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‘I DON’'T WANT TO BE BLAMED FOR MORE DEAD DIVERS'

Move Lo regulate
qiving Industry

B MOTSgepsin
following spat of
deaths, accidents

By Chutharat Plerin

INDEPENDENT diving excursions have
been banned in Phuket and Phang Nga
following a government move to tighten
regulations and increase accountability in
the previously self-regulated industry.

The move comes in the wake of a num-
ber of dive-related deaths and serious
accidents in the region.

“Though the diving industry does have
its own regulations, we need to take a
greater responsibility in ensuring that
divers are safe. The recent accidents have
shown that the only responsible govern-
ment agency is ours,” said Santi Pawai,
director of the Ministry of Tourism and
Sports (MOTS) Phuket Office. “However,
due to a misunderstanding about the roles
diving agencies, suchasPADI, CMASand
SSl, play in the industry, we did not step
in to ensure diving businesses are being
run safely.”

Previously, MOTS simply followed the
standard procedures for approving diving
companies like any other...
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Continued on Pages 4-5  Mr Santi hopes the regulations will eventually go national. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Freak acddent
on superyacht
Kills sailor

A SAILOR onthesuperyacht
Ocean Victory was fatally
injured in afreak accident as
the ship was weighing an-
chor in the Similan Islands
archipelago. The man was
reportedly caught up in a
chain mechanism.

Full story Page 3
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Briefly

Taxi passengers
recovering after

fata car crash

THREE passengers travelling
in a taxi that collided with a
crane on the bypass road on
March 12 are recovering in
hospital and expected to bedis-
charged later this week.

Police are still investigating
the circumstances of the colli-
sion, which resulted in the
death of the taxi driver.

The three Chinese passen-
gers, each of them aged 25
years old, were on their way to
the airport when the collision
occurred.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Guard returns
cash to tourist
at Jungceylon

A FORGETFUL tourist in
Patong was lucky to have a big
wad of cash returned to him on
March 14 after leaving an enve-
lope containing 350,000 baht at
the Jungceylon shopping center.

The cash was found by se-
curity guard Madae Mateha.

Ms Madae found the enve-
lope in ashopping cart near the
elevator and brought it to the
loss prevention office.

The owner of the money
wished to remain anonymous,
but was overjoyed at being re-

Petition launched againg

wild animal exploitation
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More than 2,900 people have signed a petition by the Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand (WFFT),
under the recently launched campaign ‘Stop the Killing and Exploitation of Wild Animals for Tourism’, in
order to get the Prime Minister’s backing to put an end to wild animals being used in the tourist trade at
popular tourist destinations throughout Thailand. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: WFFT

united with his cash when he
returned to the mall.
— Sukawin Tanthavanich

Speedboat taxi
Idea tabled for
Chaong-arport
THE honorary consul to Phuket

from Norway proposed on
March 9 that a speedboat taxi
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servicebeputin placealong the
island’s east coast, connecting
Phuket International Airport
with Chalong.

Phuket Vice Governor
Prajiad Aksornthammakul
noted that initia research done
last year revealed that aboat taxi
from Chalong to Rassadawould
not cut travel time, but will look
into the use of marine transport
for the island's east coast.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

Suspect flees
scene of fatal
hit-and-run

POLICE are hunting a truck
driver who ran over two men
on a motorcycle, killing one
and critically injuring the other,
near the underpass at the
Central Festival Phuket inter-
section in the early morning
hours of March 15.

Witnesses told officers that
the 18-wheeled truck continued
northbound without stopping
after colliding with the motor-
bike.

Neither victim had any form
of identification on them.

Police hope CCTV footage
will help identify the truck
and its driver, as well as the
victims.

— Chutharat Plerin

Disrobed monk
busted while
collecting dms

POLICE arrested a disrobed
monk for donning sacred attire
and collecting ams in Phuket
on March 11.

Police were alerted to
Somsak Donlakorn, 54, by lo-
cal abbot PhraKru Mettapirom.

Mr Somsak was taken to
Wat Mongkhon Nimit to be
guestioned by the abbot.

Mr Somsak left the island
for his hometown, but returned
to Phuket about three weeks
ago to collect ams.

He wastaken to Phuket City
Police Station and charged with
impersonating a monk.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Dengue clams
life of Krabi girl

A NINE-YEAR-OLD Krabi
girl died from dengue fever on
March 12 after being hospital-
ized for four days.

Krabi Provincial Public
Health Office Chief Paisan
Kue-Aroon said he was un-
aware of the case.

Kanyanat Noochaikaew’s
parents said that she didn't re-
spond to treatment.

The Krabi Provincial Public
Health Office will investigate
the matter to help with preven-
tative measures in the future.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Four busted for
snoking heroin

FOUR men were arrested for
smoking heroin in Phuket on
March 10.

The men were found in a
bamboo shack in Thalang with
40.2 grams of heroin, con-
firmed Capt Suchart L uecha of
the Thalang Poalice.

After testing positive for
drugs, three of the suspects told
officers that the drugs belonged
to the fourth suspect, Sanong
Ngankaeng, 46.

All four men were charged
with possession of a Category
1 drug with intent to sell.

— Chutharat Plerin

‘God of the U’
prophet goeson
violent rampage

A MAN who claimed to be a
prophet of the * God of the Sun’
was taken to Vachira Phuket
Hospital on March 9 after turn-
ing violent at a lottery shop in
Phuket Town.

Suktiporn Onsuwan, 45,
claimed that the God of the
Sun had divulged to him the
winning lottery numbers.
However, when he went to
buy the tickets, the shop-
keeper refused to sell them to
him.

Mr Suktiporn then became
enraged, attacking the shop-
keeper and punching nearby
motorcyclists as they drove by.

Officers learned from locals
that Mr Suktiporn lived in the
area and suffers from epilepsy.

—Winai Sarot

Acting marine
chief welcomed

THE new acting chief of the
Phuket Marine Office has
been named as Surachai
Burapanontachai.

Mr Surachal wastransferred
from the Samut Songkhram
Marine Office where he served
as its chief, to fill the position
left open by former Phuket
Marine Chief Phuripat
Theerakul pisut.

Mr Surachai aims to focus
on marine safety and jet-ski
management.

— Kongleaphy Keam
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SAFETY regulations at shooting
ranges in Phuket are to be tightened
following two deaths at ranges in the
province in the past 12 months.

In March last year, a 21-year-old
British man killed himself at Thalang
Shooting Range.

Last week, 38-year-old Estonian
Andres Podra turned a gun on himself

at Patong Hill Shooting Range and died
from a single shot to the head.

Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada vowed to tighten safety
proceduresat al four of Phuket’s shoot-
ing ranges.

“1 will meet with all the operators of
the shooting ranges on theisland to dis-
cusswhat can be doneto improve safety

Estonian’s death prompts shooting range safety review

measures and prevent any incidentslike
this from happening again,” said Gov-
ernor Chamroen.

