil-
lion Twitter followers, and has

been using this, as well as
other social media such as
Instagram, Facebook and
YouTube to his advantage.

To be fair, it also seems to
beacaseof Trumpbeinginthe
right place at theright time, as
people seem to be getting an-
noyed with the big institutions
and the information they
spread, believing that it may be
somehow biased or false. This
has built mistrust, and a gen-
eral feeling of resentment

Aeropostale has arrlved

Aeropostale now open in Jungceylon, Phuket Photo Chutharat Plerin

THE American franchise
Aeropostale opened up shop in
Phuket on May 10, making this
their 7th shop in Thailand.

The outlet is located on the
second floor of Jungceylon
mall, withits 2016 summer col-
lection on display.

“Some Thai people may not
know thebrand, so it might take
sometimeto gainlocal custom-
ers,” said Robinson Jungceylon
General Manager Denpong
Buntem.

“However, Aeropostale has

over 700 branches in America
and Canada, so tourists are
aware of the brand since it is
recognized internationally.

“We currently have our sum-
mer collection in stock,
including singlets, t-shirts and
dresses.”

Themanager aso noted that
this is the first branch in Thai-
land to house the collection.

“Qur clothes are light and
comfortable, and suitable for
beach wear,” he added.

— Chutharat Plerin

Fropeltyl.awm
Diligence

Visa & Work Permit

Tel : 091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.com
www.phuketinternationallaw.com

which also fuels the con-
spiracy factor.

So Trump has managed to
create and market hisown ver-
sion of Donald Trump, and
there have been a constant
flow of “Meet the real Donald
Trump” posts and content that
has been very well received by
the masses. Content that has
been carefully designed to
show avery genuine, real and
caring Trump has been plas-
tered over theinternet, and has

been shared and spread like
wildfire. Yet there has been
none of the normal fact check-
ing, or filter of BS from truth.
It has all been accepted as gos-
pel.

Also with his Twitter-feed,
Trump has been able to almost
create his own reality, and the
New York Times recently re-
ported that he has thereby
generated almost $2 billion
worth of free Twitter exposure.
So what can we learn from all
this?

Firstly, social mediaworks.
Secondly, if you create the
right content and branding,
and put it into the right mar-
ket segments, you can create
your own image or reality. Fi-
nally, and most importantly,
this can be done far more cost-
effectively than via any other
option.

So if your business is not
engaged in social media, or
you are not using it profession-
ally, isn't there enough
evidence to suggest it is time
to get serious?

Simon Wetherell is a Social Media
expert, trainer and lawyer. He now
resides in Phuket where he trains
businesses and individuals on
how to profit from the Social
Media industry. For more
information visit http://
PhuketOnlineMarketing.com or
call him on 095-085 3355.

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Reserve Your Storage Space

Call 076 29 29 09

mystorageasia.com

= %] Sizes to Suit all Budgets
F: ¥ Personal & Business Storape
ﬁﬁ— V' Motorcycle Storage

¥ Lett Luggage Service

V' Archive Storage
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This week’s eve

Introducing Phuket to the
famous flavors of France

TO CELEBRATE the grand opening of Good Spirit
South, the company staged a wine tasting on May 7 at
Centara Blue Marine Resort & Spa, hosted by Good
Spirit’s Southern Thailand representative. Naphatwong
Niyomadul. The company is the exclusive distributor of
boutique French wines from many famous regions,
including a variety of champagnes and wine for high-end
restaurants and resorts. Good Spirit’s aim is to promote
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Brice Laval, Good Spirit Co Ltd GM (left) with Naphatwong Niyomadul, Good Spirit’s Southern Thailand representative,
and his wife, Supparhat Niyomadul; and Sittikorn Soontornnont (right) from Wyndham Seapearl Resort & Spa.

quality French wine among consumers and businesses in
Krabi, Phang Nga and Phuket) and is looking for oppor-
tunities to establish a wine lovers club in Phuket.

Pakdee Tanapura, MD of Good Spirit Co Ltd (left) and his wife
Pachaisawat Sophie Tanapura,

Tiger Kingdom
Sages Roar Paty

TIGER Kingdom staged the Roar Party at Duangjit Resort and Spa Patong on
May 6 , as a ‘thank you’ to customers and agents. The company also presented
prizes to the 10 tour agencies that had made the most sales.

— | ] i !‘ . | i
The Tiger Kingdom management team (from left): Yuttapong Chaiyabutr, Deputy Managing

Director; Sorawoot Chaiyabutr, Deputy Managing Director: Kochakorn Chaiyabutr, Managing
Director; and Siripol Yongyoothvichai, Assistant Managing Director.

Lighthouse Market
saves the best for lad

CROWDS of happy, fun-hungry people gathered at the Boat Lagoon Marina for
thefinal Thefinal edition of this season’s Lighthouse Market, May 6-7. The theme
for the market was. Best For Last — Flavors of the World and offered a cornucopia
of taste from around the island and the world.

&4 Y
(From L-R): Saranyu Suwannasoonthon from Mezzo Forte Academy; Chawalit
Rattanachinnakorn; Boon Yongsakul, Deputy Managing Director of Boat Development Co
Ltd; Kanittha Prasopsirikul from By Kanittha and ML Sirinthip Yongsakul.
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nts in Paradise

Miss Thaland World contestants VISIt Phuket

ANGSANA Laguna Phuket Resort recently welcomed the Miss Thailand World
2016 contestants. The bevy of beauties visited the resort as part of atraining camp
and took the opportunity to get involved in activities around the resort. The final
of the contest will take place on May 28 at the Bangkok Convention Centre. The
winner will represent Thailand at Miss World 2016.

Pongpunt Wongnongteoi, BEC TERO Strategic Planning Director (left); Wen Mo, Angsana

Laguna Phuket Food and Beverage Sales and Marketing Manager; Supon Vichienchai, BEC
Ravi Chandran, Laguna Phuket’s MD (front row left ) with Claire Chiang, Senior Vice President = TERO Deputy Managing Director; Brian Connelly, Angsana Laguna Phuket GM; Suwida
Banyan Tree Holdings Limited and Angsana Laguna Phuket’s GM, Brian Connelly, greeted = Tanghom, Bangkok Airways Chief of Corporate Affairs; and Thitima Hoongcharoenwong,
the Miss Thailand World 2016 contestants as they arrived at the resort. BEC TERO Account Manager.

LH READY PACKAGE

Full Furnished Quality Detached House

from Land and Houses
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-ird Pracharat Marine
Pratection | nditute opens

A total of 60 people will be tralned as staff from forest and marine
preserve organizations: Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
head, General Surasak Kanjanarat. Photo: Brocken Inaglory

GENERAL Surasak Kan-
janarat, head of the Ministry
of Natural Resources and En-
vironment, chaired the open-
ing ceremony of the first
marine protection institute in
Thailand on May 15.

The Pracharat Marine Pro-
tection Institute, located in
Sirinat National Park, is based
on the 'Pracharat’ ideology of
economic partnerships among
the people, the government and
the private sector.

“The ingtitute is located in-
side the tourist and youth
service center of Sirinat Na-
tional Park in Nai Yang beach
area,” Gen Surasak said.

“Theinstitute will train staff
to become experts on marine
preservation,” he said. “Train-
ees will work toward marine
protectioninthe public, private
and governmental sectors.”

