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‘MY FAMILY DISOWNED ME AND KICKED ME OUT’

rugqing

B AIDScasss
In Phuket are
the highest in
Thalland

By Chutharat Plerin

EIGHTEEN year old ‘Nok’ is
a normal, healthy-looking
school girl struggling to cope
with adark past brought about
by the shame and stigma of
being diagnosed HIV positive.

She found out she had con-
tracted the disease when she
became pregnant at 15 years
old.

“1 was scared and confused.
| asked my parentsfor help and
they made me abort the baby,”
she recalled.

“I live and study in Phuket
because it's hard to be around
the people | know back home
in Bangkok. My parents check
on me regularly and | go to
school like other girls. How-
ever, not al my friends know |
have HIV.

“1 am trying to live my life
asnormally asl can, but | don’t
want to get romantically in-
volved with anyone as it will
be awkward when they find out
about my condition. | feel that
people treat me differently
when they find out the truth,”
said Nok.

Patong bar worker ‘A€’ is
another woman struggling to
cope with the disease. At 32
years old, Ae already looks
worn down from a lifetime of
struggling to support herself

Over the last 27 years, the PPHO has recorded 8,324 cases of HIV. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli.

through drug addiction as well
as dedling with having AIDS.
From an early age she worked
in Pattaya before moving to
Phuket.

“l had a very careless atti-
tude about my health—1I drank,
shared needles while doing
drugs and had unprotected
sex”.

MsAe admitted that despite
asking her customers to use
condoms, not all of them

agreed to do so. “I did not re-
sist much because | did not
want to lose clients. | did not
make wearing condoms astrict
rule for my customers because
| wasn't really aware of the
dangersof HIV then,” shesaid.
One of the worst things
AIDS sufferers have to deal
with is regjection by society.
“People’s attitudes towards
me changed when they found
out | was HIV positive; not so

much my friends and cowork-
ers — they didn’t treat me any
differently —but my family dis-
owned me and kicked me out
of the house, despite the fact
that | had helped to build it,”
said MsAe.

“1 had to return home when
| got very ill about four years
ago, but my stepmother said
she couldn’t...

Continued on Page 4-5

Thal gar hit
with criminal
defamation

THE aleged owner of 24 rai
of land on Naka Noi Island
has filed a crimina defama-
tion lawsuit against afamous
Thal actor involved in the
land dispute on the small
island off Phuket’ s east coast.

Full story Page 3
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Return of the
pink jelyfish
BLOOMS of ‘pink jellyfish’
spotted off the coast of Krabi
have prompted officials to is-
sue awarning to tourists not to
swim in some areas of Phi Phi
National Park.

“We don’t know exactly
what species of jellyfishwithin
the Pelagiidaefamily they are,”
said Charatsee Aungtonya, a
marine expert from the Depart-
ment of Marine and Coastal
Resources (DMCR). “How-
ever, based on the photographs,
especially with regards to their
tentacles, it is best to avoid
them.”

Noppharat Thara - Mu Ko
Phi Phi National Park Chief
Chaiya Chaikham issued the
jellyfish warning.

“We spotted the blooms off
Koh Mai Pai [Bamboo Island].
It's very normal for the time of
year. They should be gone
within aweek,” he said.

Mr Chalya was also unable
to specificaly identify the jel-
lyfish beyond the local name
for them, which translates as
‘red jellyfish'.

“As far as | know, they are
venomous, but their stings are
not lethal,” he said.

“If you are stung by these
jellyfish, pouring vinegar on
the wound can help relieve the
pain. However, some people
may have alergic reactions to
the stings, so we have medical
teams on standby.”

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Propdler kills
fisherman
taking aleak

A MYANMAR fisherman uri-
nating off the back of a boat
was killed after falling into the
water and getting caught in the
propeller on April 9.

Three-eyed kids art
causes controversy

Paintings of three-eyed children by Thai graffiti artist Patcharapol Tangruen (Alex Face) that recently
appeared on the walls of the Baba Museum on Phang Nga Road in Phuket Town have stirred up controversy
among members of the Phuket Old Town Committee, who are concerned that the paintings do not reflect
traditional cutlure. Phuket City Municipality defended the artwork, saying that the paintings depicted
children playing hide-and-seek. For the full story visit PhuketGazette.net Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong.

The 30-year-old fisherman,
named by police only as Mr
Nai, reportedly fell off the edge
of fishing boat Eakmomg-
kolchai 111 into the spinning
blades below.

“Nitikorn Sangklapo, 43, the
captain of the boat, reported
that the incident occurred at
about 9:45pm. We responded
immediately and dispatched
emergency medical personnel
to the scene, not far from Koh
Dok Mai,” said Phuket Marine
Police Chief Panya Chaichana.
“However, Mr Nai suffered
fatal wounds to his torso and
thighs. He was pronounced
dead at the scene.”

— Chutharat Plerin

Bridge opened
after 20 years

TRANSPORT Minister
Arkhom Termpittayapaisith
chaired the grand opening of
the much-anticipated Klong

i
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Koh Pee Flyover on April 6.

The roadway, officially
named Thep Srisin Bridge,
connects Sakdidet Road Soi 7
directly to Saphan Hin.

“The bridge will improve
traffic flow. Additionaly, it is
a beautiful structure that is a
boon to Phuket tourism,” Min-
ister Arkhom said.

The bridge was originally
dlated to befinished in Septem-
ber last year, which has led to
months of daily 200,000-baht
fines.

Work began on the project
almost 20 years ago, but was
held up after the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment ruled that the final
stretch could not be built
through mangrovesin the area,
which drains an area of low-
lying land, much of it the
legacy of sediments deposited
there during decades of tin min-
ing.

Then, in 2012, the project
was pushed forward by the
Cabinet under the Yingluck
Administration.

The approval follows a se-
ries of special legal
amendments, enacted specifi-
cally for Phuket and the Klong
Koh Pee project, during the
administration of the Abhisit
government. The amendments
allow projectsin mangrove pre-
serveswith ‘exceptional public
benefitsto go forward, but only
with Cabinet approval.

Ground was first broken for
the flyover project in 2013.
— Chutharat Plerin

Sea gypsies
fight back by
filling in holes

POLICE and military officers
rushed to Rawai to prevent a
violent clash between private
investors and local sea gypsies
in a beach front property dis-
pute on April 11.

“Men hired by Baron World
Trade Co had gone to the site
to work on developing the
property, but localsweretrying
to stop them by filling up holes
that were being dug,” said
Rawai Mayor Aroon Solos,
who confirmed that no onewas
injured during the incident.

The dispute over the land
arose when Baron World Trade
Co attempted to develop a sec-
tion of the 19 rai of beachfront
land for which they hold
Chanote titles. However, the
pathway used by the sea gyp-
sies to access a sacred site
situated on the property runs
directly through the area that
the private investors are at-
tempting to build on.

The sea gypsies are fighting
anumber of court cases for al-
leged encroachment in their
attempt to establish their claim
to plots that are owned by sev-

eral investors.

Leaders of the nomadic
peopleturned down the provin-
cial government’s idea of
purchasing the disputed land
from the investors and putting
it aside for the sea gypsies to
use.

It is clear that the land was
ours and that we have a right-
ful claim to it, so we do not
agree with the province's pro-
posal to buy the land,
mentioned community leader
Ngeem Damrongkaset.

— Chutharat Plerin

River of fruit
juice flows on
Kamala Hill

A SIX_WHEEL TRUCK laden
with fruit flipped on Kamala
Hill, spilling itsload acrossthe
road on April 6.

The single-vehicle accident
caused tailbacks for several
hours while a clean-up team
righted the truck and cleared
the road of produce.

“A crane was brought in to
pull thetruck out of aditch. The
driver, Somparn Talunai, 42,
escaped with minor injuries,”
said Lt Col Somneuk
Dumkaew of the Kamala Po-
lice.

Mr Somparn was delivering
fruit from Pathum Thani to cus-
tomers in Patong.

“Helost control of the truck
on abend while going down the
hill and collided with the road-
side barrier,” said Lt Col
Somneuk.

Police impounded the truck
and charged Mr Somparn with
reckless driving and causing
damage to property.

— Winai Sarot

Krabi locals

pay respect to
metal cow pat

LOCALS are paying their re-
spectsto alarge chunk of metal
that was found in a steaming
pile of cow feces on April 7.

“1 found it when | went to
collect the cow poo for fertil-
izer,” said 53-year-old Boonjan
Duangjan. “I’ve raised about
15 cowsin my palm plantation
for more than 20 years, but
have never seen something as
strange as this.”

The piece of metal, about the
size of an egg and weighing
about 100 grams, looks like a
baby inside a mother’s belly,
said Ms Boonjan. “We believe
that it is lucky, so we have put
it on ashelf so we can pray and

pay respect toit.”
— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Famous actor hit with computer
crimesact in Phuket land case

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE alleged owner of 24 rai of
land on Naka Noi Island on
April 10 filed a criminal defa-
mation lawsuit against a fa-
mous Thai actor involved in a
land dispute about the property.

The owner of Six Mountains
Co Ltd, Chanwit Kitlert-
siriwattan, who bought theland
in 2014, claimsthat allegations
made by the actor could dam-
age him and his company.

“The Facebook post about
gunmen and a backhoe clear-
ing the land can negatively
impact our company, especially
asneither of theclaimsistrue,”
Mr Chanwit said.

Puri Hiranprueck, whose
family owns the vast majority
of NakaNoi Island, brought the
case to the Department of Spe-
cial Investigations (DSl) about

The owner of Six Mountains Co Ltd filed a criminal defamation case
against Thai actor Puri Hiranprueck. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong.

four years ago.

In 2014, SorKorl #70 was
upgraded to a Nor Sor3Kor for
aplot of land on Naka Noi, ex-
plained Lt Col Prawut Wong-
seenin, director of the DSI's
Bureau of Consumer Protec-
tion and Environmental Crime.

“During the upgrading, the
size of the plot changed from
about sevenrai to about 17 rai,”
Col Prawut said. “With the new
size, the ocean now bordered
the plot on two sides.”

The same day that the land
document was upgraded, it was

sold to Six Mountains Co Ltd
for more than 42 million baht.

As the DS is investigating
the case, Mr Puri aleged in a
Facebook post that he had gone
out to stop agroup of men hired
by thelandowner from clearing
the forest.

The allegations made in the
post are part of the evidence that
Mr Chanwit presented to offic-
ersat the Thalang Police Station.

Vice Governor Chokdee
Amornwat checked the area
last week and found no evi-
denceto back Mr Puri’sclaims.
However, Mr Chanwit said that
he would stop any development
on the land until the documents
vaidity was verified.

“There is no need for the
DSl to ask military officers to
step in and invoke Article 44.
Wearefinewithwaiting for the
court’s verdict,” he said.

lmmigration
denies reports
of terrorists

Commissioner Nathathorn. Photo:
Kritsada Mueanhawong

A recently leaked ‘intelligence
report’ indicating that four ter-
rorists from Uyghur in Central
Asia had entered Phuket and
Samui was knocked back when
Immigration Commissioner
Nathathorn Prou-soontorn told
local mediain Phuket that there
were no records of the report’s
alleged terrorist suspects enter-
ing Thailand.

“However, wewill boost se-
curity at popular tourist
destinations during the
Songkran festival,” he said.

—Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE northbound lane of the
long-awaited Samkong Un-
derpass finally been opened
for traffic yesterday, after be-
ing marred with a deluge of
problems. Construction on the
project isnow expected to end
by July 31.

“Drivers should be cau-

tious while driving through the
construction area, as there is
still heavy machinery on site,”
he said. He suggested using an
aternative route if possible.
Two weeks ago, Boon
Tapanadul from the Bangkok
Ombudsman’s Office, was told
that the project, which isworth

more than 800 million baht,
would be fully operational by
May. However, the Gazette has
learned that the project will not
be finished until theend of July,
making it more than ayear be-
hind schedule.

After three contractually ac-
ceptable push-backs of the

Traffic finaly flows through much awaited Uderpass

completion date, Wiwat Con-
struction Co Ltd was allowed a
December 21, 2015 compl etion
date, before adaily fine of two
million baht wasto be charged.
However a30-day grace period
was granted, further pushing
the date to January 22.