The secretary of the Phuket Rifle
Shooting Association, Narund Kois-
omboon said he was ready to discuss
safety regulations with the governor and
other shooting range operators.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

The Governor vowed to tighten safety
regulations. Photo: Kongleaphy Keam

Superyacht crew member
Killed in anchoring mishap

German tourist
attacked by
motorbike gang

By Winai Sarot

A CREW member on the
superyacht Ocean Victory was
fatally injured on March 13 in
afreak accident asthe ship was
anchoring off Koh Tachai inthe
Similan Islands archipelago.

The Bulgarian national was
reportedly caught upinachan
mechanism while the 140-
meter superyacht wasweighing
anchor at about 2pm.

The 33-year-old man sus-

tained massive injuries to both
his legs, causing severe blood
loss.

“Hewasrushed to Thaplamu
Pier in Phang Nga on a small
craft dispatched from the
superyacht and then transported
overland by ambulance to
Bangkok Phuket Hospital,

Mr Kiesl was foIIowed back to his
hotel. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

POLICE are hunting for a mo-
torbike gang member who at-
tacked a German tourist and a
Thai woman in Rawai on
March 10.

Siegfried Kiedl, 58, told po-
lice that he was crossing the
Rawai beachfront road with
three friends when a young
man racing on a motorbike
crashed into him.

The man and a gang of oth-
ers on motorbikes followed the
truck Mr Kiesl was driving

where he was pronounced dead
on arrival,” said Royal Thai
Navy Chief Petty Officer
Watcharin Promruang of the
Third Naval Area Command.
Measuring 459.32 feet in
length, the Ocean Victory, cur-
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The Bulgarian national was a crew member on board the 459.32 foot superyacht Ocean Victory owned by
politician Viktor Rashnikov and one of the 10 largest superyachts in the world. Photo: Espen Oeino

the name of the deceased until
it has been confirmed that the
victim'srelatives have been in-
formed of the incident.

rently sailing under the flag of
Cayman Islands, is one of the
10 largest superyachts in the
world. Thevessel waslaunched

in 2014 and is owned by Rus-

sian steel magnate and

politician, Viktor Rashnikov.
The Gazette is withholding

back to his hotel.

The woman, who police de-
clined to name, was allegedly
kicked and thrown against the
truck when trying to speak to
the group of motorbike drivers.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Charging tourigsto keep
Ma Khao Beach clean

EXASPERATED officias at
Mai Khao Beach are urging the
public to help maintain clean-
linessinthearea They areeven
threatening toimplement avisi-
tors' fee to contribute toward
trash management, if flagrant
littering continues.

“We are putting together a
plan to collect a fee from the
public and use that money to
hire staff to collect trash,”
Sarawut Sisakukam, president
of the Mai Khao Administra-
tion Organization (OrBorTor),
told the Gazette.

Visitors often come to Mai
Khao Beach to take pictures
with low airplanestaking off or
landing at Phuket International
Airport. However, a different
sort of picture from the beach
was also being shared on socia
media. The Gazette forwarded
pictures of trash littering the
sands to Mai Khao OrBorTor

To avoid fees beachgoers need to stop littering. Photo: Pom Siambud

officials.

“We have already placed
rubbish bins at the entrance.
Even though thereisn’t one on
the beach, people should have
enough common sense not to
litter,” Mr Sarawut said.

“We have yet to erect ‘no
littering’ signs, but no matter
how much effort we make,
people still behave irrespon-
sibly.”

Rubbish trucks are unable to
access the area, as the road
leading to the beach is too nar-
row. Currently, maintenance
workers have to empty the bins
and carry them to the truck, Mr
Sarawut explained.

“If visitors do not want to pay
the fee, we strongly urge them
to properly dispose of their own
trash,” Mr Sarawut added.

— Kongleaphy Keam

BREATHING
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DURING SLEEP
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LIFE-THREATENING

*Obstructive Sleep Apnea (0OSA) is a common serious sleep
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exercise. Sleep specialists recommend an overnight study called
Folysomnography (PSG) to reveal an individual's current sleep
data, number of times breathing is impaired during sleep, and the
severity of sleep apnea.
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Continued from Page 1

...tour companies, with no spe-
cial checkson equipment or the
quality of the dive boats, Mr
Santi explained.

“The first step to creating
greater accountability within
the industry is banning private
diving. It doesn't matter how
gualified you are or if you're
diving with abuddy; it's neces-
sary for your diving excursion
to be linked to a recognized
dive business,” he said.

Mr Santi explained that re-
sponsibility needed to go
beyond the individua respon-
sibility each diver shoulders
when being certified in the ac-
tivity. He noted that if a dive
accident occurred and the diver
was not connected to a dive
company, the boat owner would
be investigated for possible
negligence.

The MOTS
has contacted
representatives
from PADI and
CMAS in hopes
of using their
expertiseto help
with equipment
and boat i nspec-
tions. Both have
reportedly been
more than will-
ing to assist the
government.

“Diving busi-
nesses will still
have to obtain
the usual tour
operator  li-

valid for two
years. However,
we will also do
an annual
equipment and safety check,”
Mr Santi noted. “Additionally,
there will be pop-up, on-water
inspections, where we will
check whether or not diving in-
structors on board are
qualified.”

On New Year's Eve, patrol-
ling Krabi Marine Police put
seven Phuket dive instructors
behind bars for illegally work-
ing in the province.

“All seven suspects were
certified dive instructors with
work permits. However, the
work permitswere for Phuket,
not Krabi,” Krabi Marine
Police Chief  Anurak
Parinyasathiragul told the Ga-
zette at the time. “The boat
they were working on,
Aragon, was taking tourists to
dive sites around Phi Phi,

£ Once we start
enforcing these new
regulations, we will do
cence, which is it yniformly. We will not

pick on anyone. 1
— Santi Pawai, director
MOTS Phuket Office

which isin Krabi.”

Though Krabi is outside of
his jurisdiction, Mr Santi ex-
plained that he would be
co-ordinating with Phuket
Marine Policeto run similarin-
vestigations.

Also co-ordinating with
MOTS and the dive agencies
will bethe Association of Thai-
land for Underwater Sports
(ATUS), which became ac-
tively involved in the Phuket
dive industry after 20 instruc-
tors were rounded up at
Chalong Pier and allegedly ex-
torted in 2014.

“What appears to be the
problemiswhat iswritteninthe
diveinstructors work permits.
Thework islisted as‘ divingin-
structor’ and under this
definition dive instructors are
not allowed to do anything else,
not even carry their own dive
equipment,” a
legal represen-
tative at thetime
said.

Now, ATUS
isstepping in to
help co-ordinate
efforts between
the MOTS and
diving certify-
ing agencies.
Two ATUS rep-
resentatives
joined a PADI
meeting in Kata
on March 8 that
reiterated the
need for dive
professionals to
adhere to all
safety regula-
tions.

About 50
diveprofession-
als, repres-
enting a strong cross section of
certification levels and nation-
alities, were in attendance.