Gen Surasak said the insti-
tute will offer 160 hours of
training in the areas of marine
natural resource identification
and preservation, forest preser-
vation, sustainable diving, reef
maintenance and marine life
rescue. A total of around 60
staff members are expected to
undergo training as the first
class of the Pracharat Marine
Protection Institute.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

Thailand Yacht Show
dates announced

The Thailand Yacht Show returns to Ao Por Grand Marina in December. Photo: Phil Blake

THE dates for the second edi-
tion of the Thailand Yacht Show
(TYS) have now been con-
firmed for December 15-18,
with the massive event to be
held once again at Phuket'spres-
tigious Ao Por Grand Marina.
In making the announce-
ment, managing director Andy
Treadwell of show organizers
SYE Pte Ltd, noted that as a
joint venture with the Govern-
ment of Thailand, it was
important for the show to avoid
clashing with the dates for the
King's Cup Regatta (December
3-10, this year), and that most
stakeholders in the show had
agreed that "there is a better
chance of getting more of our

targeted high net worth visitors
from overseas to come to
Phuket just before the holiday
period redly starts."

He aso noted that the orga-
nizers had been working hard
with various Thai Government
departments, along with other
colleaguesin theindustry, "to at-
tract many more of the
Mediterranean-based charter
yachtsto Thailand for the winter
instead of [seeing them] going to
the Caribbean." Thus, "it would
not make sense in the long term
to hold the[Thailand] show right
inthemiddle of theinternational
charter season,” he said.

He said that the organizers
would soon announce "two or

three exciting ancillary events'
which would turn the show
into a mgjor festival of yacht-
ing and boating, and noted that
because it comes right on the
heels of the King's Cup this
year, the TYS would now at-
tract even more international
visitors than it did to the
show's launch edition in Feb-
ruary this year.

The Phuket Gazette and The
Nation multimedia groups are
proud to continue as national
media partners for this show,
which is already counted
among Phuket’'s 'Top Three'
annual events, alongside the
King's Cup and the Laguna
Phuket Triathlon.

IMAGINE running your busi-

hand the impact of ocean pol-

covered in rubbish. So we

Busness and pI easure go hand In hand at Coboat

nessfromamost anywhereinthe
world. Now imaginebeing onan
82-foot el ectric-powered catama:
ran and sailing around the world
while doing that. That's the idea
behind Coboat, which combines
theideaof co-working with sail-
ing, travel and adventure.

Many of us may be familiar
with the concept of co-working,
or sharing a rented office space
with others who usually don’t
work for the same organization,
or eveninthe samefield. Cobodt,
however, goesmuch beyond that.

Catering tothosewho identify
themsalvesas' digital nomads' or
‘location independent’, they aim
to bring together entrepreneurid,
innovative and creative people
who want to give back to which-
ever part of theworld they’rein,
explained Becky Méellor, a mar-
keting professional who has

The Coboat community takes part in beach cleanups to prevent rubblsh
going back into the ocean. Photo: Coboat

booked nine weeks on Caoboat.
The idea was hashed out by
four friendswho kick-started the
projectin 2015. Two of them are
stil on the team: Gerald
Schombs and Karsten Knorr.
“You can buy tickets in
weekly dotsandin return you get
towork and sail withlike-minded
individuas, often *skill-swap-

ping’ areas of business expertise
with those on the team. The con-
cept is to spend three to six
months in one region and then
move on to another location,”
said Ms Médllor.

“We believe Coboat serves
as a platform for much bigger
things. Karsten has sailed most
of his life and has seen first

lution. It is one of the biggest
threats facing our planet. As a
co-working space, Coboat will
be home to very creative, en-
trepreneurial minds and so the
opportunity we see, isto invite
the community to contribute
towards protecting our home -
the ocean. Coboat will serve as
aplatform to connect, educate,
innovate and kick start social
businessesin regionswevisit.”

The Coboat community also
takes part in beach cleanups to
prevent rubbish going back into
the ocean. So far, they have or-
ganized three beach clean ups
on Ma Khao Beach and col-
lected more than 50 bags of
rubbish in the region.

“On one of our recent sail-
ing trips we stopped at one of
the islands near Phi Phi. It was
atiny little beautiful bay, but

dropped anchor there that night
and used the 20 bin bags we
had on board to swim over, pick
up as much rubbish as we
could, and take it back to Phi
Phi to dispose of it,” said Ms
Mellor.

To further their mission on
cleaning up the oceans, they
also collaborate with Trash
Hero, which has a chapter
based in Koh Lanta.

“They [Trash Hero] are try-
ing to encourage hotels to stop
using plastic by providing re-
fillable stainless steel
containers. We are collaborat-
ing with them to establish
Coboat as a Trash Hero Chap-
ter” said Ms Méllor.

For information about their
events, application process and
more, visit www.coboat.org.

— Sahar Aftab Paliwala
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Phuket International Academy to join
global United World College networ k

PHUKET International Acad-
emy (PIA), located within the
grounds of Thanyapura, in the
north of Phuket, is set to be-
come the first and only United
World College (UWC) in Thai-
land, after two years of prepa-
rations and discussionswith the
London-based organization.

With an alumni represented
by more than 55,000 graduates
from all around the globe,
UWC has gained a worldwide
reputation for developing
young people who have a de-
sire to work towards achieving
peace and sustainable future.

We are excited about the di-
rection in which the school is
moving, said Julian Whiteley,
Chief Executive of Phuket In-
ternational Academy.

“We aim to challenge our
studentsin al areas of our edu-
cational program  and
encourage them to take the ini-
tiative, exercise self-discipline
and accept responsibility for
their actions. By so doing, they
will develop the skills and
qualities necessary for them to
live happy and successful
lives,” said Mr Whiteley.

“The decision to create a
UWC in Phuket will transform
the educational landscape on
the island and promote growth
in the north, particularly with
the school being so closeto the
airport.

“Already, | have talked with
some parents who are chang-
ing their life plan because they
want their children to be edu-
cated at a UWC. We have aso
had a number of people con-
tacting us from Bangkok as
they have heard the news and
intend to move to Phuket to be
part of our community,” added
Mr Whiteley.

Julian Whiteley, formerly
the Head of the United World
College of South East Asia,
Singapore — widely acknowl-
edged as being among the top
ten international schoolsin the
world — moved to Phuket be-
cause he shared the vision of
the founder of Thanyapura and
Phuket International Academy.

“Not only arethe aspirations
of UWC and Phuket Interna-
tional Academy very similar,
they align perfectly with my
own philosophy of education
and life,” said Mr Whiteley.

“At the heart of thisis a
deeply held belief that educa
tion is about the personal
development of all aspects of a

child, it is not just about aca-
demics. While it is possible to
learn a certain amount in the
classroom, so much more can
be learned by interacting with
the world outside school.
Hence the emphasis we place
on outdoor education and ser-
vice to the community,” said
Mr Whiteley.

In August, the school will
welcome 25 scholars from
around the world who have
been selected, not because of
their academic ability, but for
their leadership skills and
desire to be change-makers of
the future.

They will add to the cultural
diversity of the school.

Metinee Kingpayom, top
model and commentator of
The Face and The Star:

“lI am very glad that | de-
cided to choose PIA for my son,
Skye, as the school has a great
environment. The school pro-
vides awide range of excellent
facilities for children and par-
ents, as well as activities that
help us all bond.

I’'m really excited to hear
that PIA will become a United
World College of Thailand
(UWCT), which has an excel-
lent reputation across the
world.

TheUnited World Collegeis
well recognized for its unique
curriculum offering a broad
spectrum for the students. We
areliving inamodern world so
only studying textbooks is not

Metinee Kingpayom reads and bonds with her son Se. Photo: PIA

Phuket International Academy (PIA), due to become United World
College Thailand in August 2016. Photo: PIA

enough to make a person suc-
cessful these days.