— Chutharat Plerin

Samkong Underpass. Photo:
Highways Department
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Surin Beach busnesses beg
Bangkok tostop demolltlon

ABOUT 20 evicted Surin
beachfront shop owners ap-
pealed to the Justice Ministry
in Bangkok on April 7 in hopes
of stopping or delaying the
demolition of their restaurants,
shops and clubs.

Ma-ann Samran, president
of the Cherng Talay Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor), told the Gazette on
April 8 that he is aware of the
complaint, but was not worried
about it.

“Weareonly following orders
from the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) to
clear the beaches for the public.
We have beenworking very hard
on it. It took alot of time to get
to this stage,” said Mr Ma-ann.

Last month, Phuket Vice
Governor Chokdee Amornwat
announced that the deadlinefor
tearing down illega buildings
isApril 20 for Surin Beach, and
April 27 for Lay Pang and

Business owners are trying to delay a second round of destruction at

Surin Beach. Photo: Gazette file

Layan beaches.

“We have already dis-
cussed the matter at length
with the shop owners, but
they don’t want to follow the
rules. We have gotten all the
required approvals and the
demolition date remains

unchanged,” Mr Ma-ann said.
“| understand that they will do
whatever they can to postpone or
stop the demolition. However,
we intend to stick to our plan,
unless we are ordered to stop by

the relevant authorities.”
— Chutharat Plerin

DURING

BREATHING
INTERRUPTIONS*!

CAN BE

LIFE-THREATENING

SLEEP

*Obstructive Sleep Apnea (0OSA) is a common serious sleep
disorder mostly associated with aging, overweight and a lack of
exercise. Sleep specialists recommend an overnight study called
Folysomnography (PSG) to reveal an individual's current sleep
data, number of times breathing is impaired during sleep, and the
severity of sleep apnea.
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.. stand living under the same
roof with me and chased me out
of the house. | had nowhere to
go, so | moved hereto Phuket.”

“Society does not accept
HIV patients. Unfortunately, |
can neither change my fate, nor
the way people treat me,” said
MsAe.

Nok and Ae are just two of
the thousands of people in
Phuket alone that are living
with AIDS. The province has
the highest incidence of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
in Thailand, the latest Phuket
Provincial Health Office
(PPHO) statistics reveal.

Over the last 27 years, the
PPHO hasrecorded 8,324 cases
of HIV — between 1989 and
February 2016 — of which
roughly half (4,278) contracted
Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS).

Incidencesof AIDSaremore
common among men at about
66 per cent. Over the years,
there has been 1,886 fatal HIV-
related cases on record, of
which a staggering 94 per cent
were AIDS-related.

Although the numbers are
alarmingly high for a single
province, local health officials
said thefiguresdidn’t necessar-
ily mean doom and gloom in
paradise.

PPHO deputy chief Arnon
Kaewbumrung said the diver-
sity of the island’s transient
population means that many of
the cases are not locals so the
figures are distorted.

“It's not always easy to keep
track of every single case, but
we have been diligent in our
record keeping over the years
and that is one of the main rea-
sons the highest figures in the
country are recorded here,” Dr
Arnon told the Gazette.

“Our records are cumul ative
but the magjority of people liv-
ing in Phuket are not actually
registered as Phuket residents.
There are a lot of people —
Thais and foreigners— coming
in and out of Phuket on aregu-
lar basis.

Some of them contracted the
virus elsewhere but were then
tested in Phuket, which means
they are also added to our data-
base of all recorded cases,” said
Dr Arnon.

Dr Arnon stressed that the
high number of AIDS cases in
Phuket was not a bad omen.

“What's important is that we
are keeping extensive records of

our patients and ensuring they
have access to treatment. In the
meantime, we are also making
efforts to raise awareness of
HIV and AIDS,” he said.

PLAYING SAFE

The PPHO has distributed
close to a million condoms to
the general public over the past
three years, including 94,900
handed out to teenagers as part
of the‘Young Love’ campaign.

Using condoms as protec-
tion is the most effective way
to prevent the spread of the dis-
ease but thereis still anegative
attitude towards them, said Dr
Arnon.

“Some people complain that
using protection gives them an
unnatural feeling, which dis-
couragesintimacy, while others
feel unsure about the quality of
condoms.

Others say using condoms
leads to trust issues as they
don’t want their partners to
think they have sexually trans-
mitted diseases (STDs).

“Attitudes need to change,”
he said.

“Even though it is common
knowledge how devastating
HIV and AIDS can be, yet how
easy it is to take preventative
measures, the stigma surround-
ing condom use means many
people still won't take these
simple stepsto keep themselves
safe.

Society labels condom use
as a sign of promiscuity, when
in fact, it is the smart and cau-
tious thing to do,” said Dr
Arnon.

THE GAY COMMUNITY

People in the gay and
transgender community in
Phuket are the most at risk of
contracting AIDS and a group
the PPHO is concerned about.

“The incidences of HIV in
thisgroup isrising but they are
the ones getting the least help
from,” said Dr Arnon.

A 2011 study found that in-
creasing sexual activity among
the youngest members of
Phuket's transgender commu-
nity wasleading to an alarming
risein HIV rates.

Dr Sak Tanchaikul, former
chief of PPHO, said he was
deeply concerned about HIV
infection rates among ‘men
who have sex with men’, which
his agency members refer to
collectively as*MSM’.
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attitudes and caring more

SEX EDUCATION

Sex is often an uncomfortable
topic between parents and chil-
dren, but experts feel that talk-
ing about it could make a huge
difference in peopl€e’slife-long
attitudes towards sex.

“Sex education is very im-
portant for children. Parents
must make it their duty to edu-
cate their children on the
subject.

Unexpected pregnancies
and STDs are common issues
in Thailand, so parents must
engage their children, particu-
larly teenagers, in healthy and
open-minded discussions
about the subject,” said Dr
Arnon.

“It is easy to blame schools
or friends for your children’'s
behavior.

However, the primary re-
sponsibility always lies with
parents — there are no excuses
on that front.”

TREATMENT

According to arecent report by
the PPHO, there have been sig-
nificant advancements in HIV
medication in the past decade
with over 30 known anti-virus
treatments now available.
Since 2000, the Ministry of
Public Health has been distrib-
uting anti-virus medications,
and urging people to get tested
and access their services.
They also reported that a
new AIDS vaccineisin there-
search and development phase.
Experts want to banish the
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The Life Home Prolect Foundation in Koh Sireh currently houses 30 people I|V|ng with HIV, |nclud|ng 19
women and children. Photo: Gazette file.

notion that being diagnosed
with HIV isnecessarily adeath
sentence.

Thai AIDS Society experts
reported a case where a man
was diagnosed and started
treatment for HIV in 1996, at
the initial stage of the disease.
He religiously followed his
medication regime for more
than a decade, and eventually
tested negative for HIV in
2013.

Other studies have con-
firmed similar success stories
worldwide, reaffirming the
need for awareness and regu-
lar testing, the PPHO report
said. Starting a treatment re-
gime as early as possible
enhances your chances of suc-
cessful recovery.

BREAKING TABOOS

Being scared of getting tested
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won'’t make the problem disap-
pear — it will, in fact signifi-
cantly reduce your chances of
successful treatment, the report
added.

Efforts to raise awareness
and give people accessto treat-
ment have included the setting
up of an AIDS hotline (1663),
as well as children being al-
lowed to be tested without
having to get their parents’ con-
sent. However, HIV and AIDS
remain taboo subjects in
Phuket.

The PPHO report clearly
states that living with an HIV/
AIDS patient does not mean
you will automatically contract
the disease. Yet, those living
with the reality of the disease
know how difficult it is to
change people’'s minds.

For those who cannot turn to
family or friends, the Life
Home Project Foundation in

Koh Sireh is a lifeline. The
foundation provides free food,
shelter, clothing, medication
and even scholarships for chil-
dren.

The foundation’s project
manager, Noppadol Poungpun,
said many HIV-positivewomen
are rejected by their families
and communities, so we take
care of them and their children
at our centers.

“I1t'sabetter environment for
the women and children to be
in. Nobody treats them differ-
ently here,” he said.

“We provide a venue for
them to get advice and access
to treatment. We also help
women and children to adjust
themselves in society. Our
house can accommodate up to
30 people. Right now, we have
19 women and children living
there. Some children are HIV
patients themselves, whereas

others are orphans whose par-
ents died of the disease.

“We also provide services
to peoplewho don't live at our
shelters. There are those who
initialy lived here but moved
out when they got better, both
physically and emotionally,
and were able to become con-
tributing members of society,”
he said.

Mr Noppadol said that
while cases of HIV arestill on
the rise, it is a subject that
many still take lightly, empha-
sizing that HIV-positive
patients don’'t always look
haggard and worn. People mis-
takenly believe that HIV
couldn’t possibly have any-
thing to do with them, but
nobody can know for sure un-
til they’ ve been tested.

“HIV patients can live nor-
mally for a long time if they
strictly follow their medication
regime. We now have anti-vi-
rus medications that prevent
transmission of the virus from
mother to child during preg-
nancy.

“1 am glad that both govern-
ment and private sectors are
providing support for HIV-pa
tients. Additionally, there is a
host of useful information
available on the internet.”

Mr Noppadol said that al-
though society is gradually
opening up on the subject of
AIDS, it was, in his opinion,
more important for patients to
learn to live happy, healthy
lives without being a danger to
themselves or others around
them.
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the industry a bad name.”

Ten years later, it's easy to find
lawfully registered dive company
owners bemoaning the flyby opera-
tors that continue to damage the
industry’s reputation. So, the Palad's
point remains valid.

“Unlike this issue of the Gazette,
where the wet, wild fun of Songkran
is ahead of us, the April 15, 2006 is-
sue saw editors and reporters already
in the thick of it.

So, infull Sonkgran spirit, the Ga-
zette closed for the holidays— editors
either ready for awell-deserved break
or simply not willing to leave home
for fear of being inundated with wa-
ter. With the island’s premier
English-language media company’s
doors closed, there was no April 22
issue of the Gazette.

However, worry not. As internet
and social media have stoked the
flames for media consumption
throughout the world, the Gazette edi-
tors won’t abandon you for the
holidays — they will ensure you can
get the island’s top stories on
Facebook, online and, of course, in
print. — | saac Sone Simonelli
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Police nab alleged dealer —
and a couple of witnesses
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| DESPITE having significantly many people made it . quires more regulations
fewer people, fewer cars, fewer to the Chinese New ThE g |ft nf —Palad,” reads pagetwo
4 motorbikesand fewer tour buseson  Year carrying on their of the Gazette a decade
| the island ten years ago, the New Year resolu- . o ago. The ongoing battle
| Songkran ‘Days of Danger’ safety  tions?Anyone makeit h I ndS|g ht to understand and regu-
<] goalswere much more reasonable. totheThai New Year? latethediveindustry was
= Ashasbecomethetrend overthe So, officials are suf- a point of contention
1 lastfew years, Phuketisjoiningthe fering a common problem that has even back in 2006, with officers claim-
[{ nationina‘Seven Daysof Danger’ simply crept in somewhere over the ing that because of the dive industry’s
=| campaign thisyear with theunreal- last 10 years. importance to the tourism industry as a
istic provincia goal of having zero Thereal problem isthat unrealistic  rich source of revenue, the government
»| road deaths. However, in the April  goals mean we are accepting failure.  should regulate operators more rigor-
15-21, 2006 issue of the Gazettethe  Nobody, and | mean nobody in their  oudly.
»| goal wasto have no morethan four right mind, will haul the Phuket po- Theissue at the time— different from
1 peopledieontheroadsandnomore lice over the coalsif someonedieson the current issue of diver safety, which
»| than 53 people seriously injured theroadsduringthisyear’'ssafety cam- hastarnished theindustry withinthelast
during the 10-day campaign. paign. With such an acceptance of six months — was whether or not dive
] In 2004 and 2005, only three failure, we are really only around the companieswere being operated legally:
& people died during the holiday bend from creating an entire road- were they registered businesses with
| campaign. However, hundreds safety culturewherefailureisnotonly  Thai ownership, did they issue work
| were seriously injured. In recent accepted, but expected. permits for foreign employees, were
= years, with death tolls often outpac- As the April 15, 2006 issue of the they paying their taxes and so on.
4 ing the unrealistic goal of ‘zero Gazettewent to print, wewere aready “Wedon't think that these regulations
# desths by day oneof thecampaign, four days into the 10-day campaign [put in place to ensure dive shops are
even police officers seem to be with three dead and 43 injured. Un-  running legally] will deter dive opera-
< throwing up their hands and say- fortunately, sometimes we even fall torsfrominvesting money in Thailand,”
4| ing, ‘We'redoing the best wecan.”  short of realistic goals. said Phuket’s Chief Administrative Of-
- Setting unrealistic goals in any- Though the goals have changed in ficer (Palad) at the time.
[*1 thingisacommon mistake most of Phuket over the years, some of the “Inthe end, they’'ll thank us, because
1 us suffer at the new year. How headlines haven't. “Dive industry ‘re- we'll get rid of the companies that give
iR
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AMLO veifies
16 Thaisare

listed in leaked
Panama Papers

SIXTEEN Thai people have so
far been confirmed to be listed
in the ‘Panama Papers — the
huge trove of documents re-
leased recently that reveals in-
dividuals and entities from
countriesaround theworld who
set up secret offshore accounts,
the Anti-Money Laundering
Organization (AMLO) re-
ported on April 8.