“What we'd liketo doisre-
emphasize a few points. The
reason we have the system and
get you to use the system is
because the system has been
tried, tested and proven — and
it works,” explained Robert J
Scammell, a PADI instructor
examiner, at the presentation.
“It’s there to support you, and
the student learnsin anice easy
way.”

Both Mr Scammell and
PADI Regional Manager Andy
Auer pointed out that devia-
tions from the rules and
regulations not only opened up
professionals to criminal
chargesif something happened
on thedive, but aso could lead
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regulations become mode

to being expelled from PADI —
though that would be the least
of theinstructors worries, they
noted.

“People dying while diving
isnot just a private issue to be
dealt with by the company and
those involved. It has greater
ramifications, effecting the en-
tire reputation of the country.
Therefore, we haveto help each
other solve the problems,” said
ATUS President Secretary
Ratanaporn Promchoo, who
attended the PADI meeting.

“PADI has expressed a de-
termination to motivate their
members to put a greater em-
phasis on diver safety and
happiness than on money. This
shows that PADI taking the
necessary responsibility for
what happensin Phuket and the
rest of Thailand.”

Ms Ratanaporn confirmed
that her office would be look-
ing to work with Dive Supply,
as well as PADI and SSI, to
help train officers, so that they
have a better understanding of
the industry.

“Such training will help en-
sure that we all have the same
idea and are able to move for-
ward together,” she said.

A number of widely-used
self-regulated guidelinesin the
industry will now fall within
government regulations, con-
firmed Mr Santi.
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There is nothing wrong with goofing around underwater, but following safety regulations established by
dive certifying agencies is of utmost importance. Photo: Scott

“There must be at least one
dive instructor per boat and at
least one tour guide per boat;
There must be a maximum ra-
tio of five divers to one
professiona at any time,” Mr
Santi said.

Withintheindustry, the under-
lying rule for all certified dive
professionals is whether or not
the actions were in line with
thoseof a' prudent’ professiondl.

One measure that Mr Santi
is considering implementing
that goes beyond the current

industry standards revolves
around medical check-ups.
Currently, dive companieshave
participants fill out and sign a
medical waiver. Only if the par-
ticipant is flagged for potential
health risks, are they required
to get signed approval to dive
from a medical professional.
“lwouldliketo seeall divers
have a bill of good health on
file with the company they are
diving with,” Mr Santi said. “I
have gotten a lot of negative
feedback about this idea,

mostly with regards to the bar-
riersit raisesthat might prevent
healthy individuals from par-
ticipating in the activity.”

Nonetheless, Mr Santi ex-
plained that ensuring everyone
was seen by a doctor prior to
diving would increase safety
within the industry.

“If it’s too much of an issue
to have tourists go to a local
doctor to get certified, perhaps
dive companies could consider
having their own medical
staff,” he said.

Mr Santi explained that he
hoped the success of his move
to ensure diver safety and pro-
fessionals adhering to
regulationswould allow Phuket
and Phang Nga to become
model provinces for the rest of
Thailand.

“1 will present the planto the
Ministry of Tourism and
Sports, soit can later be pushed
out nationally,” Mr Santi said.
“We need to establish a system
that will serve us well in the
long term. As part of this cam-
paign, we will encourage
companies to take better care
of our coral reefs and other
marine treasures. Failure to do
so will result in their licences
being revoked.”

Despite Mr Santi’s state-
ment, the operator of a boat
that was filmed anchored on
fragile coral off Koh Racha
Yai on February 16 escaped a
hefty fine and possible prison
time after apologizing for the
incident.

“We want tour operators to
take 100 per cent care and re-
sponsibility for their guests. |
do not want to be blamed for
any more divers lost at sea or
killed, simply because it is a
tourism activity,” Mr Santi said.
“Once we start enforcing these
new regulations, we will do it
uniformly. We will not pick on
anyone.”
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FEARSthat beach vendors consis-
tent attempts to retake the beaches
will eventually wear down Phuket
officials willingnessto enforce the
10 per cent zone and virgin beach
regulations is well warranted. Ten
years ago, in the March 18-24 edi-
tion of the Gazette, we documented
rental operators reneging on a deal
—struck after the tsunami —between
their representative organization
and the Patong Municipality.

Ruling kingpin at the time, Pian
Keesin, who passed away whileun-
der investigation for alleged mafia
activity in 2014, explained that the
agreement had been for a total of
2,300 beach sets, each consisting
of an umbrella and two loungers,
to be set out intwo rows. However,
due to the ‘unexpectedly large
number of tourists coming to
Phuket’” he agreed to be flexible
and allow athird row.

“The government didn’'t want to
have any beach chairsat al. But we
proposed 2,300 sets because we
thought that the tourists wouldn’t
come back for at least three years.
But they're back in far larger num-
bers than we expected,” explained a
beach chair representative at the
time.

Nonetheless, Mr Pian slammed

thevendorsfor thedis-
orderly setup, which
was, in fact, blocking
some tsunami evacua-
tion routes just ayear
after thousands were
lost to the waves.
Clearly, Mr Pian’s
battle did not end up resulting in or-
derly beach chairs catering to the needs
of tourists. Only a few years ago, the
Gazette documented thousands of
empty beach chairs dominating west
coast sands and preventing tourists
from setting out blankets as the ven-
dors staked out ‘their’ territory.

Only time will tell whether or not
the National Council for Peace and
Order’s campaign to ‘clean up’
Phuket’s beaches will stick, or if it too
will be worn away be the ever crash-
ing waves of beach operators greed.

Thelead story of theissue, however,
wasn’t beach chair chaos. It was: Fire
guts Crocodile — Forensics experts
probe cause of B40mn blaze. What
leaps to mind faster than a flame to
petrol is a much more devastating
Patong disco blaze that occurred six
years after the Crocodile was ashed.
Unlike the Crocodile Disco fire, in
which nobody was reported injured, the
Tiger Disco inferno claimed four lives.
The key difference between the blazes

FIRE GUTS
CROCODILE

Forensics experts probe cause of B40m blaze
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that consumed the two
popular Soi Bangla
buildings was the fact
that Tiger Disco still had
patrons and staff inside.
It appears that any les-
sons that could have
been gleaned from the
gutting of Crocodile were clearly not
heeded. We can only hopethat the deaths
of the four people at Tiger Disco has led
thosein charge of fireregulationsat these
night-life venues to make real changes,
so we are unable to draw new paralels
ten years from now.

Now, one industry that is teeing us
up for parallel drivesinto water hazards
is the dive industry. Recent diving
deaths and serious injuries has led offi-
cialsto consider what regulations, if any,
should be set in place in addition to
those already established by PADI, SSI,
CMAS and other diving certification
agencies. As a preemptive measure — to
show the government that there are
regulations in place and to push dive
professionals to adhere to them — PADI
held a seminar last week. Ten years ago
though, it wasn't diver safety that had
theindustry in hot water, it wastax eva-
sion and Thai nominee shareholders.

Phuket's Chief Administrative Officer
a the time, Nivit Aroonrat, complained
that most of the Thais listed as owners of

the 106 dive companies registered in
the province are mere proxies and ac-
cused therea ownersof denying Thais
the right to work in the industry.