There is already a healthy
mix of nationalitiesin PIA and
there will be even more diver-
sity after it becomes UWCT.

| believe the mix of nation-
alities, race and cultures along
with the smartly designed
UWC curriculum will enhance
our children’slearning, helping
them to understand others and
respect their differences.

These children are growing
up to create a bright and peace-
ful future; to make the world a
better place.”

Boon Yongsakul, Chair-
man of Boat Development
Company:

“PIA wasmy choice because
the school has a great environ-
ment. The surroundings are
natural and the people are nice.
| want my kidto grow upinthis
kind of friendly atmosphere.

| heard about PIA getting
chosen to be a UWCT. It is a
really great opportunity asl rec-
ognize that UWC is a very
well-known educational net-
work with an academic
program that makes students
learn more about the wide
world.

| am keen to see the great
changes when it completely
becomes UWCT as| believein
the UWC brand. | am confident
the UWC network will con-
tinueto grow acrossthe globe.”

Anthony Gould, Director of
Galileo Maritime Academy:

“When we moved to Phuket
we visited all the leading inter-
national schools and were
particularly impressed by the
atmosphere at PIA.

The friendliness of the staff
and studentsto al of usand the
attitude of the head of school
towards our daughter Victoria
was warm and genuine.

Thelocationis stunning and
the facilities are amazing, so it
was an easy choicefor my wife
and | and aso for Victoria

| was quite excited to hear
that PIA was to become the
Thailand UWC because the
UWC movement appeal sto my
sense of humanity, i.e. that
openness, awareness and shar-
ing throughout education and
in a transnational context are
thekeystolivingavaluablelife
and creating a better world.

So | am happy that my
daughter will be part of that
movement and we hope that
she will grow up with an open
mind and worldly understand-
ing way beyond that of pure
academic achievement.”

Garry Kirkland, Project Di-
rector, Marriott Vacation
Club, Asia Pacific:

“1 chose PIA for my children
because of the IB program. By
teaching children to consider
their learning in both local and
global contexts, 1B supports a
strong international view of the
world.

When | heard that PIA was
chosen to be a UWC school |
knew that the PIA student’sin-
ternational view would
develop to an even higher
level.

The diversity of students
provided by the UWC connec-
tion will provide learning
experiences for the children to
consider all questions from an
even more diverse global con-
text, important for educating
the international |eaders of to-
MOrrow.

| welcome the UWC and
look forward to the new energy
that will be created by the di-
versified student mix.”

Phuket International Academy is
located at Thanyapura, 115/15
Moo.7, Thepkasattri Rd., Thalang,
Phuket and can be reached via
phone at +66 76 336 076.

Or through their website
phuketinternationalacademy.com.
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Thelink between fungl depresson

Excuse Buster
By Craig Burton

COULD the fungus Candida
play arolein menta health?

Lawrence Wilson MD be-
lieves that a yeast overgrowth
isacommon cause of brain fog
and in some cases dementia,
because this fungus produces
substances that directly affect
the brain.

Acetaldehyde is one of these
substancesand isacommon neu-
rotoxin affecting thelives of tens
of millions of people. There are
four main routes that bring ac-
etaldehydeinto the human brain.
These are alcohol consumption;
Candida—‘theyeast syndrome’;
exhaust from cars and trucks,
and cigarette smoking. Think
about that for a moment, Can-
didaproducesthe sametoxinsas
those derived from smoke and
alcohol. These acetaldehydes
then promote damage to brain
structure, spinal cord, joints,
muscles and tissues through nu-
merous pathways.

Could thisneurotoxin then be
a cause of depression too? This
seems to be a possibility when
you connect the dots. But sadly
thisis never even considered in
standard ‘mental health’ treat-
ments. One recent example |
had of this connection wasfrom
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Candida produces the same toxins as those derived from smoke and alcohol. Photo: david pacey

a client who saw me last year.
Hisgirlfriend actually contacted
me to thank me for helping her
boyfriend and said | did more
to help than three years of anti-
depressants and therapy. This
client cameto lose some weight
and get fit when we started, but
after six months he achieved his
weight lossand fitnessgoalsand
was awhole new person physi-
caly and mentally. Yes, seeing
abody youlikeinthemirror and
feeling healthy can go a long
way to helping your mood, but
he and his girlfriend described

his transformation as being
lifted out of a ‘dark cloud'.
Could the clean anti-Candida
diet that | recommended have
played a role in improving his
mental state? As | am not a
medical doctor, | can’t say, but
being poisoned daily can’'t help
your sense of well-being.

| recently read ‘A Mind of
Your Own' by psychiatrist Kelly
Brogan MD. Dr Brogan be-
lieves that depression is not a
disease, but a symptom caused
principaly by systemic inflam-
mation throughout the body,

along with hormonal issueslike
thyroid dysfunction, gut issues
(like fungal infections) and
blood sugar imbalance. | believe
thisisa'must read for usdl, as
depression is now an epidemic
—what if diet and lifestyle could
make a big difference?

In Dr Brogan's opinion, in
order to reduce inflammation
we should eat a paleo (hunter-
gather) style diet with lots of
vegetables, plenty of good fats
(like olive oil, avocado, nuts,
seeds, butter, coconut oil and
eggs), plus high quality clean

(grass-fed, free-range, wild)
proteins at every meal.

Again, the culprits in pro-
ducing al thisinflammation, in
her opinion, are processed
foods high in sugar and addi-
tives, plus acohol and grains
(especially wheat). She also
recommends taking probiotic-
rich foods (like kim chee,
sauerkraut, natural plain yo-
ghurt and kefir) in order to fight
the bad bugs like Candida.
Neurologist Dr David
Perlmutter shares these exact
thoughts in his books *Grain
Brain’ and ‘ The Brain Maker’.
He says if you want to have a
healthy happy brain watch out
for those gluten grains espe-
cialy wheat, and don't forget
to eat plenty of good fats and
bacteria(probiotics) to keep the
pathogens under control.

Seems like the word is
spreading — our old food pyra-
mid, which told us too load up
on grains and cut the fats is
thankfully dying aproper death.
RIP aong with other nonsense
like margarine is good and but-
ter is bad for our health.

Craig Burton is a Certified Sports
Nutritionist (CISSN) with a
Bachelor of Science Degree
(Sports Science) and a National
Academy of Sports Medicine
(PES) certification.

Chronic body ach&s, be gone

PATONG Hospital hasrecently
launched a new physiotherapy
techniquefor theelderly, called
Methode Mezieres, in collabo-
ration with a French physio-
therapist named Eric Lon. Mr
Lon, now 65, works as a phys-
iotherapist in France.

Mr Lon explained that the
origins of the Methode
Mezieres technique dates back
to World War I1, when millions
of people in France were ad-
versely affected. It has been in
use for more than 60 years, to
heal chronic back pain and
aches, especialy for theelderly.

The traditional physio-
therapy technique focuses on
an ‘analytic’ approach to heal-
ing, working the body part by
part, said Mr Lon. Thiswasthe
method taught at all schools of
physiotherapy and used at hos-
pitals and clinics in France. It
had a shortcoming, though — i
did not work well for those suf-
fering from chronic aches.

In 1947, an experienced
French physiotherapist named
Francoise Mezieres modified
this technique to work for pa-
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Mr Lon is a regular visitor to the island. Photo: Chutharat Plerln

tients with chronic pain. A fe-
male patient, over 40 years of
age, had been suffering severe
back painsfor years and years,
to the point that she couldn’t
move her arms and legs at all.
The classic analytic physio-
therapy technique was useless
for her, so Ms Mezieres de-
cided to treat al the problems
together by stretching her back,
legs and arms at the sametime.