Acting AMLO chief
Seehanart Prayoonrat said
Panama’s anti-money launder-
ing agency had responded to a
request for clarification on this
issue after unconfirmed reports
of 21 Thais being identified in
the documents.

Col Seehanart explained that
further investigation was re-
quired to establish if the 16
individuals had committed any
wrongdoing, especidly if itin-
volved money laundering.

However, The Nation re-
ported that AMLO had found
that there were a total of 719
names, including 411 Thais,
262 expatriates living in Thai-
land and 45 juristic persons
associated withtheKingdomin
the Panama Papers.

These people and entities
could be legitimate investors
and businessmen. If any people
were suspected to be involved
in money laundering, AMLO
was empowered to investigate
their assets but the agency
would not make any public an-
nouncement, Col Seehanart
noted.

According to AMLO, Thais
and expatriates based here are
shareholders, directors and
beneficiaries of 48 offshore
companies that used the
Panama-based law firm
Mossack Fonseca, from which
the documents were leaked.

Most of the offshore shell
firms have addresses in
Bangkok and tourist resort
provinces, such as Phuket.

None of the 16 Thais on the
list were named.

Nine hed over
hospital raid

NINE suspects believed to be
involved in three coordinated
attacks, including seizing Joh |
Rong Hospital in Narathiwat,
were arrested.

Col Yutthanam Petmuang,
deputy spokesman of the for-
ward command of the Fourth
Region’s Internal Security Op-
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erations Command, said the
suspects confessed that uni-
forms found at a hideout were
worn by theinsurgentsto blame
the rangers for being ‘respon-
sible’ for the attack.

Security officials identified
12 people believed to be in-
volved in the raid and attack
including the mastermind, the
motorcyclist, a suspect who
rode pillion and sprayed bullets
at the ranger base and other
collaborators.

Theinsurgents also attacked
the 31 specia operation unit at
Joh | Rong Train Station and
planted a bomb at Tambon
Chuab to prevent reinforce-
ment troops.

Coerced man
halled as hero,
baling on Yaa
bombing plan

IT WOULD have been the
worst bomb attack to hit Yala
Town had one innocent victim
not chosen to put his and his
wife's lives at risk to expose a
malicious plot.

“Sunan Thongnet is our
hero,” Muang Yala District
Chief (Palad) Kongsakul
Jantrach declared on April 7.

Driving apick-up truck laden
with explosivesinto thetown on
April 5, Mr Sunan mustered
enough courage to remove the
shirt wired with explosives that
he had been forced to wear and,
upon arriving at the targeted
Toyota plant, run and shout,
“Run away. There are bombsin
the vehicle.”

NATIONAL NEWS
Briefly

Mr Sunan acted, despite be-
ing worried about his wife,
Renoo Jitbarn, who was being
held hostage.

“They said that my wife and
| would be safe if | drove the
truck to the designated spot,”
the 53-year-old man said.

Mr Kongsakul said that
thanks to Mr Sunan’s timely
warning, security officialswere
able to jam mobile-phone sig-
nals and cordon off the area to
prevent the explosion.

An explosives ordinance

—

R e—

disposal (EOD) team arrived at
the scene and successfully de-
fused the bomb.

The district chief said the
180 kilograms of explosives
inside the vehicle would have
caused extensive damage and
taken many lives if the bomb
had detonated.

Nobody was killed or in-
jured and Mrs Renoo was
released safely.

A source disclosed that po-
lice had already identified three
of the alleged kidnappers.

Bananaworkers
contaminated

MANY workers at a Chinese-
owned banana plantation in
Chiang Rai have been contami-

nated with an unusually high
level of chemicals — if recent
blood tests are an indicator.

Officials tested the blood of
43 of the 200 workers, after
reports of a sizeable number of
banana-plantation workers in
northern Laosfalling sick. Itis
suspected that chemicals used
by the Chinese firm were re-
sponsible.

Blood-test results by the
Phaya Mengrai Hospital
showed 10 of the workerswere
in a risky condition, while 13
had already reached unsafe
contamination levels.

The hospital explained that
further tests must be conducted,
as these workers behavior
needed to be evaluated in detail
as such levels of contamination
might have arisen from eating
unwashed vegetables.

Threejalled for
forcing minor
Into Brunel sex
Industry

THREE Thai nationals were
sentenced on April 6 to impris-
onment, finesand strokes of the
cane for their roles in exploit-
ing a 17-year-old girl for pros-
titution in Brunei.

Having pleaded guilty to the
charges on the previous day,
each defendant was sentenced
to serve four yearsin prison.

The 47-year-old female de-
fendant, who is the aunt of the
victim, was a'so fined 768,000
baht.

The two male defendants
were each also fined 521,000
baht and 260,000 baht. Addi-
tionally, the male defendants
were also sentenced to five and
four strokes of the cane.
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Skewing statigtics. the
postive and negative

THE recent revelation that Phuket has the highest reported
incidence of human immunodeficiency virus infection and
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/Aids) cases in
Thailand should be a cause for concern and increased per-
sonal awareness, but not panic.

As pointed out by the Phuket Provincial Health Office,
Thailand’s province-based statistical reporting of national
trendsin theglobal HI'V/Aidspandemic hasbeen consistently
skewed over the years by Phuket’s enormous tourism indus-
try — especially the huge population of workers, both Thai
and foreign, that support it.

HIV/Aidsincidenceratesin Phuket areconsistently distorted
upward by the fact that the number of cases reported to the
Ministry of Public Health is divided not by any reasonable
estimate of the actual number of people in the province, but
rather by the registered population of about 400,000.

Thisfigureisdwarfed by the number of peoplewho arehere
at any given time, especially during the high season. For the
samereason, Smilar statistical outcomes can also be discounted
year-in and year-out for other important socio-economic indi-
cators, such as crime, road accidents and so on.

Thai government agencies have a long history of serving
up inaccurate or misleading statistics. One example is the
importance placed on various ‘happiness indices that rest
on highly questionable statistical premises. As no such de-
vice as a ‘happiness meter’ exists, the only way to ‘measure
this complex psychological state is completely subjective,
through surveysin which respondents self-report their ‘hap-
piness’. Oneneed not bea statistician to seetheinherent flaws.

Unfortunately, the Thai media tends to use such statistics
to generate sensational headlines rather than delve into how
or why the data was collected.

Getting back to the HIV/Aids situation in Phuket, the good
news is that the flawed statistics were released, rather than
squelched.

Even more positive is the fact that the specter of HIV in-
fection has greatly diminished since thefirst HIV strain was
isolated. Now, people known to be infected with HIV gener-
ally get better treatment, both medically and from
society-at-large — though we still have a long way to go on
both fronts.
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Criminal defamation cases, very strange

Re: Gazette online, Famous ac-
tor hit with computer crimesact
in Phuket land case, April 9
What a strange law. You can
sue if you think what was said
or done might impact your
business or reputation, rather
than suing when you have proof
that said defamation actually
did cause your business harm.
Jim Scudder
Facebook

Pushing back at the
rich and famous

Re: Gazette online, Famous ac-
tor hit with computer crimesact
in Phuket land case, April 9
Famous people think they
can get away with any and ev-
erything. It's about time
someone stands up to them to
protect what'stheirs. But if Mr
Puri is cleared of the otherwise
harmful allegation, there is no
reason to charge him.
Allison Smith
Chalong

Endingairport saga
with pricey water is
a horrible send-off

Re: Gazette online, Opinion: The
conundrum of Phuket Interna-
tional Airport prices, April 10

| totally agree regarding the
price of a bottle of water. The
journey to the airport is bad
enough, check-in lines are bad
enough, going through immi-
gration is worse, then when
you finally have some breath-
ing space, and all you want is

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

water, they bleed it out of you.
Shame on you vendors.

Amara Forster

Facebook

Marine regulations
need improvement

Re: Gazette online, On Deck:
Dive ban to impact yachting,
April 7
If the Ministry of Tourism
and Sport regulated the local
rules to the international rules
at sea, and the local captains
had international licensesto op-
erate boats to take the public
out to sea, thiswould help pre-
vent many accidents due to
negligence.
Until then, there will be no
improvements.
Harry
Phuket Forum

Must focus on what
is really dangerous

Re: Gazette online, On Deck:
Dive ban to impact yachting,
April 7

Well said, asimilar situation
has occurred with rock climb-
ing, though it only took ‘it
looks dangerous, so it must be’
to get that activity banned on
Ko Yao Noi.

Asyou stated, there are nu-

merous other dangers to tour-

ists totally ignored, most

sensible people would

find these decisions mind
numbing.

Chris Moore

Facebook

Solve marine issues
before next wave of
pocket lining

Re: Gazette online, Promising
prospects for Phuket marine
industry, April 8
Why not start by fixing the
problemsthemarineindustry in
Phuket already has (lack of
moorings, boats throwing an-
chors on reefs, uneducated
dangerous speedboat drivers
and so on), instead of coming
up with more money-making
ventures to line the pockets of
the few.
Phil Phelan
Facebook

Brake failure not
blamed, finally!

Re: Gazette online, Fruit truck
flips, spillsload, makes squash
on Kamala Hill, April 7
He ‘lost control of the truck’
— nice to read the obvious rea-
son for a change. These guys
start gunning it after climbing
the hill and are onthat first bend
before they know it. No chance
toblame'brakefailure histime.
He'slucky to be alive asthere's
afair drop into that culvert.
Mister Ree
Phuket Forum
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Making illegal labor legal

FIRsT
PERSON

AS WE know, Phuket, along
with the rest of Thailand, faces
a myriad of migrant labor re-
lated issues, including foreign
workers entering the country
without permission.

Tosolvethisissue, why don’t
we simply make them legal ?

From my understanding,
these workers do not want to
work illegally. No one would
willingly choose to work ille-
galy if they could find a way
to become legal.

The Thai government has
limited the number of migrant
workers allowed to enter the
country and implemented many
cumbersome procedures for
registering migrant workers. |
understand that this is for na-
tional security purposes and to
protect local jobs from being
taken over by foreigners, but as
we can see, thereisan increas-
ingly high demand for migrant
labor. Thisis especially truein
Phuket, where many migrants
are employed to work as fish-
ing boat crew.

The government may well
believethat limiting their num-
bers and complicating the
registration processwill reduce
the number of foreign workers,
but this often has the opposite
effect. It causes more foreign-
ersto end up working illegally
in order to avoid all the hassle
of getting legally registered.

Thailand is under pressure
from the international commu-
nity to solve the problems
associated with illegally em-
ploying foreign laborers. They
have no legal rights so they are
easily exploited. Their basic
human rights are violated by
making them livein deplorable
conditions and paying them

Kriengkrai Arpabuth-
sayapan is the head of
Phuket Provincial Office of
Labor Protection and
Welfare, a position he has
served in since May 2015.
Hailing from  Surin
Province, Mr Kriengkrai
has worked in many
provinces during his 15-

year career. He graduated with a Master’s Degree
in Labor and Welfare Development from Thammasat

University.