Some in the industry welcomed
the crackdown, saying, “Dive com-
panies should work harder at being
good corporate citizens. There are
still some dive shopsthat employ for-
eigners without work permits and
there are many dive boatsthat are not
up to Western safety standards.”

Such concerns remain in the dive
industry today — the Russian diving
instructor who was maimed along
with afellow national under his care
was charged for working without a
work permit earlier this year. How-
ever, that isn't the government’s
central concern with the companies
at the moment.

Where the dive industry, and
Phuket’s corals for that matter, will
bein adecadeis hard to tell. We can
only get down on our knees and pray
that there is better enforcement of
regulations within the industry and
better enforcement of lawsto protect
the coastal marine environment by
the government.

It would be nice not to lose the |

industry’srevenue stream to the coral
bombies of Myanmar.
— Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Ded offered to
mafiamen who
mend ways

DEPUTY Prime Minister
Prawit Wongsuwan has offered
to conditionally let off mafia-
style figures with ‘dark influ-
ence' in cases where evidence
is weak. However, he warned
that they will have to mend
their ways.

Hundreds of policeand mili-
tary officers are on the lists of
‘dark’, influential figures who
are being targeted in the
government’s ongoing crack-
down.

“If thereissolid evidencefor
prosecution, they will face le-
gal action,” Gen Prawit, whois
also the defence minister, said
on March 11.

He said that if the evidence
was not good enough, the sus-
pectswould be asked to signan
undertaking to desist fromille-
gal activities.

Rohingya kept
In squalid cdls,
say's report

IT HAS been 10 months since
the crackdown of human traf-
fickers began but many
Rohingya refugees who fled
Myanmar before being caught
in Thailand, Indonesia and
Malaysia are still suffering
hardship.

An 18-page report released
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by Fortify Rights and the Bur-
mese Rohingya Organisation
UK (BROUK) on March 11,
claims that at least 40
Rohingya refugees are being
kept in squalid conditions at
the Songkhla Immigration
Detention Centre, including a
dozen or more boys under the
age of 18. All of the children
are unaccompanied, the hu-
man rights groups said.
Changes in the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Refugees's (UNHCR) regis-
tration practices in Malaysia

sl —

Briefly

have considerably narrowed
access to asylum procedures
for Rohingya refugees, the
report said, leaving many
without any documents and at
risk of serious security
abuses, which could include
the very real possibility of
indefinite detention.

Prime Minister
boosts security
after hospita

attack in South

THE NATIONAL Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
on March 14 condemned the
seizure of a Narathiwat hospi-
tal and taking of hostages dur-
ing an attack by suspected in-
surgents on Sunday night.

In response to the hospital

attack and other violence over
the weekend, Prime Minister
Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha told
the army on March 14 to in-
crease security in the southern
provinces.

SCB deaths
linked to
system for fire
suppression

THE death of eight people at
the Siam Commercial Bank
headquarters in Bangkok on
March 13 night is suspected to
have been caused by a high-
tech fire suppression system
that became lethal.

SCB reported to the Stock
Exchange that the incident did
not involve afire or explosion,
as previously reported. Bank
officials cited an initial police
probe suggesting negligence on
the part of the contractor hired
to improve the building's fire
protection system.

Woman praised
for generosity

A 70-Y EAR-OLD womanwho
has received much praise for
donating her land to an educa-
tion center is happy to lead a
simple life in the northeastern
province of Sakon Nakhon.
Thongsawan Wongrattana
said that she did not want any-
thing in return for donating the
12 rai plot, that is valued at
more than 100 million baht.

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.
70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 83000

Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th
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Out of the cage

THE onlinepetition by theWildlife Friends Foundation Thai-
land (WFFT) calling for an end to theillegal use of protected
animal species as photo props by touts working in tourist
destinations in Thailand deserves the full support of locals,
expats and tourists.

Coupled with the demand by zoos and collectors, animal
photo touting continues to support a vast illegal industry in-
volved in the capture, import, sale, trade — and eventual
disposal — of protected species. It also condemns these young
animalsto unnatural livesin human captivity, often drugged
up and with little or no chance for interaction with members
of their own species. All too often, when they reach maturity
and are no longer cute or controllable enough to profitably
serve as photo props, these animals are forced to spend the
rest of their liveslocked up in cramped enclosures—that isif
they are not executed to save on feeding and cleaning ex-
penses. Then, it istimefor the tout to acquire a replacement.

It istimeto end thisinhumane, greed-driven cycle.

According to the WFFT and its partner groups, the exploi-
tation of protected wild animalsin Thailand is at its highest
point in the last 20 years. Despite Thailand joining the Con-
vention on International Tradein Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1983, thereal factorsbehind this
national embarrassment are the country’s never-ending tour-
ism boom, poor law enfor cement and woefully inadequatelegal
protection for non-native CITES-listed species.

Thekey piece of legislation isthe Wildlife Reservation and
Protection Act of 1992, which divides animals with special
conservation status into either a ‘protected’ (less stringent)
or ‘reserved’ (very stringent) category. Only CITES listed
animals native to Thailand enjoy full CITES protection un-
der Thailand’s Criminal Code. Sadly, it isthought that some
of the 15 animals that do have ‘reserved’ statusin Thailand
are already extinct.

However, animalslike chimpsand other monkeysor apes
that are not native to Thailand are not listed, which means
they have no formal protection under Thai law. The only
exception is the African Elephant. This is a loophole that
needsto be closed as soon as possiblein order to better pre-
vent illegal import and smuggling of non-native protected
species. Thankfully, legislating is now being drafted to add
all CITES-listed animals to the protected list, which is a
major step forward.
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Re: On Deck: Proposing a jet-
ski solution, March 10

No problem with privately
owned jet-skis, the ownerswill
know how to use them and
probably have a licence.

Rental? You need a licence
for acar and abike, and jet-skis
are just as dangerous. By law,
alicenceis required.

Patong Beach is like a war
zone — drunken aggressive op-
erators, dangerous jet-skis and
parasails. | limit my visits to
high tide, when the thug activi-
ties are reduced.

It should not be this way!

Sand Shores
Gazette forum

Ao Nang OrBorTor
knows how to do it

Re: Phuket beach officials plan
to charge for trash manage-
ment, March 10

In Krabi, the Ao Nang
OrBorTor has had volunteer
cleanups each month — clean-
ing the beaches and cleaning
the community.

This monthly cleanup in-
volves businesses, schools, the
housewives association and
many others — raising aware-
ness directly in the villages.

JD Gruen
Gazette forum

Kamalaneedsbetter
traffic enforcement

Re: Tighter traffic law enforce-
ment in Phuket for Songkran,
March 11

They must have forgotten to

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

inform the Kamala Police.
Theman stationed at thelights
plays with his phone while sev-
era vehicles go through the red
light, motorcyclists that actualy
stop, sit there ameter away with
no helmet and try to avoid oth-
ers coming around the corner on
the wrong side, then have to
weave inand out of doubleand

triple parked vehicles.