This innovative method of
treatment was successful and
soon began to be used on other

patients. Ms Mezieres al so pub-
lished abook about it, called ‘A
Revolution in Physiotherapy’.
Mr Lon specialized in the
Methode Mezierestechniquein
1977 in his home town of
Toulon. He hasalso studied dif-
ferent kinds of Thai massagein
Bangkok and Chiang Mai. A
tsunami survivor and a regular
visitor totheisland, Mr Lon has
published two books about his
life and is currently writing a
third.
— Chutharat Plerin

Childhood obesity on
therisein Thalland

ONCE rare in Thailand, child-
hood obesity is today on the
rise, with figures released by
Thailand’'s Ministry of Public
Healthin 2013 showing obesity
growth rates of 36 per cent in
pre-school age kids and 15 per
cent in school age children.

Obesity increasesthe risk of
high blood pressure, diabetes
and high cholesterol, which in
turn heightens the risk of kid-
ney failure.

Some obese children may
have a darkening skin around
the neck, which does not wash
off no matter how hard you
scrub. Known as acantho-
sisnigricans, this skin change
indicates the body is resistant
to insulin action, which in-
creases the prevalence of
diabetes.

Other hormones that regu-
late energy use are also
affected. Acanthosisnigricans
is caused by an abnormality in
a related hormone that over-
regulates skin pigmentation.

Processed sugar is one of the
leading causes of childhood
obesity. Photo: Christian Haugen

Insulin resistance is one of
the key factors leading to kid-
ney failure in obese children
even if there are no other com-
plications.

Hormonal disorders cause
high blood pressure and abnor-
mal  filtration, thereby
damaging the kidneys and al-
tering the kidney tissue.

Long-term complications
in the form of heart disease
and kidney failure in most
adults can be traced back to
childhood obesity.

— The Nation
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Tackling angling and cycling

[ _ I Blazing Saddles
& By Baz Daniel
MY PASSION for cycling
evolved at about the sametime
as my passion for fishing,
when | was a dlip of alad of
around ten summers. | was
lucky enough to find myself in
a family of keen anglers and
spent many happy boyhood
hourswith my grandfather, fa-
ther and sundry Scottish
uncles trying to entice trout
onto theend of aline, and sub-
sequently into a frying pan.

| quickly realized that the
most efficient way to get from
one pool to the next on rivers
and streams was on a bicycle
with asturdy frame and big, fat
tires. This harmonious al-
chemy, combining cycling and
fishing, has remained one of
my most enduring passions.

There is something primal
about being outdoors all day in
beautiful riverine surroundings,
hunting an elusive quarry and
expending abundant energy in
the clean, fresh air. So, when |
movedtolivein Phuket 10 years
ago, | looked for a place where
| could follow this passion, and
discovered the pleasures of
Khao Sok National Park.

Here, the fishing in the
eponymous Khao Sok River
and quarry includes the leg-
endary Mahseer, the Floyd
Mayweather of piscine deni-
zens, being the strongest
kilo-for-kilo fishy fighter in
the world.

It was to Khao Sok that | re-
cently took my trusty mountain

bike for a bit of riverside cy-
cling and fishing, in pursuit of
this elusive quarry.

We stayed at the wonderful
Our Jungle Guest House
(khaosokaccomodation.com),
who are able to help with al
sorts of jungle trips including
cycling and fishing adventures.

| had packed atelescopic fi-
ber-glass spinning rod and a
short section fly rod, both of
which fitted easily into my
backpack. Replete with shorts,
anold pair of sneakersinwhich

Slmple spl cy seafood sauce

Burst your tastebuds with this
simple spicy Thai-style seafood
sauce. Photo: Nick Davies

ONCE you have caught your fish
and decided how best to cook it,
sarveit up Tha syle with aspicy
sedfood sauce
Burdingwithflavor, thishot ‘r’
SOUr Sour citrus sauce (naam jim)
isamouthwatering dip to go with
any kind of seefood dish. Serveit
with grilled shrimp, creb, seamed
musclesor awholecharcod-grilled
fish. Preparein the traditiond way

inagtonepestleand motar or throw
thelot in ablender.
Ingredients

6 tablespoons fresh lime juice
3 tablespoons water

2 tablespoons fish sauce

1 tablespoon sugar

> teaspoon of st

15 dovesof galic

20 chilies

Fresh pardey

Method:
Ped the garlic gloves and pull the
stalks off the chilies then throw
them in the pestle and motar
together.

Pound away until the mixture
ismushy then add everything dse.
Sirital upfor anevenconsstency
and serve in smdl dipping bowls.
Add sprigs of pardey for thet find
touch of finese.

ie

to both cycle and wade the
river, copious lashings of mos-
quito repellent and my
somewhat bewildered dog ‘ Po-
lar,” | was set to go.

We left Our Jungle House
after asensational breskfast, and
then pedaled and paddled past
the visitor center and acrossthe
bridge over the Sok River, fol-
lowing the left-hand fork of the
track as it climbed steeply into
the body of rain forest.

Thisismost definitely moun-
tain biking territory, and thetrail

.\.

L ™\

After cycling to the Tongararo River in New Zealnd, Baz caught a rainbow trout for supper. Photo: Baz Daniel

abounds in steep, often rocky
climbs and descents. The local
fauna includes elephant, tiger,
leopard, gibbons, barking deer,
Malay sun bears and scaly ant-
eaters, some of which can be
seen aong this trail.

| rode along thefour kilome-
ters of trail, as sweat poured
and gibbons hooted, until we
reached a deep pool below
overhanging trees.

| waded out into the current
of the cooling river and flipped
both fly and spinner with dedi-

cation, but they were in uncoop-
erative mood, quite possibly due
to the low water levels.
Despite drawing a fishing
blank on this particular occa-
sion, westill had afabulousday
of invigorating exercise in im-
maculately clean, fresh air.
And just to show thismethod
of cycling with an angle redly
does produce results, here's a
photo of arainbow trout | caught
by exactly this method on New
Zedand's Tongararo River last
November. Tight lines!
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High cost of
land results in
raised prices

The company believes that
demand for homes is still strong.
Photo: Gazette file

PRUK SA Readl Estateisraising
the prices of itshomes by 5 per
cent this year because of the
higher cost of land, said Piya
Prayong, the company’s presi-
dent of value business.

The company hasalsoraised
its revenue target to 53 billion
baht, thanks to the
government’stemporary stimu-
lus measures for the real-estate
market, he said. The stimulus
expired last month.

Hesaidland priceshaverisen
by 20-30 per cent sincelast year.
This extra cost was mitigated
somewhat as construction-ma-
terial prices did not go up, but
Pruksadtill seestheneedtoraise
its residential prices.

“Although the economy is
not expected to grow much this
year, the company believesthat
demand for homesisstill strong
enough to target 8 per cent
growth in the value of the
Greater Bangkok residential
market to 383.18bn.”

— The Nation

Water education helps

By Amy Koh

EVERY April, the weather is
blistering hot in Thailand, and
it's been no exception this year
if not hotter. According to re-
ports, it has not been as hot as
this in Thailand for 65 years.
Intense heat, attributed to the
El Nino weather phenomenon,
is causing a severe drought and
water shortage throughout the
region.

No exception for Phuket and
driving around the island will
show how the effects of climate
change have affected the lakes
and ponds, which are dry and
barren.

The lush tropical green gar-
dens are now brown and dying
if proper care hasnot been dili-
gently given over the long
heatwave this year. Gardeners
are no doubt being kept very
busy this year — watering and
trying to keep the grass, plants
and trees alive as much as pos-
sible.

There have also been con-
stant disruptions to the water
supply for domestic use to
most areas on the island this
year, and the hire of water
trucks as an alternative source
isacommon sight in many de-
velopments. With the ever
increasing number of hotels,

.