Here he talks about resolving problems related
to illegal migrant laborers with less complex

registration regulations.

less than the minimum wage.

We are trying our best to
actively look for these illegal
underground workers. When
we fail to find them, it is easy
to blame us and say we are not
doing our job properly. Admit-
tedly, Phuket isnot that big, but
they know how to hide when
we conduct raids and so the
problem continues to grow.

So why don’t we simply
bring them up from under-
ground and make them all
legal, providing them with so-
cial security, just like Thai
workers? The economy will
benefit, the laborers will have
better lives and we will not get
shamed in front of the interna-
tional community anymore.

Additionally, it would be
much easier to control their
activitiesif they are legal.

A mgority of the migrant la-
borersarenot athrest to nationa
security. If they are working le-
galy and have adecent standard
of living, there is no reason for
them to turn to crime, but even
if they do, we have palice offic-
ersto control them.

Words from the Wise

Secondly, these workers are
not hereto stea Thai jobsasthey
procure the kind of work that
Thai people are not interested in
— physical labor. The obvious
solution is to hire people from
outside who are willing and able
todojobsthat Thai peoplearen’t.

These physical laborers are
fundamental building blocks for
Thailand. Lots of big business
would not be able to function
successfully without them.We
should give them opportunities
towork for us, rather than treat-
ing them like criminals.

| have suggested thisideain
several meetings but no onere-
ally wants to take up the
challengeasit goesagainst cur-
rent government policy.

It is aso very risky that we
have no idea how many illegal
workers live in Thailand.

So far, we have taken al the
wrong steps to solve this issue,
which end up making the prob-
lem even worse. | will keep
pushing my ideas in meeting
after meeting, hoping that
somebody at the top will real-
ize its potential benefits.

Plea to Phuket bikers

| DON'T tend to be a con-
spiracy theorist. However, itis
evident that motorbike drivers
in Phuket have some sort of
LINE or Facebook group in
which they plot how to subtly
commit suicide and irritate
those of us with cars.

The only other explanation is
the hundredth monkey effect,
whichisdescribed on Wikipedia
as “a purported phenomenon in
which anew behavior or ideais
claimed to spread rapidly by un-
explained meansfrom onegroup
to dl related groups once acriti-
cd number of members of one
group exhibit the new behavior
or acknowledge the new idea.”

| recently saw an old man —
the fact that he has made it to
such a ripe age beguiles the
imagination—ghost riding down
the fast lane of Thepkrassatri
Road, which is, without adoubt,
the island’s most dangerous
stretch of asphalt. Tootling aong
inarelaxed manner with atooth-
pick hanging out of his mouth,
the man was vexing anyonein a
car, as well asfilling them with
the anxiety of possibly running
him over — which would cause
them to be terrible late to wher-
ever they were headed.

If this was some sort of iso-
lated event, it could be written
off as Alzheimer’s Disease,
elderly confusion or simply as
a psychotic disregard for one's
own life and well-being. But it
isn't. This old codger most

Island View

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

likely was pecking away at his
smart phone in some LINE
group scanning NUMerous sug-
gestions on which method of
motorbike transport would in-
cite the most anxiety in those
rich buffoons capable of buy-
ing a car or truck.

The standard consensus of
course is that taking the entire
family out ghost riding at night
without headlights is the way
to go, as any accident ups the
ante for the oncoming motorist
when it comes to them meet-
ing god or being reincarnated.

Itisamost asif touristsarriv-
ing on the idand sign up for the
group as abit of aholiday laugh
when they land at Phuket Inter-
national Airport. Expats aren’t
exempt from dabblinginthedark
art of antagonizing car drivers
either. They are well aware that
the swerving of a drunk driver
onamotorbike can chill theheart
of any oncoming drivers.

| beg. Hear me? | beg, mo-
torbike drivers to stop. Stop
with the focused attack on our
mental and physical well-be-
ing. Stop, before the anxiety
drives me into depression and
my blood pressure takes me
soaring to heavenly heights.

Issues & Answers

makes...

our future.”

“One's philosophy is not best expressed in
words; it is expressed in the choices one
and the choices we make are
ultimately our responsibility.”

“We are made wise not by the recollection
of our past, but by the responsibility for

— George Bernard Shaw

— Eleanor Roosevelt

How do | apply for a driver’slicence renewal?

| HAVE lost my Thai driver’sli-
censeand need toreplaceit. How
long will the process take and
what documentsdo | needto pro-
vide to the transport office?

Ms Payanisa Pornchanut
of Phuket Land Transport
Office replies:

Thank you for your query.
The process depends on
whether or not your licencewas
expired before you lost it.

If your licence has not ex-
pired then the entire process to

Send us your queries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.

Submit your issue at:

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

issueanew oneonly takesabout
10to 20 minutes. If your licence
has expired, you have to take a
new training course. Training is

held at 10am everyday.

These are the documents
you need to renew your licence:

1. Police report of the lost
document;

2. Passport with the Visa
page (both copy and original);

3. Work permit — if appli-
cable (both copy and origina);

4. Addressverificationfrom
Immigration Office;

5. (Only for expired li-
cences) Medical clearance
certificate stating that you are
fit to drive.
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Rate cutsto
noost SMES

Banks ratecut  new
(percentage LR

peinl) (%)

Siam Commiercial Bank 0.15 6.375
Kasikornbank 025 6.25
Krungthai Bank 025 6.275
TMB 0.25 6.775"
Bangkek Bank 0.25 6.25

Cut in rates by major commercial
banks. Image: Nation Graphics

THE surprisecut inlending rates
by mgjor banks will help reduce
thefinancia burden of their busi-
nessclients—small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) in par-
ticular —asmorethan 50 per cent
of business borrowers are on
floating interest rates.

Kasikorn Research Centre's
head of money and banking,
Thanyalak Vacharachaisurapol,
said that the lending-rate cuts
by commercial banks were an-
other way to support SMEs,
now that the country’s special-
ized financia institutions were
focused on supporting con-
sumption.

An andyst at KTB Securities
(Thalland) said theratecutsmight
show that the banks were facing
lower loan growth, causing them
to push demand by taking such
action. — The Nation

What’s a contrarian to do now?

Finance

By David Mayes

IFYOU read my columns regu-
larly, you know that | like to try
to approach investing from a
contrarian viewpoint. This basi-
cally means going against the
current trend, or essentialy buy-
ing things when they are beaten
and battered down and selling
when everyone else loves them
and thinks the run will last for-
ever. So, what doesthismeanin
today’s market?

A lot of people are asking if
Chinaisagood bet; asawhole,
it could stand awhole lot more
battering beforeit would really
be considered a value buy,
without much remaining risk to
thedownside. If you look at the
index as a whole in the chart
(right), you can see we are
pretty much inthe middle of the
range for the last decade. The
middle of therangeisgenerally
not agreat placeto enter amar-
ket, although it isfar better than
buying near the top.

Individual stocks can begood
value buys if you have the risk
tolerance for making individua
plays, which is not for most of

2008 2010
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The chart indicates that we have been in the middle of the range for the
last decade. Photo: www.tradingeconomics.com

you out there. However, afriend
of mine recently put me on to
HSBC shares in Hong Kong —
these represent good va ue, trad-
ing at a Price to Earning (P/E)
ratio of about nine, and paying
out a gross dividend yield of
about 8.5 per cent at themoment.

Steel has taken a beating re-
cently and pundits are calling
the recent rally off of those
lows as a dead cat bounce.
However, some stocks, such as
US Steel, are trading at such
lowsthat it istough to imagine

them not being significantly
higher in the next bull market.
At the moment, thereis no P/E
ratio—asthey arelosing money.
So, this play would not be for
someone faint of heart, as they
also only pay a dividend of
about one per cent.

Another contrarian play one
could make off of the low steel
price would be to build on any
empty land you have, since steel
isoneof themost important cost
factors in the overall price of
building. Of course not every-

one hasabunch of empty build-
ing plots sitting around, but if
you do, now might be a good
time to think about converting
it into an income-generating
property. You obviously need to
factor in conditions in the local
market; a big cause of the stedl
drop is that many markets have
gotten way ahead of themselves
in new construction. Thisis not
always the best time to build, if
you areworried about short term
returns.

| don’t think we are in the
environment yet where
contrarian plays are found in
abundance, but there are things
you can do if you can handle
the risk. For those of you with
low risk tolerance, | would still
conserveyour cash for aproper
crash. Rushing for areturn now
may significantly lower your
overal returnsin the future.

David Mayes MBA resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david.m@faramond.com or 085-
335 8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.
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true well-being at
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When it’ s time for a getaway,
“50% off until the end of March”

we have a special offer for you:
4800 baht instead of 9600 baht.
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By Boonyawat Saelim

Community was created after
the 2004 tsunami as a way to

Not small fry for local fishermen

ANCHOVIES may be small
fry, but they are big businessfor
some fishermen operating out
of Phuket’s main fishing port.

Known locally as‘ pla ching
chang’, anchovies have been a
steady source of incomefor the
last 40 years for fishing boat
owner Kumnueng Dumead.
However, business is not al-
ways plain sailing, especially
during the rainy season.

“During the monsoon sea-
sonitisvery tough for usto get
out and fish. Nonetheless, | till
have to take care of my crew
and their families, which in-
cludes feeding them and
housing them,” said Mr
Kumnueng.

Mr Kumnueng's boat nets
anywhere between 80,000 to
800,000 baht worth of fish ev-
ery month, causing massive
swings on his profit and loss
statements, while his operating
costs run at an average of
500,000 baht a month.

“Though this is an unpre-
dictable business — we never
know what fortunes or lack
there of we will pull from the
sea—thisiswhat we were born
todo. | can’'timagine doing any
other kind of work.”

Despite the cost of living
outpacing theincrease in value
for anchovies, which went for
about 3.5 baht per kilogram 40
years ago and now fetches

These Ilttle drled fish are a month-to month boom and bust business in Phuket. Photo: John Lodder

about 20 baht per kilo, Mr
Kumnueng has no complaints.

“We've never had the mar-
ket bottom out on us, and that’s

what matters,” he said.

Further upthefood chainare  velopment Community’ based

the buyers at the dock, such as
Pairuch Pengjan, who is a

Promising prospects for
Phuket marine mdustry

WITH clear signals from the
government that it is serious
about transforming Phuket into
an Asean marine leisure and
yachting hub, key figuresinthe
province's public and private
business sectors are forging al-
liancesto help bring that vision
to fruition.

Marine business representa-
tives, members of the Phuket
Tourist Association, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and local
councilors met at the Phuket
Merlin Hotel on April 1 to open
discourse on how to move
forward with the government-
sponsored initiative to build
more marinas in order to attract
more marine-related businesses
and tourists to the area.

The majority of business
operators at the meeting were
in agreement that more educa-
tional courses related to the
marineindustry —such asyacht

n!ﬂ“llll

Private and public sectors to join
forces for marine industry. Photo:
Phukte Chamber of Commerce

maintenance and repair —
should be made available at |o-

cal colleges and universities.
Phuket Tourist Association
Vice President Bhummikitti
Ruktaengam applauded col-
laboration between the
government and private sectors,
stressing that it was essential for
the two sectors to work in har-
mony in order to make the

marine hub initiative a reality.
— Sukawin Tanthavanich
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member of the ‘Anchovy De-

in Rassada.

The Anchovy Devel opment

build astronger community and
help generate the necessary in-
come, explained Ms Pairuch.

“Thereare about 50 groupsin
Phuket that process anchovies.
Just within our group there are
32 families,” said Ms Pairuch.

The buyers take the fresh
fish from the boats, dry them
and then re-sell them for about
80 baht per kilo.

Thefish arewashed and then
dried for about eight hours in
the sun, before they are ready
to be sold.

“Qur fish are sold through-
out Thailand and even in
Malaysia and China,” Ms
Pairuch said.

Well known souvenir shop
on the island, Prontip Phuket,
is one of the many distributors
of the dried anchovies.