Frustrated
Gazette forum

Careabout your self
and other drivers

Re: One dead, three injured in
Phuket taxi crash, March 12

Don't endanger correct driv-
ing motorists and yourself.

As long as their reckless
driving and traffic rules are ig-
nored, motorists will continue
to be at risk on the road and
there will be continued chaos
and traffic jams.

Drive Safe
Gazette forum

What about the
dalled congruction?

Re: B4bn Phuket land seizurenot
to impact Big Buddha, March 11
What about the ever halted
construction siteson theway to
Karon Viewpoint?
| remember when they were

running double-paged adverts
in the Bangkok Post and huge
billboards opposite Tesco, in
thelocation of ‘BillionsPlaza .
These half-finished build-
ings are absolutely ugly.
Fritz Pinguin
Gazette forum

Money talks, the
resisjust lip service

Re: Phuket road-safety cam-
paign continues after initial
success, March 11
Simple problem, simple so-
[ution. 2,000 baht on-the-spot
fineor chain the bikeuntil paid.
Police it and the problem
will go away. Money talks, the
restisjust lip service.
Unfortunately thiswill never
happen and people will con-
tinue to die needlessly from
head injuries sustained from
not wearing a helmet.
Even the cheap, crappy hel-
metsdo makeasmall difference.
Skip
Gazette forum

Thankful for the
cour ageto speak up

Re: Get tested: Phuket cancer
survivor says you could be
next, March 12

Thank you for having the
courage to speak up about your
experience.

Your message is important
and it is so critical that all
women have regular Paps and
breast exams.

Jessica Lee Hugi Nori
Facebook
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Putting up with golf prices

FIrRsT
PERSON

GOLF is renowned for being
the long-time sport of privi-
leged, rich people around the
world.

With Phuket being a world
class destination, it is no won-
der that the island has some of
the greatest coursesin the King-
dom.

Although golf fees here are
the highest of anywhere in
Thailand, it does not really af-
fect us, as we have a very
specific target market — privi-
leged millionaires from around
the world.

Even so, most golfers who
cometo Phuket are not too con-
cerned with the price, as it is
usually much cheaper than
where they are from. It is only
the Thai players who find the
cost to be too high.

Golf coursefeesin Thailand,
in general, are much cheaper

Terayout Prasertphol
is the recently appointed
chief of the Phuket Golf
Association and former
chief of the Phuket Land
Transportation Office. He
graduated with a Bachelor’s
degree in Law from
Ramkhamhaeng University
and a Master’s degree in

Public Administration from the National Institute of
Development Administration (NIDA).

Here he talks about how Phuket's expensive golf
industry thrives with high-end tourists.

Hua Hin or even Samui.

Because of this, other busi-
nesses such as hotels, resorts,
restaurants as well as other
tourist attractions are drawing
in more revenue and wealthier
visitors.

With a choice of five world-
class courses at Red Mountain

than in other Golf Club
countries in k& Mostgolferswho  Phuket, Loch
Asiaand Europe  come to Phuket are not  Pam Golf Club
— particularly in d with th Phuket, Blue
Bangkok, which {00 CONCEed With the - canyon Coun-
halsft?echeapehﬁ price, as it is usually It_ry P%Illib’
golf fees in the una Phuket
nation, much cheaper than 8"t

During high  Where they are from.J  mission Hills
season — be- Phuket Golf Re-
tween November and March —  sort, high-end tourists can have

a large number of foreigners
come to Phuket to play golf,
especially from countries with
severe winters.

These kinds of tourists do
not particularly mind the fees,
as they have the purchasing
power to pay for them.

Phuket undoubtedly attracts
more people with its beautiful
beaches, sands and relaxing
environment than other holi-
day destinations like Pattaya,

thelir pick.

However, Laguna Phuket
Golf Club and Mission Hills
Phuket Golf Resort are not
open for membership, as they
belong to resorts and have
more specific customers.
Therefore, it is not popular for
people living in Phuket to play
at these courses.

However, in terms of inter-
national golf competitions,
most events are not held in

Words from the Wise

Phuket, but instead held in and
around Bangkok.

Pattaya and Chonburi have
several kinds of international
industrial factories, so they too
are popular and suitable for
competitions.

Chonburi aone has about 20
standard courses, as it's easily
accessible to many foreign
workers and people in
Bangkok.

Although there has been a
large influx of Chinese tourists
coming into Phuket, there are
only afew who play golf. Cur-
rently, most golf players in
Phuket are from Japan, Korea,
Australia and Europe.

Though golf is not a huge
sector in Phuket, it still pro-
vides a lot of income to the
economy due to the high-end
tourists who pay to play and
stay here.

The golf industry is doing
well hereand | don't think that
Phuket needs to worry about
prices or markets — just focus-
ing onthe quality of our courses
and continuing to offer aunique
experience to thosewho play is
enough.

Companies do put people in the sea who can’t swim. Photo: Scott Hughes

Freedom to be stupid

WE ARE all capable of stupid-
ity, for someit is easy, for oth-
ers—mysdf included — the stu-
pid startswhen the dawn breaks.

Whether it's walking into
doors, tripping over cats, stick-
ing the car in reverse instead of
drive, none of us intend to do
these obviously stupid things —
but stupid still happens.

Which makes me wonder
why Phuket officials appear to
be attempting to outlaw stupid.

Phuket’s Ministry of Tour-
ism and Sports (MOTYS) is
threatening to ban private
scuba diving, forcing anyone
who'’s into this sport to go
through a well-insured tour
agent.

Beyond the obvious impos-
sibility of enforcing a private
scuba ban, what will happen if
someone does get themselves
into a stupid situation while
committing underwater stupid-
nesswhilenot onawell-insured
tour? Will the authorities refuse
to rescue them?

Tour companies do, how-
ever, put peoplein the seawho
cannot swim (or cannot swim
aswell asthey think they can)
thereby enabling stupid. Last
year aone at least 16 Chinese
tourists drowned while snor-
keling, most in tour groups,
most of whom should not have
even been in the water. This
year unfortunately looks likely

Island View

By Alexander Maycock

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

to beat that ignominiousrecord.

MOTS is making moves to
better regulate Phuket’s tour
companies, but penalizing the
small groups of visitors who
enjoy independent adventures
because stupidity might occur,
further damages the island’'s
already weakened FIT tourism
base. Not only does it unfairly
penalize small tourism-reliant
businesses, such as longtail
drivers, local restaurants, bars
and guesthouses, it al'so dimin-
ishes officials’ capacity to
properly administer the rules
that need to be enforced.

There is a miserably small
number of officials—including
just ten volunteers —to enforce
the new MOTS rules on tour
operators. How can they take
care of tens of thousands of
tourists, if they are busy run-
ning around after a few dozen
scuba enthusiasts?

The park officials and the
MOTSwould servetheisland's
tourism industry better by fo-
cusing on the stupid that can be
controlled, not the stupid that
has not even happened yet.

Issues & Answers

from reality.”