Water scarcity is one of the main risks to businesses on the island,
and exposure to it can be minimized if it’s turned into a manageable
risk. Photo: Andrew Hart

housing estates, condomini-
ums and apartments on the
island, water supply can and
will be a serious problem in
the future.

The water management
cycleisquiteinteresting, start-
ing with the source of water
from rivers, lakes, oceans,
wells and dams. Water is then
treated through one or some of
the following methods namely
filtration, disinfection, clarifi-
cation, conditioning, softening
(not always in that order).
Then the water is either used

w1

domestically in homes for
cleaning and washing, or com-
mercially reprocessed. After
that, we have the waste treat-
ment cycle, where the water
goes through one or more of
these cycles of
filtration, disinfection, bio-
treatment and recycling.
Wastewater is then released to
theriver, ocean, irrigation and
sewers.

Water scarcity is one of the
main risksto businesses onthe
island, and exposure to it can
be minimized if it’sturned into

a manageable risk. Educating
locals, staff members, clients,
and touriststo conserve and be
diligent with the usage of wa-
ter is a way to lessen the
worsening problem.

There are now many new
technologies in recycling wa-
ter such as rainwater and
wash water, to water plants
and gardens, which help to re-
use treated wastewater and
also save money.

Improving sewage systems
promotes proper sanitation, and
water isthen cycled back to be-
ing clean drinking water.
Moves to improve irrigation
practices by planting plantsand
treesthat requirelesswater will
also help.

There are many things that
have to be considered when it
comes to water scarcity and
conservation, and it would be
good to see the commercial
sector taking collective steps
towards this cause. If every-
oneontheisland startsto take
a step towards improving and
making a difference no mat-
ter how small, we might not
have to wait for the water
truck to come by just to take
a shower.

Amy Koh is the sales manager of
Engel & Voelkers Phuket. To
contact Amy or for more
information, visit www.engel
voelkers.com/en/phuket

Resdential prices

RESIDENTIAL prices of new
projects along the Purple Line
could rise up to 50 per cent
when the mass-transit route
beginsits operations at the end
of 2016, according to a survey
by property agency Collier In-
ternational Thailand.
Associate director Surachet
Kongcheep said new condo-
minium projects being
launched around the Purple
Line from Bang Sue to Bang
Yai would offer prices between
30-50 per cent higher than
those in existing projects.
Thisfollows increases of up
to 30 per cent in land pricesin
areas around the mass-transit
route sincethe start of last year.
“The price of land around
Tao Pun station has been re-
corded at up to 500,000 baht
per square wah (4 square
meters) because the area from
Tao Pun to Bang Sue station
will be a new commercial hub
and logistics center when the

mass-transit routes — the Blue
Line extensions (Hua
Lumphong-Bang Khae and
Bang Sue-Tha Pra) and the
Purple Line — are linked in
2020,” he said.

According to asurvey by the
Agency for Real Egtate Affairs
(AREA), the price of land
around the Purple Lineroute has
been recorded at between 85,000
baht and 250,000 baht per square
wah, about 25 per cent higher
than 2015 levels.

The area around Tao Pun sta-
tion has seen the highest prices,
at more than 250,000 baht per
sguarewah, becausethelocation
till hasland for the devel opment
of residentia projectswhencom-
pared with Bang Sue, where
most of the land around the sta-
tion is state agency-owned and
there is limited space for either
residentia or commercid devel-
opment, the AREA and Collier
surveys both stated.

According to asurvey by The

boost along the PurpleLine

F
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v

Some projects have been completed, with transfers to customers

R

starting last year through to 2018. Photo: Stock.tookapic.com

Nation, the total number of con-
dominium unitslaunched around
the Purple Line route from Bang
Sue to Bang Yai, a 23-kilometer
stretch, is nearly 50,000.

There are 16 stations along
the route: Tao Pun, Bang Son,
Wong Sawang, Yaek Tiwanon,
Public Health Ministry,
Nonthaburi Civic Centre, Si
Phon Sawan, Yaek Nonthaburi

1, Phra Nangklao Bridge, Sai
Ma, Bang Rak Noi-Tha It,
Bang Rak Yai, Bang Phlu, Sam
Yaek Bang Yai, Talat Bang Yai
and Khlong Bang Phai.

Some projects have already
been completed, with transfers
to customers starting last year
and running through 2018.

Both listed companies and
small and medium-sized prop-

erty companies are developing
residential projects in this lo-
cation. For example, Pruksa
Real Estate has launched five
condominium projects with a
total of 5,796 unitsworth 11.04
billion baht.

Supalai has launched three
condo projects worth up to six
billion with a combined 2,877
units, and AP (Thailand) has
four projects worth up to six
billion, with 4,658 units.

Eastern Star Real Estate's
two billion Amber condo-
minium will contain 563 units,
while SC Asset Corp has
launched the Centric Tiwanon,
offering 1,063 units.

Sansiri, meanwhile, has
launched the dcondo
Rattanthibeth with 1,325 units.

Pacific Star Thailand’slatest
condominium, The Posh
Twelve, is located close to the
MRT Public Health Ministry
station, with 1,394 units.

— The Nation



May 21 - 27, 2016

PROPERTY

PHUKET GAZETTE 19

Surin Beach returns

By Kongleaphy Keam

AFTER years of delays and
last minute attemptsto saveil-
legal beach businesses from
thewrecking ball, Surin Beach
has finally been restored to its
‘natural’ state. In what seems
to be a rather quick rise from
the rubble, officials have an-
nounced the beach’s grand
opening set for June 9.

It is now being called the
‘Beach of Honor’ or
Rajabhakti Park, following the
honorable visit by HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej in 1959.
“The opening next month isto
celebrate the success of the
beach management project in
Phuket in addition to leading
up to Surin’s‘ Beach of Honor’
status,” stated Vice Governor
Chokdee Amornwat.

A number of projects are to
be presented such as a photo
contest and exhibition in the
theme of royal duties in mod-
ern-day and historical Phuket,
aPhuket gastronomy food con-
test, an exhibition and
information booth for sail
boats, local sports, cultural lo-
cal performances, and many
other activities to honor the
King.

The ‘Love the beach com-
munity’ project to take care of
all beaches will also be pre-
sented and launched at the
same event.

The ‘Love the beach community’ project to take care of all beaches will also be presented and launched at
the grand opening of Surin Beach. Photo: Gazette file

“We have done beach man-
agement since 2014 up until
2016, and want Phuket to be
amodel for other provinces,”
V/Gov Chokdee said. “Cur-
rently, we have a budget of
about 60 million baht for the
Surin Beach development
plan in order to make it the
‘beach of honor’, but itisstill
being reviewed with relevant
officers for ideal execution,”
he added.

The following is a list of
projectsfor Surin Beach devel-

opment:

-Queen Sirikit Botanical
Garden

-Exhibition center of
projects initiated by His Maj-
esty the King in 76 provinces

-Exhibition of favorite sports
of HM the King, including a
sailboat museum and golf
course

-Photo exhibition center of
royal duties in Phuket

-King's pavilion

-Seven King of Siam statues

-Others, depending on the

New hote aimed at officals

BEST Western Hotels and Re-
sorts has opened the Best West-
ern Plus Wanda Grand Hotel to
serve officials and MICE trav-
ellers.

Located on Chaeng Wattana
Road north of Bangkok, the ho-
tel is close to the government
complex, Impact Convention
Center, World Medica Center,
several mgjor retail and enter-
tainment areas and Don
Mueang International Airport.