“At our shop we sell many
different kinds of anchovy
products costing between 50
baht and 100 baht per pack-
age,” said sales manager
Natthaya Kraikoljanad. “Our
best sellers are the plain ones,
the ones with herbs added in to
flavor them and those mixed
with sesame.”

The majority of end-buyers
of the product are Thais, Chi-
nese and Indonesians on group
tours, said Ms Natthaya

Additional reporting by
Chutharat Plerin

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net
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This week’s eve

Sassy summer styles go
on stage at Jungceylon

Fashion models showed off the new lines of sassy summer styles from
Quiksilver & Roxy Stay at the Port Zone, Jungceylon, on Mar 27. The” Sum-
mer Check In” fashion party was hosted by Phuket Square Co Ltd, the op-
erator of Jungceylon shopping mall in Patong.

_UIATSHIND =

Phuket Square Co Ltd CEO Prawit Janyasithikul (center left) and QS Retail (Thailand)
Limited General Manager Surached Mungthong (center right) and fashion models show
off new summer styles on the catwalk. Photo: Phuket Andaman News

Trattoria team serve up
Southern Italian journey

Foodies gathered at La Trattoriaat Dusit Thani Lagunaon March 25 to be taken
on a‘Journey to the South of Italy’ by the restaurant’s food and beverage team,
who paired five courses of fine fusion cuisine with award-winning wines from
southern Italian wine growers cooperative Caldora Vini.

Caldora Vini sommelier Tamara Demeo (black dress) and Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket
General Manager Prachoom Tantiprasertsuk with La Trattoria Food & Beverage team.
Photo: Dusit Thani Laguna

Marriott green team restores
57,000sgm mangrove forest

About 250 associates from all four Marriott hotels in Phuket gathered at
Thap Pla Village in Phang Nga on March 15 plant 2,700 mangrove pods as
part of a mangrove restoration project jointly launched earlier in the year by
JW Marriott, Renaissance Phuket, JW Khao Lak and the Phuket Marriott
Resort and Spa, Nai Yang Beach. The project area covers 3,580 rai
(57,280km?) The team also planted 300 young white bean trees.

W3
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HeadStart cleans Kata Beach

More than 50 HeadStart International School staff, students and their parents, in
partnership with Boathouse Hotel and Surf House Phuket, gathered on Kata
Beach for their first beach clean up activity of the year on March 19.

HeadStart International School students and parents with bags of rubbish collected on
Kata Beach.



NINGS

nts in Paradise
Royal photography expo

Exhibitions featuring 60 photographs of Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn taken by the president of the Royal Photo-
graphic Society of Thailand, Nitikorn Kraivichien, opened at
the Peranakannitat Museum Phuket and The Memory at On
On Hotel on April 1. The exhibitions, supported by Thai Bev-
erage PCL (ThaiBev), commemorate the princess’ 61st birth-
day anniversary and are open to the public until April 30.
Admission to the exhibitions is free.

Thapana Siriwattanapakdee , Managing Director of Thai Beverage PCL
(right) and Interior Minister Gen Anupong Phaojinda. Photo: Thai Asean
News Associated Press.

April 16 - 22,2016 PHUKET GAZETTE 13

TAT ams to attract top
tourists with Thainess

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) held the Amazing Thailand Luxury Trade Meet
2016 on Mar 31 at Amanpuri Phuket. The aim of the conference was to enhance the image
of Thailand as a quality leisure destination appealing to the high-end tourist market by
promoting ‘Thainess' as well as raising awareness of Thailand’s luxury toursim products
and services.

e o

L I
(From L-R) TAT Phuket Director Anoma Wongyai; TAT East Asia Region Executive Director Runjuan
Tongrut; and Amanpuri Rooms Division Manager Yuki Yamano.

LH READY PACKAGE

Full Furnished Quality Detached House

from Land and Houses
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up to 350,000 B*
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Where's the new generation of sallors?

By Ghislaine Bovy

IT'S amazing how the ‘Good
old days' stories kept popping
up as | enjoyed after-race
drinksat the Phuket Yacht Club
(PYC).

| could overhear, again:
“Wow, the old sailorsarereally
into it (as always), but what
about the new generation?
Where are they?’

WEell, they really are right
under our noses, but are hardly
seen or heard of. Thereason is
simply because al the stories,
articles and online posts on re-
gattas usually highlight boat
names, the ownersand the skip-
pers, rarely is the crew
mentioned — and guess where
that new generation of sailors
is... the crew, of course.

Mind you, that’s not always
true, you can occasionaly find

the younger generation at the
helm. That's the case with
Patinyakorn ‘Ging' Buranrom.
| first interviewed Ging in

Bangkok back in 2013; what
struck meis how passionate he
was and still is. Having partici-
pated inthe TRANSPAC asthe

first-ever Thai entry, Ging is
now looking for new, challeng-
ing international races while
enjoying and winning regional
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Up-and-coming Thai sailors at the Phuket Youth Sailing Club. Photo: Gazette file

regattas.

Ging also has an eagerness
to bring sailing to more Thais,
as a sport and hobby.

“Sailing is a very healthy
sport and perfect to develop
personal skills and teamwork,”
says Ging.

And, talking about very
young sailors, | have enormous
respect for Katy Gooch Firmin
and her husband Paul for
coaching young Thai sailors —
and that includes taking them
to Wales for the Topper World
Championship last year.

The young boys are ‘learn-
ing lifethrough sailing’ asKaty
so nicely puts it. They are or-
phans from the Sunshine
Village and would never have
had the opportunity to sail with-
out Katy and her husband. The
couple decided to teach these
youngsters how to sail as a
hedlthy activity, and afew years
later, the boys are successfully
competing in the National Op-
timist and Laser races
throughout the region.

Thereyou go, anext genera-
tion of Thai sailorsready toride
the waves!

And |let’s not forget the
‘younger” expat salors

Meike Lange (left) and Elizabeth Schoch racing in the Multihull Solutions
Regatta Phuket 2015. Photo: Ghislaine Bovy

THERE are also plenty of
young expats around that bring
their own passion into the
Southeast Asia regattas and
races.

Want a few names?

Elizabeth Schoch, known as
Liz to most, and her boyfriend,
Alfie, who often crew on com-
peting boats. They are true
enthusiasts and communicate
their passion for sailing with
great vigor.

How about Mig Wehrle and
Meike Lange? Owners of Aqua
and both from Germany, they
join al PYC Sunday races and
crew multihulls such as Blue
Nose, for Meike, and Hurricane
for Mig at regiond regattas.

Last, but not least, three
young fellows | met last De-
cember, Jasper Touchant from
my home country Belgium,
Thomas Cracknell from the UK

and Gav Montanaro from Aus-
tralia, all keen to be crew
members and are absolutely
brilliant on the water, as they
proved at the 2015 Multihull
Solutions Regatta.

Talking to a friend of mine
from Corsair Marine at the
prize-giving party that evening,
| realized that both generations
are key to the success of com-
petitive sailing. The ‘old’, but
young at heart sailors have the
purchasing power to have their
own boats and the experience
to be at the helm, while the
younger generations offer
strong arms, legs and a ‘risk-
taking' spirit that makes them
winners.

I’'m sure | forgot to mention
some more young sailors, so my
apologiesfor that, but thenagain,
I’'m just an old sailor myself.

— Ghidlaine Bovy
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Platus on the comeback trail

On Deck
By Duncan Worthington

3

PHUKET’S smallest sports
boat is set to make acomeback.
The 25-foot Platu was once a
favorite around Phuket and in
the not-so-distant past there
was alarge fleet of Platus that
used to turn out regularly for
theiconic regattasand club rac-
ing. Six Platus were once un-
der the management of Sunsail
and Phuket was even host tothe
National Championships, but
over theyearstheir presenceon
the local regatta circuit has
waned.

After the Platuswere sold off
to private owners, the much-her-
alded Phuket 8 sports boat stole
the headlines, and then, much
like its predecessor, quietly
sailed over the horizon rarely to
be heard of again. All the while,
a few privately owned Platus
remained in Phuket, some col-

lecting dust, others being used
as training boats.

The Gulf of Thailand has, to
be fair, long been the home of
the largest fleet of Platus in
Asia and indeed Pranburi was
where it al started.

The 25-foot Farr-designed
Platu was the brainchild of a
group of Thai businessmen
who asked the famous yacht
designer Bruce Farr to design
aracing yacht especially suited
to the waters of Thailand. The
first boatswere built at McDell
Marine in New Zealand before
being shipped to Pranburi in
1995 where the first Platu
Coronation Cup took place in
1996 and has taken place an-
nually ever since.

The Platu’s popularity has
ebbed and flowed over theyears,
but recently there has been revi-
talized interest in these highly
competitive pocket-rockets.

Local stalwart, Scott
Duncanson, a former Phuket 8
owner and now avid Platu

Big sdlesa Duba boat show

A number of big price-tag boats were sold at the boat show in Dubai
this year. Photo: Dubai International Boat Show

THE Dubai International Boat
Show reported high attendance,
vast international reach and
strong salesfor the 23rd edition
of the show, which wrapped up
early last month.

UAE-based Al Shaali Ma-
rine, who unveiled the AS 100
superyacht this year, valued at
about 192 million baht, was
expecting the show to lead to
the sale of at least three
superyachts and seven me-
dium-sized boats.

“We know that Dubai Inter-
national Boat Show draws
serious buyers, and this year
has been no exception,” said
Sultan Al Shaali, the CEO of
Al Shaali Group.

The new and deluxe 77 En-
closed Flybridge from Riviera,
touted as the largest, most luxu-
rious and most technologically

advanced Riviera ever and un-
veiled to the Middle East for the
first time at the show, was sold
on day four throughitsexclusive
regiona distributor, SF Yachts.

San Lorenzo Middle East,
represented by ACE Marine,
also confirmed the sale of their
26.45m SL 86, worth about
225mn baht in the first three
days of the show.

“It has been a very produc-
tive boat show with great
results so far, and has given us
the exposure we were expect-
ing. There has been a constant
flow of very serious, high net
worth prospects from the UAE
and GCC countries, and we are
already looking forward to the
next boat show,” said Tarek
Khalil, the managing director
of ACE Marine.

— Phuket Gazette

One-design can produce some of the closest racing. Photo by Guy Nowell

sailor, regularly travels to
Pattayato take part in the Platu
racing there, but perhaps soon
Duncanson and like-minded
sports boaters will no longer
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need to clock up the air miles.
With a concerted effort by a
few keen sailorsfrom Phuket and
Pattaya, the one-design scene is
about to be reborn in Phuket.
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According to the organizers
a new three event series is to
be launched in Phuket, includ-
ing the Cape Panwa Hotel
Phuket Raceweek, Phuket
King's Cup Regatta and an-
other event yet to be named.

All Platus will be provided
in racing trim, compliant with
the Platu Class Rules 2011 and
all fitted with * controlled’ sails,
the goal being to provide true
one-design racing.

Will this be the re-birth of
the Platu? Will Phuket be home
to atrue one-design mono-hull
series? Watch this space for
updates.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www.infinity-comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

ORLD
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Crosgit beast advancesto Augralia

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

PHUKET-trained CrossFit
beast, 28-year-old Elise
Hoefsmit, took top honors in
Thailand in the Reebok
CrossFit Games 2016 Open,
advancing her to the regional
competition in Sydney this
May.
“I’'m over themoon. | putin
hours of work to get to this
point and 1I'm just beginning.
You can't fake hard work and
it certainly pays off,” Ms
Hoefsmit told the Gazette.
The annual CrossFit Games
are broken down into three
parts, with the first stage being
the Open, whichisafive-week,
five-workout competition —the
kicker is that the workouts re-
main a secret until they are
released on a Thursday, giving
athletes until the following
Monday to submit a score.
“Athletestrain year-round for
acompetitionthatisalmost com-
pletely a mystery,” the CrossFit
Games website points out.
Then the top athletes from
each of the 17 regions qualify

for the second stage of the
competition—regionals. The

Elise Hoefsmit has also picked up rocking climbing since arriving in Phuket. Photo: Yok Chalwat

was doing,” she said.

Having competed in
powerlifting and bodybuilding
at ahighlevel in Austraia, Ms
Hoefsmit entered her first
CrossFit competitionin Chiang
Mai last September, finishing
in 2" place.