“Most people treat the present moment as
if it were an obstaclethat they need to over-
come. Since the present moment is life it-
sdf, it isan insane way to live.”

“We are more often frightened than hurt;
and we suffer morefrom imagination than

— Lucius Annaeus Seneca

— Eckhart Tolle

Why arethere no rubbish binson Soi Bangla?

| FREQUENTLY walk down
BanglaRoad in Patong and find
that there is often garbage
thrown near electric poles. How
can such a world-class tourist
destination have this problem?
Where are dl the rubbish bins?

Patong Mayor Chalermluk
Kebsup replies:

Please understand that it has
been along-standing policy not
to have rubbish bins along Soi
Bangla. Restaurant and bar
owners do not want the binsin

front of their businessesand the
smell emanating from them
would become very unappeal-
ing to visitors.

All tourists and locals are ad-
visedto disposetheir rubbish just
off of Soi Bangla, or to ask a
business owner to use their bin.

In regards to the photo, if it
was taken after 2am, that’s
when business owners dispose
of their rubbish for the trucks
to pick up. However, if the
photo was taken before 2am, |
will talk about proper waste
management with business op-
erators again, in order to
prevent touristsand localsfrom
littering.
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Tha money
now chasing
. ’
Vietham's
plastic biz
THAI investors are increas-
ingly investing in Vietnam's
plastic industry, with many of
them keen to fully acquire the
government’s stakes in state-
owned companies.

SCG Group aone has in-
vested in 20 companies. Last
year it acquired 80 per cent
stakes in Tin Thanh Packing
Joint Stock Co.

Tran Viet Anh, chairman and
general manager of Nam Thai
Son Co and deputy chairman of
the HCM City Rubber - Plastic
Manufacturers Association,
said the country has nearly
3,000 plastics companies, 99.8
per cent of them private.

Lacking the confidence to
take on the new rivals, in many
cases showing signs of declin-
ing production and business
capacity, many domestic firms
agree to sell out when foreign
investors offer high prices for
thelr stakes, he said.

Ho Duc Lam, chairman of
the Vietnam Plastics Associa-
tion, said by increasing
investment in the country’s
plastic industry, Thai firms
hope to both exploit the lucra-
tive domestic market and take
advantage of free trade agree-

ments that Vietnam has signed.
— The Nation

Get passve Income streams

By David Mayes

| AM often contacted by people
without massive amounts of
cash asking me what they can
do to prepare for the future.
Early in my career, | tended to
take the approach most people
in the industry do, which is to
focus on therich and let every-
one else know that you are
sorry about not being able to
help them.

| have written many times
that | believe that insurance-
based savings plans are
rubbish, so | typically advised
people on small incomes to set
up a separate account and save
cash there, or get a discount
brokerage and dollar cost av-
erage into index exchange
traded funds (ETFs).

The problem with this ap-
proach, however, is that unless
someone can develop a large
enough income, saving peanuts
year after year will still result in
nothing but a bigger bag of pea-
nuts. The real solution to
buildingwedthistobuildalarge
enough income stream. Many
people are too afraid to step out-
side of their comfort zone when
it comes to building wealth, but
if you managetheriskscorrectly
anybody can end up with mul-
tiple streams of income. Of
coursg, if you can build passive

income streams, what you can
achieve becomes unlimited.

A good book to start think-
ing about building income
streamsis Rich Dad, Poor Dad
by Robert Kiyosaki, the single
best selling personal finance
book in the world.

Distressed income property is
a good place to start for many
people with limited means.
When a buyer needs to sell
quickly, you can often get asub-
stantial discount in a property’s
price, which means you can ar-
range financing with a bank
with less capital tied up. You
also may be able to arrange fi-
nancing directly with the seller.
Many developed countries will
allow foreigners to buy proper-
ties with no money down if the
price is right, and then you can
get your tenants to pay off the
mortgage for you. This is just
oneof theexamplesof themany
different waysMr Kiyosaki built
hisown wealth. | would read up
on the subject and seek the ad-
vice of some people who have
actually done it, before taking
the plunge yourself.

| love coaching people on
starting new small businesses,
or helping them develop in-
come streams. It is far more
exciting than helping the rich
save taxes. | often tell people |
am a health and money coach,
because to me health is our
greatest wealth. If we really
want to be wealthy, we need to

l.,
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Income should be passive; lifestyle should be active. What are you
doing to create passive income streams? Photo: Tiago Fernandes

learn how to systematize the
way we makealiving sowecan
spend our time with our loved
ones and taking care of our
health by maintaining a physi-
cally active lifestyle. Income
should be passive; lifestyle
should be active.

There are many ways to
build up passive income
streams. Some are relatively
quick, othersareslower. Itisn’t
that itisdifficult todo, itisjust
that most people aren’t willing
to educate themselves and step
outside their comfort zones. If
you are, there are endless op-
portunitiesto build long lasting
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wealth that you can pass on to
future generations. The key is
to start now. It doesn’t matter
how small you start, just take
some form of action, even if it
issimply buying the book men-
tioned above.

David Mayes MBA resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david.m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
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By Katie P Arnold

ONE doesn’t have to look far
to find a spain Phuket, but re-
cent years have seen a marked
shift in this trend, as new and
established businesses arelook-
ingto cashinonwellness, asop-
posed to opulence and luxury.

LifeCo Phuket Well-Being
Center, based in the Thalang
district, is the company’s first
center outside of Turkey and its
largest yet.

Launched in Phuket in Octo-
ber last year, LifeCo brings ten
years of wellness experience to
the idand. The company offers
not only detox for the body, but
rejuvenation for the mind, with
special mental wellness pro-
grams that are geared toward
helping with stress, depression
and anxiety-related disorders.

LifeCoaimsat providing the
encouragement and know-how
of creating a sustainable,
healthy lifestyle, as opposed to
a quick-fix weight loss.

“It's alittle scary for people
to cometo adetox retreat,” said
Anjeza Aksu, LifeCo Phuket's
health program manager. “But
now detox retreats have
changed. It's not just a camp
whereyou go and lock yoursel f
in, it's more relaxing.”

Six dietary options have
been carefully planned accord-
ing to the center’s programs
and will be chosen specifically

| e

for each client after an initial
evaluation.

“On the first day we get the
first measurements — body
weight, blood sugar, blood
pressure and talk one-on-one
with the personto find out what
their expectations are,” Ms
Aksu said. “We try and figure
out why they joined the pro-
gram —whether to lose weight,
to feel younger, or if they have
a health condition.”

On offer are two different
juicecleansesaimed at cleaning
the digestive tract and promot-

., T

ing achemically balanced bodly.
However, also offered is a
Green Salad Diet consisting of
healthy salads and nuts; aLow
Calorie Diet, with 1200 calo-
rie intake per day; the
Anti-aging Diet, which com-
bines intermittent fasting with
sleep, relaxation and exercise,;
and the ketogenic diet, geared
toward peoplewith chronic dis-
ease, which includes 70%
healthy plant-based fats, 20-
25% protein and the remaining
consisting of complex carbs.
Each program consists of an

Daily yoga classes are offered and scheduled into clients’ personalized detox programs. Photo: LifeCo

organic, raw, vegan diet with
additional vitamin and enzyme
supplements — such as the
plant-based protein spirulina.