Best Western'sfifth property
in Bangkok joins the Best
Western Plus at 20 Sukhumvit,
Best Western Premier Ama-
ranth Suvarnabhumi Airport,
Best Western Klassique
Sukhumvit and Best Western
Premier Sukhumvit.

The group plans to expand
further, with the first two Vib
hotels entering Bangkok in
2018. Olivier Berrivin, manag-
ing director of Asian
operations, said on May 17 that
the new hotel would bring a

The hotel is expected to become
a hub for the meetings and events
market. Photo: Mark Fischer

vast array of international
amenities to north Bangkok.

“With Thailand's largest
convention center and the seat
of the Thai government nearby,
we expect this exceptional ho-
tel to become afavoritewith the
corporate, government and
meeting, incentive, convention
and exhibition (MICE) and
medical and retail services,”
he said.

The 30-square-meter supe-
rior king and twin rooms are
ideal for short-term business

and leisure stays. They are
equipped with floor-to-ceiling
windows, large work desks
with power outlets, flat-
screen TVs with satellite
channels and complimentary
WIFI.

With a wide range of fully
equipped function spaces
spread across four floors, it
can cater to corporate and so-
cial events of all types and
sizes.

It offers a choice of eight
function rooms, ranging in size
from 95-130 meters, plus the
vast 927m Wanda Grand Ball-
room for large events of up to
900 people, including lavish
weddings.

For families, long-stay
guests or those who ssmply de-
sire a little more space, the
hotel also features one and two-
bedroom suites, ranging in size
from 58-88m and featuring spa-
cious living aress.

— The Nation

budget and planning

“Every building included in
this project will be designed in
Sino-Portuguese style. We have
currently set up meetings with
al relevant officers, and are
having discussions about the
budget to make these plans
shape up as soon as possible,”
Vice Gov Chokdee said.

“We want Surin to be the
second Rajabhakti Park or
‘Beach of Honor’, in addition
to the one in Hua Hin,” he
added.

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE, AIR CONDITIONERS & PLUMBING

OUR SERVICES

Reveded:
Loft style
houses

The project is Mono Phuket.
Photo: The Attitude Club PR

THE Attitude Club Phuket has
revealed its first Japanese loft
home. The company is well
known for its‘ Foto Hotel’, one
of the finest resorts in the
region.

“Theprojectisnamed‘Mono
Phuket’, and will be located in
Koh Kaew near British Interna-
tional School and Soi Palai near
Phuket Zoo in Chalong,” said
Red Estate Director Kanokpan
Pranveerapaiboon.

“Both single and twin houses
will be available in a unique,
simple Japanese loft style
home,” he added. “Each house
will betwo-story with three bed-
rooms, three bathrooms, a
kitchen and aliving room, with
an attached backyard in a total
area of 160-400 square meters.
Each home will be priced from
4.49 million baht.”

Construction will begin in
June and will be finished by
December 2017.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

Email: keehinphuket@gmail.com www.keehin.com

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass) , T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076- 261 477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com
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LAND FOR SALE PATONG TOWER/ LAND FOR SALE POOL VILLA - KAMALA NAI YANG LAND
3-minute drive to Surin Beach. ANDAMAN BEACH SUITES KARON BEACH Fully furnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 QUICK SALE

1.4 rai. 36 million baht. For more CONDO Nice sea view, 400sgm. 4 million  bathrooms. For sale: 12 million  Great investment. 8 rai. Prime
information, please call 081-868 Tel: 080-692 6114 . Email: patong  baht. Tel: 091-040 2471. Email: baht. For more information, piece. Nai Yang. Near airport.
7676. realestate @ gmail.com naruchai@gmx.de please call 087-131 4947. Road frontage. Chanote. 25 mil-

lion baht/rai. Tel: 093-624 7487
(Thai). Email: supha2007 @ hot
mail.com

MAI KHAO LAND

ASIA PACIFIC
PROPERTY

AWARDS

ARCHITECTURE

1 = - : Khao. East coast. 3 rai-2

¥k k% Kk Vi - TRINRIE . ngan-24sqw. For sale: 45

ITECTURE — = 5 million baht. Tel: 081-867

3 S ; 6466. Email: jariya.sung
tong@windyboats.asia

NEW Waterfront Home NICE STUDIO CONDO

FOR SALE
For Sale

in Loch Palm Golf Club, Phuket, a must...see!
Contact:
Kenneth C. Abday: +668-1649-3557
Email: ken@phuketlifestyle.com
www.phuketlifestyle.com

2.5 RAI 52sqm, sea view, 6 minutes
FOR 7.5 MILLION BAHT from beach, close to the ac-
O.N.O. tion in the heart of Patong

yet very quiet on 9th floor.
Newly renovated only 60,000
baht per sqgm. 2 pools, gym.

In Thalang near Thanyapura
(PIA), beautiful, flat land. Cha-
note title. Email: islandsmaker

@gmail.com For more details, please
call 089-212 5342 (English).
Email: nicecondoforsale
POOL SEA VIEW VILLA 2016 @gmail.com

Fully furnished, 4 bedrooms, 5

4-bedroom & 3-bathroom bathrooms, 2 office rooms.
guesthouse. Chanote title. Maid’s room, swimming pool. 4-

974.5sqm land, 300sqm car spaces. Price from 18 million

Tel: 085-796 5771. Email: Nai Harn. Tel: 076'383488, 081-

ornen29 @ hotmail.com 537 7137. Email: khunapp @
hotmail.com

Royal place condo, 3fl at the cormer with swimming

- pool view, 45s5gm. Fully furnished. ]
j - . Kata Beach center. 5/6 big
- Pls contact 086-4769612 | annanoil @hotmail.com bedrooms, big living and ter-
races. Indoor / outdoor kit-
INTERMNATIONAL chen, fully furnished, jacuzzi
LULAS E UK ET o with the sun set view. Total
RENTING BUYING SELLING DCONDO KATHU 1RA 1\6(5,L(*\)M$.)JCHEIILS‘IE\l VIEW fSOSqm' .Prg’ate e'e"atlor e”(;

. . rance, Inaoor pool an

. - FORSALE ° A ;
Large selection of foreign style condo's and villas. > 1or2 rai, 180° ocean view. 240t | sauna, parking. Close to the
Go to www. internationalvillasphuket.com 6th floor, nice viewandgood | SFALTY B8 o it | beach and other facilities.
. _ 3 price: 1 million baht only. ply. Freehold. 5.7 million baht Reduced price from 35 mil-
Tel: 076-381188 | Fax: 076-381199 | Mobile: 093-621 3133 Please call 089-729 9009 | rai. Formore information, please | |ion paht. For quick sale:
Head Office: 26/32, Moo 5, T.Rawai, Phuket (English). Email: ksenia. | call 084-625 5090 (English). | 29 million baht. Tel/sms:
Email: nina.neale@internationalvillasphuket.com kukonos @gmail.com grfr‘::i'l'-coﬁm“-h"'s-sun“se @ | 081-788 8280.
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PROPERTY FOR RENT RECRUITMENT

PERFECT LOCATION
PATONG

Fully furnished, spacious 1-
bed condo with wrap-around
balcony located in the heart
of Patong, just a 5-min walk
from Bangla Road, nightlife
and Jungceylon Shopping
Mall. 2 pools, free wifi, open
living plan kitchen/dining,
king bed, separate shower
and bath. 28,000 baht per
month. Contact for more de-
tails. Tel: +852-9-794245
(English). Email: casajope
@yahoo.com

KATA GREAT SEA VIEW
CONDO
Limited special promotion. May
- October. 20,000 baht/ month.
Kata Beach. Tel: 087-282 3724.
Email: keywest_aloha@hot
mail.com

4-BEDROOM POOL VILLA
Quiet, modern, fully furnished,
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2
kitchens, aircon, fast internet,
TV, swimming pool, large ga-
rage, 700 meters from Nai Yang
Beach. 35,000 baht / month.
Nai Yang Beach. Tel: 081-837
4775 (English), 092-431 5962
(English & Thai). Email: slarti@
onthenet.com.au

RAWAIPOOLVILLA
FOR RENT

2-3 bedrooms from 45,000
baht/month. Tel: 081-538
4588. Email: info@purimas
property.com

PROPERTY

WANTED

APARTMENT /HOTEL
NEEDED
We are serious buyer, looking
for buying 30 -50 key small
apartment/ hotel in Phuket. Tel:
081-821 6600. Email: victor@
sachayan.com

—
e

Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sgm, 2 fi. Studio room,
fully furnished.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

SEAHORSE FURNITURE

Samples for sale 50% off retail price.