With regional sabout amonth
away, there isn’'t a lot Ms
Hoefsmit can doto ensureawin.

“Become superwoman? |
will compete against women
who have been doing CrossFit
for 10 years. Towinin my first
year competing would be sen-
sational, but realistically top 25
is my goal. However, it's all
about the workouts,” she said.

The 40 women competitors,
10 selected from Asia and 30
from Australia, won't be told
what the workouts will be un-
til just two weeks before the
competition, which takes place
on May 13-15.

“With competitionslikethis,
the hard work is done in the
years prior to the competition,
not the few weeks before.
There are skills that | can per-
fect and become more
proficient at, but in terms of
gaining more strength, you

regionals are live, three-day
competitions. The top five ad-
vanceto the StubHub Center in
the United States for a final
showdown.

“When they reach the
StubHub Center, they put their
training and mental fortitude to
the test and take on arigorous,
broad-ranging test of overall
physical capacity. After four
days, the Fittest on Earth will
have clearly distinguished

themselves,” the website says.

So far, MsHoefsmit hasdis-
tinguished herself without a
doubt — finishing 4th in al of
Asia

“Before this | was focused
on body building and
powerlifting. | really started to
take CrossFit seriously on mov-
ing to Thailand in July last
year,” Ms Hoefsmit said. “I’'ve
always changed up my training
every few years and looked for

new ways to progress my ath-
letics. After moving to Thailand
to work at Unit 27, my boy-
friend [Luke Richmond, whois
currently on the Row2Rio
team] convinced me that
CrossFit would be an exciting
new challenge for me. He was
right! 1 was hooked.”

CrossFit is designed to test
every aspect of an athlete'sfit-
ness, which sees Ms Hoefsmit
combining Olympic weight-

lifting, powerlifting, gymnas-
tics and conditioning, in order
to be ready for anything that
may get thrown at her in com-
petitions like the Open.

“My nutrition plays a huge
role in alowing me to perform
at my best every day. I’ vefound
that the biggest change in my
strength and recovery hap-
pened when | started eating
more and getting my nutrition
right for the amount of work |

don’t have enough time to add
to your current base,” Ms
Hoefsmit said.

Though back inAustraliafor
the competition and a number
of other adventures, Ms
Hoefsmit hasn’t abandoned
Phuket. The 28-year-old
CrossFit trainer plans to return
to working with clients at
Unit27, as well as building on
her base for next year’'s
Crosskit Games.

RowZ2Rio team push&s deep into Atlantic

BATTERED by waves, flying fish and
brutal heat, the adventurers of Row2Rio
left the African coastline, pulling them-
selves through the middle of the Atlan-
tic in their pioneer voyage from Portu-
gal to Brazil.

“30 days doing two hours on, two
hours off — it sounds ridiculous when |
say it,” wrote Luke Richmond, Aussie
expat and head coach at Unit27 in
Phuket, last week.

“Yesterday was another brutally hot
day with minimal wind or current. We
took the opportunity at midday to go
through much needed maintenance. The
bottom of the boat needed a scrape to
get off all the barnacles and little organ-
ismsthat have been hitchhiking with us.
It's surprising how much speed these
little critters can steal fromyou. A check
of all nuts and bolts on deck to ensure
that everything isfunctioning properly.”

The team has now covered more than

1,800 nautical miles, putting them far
beyond the halfway point in their ad-
venture to honor the Olympicsand raise
funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.
However, the Doldrums dealt out sig-
nificant mental and physical
punishments for the four rowers: Mr
Richmond, Susannah Cass, Mel Parker
and Jake Heath.

Mr Richmond confessed to strug-
gling in the Doldrums.

“Without being ableto seethewaves,
the oars were getting yanked in al di-
rections and my body took a
hammering. | get so frustrated at times
that | throw the oars down and just sit
for awhile. After | calm down and see
Mel or Susannah, whoever is on shift
with meat that time, still rowinginthese
ugly conditions, | feel guilty for throw-
ing alittle tantrum and take up the oars
again. Thiscyclewill repeat itself many
times throughout the night,” Mr Rich-

Phuket CrossFit trainer Luke Richmond.
Photo: Row2Rio

mond wrote.

Adding to the chaos of the night shift
were flying fish, which were just an-
other hazard for the rowers. One
reportedly knocked Ms Parker in the
head and Mr Richmond was slammed
in the back.

Fatigue has set in and the rowers
bodies have begun to change, as re-
sources are pulled from unessential

muscle groups.

“1 have done a body evaluation to-
day — my calves have decided to pack
up and go on holiday. | think half of my
guads have gone with them. It seems
that any muscle tissue that isn't being
used for this specific task has been con-
sumed for energy,” wrote Mr Richmond
last week.

Though the heat at the equator isbru-
tal, forcing the entire team to be
hyper-aware of signsof heat exhaustion,
dehydration and sunburn, the days of the
rowersareaso filled with unadulterated
beauty.

“We are in the middle of one of the
most beautiful places on our earth. The
sunrises are amazing and the stars fill
the sky from horizon to horizon. Every
morning, | wake up truly grateful to be
part of this crazy adventure,” wrote Mr
Richmond.

— Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Sceptered 19e Speedboats,

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbeall

&

| RECENTLY drove along
Rawai beach road, and counted
the number of speedboats
hoovering up passengers for
island day-trips to Koh Phi Phi
and Racha. There were 27,
mostly belonging to one com-
pany. Later that day, | took the
ravishingly beautiful route
around Promthep Cape, down
the twisting road to Nai Harn
beach and on to secluded Ao
Sane. Secluded? Or so | had al-
waysthought. Infact, numerous
vehicles had made the hazard-
ous trip aong the narrow head-
land road, and the steep slope
directly behind the beach, bull-
dozed to create an artificial
sandy beach, wascrammed with
sunbeds. | counted 62. What a
transformation.

“So what?’ you may snort.
“It'shigh season. And these are
holiday venuesworth visiting”.
True and true again. But my
point is this. A great deal has
been written about the need to
preserve the island’s unique
natural heritage.

Often such outpourings have
come after shocking incidents
at sea — the discovery of a
mangled porpoise or an ampu-
tee turtle; worse, the demise of
arare dugong, or most recently
ahuman snorkeler. Sometimes,
nylon nets are the culprits, but
all too often mutilation or death
is caused by the propeller of a
recklessly driven speedboat.
They are not called ‘speed-

UN- Iougs and |et-Kier's

Despite government offices touting the ‘natural beauty’ of Phuket, many island beaches are cluttered with
tourist activities that do little to preserve this beauty. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli

boats for nothing.

And even when the out-
boards are turned off, these
people-carriers still wreak
havoc with the marine environ-
ment. On the afflicted coral
reefs of Racha, you can see the
gouging effect of anchors care-
lessly tossed among the
delicate coral; the walkways
cut through the reefs, and the
impact of trampling feet aspas-
sengers wade ashore.

Talking of motorized water
transport, there was a powerful
lobby intent on banishing jet-
skisfrom Phuket, after so many
unsavory incidents involving
collisions and injuries, or ex-
tortion scams for “damaged”
equipment.

Yet at this very moment,
Patong has jet skis galore, hur-
tling around the bay, or lined
up for the next unsuspecting
customer. Another accident

waiting to happen?

On the other hand, there has,
to my knowledge, never been
any systematic attempt, either
to enforce existing power boat
regulations, or better to re-write
the book and make the rules
stricter. Surely it'stimefor dra-
conian measures, if only to
regulate proliferating numbers
at pick-up points such as
Chalong and Rawai, and to
control precisely where they
can go and drop anchor and at
what speed.

As for the seaside issue, we
understood that Phuket's
beaches were to be returned to
their former pristine glory. In
fairness, this has happened at
many venues, where 10 per cent
zonesfor umbrellavendorshave
been established. Nai Harn no
longer has encroaching restau-
rants among the casuarina
groves, itsbeach isfree of hired
sun-loungers.

Despite a partial December

reprieve, prompt action hasbeen
taken at Surin Beach to remove
illegal structures such asrestau-
rants and even nightclubs.
Even better, Freedom, Nui
and Lay Pang beaches are to be
declared ‘virgin' areas with no
commercia clutter at all. Re-
turned to the people, the notion
of the ‘ private beach’ has appar-
ently all but vanished. Life
guards have returned with astar-
tling drop in sea-side drownings.
Better ill, some beaches have
better rubbish disposal facilities,
even if public showers and toi-
lets still seem some way off.
Andyet.... Why isAo Sane
apparently immune to such
strictures?
If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell@
gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

—= el

Celebrate Earth Day by planting
trees. Photo: Public Domain

Earth Day
2016 on the
horizon

NEXT week, more than one
billion people in 192 countries
will take action to protect our
shared environment. All across
the globe, in big citiesto small
villages and everything in-be-
tween, people are organizing,
demanding climate action,
cleaning up their local commu-
nities, meeting with their
elected officials, planting
trees,and teaching their chil-
dren to protect our planet.

This year, in a rare and spe-
cial event, United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
has invited every world leader
to the United Nations to offi-
cially sign the Paris Climate
Agreement. It isno coincidence
that the agreement is being
opened for signatures on April
22, Earth Day.

Also this year, Earth Day
Network (EDN) isfocusing on
the urgent need to plant new
treesand forestsworldwide. As
EDN beginsthefour year count
down to Earth Day’s 50th an-
niversary in 2020, EDN is
pledging to plant 7.8 billion
trees worldwide — one for ev-
ery person on Earth.

— Earth Day Network

- N P SE

Send us your dirtiest Phuket pics
and a GPS location for a chance to win!

Facebook: Phuket Gazette :
Email: Editor@PhuketGazette.net 2
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Beautiful
JSeylist
Unigue
Clegart
It

Gxciting

Let Rose introduce you to the Phuket people,
places, events and activities that make her

Rose S choices so worthy of these adjectives.
Favorites s )

Favorites # Watch Rose's Favorites on the award-winning
‘Phuket Today’ show, broadcast daily all over

‘ﬁ-_x Thailand and beyond.
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Unusual times in Phuket

‘Millenids may be the new tourlsm demographlc to target

& § Across the Land

By Amy Koh

A TYPICAL ‘high season’ in
Phuket is usually from No-
vember to April every year,
with the ‘peak season’ being
December and January. How-
ever, this has not been the
casefor 2015/2016, where the
high season and peak season
has passed by hitting a large
speed bump. Nearly every
business on the island — tour
companies, sailboat hires,
hair & nail salons, massage
shops and restaurants — have
complained of a slow and
quiet season.

Traditionally, most busi-
nesses on the island make
enough money in the high sea-
son to cover overheads and
expenses during the low sea-
son, until the next high season
isupon them again. With apoor
high season gone past, most
businessownershavevery little
to tide themselves over the low
season.

Dependency on high sea-
son business alone is no
longer sufficient to sustain
any business throughout the
year. New strategies and new
markets for the low season

i ==
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The wor Id’s largest travel sjte

Millenials pay close attention to reviews on websites such as Tr|pAdV|sor Photo: Travelarz

and diversification for both
seasons throughout the year
should be sought. Even mar-
keting strategies have to adapt
to the changed markets, with
marketers now seeking con-
sumers on social media
platforms through creative
and engaging content. Clever
marketing, aimed at the expe-
rience seeking generation of
travellers from Asia’'s emerg-
ing markets, could make up
for the numbers in the low
season.

This new generation of

travellers, better known as
‘Millennials’, is a growing
market segment with aunique
influence through social me-
dia. Millienial is defined by
Wikimedia as the Millennial
Generation or Generation Y
and isthe demographic cohort
following Generation X.
There are no precise dates for
when the generation starts and
ends; most researchers and
commentators use birth years
ranging from the early 1980s
to around 2000.
Millennialswield substantial

Another service city project
to be developed In Vietham

AMATA VN, the mgjor indus-
trial estate developer in Viet-
nam and asubsidiary of Amata
Corporation Pcl. (“AMATA”),
has been granted the second
licence to develop the Amata
Service City Long Thanh 1 on
346rai of land near Ho Chi
Minh City, expecting to start
operating it in 2018.