Butitisnotjust all salad and
juices. LifeCo makes detox
easy with organic ‘pasta’ made
from zucchini and even vegan,
organic lasagna and desserts.

Each meal is especially pre-
pared for individual clients,
who have a choice to partake
in the program at the 40 room,
20 private villa and 14 luxury
room estate, or from the com-
fort of their own home.

“We provide everything
here, so thereisno need to find
anything outside,” said Ms
Aksu. “If they are living out-
side of the center, we pack
everything, we write the time
they need to eat, we give acopy
of their program to them and
we are aways in contact.”

To make the program sus-
tainable, LifeCo offerslectures
on supplements and nutrition,
provides information through
health-related documentaries
and offers food workshops,
such as how to prepare almond
milk smoothies and meals.

However, diet isjust one as-
pect of what LifeCo offers its
clients.

Includedinclients personaly
mapped out program schedules
are daily massage therapy, body
wraps, as well as time in steam
and infrared saunas.

Daily yoga classes are on
offer, aswell asmorning walks,
three pools, a trampoline and
an inversion table.

Clinically, the retreat in-
cludes mineral injections and
hormone testing from on staff
nurses and doctors, and self ad-
ministered colon cleansing.

When walking through the
vast, yet intimate complex of
LifeCo, it is easy to see what
has made the company so suc-
cessful —integrating relaxation
and knowledge while promot-
ing a healthy lifestyle.

LiteCo: Thebus of healing

HILTON Worldwideand IBM

officer of IBM Watson.

Robot concierge to serve Hilton guests

announced a collaboration to
pilot ‘Connie’ on March 14 —
the first Watson-enabl ed robot
concierge in the hospitality
industry, tasked to inform
guests on local tourist attrac-
tions, dining recommenda-
tions and hotel features and
amenities.

Connie, named for Hilton's
founder Conrad Hilton, marks
the first time IBM has devel-
oped a Watson-enabled robot
for the hospitality market.
Connie will work side-by-side
with Hilton’sTeam Membersto
assist with visitor requests, per-
sonalize the guest experience
and empower travelers with
more information to help them
plan their trips.

Currently stationed near re-
ception at the Hilton McLean
in Virginia, Connieis learning
to interact with guests and re-
spond to their questions in a
friendly and informative man-

‘Connie’ marks the first time that IBM has developed a Watson-enabled
robot for the hospitality market. Photo: The Nation

ner. Connie uses acombination
of Watson APIs, including Dia-
log, Speech to Text, Text to
Speech and Natural Language
Classifier, to enable it to greet
guests upon arrival and to an-
swer questions about hotel
amenities, services and hours
of operation. By tapping into
WayBlazer’'s extensive travel
domain knowledge powered by

Watson, Connie can also sug-
gest local attractions outside
the hotel.

“This project with Hilton
and WayBlazer represents an
important shift in human-ma-
chine interaction, enabled by
the embodiment of Watson's
cognitive computing,” said Rob
High, IBM fellow and vice
president and chief technology

“Watson helps Connie under-
stand and respond naturally to
the needs and interests of
Hilton's guests — which is an
experience that's particularly
powerful in a hospitality set-
ting, whereit can lead to deeper
guest engagement.”

The more guests interact
with Connie, the moreit learns,
adapts and improvesits recom-
mendations. The hotel will also
have accessto alog of the ques-
tions asked and Connie’'s
answers, which can enable im-
provements to guests’
experiences before, during and
after their stays.

Connie is powered by
Watson, a cognitive computing
technology platform that repre-
sents a new era in computing
where systems understand the
world in the way that humans
do - through senses, learning
and experience.

— The Nation

-
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Family I.awfltliumdy'

Child Adoption
Notary Public

Litigation (Civil &
Cﬂrsrlnia::ln Cases)

Company Setup

Business Contracts
Property Law/Due
Diligence

Visa & Work Permit

Tel : 091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.cam
www.phuketinternationallaw.com
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This week’s eve
Phuket reporterswrap up for chilly Japan trip

Developer Sansiri PCL took media reps from Phuket on a 4-day
< -H-}L f ) trip to Japan last week (March 9-14), giving them a break from

- . | thetropical heat and the chance to wrap up in colorful woollies
in temperatures of around 10 degrees. Shopping, sight-seeing
and sampling the local delicacies were all part of the itinerary,
which included stop offs in Osaka, Kyoto and Kobe. Sansiri is
one of the largest real estate developers in Thailand offering a
full range of housing units; single-detached houses, semi-detached
houses, townhouses, and condominiums. The devel oper’s projects
in Phuket include trendy mid-range residential developments,
such as The Base, dCondo and The Deck.

Sansiri Superhost: Uthai Uthaisangsuk, senior executive vice president,
business development and project development division
(condominiums), Sansiri PCL ensured everyone enjoyed the experience.

Sunny but chilly outside a shopping center in Kobe.

Olympic ath eteswarm up Wlth wi nter training at Thanyapura

Olympic athletes in winter
training for the Rio 2016
Olympics have been taking
advantage of the fine
weather and top-class sport
facilities at Thanyapura
Phuket this high season.
Asia's leading sports resort,
which boasts one of the fin-
est aquatics facilities in the
world, hosted a number of
the competing international
swimming teams between
December and February, in-
cluding the national Czech,
Hungarian, Dutch, German,
and French teams, as well as
the British National Para-
lympics Swim Team and Ca-
nadian National Youth
Swimming Team.

The 15-member strong British Natlonal Paralympics Swim Team
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nts in Paradise

Live at Lighthouse Market
while you eat, chill & shop

Live music and movies were among the entertainment on the dockside
for the Boat Lagoon Lighthouse Weekend Market, March 4-5. Held ev-
ery month, the Lighthouse Market offers eating, chilling and shopping
for all ages and tastes, including fantastic local and imported food, souve-
nirs, organic cosmetics, toys, traditional handicrafts and more.

Handover for Thailand’'s
National Reporter’s Day

The Phuket Reporter Club celebrated Thailand’s National Reporter’s Day on March
5 with a party and ceremony to officially hand over the club’s presidency. Former
Reporter Club President Boonrat Apiwantanakorn handed over the reins to Janjira
Sittabutr at the event held at the White House, Boat Lagoon Phuket.

Former Reporter Club President Boonrat Apiwantanakorn (right) welcomes new club
president Janjira Sittabutr.

Get re;dy to detoxify,
rejuvenate and experience
true well-being at

The LifeCo Phuket

Escapée from the:'weekdays-and rejuvenate Y

-

yourselfthrough a perfectiweekend with

+66 76 328 467

The LifeCo’ s Discovry Package.