EAHORSE

Tables, beds, chairs, sofas, loungers

‘JSASIA

We are looking for active colleague to work in our team
department as a “Text & Content Editor”. Interested
candidates must be fast learner, self-motivated,
creative and keen to learn new things, IT and also a
team player.

Text & Content Editor

» Knowledge of German language

» Text and content checking and correcting

» Work with editing text program

> Art or imagination of design

» Experiences as a text editor would be an advantaged

Qualifications:

» Male/female, Thai national

» Fluent in English and German languages, reading and writing

» Good knowledge of computers (Windows or Macintosh)
and internet

» High responsible and punctual

> Able to work as a shift with team or independently

Salary & Welfare:

» Salary, Social Security Insurance, tax, food, etc.

» Incentive and bonus: depends on qudlity, skills and experiences

» Training and work full time locally or in an oversea countries
(Germany - Hong Kong)

Interested applicants should submit resumes stating
qualifications, previous work experience and position,
along with a recent photograph to:

VS Asia Co., Lid. (HR Department)
42 Moo 3, Palai 2, Chaofa Road, Chalong, Muang, Phuket 83130
Tel: 076-380600 | Fax: 076-3804605
Email: inffo@vsdma.com

= E""u ¥4

Great quality golden teak tables and sunbrella sofas.

lease visit our showroom. Tel: 093-628 5497,

o,

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED, << 25"

PROPERTY SERVICES

INTERMNATIONAL

YVILLAE PHUKET

RENTING BUYING SELLING

Large selection of foreign style condo's and villas.
Go to www.internationalvillasphuket.com

Tel: 076-381188 | Fax: 076-381199 | Mobile: 093-621 3133

Head Office: 26/32, Moo 5, T.Rawai, Phuket
Email: nina.neale@internationalvillasphuket.com

FIND YOUR DREAM PROPERTY
NOW ON

DDproperty.com

NO.1 PROPERTY WEBSITE IN THAILAND

DEe sz som movery i DDproperty

[FrE— -

PART-TIME
PHOTOGRAPHER

You will work 2 days a week for
minimum 2 months to produce
website and social media con-
tent for a jewelry company. Can-
didates should speak good
English and know photo editing
solutions like Photoshop. Lo-
cated at Royal Phuket Marina.
Tel: 086-025 0604. Please send
portfolio and CV to Henry at
hcumberlege @ hotmail.com

ADMIN/ACCOUNTANT
NEEDED

Need admin/accountant support
(full-time or part-time). Good En-
glish and computer skills. Start
immediately. Salary & working
days are negotiable. Cherng
Talay. Tel: 095-429 9806. Email:
chingarivillas@gmail.com

SALES ADVISORS &
AGENTS

Pulse-TV is looking for part and
full-time Sales Advisors and
Agents due to our continued
success and exciting expan-
sion. Positions available in
Phuket, Bangkok, Hua Hin and
Samui. Excellent financial in-
come with part-time hours to
suit. Successful candidates
need to have good English and be
self-motivated. Full training is
provided. Send your CV to
sales @pulse-tv.net or call 099-
316 6212.

5-STAR RESORT
NHA TRANG - VIETNAM
Applicants please apply to the
following address for a GM posi-
tion at careers @ mianhatrang.
com - No phone calls.

ENGLISH TEACHERS

P/T Kindergarten, Rassada
area, Phuket City. Mornings. F/
T, NES, Fem + Deg + TEFL etc.
Immediate start. Phuket City.
Tel: 076-307057, 089-139 8453
(English & Thai), 091-647 5465
(English). Email: Giles@ecc.
ac.th

CUSTOMER SUPPORT
MANAGER

Senior customer support
manager / representative
to work independently from
office and home to build and
manage CSR department
for small telecom compa-
ny. Duties: speak to cus-
tomers by phone and email,
create customer support op-
erating procedures, deliver
daily reports, escalate in-
quiries to other depart-
ments, use CRM software
to create and manage sup-
port ticket system. Perfect
English skills written and ver-
bal. Min 5 years experience.
6 days a week: Mon-Sat
9am-5pm. Email: exec.ad
min @ securecomm.mobi
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Alcohnlice

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

HARWELL LEGAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICE
UK, SCANDINAVIAN, US TV FREE CONSULTATION

IPTV - 100S OF CHANNELS

Anonvmoniic

Our Legal Services:

« Litigations and Notices Services
* Thai Wills & Testaments
« Marriage Registration and Divorce

U sluy
diatds uUss
oo, Sutn Ko CATCHUPTV
081-895 4763 Never miss a programme

Child Custody and Adoption

Tel: +66-(0)76-383180 | Mobile: +66-(0)89-633 3662

084-307 7408 PREMIUM CHANNELS Email: office@harwell-legal.com

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com

Google A& Phuket All Sports/MowTes 9/51 Moo 9, Chaofa East Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phuket

www.harwell-legal.com
Competitive prices, EXCELLENT back up service 9

All from Europe’s Leading IPTV Specialists

PETS Call +66 84 889 3685 : ,
or email: E: jurgenkamerbeek@hotmail.com | 'RED ROSE' GIFT AND SOUVENIR = RAWAI, PHUKET
for your FREE consultation
GERMAN SHEPHERD | N | Sogway z-uheei e baancing scooer... (T AT RED ROSE
PUPPIES o Daily rent: 1,000 baht per day!
Puppies available for sale, LEARNING THAI o Long-term rent: Excellent rates
German Shepherd father © For sale: Best prices! Starting at [E[1154 59,500 baht
and German Shepherd IN THALANG COMPUTERS S 0 T e
mixed Rottweiler mother. Available on Tuesdays, Thurs- n&-llh 4 odels ' )
10,000 baht. Tel: 076-526 | days and Saturdays. For more e
640, 087-383 4452. Email: | information, please visit our Hoverboard
banwattana @gmail.com website at www.learningthai COMPUTER SALES o (a8 11,500 baht!
phuket.com & SERVICES Self-Balanced Unicycle (Airwheel)
_Viruz rfmozf’“- S\E’.gm fiISter- = Gyro technology, ultra practical, economical. Amazing fun!
CLUB MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE ing. Networking. Video. Sur 16,500 baht
Town. Contact Tim Rice. Tel: Sport Camera
086-475 9244 (English & o [8108 ] 6,750 baht! Best pri ilable!
MUST SELL! GOLF LIFE MEMBERSHIP Thai), 086-475 9234 (En- ﬂﬁe@t on m:mar:et ﬁﬂil;;::mdﬂw&mw
PCC membership. All offers  Life membership at Loch Palm glish). Email: tim@phuket- | | .. _ 7o T y
considered. Make an offer. Tel  Golf Course. 550,000 baht. Tel: | mail.com Mermaid Tails - fully swimmable!
089-868 8313. 089-724 1505. o Awesome! Best girls gift ever! Available in pink,
blue & beautiful rainbow 3,000 baht!
i
X M L: 087- ;

PROPERTY &
BUSINESS FOR SALE

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

SEAHORSE FURNITURE

Samples for sale 50% off retail price. EAHORSE
FRiEHIT RN

Tables, beds, chairs, sofas, loungers.