Somhatai Panichewa, chief
executive officer, said that the
areaaccounted for 53 per cent
of the total area of 649.25rai.
The company applied for
the licences in Dong Nai
province.

Construction of the US$23
million (810mn baht) project,
including a residential area,
commercial area, warehouse
and logistics system, is ex-
pected to commence in 2018
and be completed in 2019,
when the land will be ready for

The service city by Amata Vn is
part of a larger industrial and
residential estate. Image: Amata

investment from private inves-
tors, both local and foreign.

The project is in a strate-
gic location to support air,
marine and land logistics
transport. It is adjacent to
Amata City Bien Hoa, the
company’s first industrial es-
tatein Vietham. That will help
link the supply chains of the
two industrial estates, Ms
Somhatai said.

It is also near Long Thanh

International Airport, which
would make things easier for
investors.

The first licence was
granted last year for develop-
ing the Amata City Long
Thanh (high-tech real-estate)
project on 2,562rai. It is ex-
pected to be ready for
investment next year.

Theprojectisapart of aplan
to build industrial-estate and
residential areas covering more
than 7,900rai.

The two licences are among
four it has applied for. The last
two are expected to be granted
next quarter.

They are for the develop-
ment of Amata City Long
Thanh and Amata Service City
Long Thanh 2 on 303 rai and
another Amata Township Long
Thanh on 4,706.25 rai.

— The Nation

online influence by sharing in-
formation, opinions and
feedback, and where such user
generated contents are
‘trusted’. A poor feedback or
review by any traveller, espe-
cialy on the world’s largest
travel website, TripAdvisor,
could be detrimental to any
business or property owner.
Just one negative comment
could affect potential clients
and take a while to recover
from. It is no surprise that ho-
tels and rental agencies have
invested in alarge IT team to

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE, AIR CONDITIONERS & PLUMBING

OUR SERVICES

createinteresting and up to date
content for all forms of social
media.

Similarly, for individual
property owners, depending
on rentals during the high sea-
son alone may no longer be
sufficient, and opening up the
opportunity to cater to the
new breed of travellerswill be
an interesting prospect.

Even without the backing
of alarge IT team to promote
their properties, individual
property owners could start by
setting up a website featuring
their property. The website
can then be used to point out
real estate agents and service
providers to potential clients,
as well as serve as a platform
where all the relevant photos
and other important informa-
tion regarding the property is
featured.

Listings with websites such
as TripAdvisor, Airbnb,
Flipkey and the like could
also help owners widen their
reach for potential clients and
tap into the market for
Millenial travellers.

Amy Koh is the sales manager of
Engel & Voelkers Phuket. To
contact Amy or for more
information, visit www.engel
voelkers.com/en/phuket

KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

Email: keehinphuket@gmail.com www.keehin.com

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass) , T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076- 261 477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

RAWAI:
MORE FOR LESS

Available for sale or rent.
Superb, spacious Rawai
home, 4 ensuite bedrooms,
1,038sgm gardens, guest-
house or office, private pool,
maid's room. Price reduced,
only 12 million baht. For
more information, please
call 087-273 0141 (English).
Email: alangath @gmail.
com

VERY RARE DUPLEX
PENTHOUSE

Kata Beach center. 5-6 big
bedrooms, big living room &
terraces. In and outdoor kit-
chen, fully furnished, jacuzzi
with the sun set view. Total
450sqgm. Private elevator en-
trance, indoor pool and
sauna. Close to the beach
and facilities. Secured park-
ing. Reduced price from 35
million baht. Now 29 mil-
lion baht (only 64,000 baht/
sgm). Contact Alicia. Tel:
095-729 0826. Email: mano
ratravel2013 @hotmail.com

PENTHOUSE
AT EKKAMAIBANGKOK

Luxury penthouse near BTS -
Ekkamai Station. 500sgqm, 4
bedrooms, modern apartment,
building builtin 2007, wide se-
lection of amenities. Tel: 061-
780 8555. Email: paul@orient
thairealestate.com, www.orient
thairealestate.com/properties/
penthouse-sale-ekkamai/

LAND FOR SALE

3-minute drive to Surin Beach.
1.4 rai. 36 million baht. For more
information, please call 081-868
7676.

ASIA PACIFIC
PROPERTY
AWARDS

ARCHITECTURE

Royal place condo, 3fl at the cormer with swimming
pool view, 45s5gm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 084-4746%9412 | annanoil @hotmail.com

GOLDEN LAND
PHANG-NGA PROVINCE
Golden property in Thap Put,
Phang-Nga Province, 26 rai. Tel:
095-257 8227. Email: anthony
bargar@gmail.com, www.land

buythai.com

DCONDO KATHU
FORSALE
6th floor, nice view and good
price: 1 million baht only.
Tel: 089-729 9009 (English).
Email: ksenia.kukonos @
gmail.com

BEACHFRONT
POOLVILLA

Chalong Bay. For sale / rent.
3 bedrooms, 1 rai. Tel: 089-
649 9939. Email: siri_ phu

PATONG TOWER/

ANDAMAN BEACH SUITES

CONDO

Tel: 080-692 6114 . Email: patong
realestate @ gmail.com

ket@changrunner.com

3-BEDROOM VILLA

THALANG
For sale: 4.5 million baht or
long-term rental: 16,000
baht. 400sgm land. Very
safe and quiet location. Soi
Bang Niao Dam. Tel: 081-080
8831. Email: jstuder@lox
info.co.th

NEW Waterfront Home
For Sale

in Loch Palm Golf Club, Phuket, a must...see!

Con
Kenneth C. Abday

68-1649-3557

Email: kenta'phuketlifestyle.com
www, phuketlifestyle.com

KATABEACH BARGAIN

Two new 1-bedroom apart-
ments, 60sgm fully fur-
nished high quality in small
suite hotel. Indoor pool,
sauna, secured parking,
low maintenance, close to
all facilities. Reduced from
3.2 million baht. Now 2.9
million baht each. All 2 to-
gether 5.5 million baht
(45,000 baht/sgm). Contact
Alicia. Tel: 095-729 0826.
Email: manoratravel2013@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
TOP LAND VILLAGE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

PATONG POOL VILLA
FOR SALE

Freehold, 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms. Dining room,
open plan lounge, kitchen.
Bargain price: 7.9 million
baht. For more information,
please call 087-893 1758.
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PROPERTY FOR RENT

KATATOWNHOUSE

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 5
min to beach. Bargain: 19,500
baht monthly. Tel: 086-057
7714.

POOLHOUSE
FOR RENT

500m from Thanyapura.
Ideal for female teacher.
10,000 baht PCM. Contact
Suwan. Tel: 083-833 9950.

LARGE HOUSE FOR RENT
Large 4-bedroom house with
private swimming pool for long-
term rent. Walking distance to
Nai Harn Beach. Address: 27/16
Soi Naya. 50,000 baht/month.
Tel: 095-061 2868 (English &
Thai). Email: [.dewis @ hotmail.
com

34sgm,1 bedroom, living
room, fully furnished, oppo-
site Central Festival Phuket.
Phuket town. Please call
081-537 9878 (English &
Thai). Email: tiwus@hot
mail.co.th

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

2 HOUSES FOR RENT
IN PATONG
1 bedroom: 6,000 baht. 2 bed-
rooms: 8,500 baht. Quiet and
nice place. Tel: 089-650 5135
(English & Thai).

STUDIO
2 BEDROOMS + POOL

Special rates in March/April
for studio, 2-bed apartments.
Shared pool, WiFi, maid service
included. Starting 9,000 baht/
month. Also 2-bed pool villa
available. Chalong. Tel: 086-282
6221 (English).

GREAT CONDO
LOCATION

Long-term rent - DCondo
Mine, 6th floor, new fully fur-
nished, 2-bedroom, 2-bath-
room condo with kitchen.
100m swimming pool, gym,
INet, 2 cable TVs, 3 aircons,
washing machine, parking,
security. Close to all shop-
ping malls. 28,000 baht/
month. Kathu. Tel: 081-893
9127 (English), 087-886
7895 (Thai). Email: duncan
eclipse @yahoo.co.uk

KAMALA PEACEFUL
TOWNHOUSE
Peaceful fully-furnished town-
house in Kamala, Phuket for
long-term rent (or sale). Tel: 093-
582 2766 (English). Email: heidi
roth @hotmail.com, for further
details and video, please see
our website at http://heidihau
tomo.wix.com/kamalahouse

forrent

ZCAPE STUDIO APT
Furnished. Close to all ameni-
ties. Long term. Available now.
Cherng Talay. Email: jgkg24 @
hotmail.com

SPACIOUS STUDIO
PATONG

Located 8-minute walk to Pa-
tong Beach. Situated on 6th
floor, furnished with a large
double bed, TV & DVD player.
Kitchen with microwave, fridge,
toaster and an electric kettle.
Rent from 9,500 baht monthly
(low season), inclusive cleaning
and linen change weekly. Utili-
ties at tenants cost. Tel: +852
09-794 2454 (English). Email:
casajope @yahoo.com

LARGE 3-BEDROOM

POOLVILLA
3 bathrooms, 3 aircons, fur-
nished, large outdoor living area,
quiet cul-de-sac, covered park-
ing area, walled garden, electric
gate. Long term: 45,000 baht/
month. Rawai. Tel: 080-533 76
69. Email: franapat@ gmail.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT

e

Quiet location on Chao Fa
West Road. Short/long-
term rental. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, shared pool,
cable TV, security - camera.
Please call 089-724 3669.
Email: nommon_n@ hot
mail.com

RAWAISEA VIEW
CONDOMINIUM

Short/long-term rental. 1 &
2 bedroom apartments, fully
furnished. Stunning sea view,
large swimming pool, lift. For
more information, please call
093-574 2533. Email: reser
vation @almaliresidence.
com

CONDO
FOR RENT/SALE

2-3 bedrooms at Laem-
Ka Beach, Rawai. Please
email to bnarakamon@g
mail.com

NEW BUILDING FOR RENT

8 condos (Loft), furnished, 100 sqm each, 1km from the Beach
and Jungceylon. Contract 9 years, key money: 2.4 million baht.
Rent: 130,000 baht/month. 15 partners online now. Tel: 087-161
6984. Email: tayeb805 @hotmail.com

PATONG 1 & 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

For 1 year rental. Free cable,
Wifi, weekly cleaning, large pool,
kids pool, pool table, parking and
more. Start from 20,000 baht
per month. Tel: 080-052 8082,
085-694 6463 (English & Thai).
Email: phvcondo@aol.com

LOVELY HOUSE
WITH POOL
Fully furnished, aircon, TV. Free
pool, WiFi. Long / short term.
Rawai / Chalong near pier. Tel:
089-475 1200 (English & Th ai).
Email: info@welcome-inn.com
Please visit our website at http:
/lwelcomeinn-phuket.com

8,000 BAHT / MONTH
4-BEDROOM HOUSE
Nature surrounding on sea ca-
nal near Boat Lagoon. Long
term only. Tel: 081-892 4311.

CHALONG AREA
HOUSE
1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area.
Fully furnished. Tel: 081-892
4311. http://palaigreen.weeb
ly.com

2-BED APARTMENT
Patong. Fully furnished, pool,
sea view, quiet. 100sgm. 15,000
baht. Email: bricothailand @ hot
mail.com

Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sqm, 2 fl, Studio room,

fully furnished.

TOWNHOUSE

FOR RENT/SALE
Phuket Townhouse, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 aircons,
car park. Furnished, quiet local-
ity. Near Central Festival. Long
term: 15,000 baht / month.
Please call 081-719 7015 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: jassarabee
@gmail.com

NAIHARN HOUSE
2KM TO BEACH
2-bedroom house in quiet Soi
near beach, close to shops and
top restaurants. For more infor-
mation, please call 076-390384,
090-875 3683. Email: kkareth
@gmail.com, www2.houses
cape.org.uk/cgi-bin/full.pl?&

wmal&&WMA1000279&&

PROPERTY SERVICES

FIND YOUR DREAM PROPERTY
NOW ON

DDproperty.com

NO.1 PROPERTY WEBSITE IN THAILAND

LIET YOUR PROFERTY

et L L

" DDproperty
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BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

HARWELL LEGAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICE
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Legal Services:

= Litigations and Notices Services
* Thai Wills & Testaments

* Marriage Registration and Divorce

* Child Guatody and Adoptmn
- d Dil

Tel: +66-(0)76-383180 | Mobile: +66-(0)89-633 3662
Emall: office @ harwell-legal.com
9/51 Moo 8, Chaofa East Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phuket

www.harwell-legal.com

3 IN 1 POINT OF

SALES SERVICE
Are you running a restaurant,
bar, resort, spa, retail store,
kiosk, fitness center? GHBS-
POSisa3in 1 point of sale sys-
tem that allows your service and
sales team to better coordinate
its effort and places the empha-
sis back on its clientele. Fast or-
dering, quick service, happier
customers and being in control
are your key benefits.Tel: 085-
784 3043 (English). Email: prod
ders@gmail.com, www.ghbs-
pos.com

BULLETINS

Alcoholice
Anonvmoiis
If you want to drink
that is your business

15 YUl YRl

LS
HTHINSIONNS
Daily Meetings

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phukelaaflyahoo. com
G()Uglf_" AA Phuket

CcLUB

MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Life membership for sale.
470,000 baht, includes transfer.
Tel: 087-887 9506.

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

2 BARS FOR SALE
Playschool a gogo & navy bar.
In the heart of Patong. Bangla
Road. Sea Dragon. 4 million baht
O.N.O. Tel: 081-083 3231.

POOLTABLES

POOLTABLE
COIN OPERATED

All accessories included.
35,000 baht. Excellent con-
dition. Bargain. Tel: 083-833
9950.

JOBS / RECRUITMENT

CUSTOMER SUPPORT
MANAGER

Senior customer support
manager / representative
to work independently from
office and home to build and
manage CSR department
for small telecom compa-
ny. Duties: Speak to custom-
ers by phone and email via
Blackberry. Create customer
support operating proce-
dures. Deliver daily reports.
Escalate inquiries to other
departments. Use CRM soft-
ware to create and manage
support ticket system. Per-
fect English skills written
and verbal. Minimum 5 years
experience. 6 days a week:
Monday-Saturday 9am-
5pm. Email: exec.admin@
securecomm.mobi

®

ADISHA TORRE
m—-..-

** &TAIT REQUIRED **
w

* 25,000 salary negotiable
= High commission given
= Enthusiastic and hard working
* Retail experience required
* Service-oriented
= Good English

Contact Ploy. Tel: 085-363 2763 |
Email: ploypiyadal304@gmail. mm

-i' Banana W&alk F"amng £
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VILLA & GUEST
MANAGER

You will manage a team tak-
ing care of 3 luxury villas,
and their guests. Excellent
English, computer skills,
driving license and a cheer-
ful manner required. Tel:
081-787 1752 (Thai). Please
send CV with photo to Mike
at mjoneilluk@yahoo.co.uk

PROJECT MANAGER
(URGENT)
We urgently need an experi-
enced project manager. Thai or
expat with excellent English (we
provide work permit). Good sal-
ary. Tel: 095-429 9806 (English
& Thai). Please send CV to san
droxie @ hotmail.com

Manager
I Plannlng and organizing accommodation, catering and other hotel services |
"' +* Promoting and marketing the business Yo
" 1+ Managing budgets and financial plans as well as controlling expenditure &
* Maintaining statistical and financial records '?'
+ Setting and achieving sales and profit targets R
+ Analyzing sales figures and devising marketing and revenue management stlateglesn
1+ Recruiting, training and monitoring staff Wl
\ *Planning work schedules for individuals and teams }
* Meeting and greeting customers
|+ Dealing with customer complaints and comments
» Addressing problems and troubleshooting
* Ensuring events and conferences run smoothly
= Supervising maintenance, supplies, renovations and furnishings
» Dealing with contractors and suppliers
« Ensuring security is effective
« Carrying out inspections of property and services
+ Ensuring compliance with licensing laws, health and safety and other
statutory regulations
- Experience with references in Asia or Thailand

+ Welcome visitors by greeting them, in person or on the telephone;
answering or referring inquiries

* Keep up to date with current promotions and hotel pricing, provide information
to guests on request while maximizing bedroom sales opportunities

* Supervise reservations and allocation of bedrooms with the Executive Housekeeper

« Monitor customer's accounts and till accounts

» Excellent verbal and written English communication skills

* Over 1 year experience will be advantage

* Prepare alcohol or non-alcohol drinks

* Interact with customers, take orders and serve snacks and drinks

+ Assess customers’ needs, preferences and make recommendations
* Mix ingredients to prepare cocktails

» Restock and replenish bar inventories and supplies

« Comply with all food and beverage regulations

Housekeeping Supervisor

* Qversee the work of housekeeping staff
* Inspect guest rooms before checking in
* Supervise room cleaning and replenishing duties
'+ Plan schedules for housekeeping staff
% Hand out individual work assignments 9
* Ensure training of new hires W
*Issue supplies to housekeeping staff at the beginning of each shift Y

' Contact Monthipa. Tel: 083-691 4028.

Email: info@theviewphuket.com
Website: http://theviewphuket.com

WWD: 5

WRRLOWIDE DIYE & SalL
Worldwide Dive and Sail own and operate a range of diving,
sailing and cruising yachts across Asia and the Pacific including
the Siren Fleet, Moster Liveoboards ond The Junk dive liveaboards.

To support our fast and dynamic expansion,
we are recruiting for the following position:

@ Travel Consultant

The Travel Cansuliant handles domestic travel requirements for cur
guests and all domestic/intemnational travel requirements
for cur staff/business pariners.

Interested candidates can send o résumé and a cover leter af:
employment@wwdas.com
Folm cinls S cppliaaifione S fy
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DIVE BOAT FOR SALE

Dive Boat Asian Adventure,
18m x 4.6m, 1.7m depth, 1
engine 315hp. 40 passen-
gers + 3 crews capacity. Lo-
cated at Chalong. Tel: 084-
182 8685. Email: Sales@

joydive.asia

PERFECT BOAT

Includes lot of fishing equip-
ment, 4-stroke Yamaha 100hp,
almost new. Koh Lanta. Tel: 099-
232 0532 (English), 083-181
9490 (English). Email: thomas
@betonghaltagningnbt.se

CRADLE SET OF 9
PIECES FOR BOAT
Great price all for 9,500 baht.
For more information, please call
084-625 5090. Email: Lemcloe

@gmail.com

BOAT SHARE

53 feet, motor yacht, 3 cab-
ins, well maintained. 2 exist-
ing partners seek 1 more.
Established & fair system
to split costs. Everything at
cost, no business mark up!
Buy in US$70,000. Tel: 089-
866 4405 (English).

WHEELS &

MOTORS

GEM CAR GOLF CART
Price new: 360,000 baht. New
batteries, delivered to your site.
Sale: 230,000 baht O.N.O.
Please call or send email for
photo and detailed brochure.
Tel: 081-487 4812. Email: lams
den@phuketemail.com

FORTUNER
TRD SPORTIVO

2014 model. 11,400km only.
3L. 4WD. Turbo charged.
Traction control. Cruise con-
trol. GPS. Dash cam. Auto
mirrors. 1,000 & 10,000km
service records. As new. Ex-
cellent condition. 1.36 million
baht. Offers accepted. Tel:
087-461 4084 (English).
Email: peter@pjbolton.com

TOYOTA COROLLA
ALTIS TRD 1.8

September 2011. 58,000km,
1 farang owner. Toyota ser-
vice. No accidents. Top con-
dition. Tel: 086-043 4315
(English/German). Email:
perdompert@hotmail.com

2004 TOYOTA AVANZA
240,000 BAHT
Excellent condition 66,500km.
7 seats in gold w/black interior.
Automatic. Tel: 076-385909,
087-277 5216 (English). Email:

curlyphyl@yahoo.com

CAR FOR RENT
10,000 BAHT

—

Short- or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Call or
WhatsApp: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@ hotmail.

com

CAR RENT
@ FAIR PRICES

Low season. Long-term rental
from 12,000 baht/month. Daily
from 600 baht, 4 days minimum.
Special SUV, Isuzu, MU7:
18,000 baht monthly. Thalang.
For more information, please
call 084-847 4377 (English),
085-655 2613 (English & Thai).
Email: stigisaan @gmail.com

HONDA SHADOW
1100 CC
FOR SALE

Year 1995. Perfect condi-
tion. Book insurance.Sale:
225,000 baht. Must see. Nai
Harn. For more information,
please call 085-787 3046
(English). Email: patrick
meo @gmail.com

or promote your event/

¥a  Thailand Yacht Show

: THAILAND
=il 2016 11-14 Feb 2016

We add buzzzzz, and do it
where the message cannot be missed!

Tel: 076-273555
Ask for John or Oranee
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Redefining the path to success

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

PRACHOOM Tantiprasertsuk
has made her mark as afemale
general manager in the largely
male dominated Phuket hospi-
tality industry, and has done it
with an ease and elegance en-
tirely her own. Her unassum-
ing demeanor belies her very
real, very lofty accomplish-
ments — becoming one of the
youngest female hotel directors
in Thailand when she was less
than 27 years of age.

Ms Prachoom studied Hotel
Management from London City
College and jumped right into
the hospitality industry on her
return to Thailand. With brands
such as W Marriott, Marriott
Hotels Riverside, Four Seasons
Hotel Bangkok (now rebranded
to Anantara), Hotel Shangrila,
Hotel Peninsula and Dusit
Thani Laguna Phuket under her
belt, Ms Prachoom has over-
come obstacles effortlesdly.

Ms Prachoom says that be-
ing a female general manager
isachallenge at times, but can
also be advantageous. Shefeels
she possesses asofter and more
patient approach as a woman,
but being a long time profes-

sional intheindustry hastaught
her how to deploy a tougher
approach if needed.

She believes working in the
hospitality industry is her one
true calling. “I was born to be
an hotelier,” she says. “I think
the greatest reward for me in
my career is to see the happy,
smiling faces of returning
guests’.

Guestinteractionisacrucial
aspect of her job. “I want ev-
ery guest who stayshereto feel
like they’re coming back
home,” Ms Prachoom said. “I
try to promote a lively and
friendly atmosphere—likeabig
warm family where everyone
knows each other.”

Ms Prachoom is proud of
her accomplishments—not only
for achieving what so many
women in the industry only
dream of, but also because she
believes she is making a con-
tribution toward her country.
“Being a Thai, I'm proud of
what I'm doing. | believe that
I’'m an ambassador for my
country.”

However, it hasn’t been an
easy ride all the way, she ad-
mits. “Being a single mother
and working such tough hours

HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF PHUNET

An Autherired Dealorship in Soulh of Thailand by Powss Sadlon Motorsper CoLbd.

BAA Thephkrasafifl A, Tambon Theg Kasalir, Ih.lll.nu Disiricl, Phalsd B3110
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took its toll on me at times. It
is especially difficult working
in hospitality because you
never know what to expect and
there are no ‘business hours.
You have to cater to guests
needs at al times. | sometimes
find it difficult to balance my
personal and professional life,
but | consider myself very
lucky to have supportive par-
ents who helped me.”

Her advice to young, aspir-
ing individualsisto grab every
opportunity that they come
across. “1 don't pretend to be
very clever or a great person,
but | am the sort who never lets
go of an opportunity. If | fail,
then so be it. It doesn't matter
because another opportunity
will come along soon. Theim-
portant thing is that you must
never give up, and set yourself
goals for what you want to ac-
complish. Not setting goals is
like running amarathon but not
knowing where you're going;
youwill obviously get tired and
want to give up.”

Ms Prachoom believes in
continuous self improvement as
the only way to move forward.
“l spend my time training
people who work in hospital-

ity. You should

never stop

learning,

no mat-

ter how

ol d s

you fHEed

are.

When

y ou

commit

to work

towards

something,

giveit your abso-

lute best, or

don'tdoitatal. -
£

Rendering:
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That’s how |
have carried
myself from
the very
beginning.
Every day |
ask myself |
if | am con- (
tent with
what |'ve
done, and

if the an-
swer is
no, I go !
back and |
do it all
over

again.”

|
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