Great quality golden teak tables and sunbrella sofas.

Vi

Laguna area, located in Boat Avenue Complex, high quality equipment for sale at Ka- Pleasa visit our showroom. Tel: 093-428 5497
stainless steel appliances, seating area and bar. Ready to go thu. Price: 12 million baht or ; b g '
in days. No key money. Contact by phone or email. Tel: 081- any fair offers. Please call GESS FIRST COME FIRST SERVED, © 5SS

090 1608 (English). Email: jukeboxphuket@ gmail.com 093-656 5064.
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2006 REGAL 2665 ] _
COMMODORE THAILAND'S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

2006 Regal 2665 Commodore.
Just serviced and ready for new

season. Owner moving. Quick
sale: 1.5 million baht. Tel: 080- | IS E E ™M A R_\I NE
826 4665. Email: legros_pat@ Inpeterrrcitionad AMarie OSSroforage

yahoo.fr m”

SINCE 1997

.I.-'nrmula 45 [2009] Cgsf;u;r; E;’EI:;WH: at [2007]
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS ~ USD$330.000 i

WWW.LEEMARINE.COM
MARTIN HOLMES MARCUS OVERMAN JIM POULSEN
+b6 81 B91 7057 +56 81 968 1437 +46 81 891 3237

marbindlaamaring nel marcusidlesmaring. nat jirm dloemaring. not

WHEELS

&
MOTORS

Riviera M40D Sport Crulser [2007]  Princess 21m (2009]
£,500,000 THB UsD%1,199,0000

SUBARU XV SPORT 4WD

Full options, 14 months, 3,500

km, showroom condition. For

sale: 950,000 baht. Finance —— s

available. Tel: 084-845 4743. P . Pershing 72 (2009] Falmer Johnson B4 [1968/2013]
= - USD$1,455,000 USD$590,000

MAZDA BT50 FREESTYLE

2.5DTI T T . e
2009, one farang owner, no ac- - e - ’ : R e ——
cidents, ABS, 85,xxxkm, service : 1 g = =
history, tax - 6 August 2016, in- !
surance - 22 July 2016. 375,000 USD$695,000 BET—.:EE g- c‘ululn E?ﬁl sﬂ;E?a [ESI:I 2&:; Custom [2004]

baht (offers invited). Cherng
Talay. Tel: 090-165 4174 (En-
glish). Email: earpgosport@
gmail.com

CARS FOR RENT

Short or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. Tel: 083-104 12
06. Email: bcarrent@hot
mail.com

HONDA WAVE
1251 PGM FlI
2 owners with 27,xxxkm, 2012,
fast bike, black/gold. For sale:
25,000 baht. Cherng Talay. Tel:
090-165 4174 (English). Email:
earpgosport@gmail.com

or promote your event!

#&%  Thailand Yacht Show |

THAILAND

2016 11-14 Feb 2016 L

Fly your brand

CAMRY HYBRID
Top model. Silver, 3 years used,
21,600km. Lady owner. 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 081-893 7068.

We add buzzzzz, and do it
2014 CHEVY COLORADO

_PICK UP where the message cannot be missed!/
Black. mint condition. 4-door crew
e es b e Tel: 076-273555
sel. Automatic. Power steering. Ask for John or Oranee

Navigation system. DVD player.
Aircon. Tinted windows. Pro bed-

liner. Alarm. Fold down back Phuket Gazette

seats. Tel: 085-617 8441. Email:
rachelkayaks @ gmail.com
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Aiming high in community hospitality

By Nick Davies

WHEN he was first posted to
Phuket for six monthsasaman-
agement trainee with the
Sheraton, Luxembourg na-
tional Claude Balteswasn't too
keen on the idea of living and
working on an island.

Instead, after anintroduction
to the hospitality world with a
stint at the Shangri-La Hotel
Kuala Lumpur, he had visions
of working inthefood and bev-
erage division of a large
five-star city hotel in Southeast
Asia

Nevertheless, it was an
opening all the same, so hetook
the job and gradually came
around to the reality that afew
years experience was in order
to kick start his career.

After a couple of weeks in
Phuket, Claude spent an
evening relaxing on the beach
with colleagues and some
sundowners, from whence
came the realization: ‘Maybe
thisplaceisnot so bad after all’.

Since then, this resilient
Luxembourger has gone
through all the country’s big
crises: the 1997 financial crash;
the 2004 tsunami; and the

Mom Tri's Kitchen

at Villa Royale, Kata Noi Beach

Y/
TRIPADVISOR

TRAVELLERS'
CHOICE WINNER

SARS and bird flu epidemics,
to name afew.

During his tenure at the
Sheraton, Claude walked into
the Banyan Tree lobby and
ended up working there for six
years. Then, after a three-year
stint in Indonesia, Claude re-
turned to work at Phuket's Six
Senses Resort in Rawai for
seven years.

Now, armed with at least a
dozen yearsexperience at some
of the world’s best resorts, he
turned his hand to projects and
pre-opening works — oversee-
ing four hotel openings in as
many years; one in Krabi, one
in Bangkok and two in Phuket.

In 2010, Claude formed the
Rawai-Nai Harn Business
Community, reaching out to a
handful of hoteliers and busi-
ness operators at the southern
end of the island with the aim
of collaborating to improve and
promote the area as a tourist
destination.

Thetask set for the business
community wasfor membersto
collaborate on a destination
marketing campaign aimed at
promoting the local flair of
Rawai and Nai Harn among
locals, tourists and expats.

Elegant Dining By the Sea
Open every day from 07.00 to 23.30 hrs.

Y

Reservation please phone +66 (0)76 333 568 ~ &

Membership fees were
agreed upon — 9,000 baht ayear
for small businesses such as
dive shops and restaurants, and
18,000 baht a year for larger
outlets — to fund a collabora-
tive marketing drive and
community activities such as
beach restoration and charity
eventsto helplocal school chil-
dren.

The community also came
up with adiscount card to drive
customersto members' outlets.
They jointly promoted Rawai
and Nai Harn as atourist desti-
nation at trade shows and
created the web portal
rawainaiharn.com.

The business community is
growing in members—compris-
ing boutique resorts and
restaurants in the area, includ-
ing Friendship Beach,
Atmanjai, O2 Beach Club, Se-
renity Resort & Spa, The
Mangosteen, Old Dawg
Coaching and Sunsuri Phuket,
where Claude has been the gen-
eral manager since 2014.

Sunsuri Phuket, near Nai
Harn Beach, isa 150-room hill-

-~

sideretreat owned and operated ahead of some big events
by afamily fromnear Bangkok. planned over the next few
With Claude at the helm as months — an opportunity, he
General Manager, says, for local busi-
the resort won nesses to collect-

several  Trip ively makeadiffer-

Advisor awards ence by giving

in 2015. . . back to the local
Thebusiness : &, Community with

community’s “‘:" ﬂ their brand.

most recent col- . I ;

laborative [ o

Claude Baltes.

community ser- _ >
Photo: Nick Davies

viceactivity wasa
mass cleanup of
Nai Harn Beach
involving about 130
people.

With the high
season over,
Claude is call-
ing on other
movers and
shakers in
Nai Harn
and Rawai
to join the
business
group
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