« 2 Healthy Raw-Yegan Meals
« 2 Fresh Green Juices _
. {}Iﬂ[ags"éges (60 min.) of your choice

1P ‘._g,cial :ar with natural products

alysis & Live Blood Analysis
.IR saunaand outdoor pool)
ligtbal teas and alkaline water

-

e for a getay for you:
; o for a getaway, we have a special offer
’WBIJT::: uftﬂu;n@'ﬁﬁﬂif Harcl;" 4800 baht instead of 9600 baht.
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underway in Dubai. Photo: F1H20

F1 boat raceto
Inject B350mn,
dated for idand

PHUKET is in the running to
host its first Formula 1
Powerboat race in November,
which would inject more than
350 million baht into the local
economy, said event organizer
Lucky Triple T.

The UIM F1H20 World
Championship is the flagship
international series of single-
seater, inshore circuit Formula
1 Powerboat Racing.

“We will do everything we
can to help ensure Phuket isable
tofacilitate their needs, allowing
usto start along-lasting partner-
ship asahost for thisincredible
event,” said Phuket Vice Gover-
nor Prajiad Aksornthammakul.
“However, the final call will
come down to Lucky Triple T.”

Thisyear, nineteamsand 18
drivers from 11 countries will
compete at the Grand Prix in
Europe, the Middle East and
Asiafor the coveted worldtitle.
The prestigious number 1 plate
will be carried by the defend-
ing two-time World Champion,
Philippe Chiappe, driving for
the CTIC China Team.

The Phuket race, which will
be part of the UIM F1H20
World Championship circuit, is
dated to be the seventh of the
nine races this year.

The series kicked off on
March 4 with Chiappe grab-
bing the lead from the start and
holding it for the entire 48 laps
towintheinaugural Grand Prix
of Dubai.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Our man In Phuket

By Colin Mackay

OUR MAN IN PHUKET isthe
autobiography by Alan Cooke,
aformer British Honorary Con-
sul to Phuket. Alan is a man
who has done much for the is-
land. He introduced the Hash
House Harriers and British
Businessman'’s association. He
helped build the deepwater port
and create the PIMEX Boat
Show. Asconsul, hewasinstru-
mental in getting the high tax
on leisure craft reduced to zero
and, more recently, he built the
Alan Cooke Cricket Ground.

His book is a good read, not
smothered by the author’s ego,
but writteninafunctional, fast-
moving and often amusing way.
Alan has lived and worked in
many countries including
Libya, Ghana, Sumatra,
Seychelles, Cyprus, Kuwait,
Bahamas, Dubai and Thailand,
and regal es us with many expat
adventures in these exotic des-
tinations.

These adventures are as di-
verse as Alan himself: leading
a convoy of fleeing civilians
across the dessert during Irag's
invasion of Kuwait; losing his
virginity for apoundto awhore
in a taxi that drove round and
round L eicster Square; jumping
from a plane to find his para-
chute malfunctioning; being
lost in the jungles of Sumatra;
swimming to rescue his sink-
ing boat at night during astorm
in the Indian Ocean; fleeing an
Indonesian mob trying to put
him in alooney bin; searching
for decomposing corpses un-
derwater in zero visibility; and
being awarded aMember of the
Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire in Buckingham
Palace.

Alan grew up in London
during the blitz in World War
I1, and joined the Royal Engi-
neers at the age of 17. He also
became a qualified navy diver

Y

— in the heavy-brass helmet
dive suit era.

On leaving the army in the
late 1950s, he redlized his only
real skill was hisability “to put
his head underwater”, so he
started his career as an interna-
tional construction diver,
working all over the world as
he raised afamily.

He finished his career as an
underwater concrete specialist,
having worked on some mega
structures, such as the Dubai
Dry Docks, the Channel Tun-
nel and the Phuket deep water
port.

When he retired in 1994,
aged 57, Alan move back to
Phuket, as he knew more

i

‘.\
people here than anywhere
else. It was a decision he tells
us he has never regretted. He
also separated from his wife
after “a good marriage” of 38
years.

On Phuket, we hear of his
schemesto find himself abit of
decent local totty and why he
decided to set up his company
Island Furniture and build The
Courtyard, Phuket’sfirst show-
room and office complex.

In 2001, he became the Brit-
ishHonorary Consul for Phuket.
He tells us about various mur-
derers and the other low-life
driftwood of British society that
he had to assist during hisseven
years as consul.

y -

Mr Cooke pens his adventures as an expat in Phuket and many other exotic locations. Photo: Alan Cooke

He also describes his role
coordinating with the British
government’s response to the
2004 tsunami and the 2007
One-Two-Go plane crash at
Phuket Airport, which together
claimed the lives of more than
150 Brits.

All in all, Our Man in
Phuket isastraightforward and
entertaining read. It's a short
walk down memory lane
through a colorful, one may al-
most say worthy, expat life, and
anice memoir of Phuket round
theturn of the millennium. It is
published by Kriss Books, a
new local expatriate publishing
company on Phuket, and is on
sale for 800 baht.

March 23-27. Thailand Beach Vol-
ley Fest

The International Amateur Beach Vol-
ley Tournament at Karon Beach will
feature teams from Asia, Australia,
Europe and the Americas. Classes are:
Men's 2 x 2, Women’s 2 x 2 and
Mixed 4 x 4. Players of all levels are
welcome to compete. The entry feeis
2,000 baht. There is no admission
charge for spectators.

The Phuket Gazette and PGTV'’s
‘Phuket Today’ show, the isand’s only
nationally broadcast television program
(aired daily on True Visions MCOT and
al major local cable networks) are proud

to sponsor this event.

April 6. Chakri Me-
morial Day

Chakri Day com-
memoratesthe origins
of the Chakri dynasty founded by
Rama | who established Bangkok as
the nation’s capital. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej is the ninth mon-
arch of the Chakri dynasty.

April 13-15. Songkran Festival

Songkran isthe Thai New Year Festi-

val, also known as the Water Festival.
The word Songkran literally means

WHAT’S ON

transformation or
change. Held during
the driest month in
Thailand, Songkran
isfull of symbolictra-
ditions such as
pouring water on other peopleto wish
them good luck for the New Year.
The festival also includes parades,
pageants and paying homage to one's
ancestors, among other celebrations.

May 1. Labor Day

Public holiday for all commercial
workers, but government offices will
remain open.

May 5. Coronation Day

Coronation Day commemorates the ac-
cession to the throne of HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej on May 5, 1950.

May 20. Visakha Bucha Day
Visakha Bucha Day is observed on the
day of the full moon during the 6th lu-
nar month, which usually fallsin either
May or early June.

Itisaday to commemorate three im-
portant incidents: the birth, the
enlightenment and the passing away of
the Buddha. Miraculously, these events
fell in the same month and on the same
date in the Buddhist era.
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Meka Sky Lounge abovethered

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

OUR golf cart weaves through
the The Naka Phuket resort es-
tate, going ever higher on the
hill as we approach The Meka
Sky Lounge. The building is a
monolith with clean, modern
cement walls rising up toward
the vast tropical sky; a guard
tower overlooking the enchant-
ing and daringly-designed villa
development by Duangrit
Bunnag.

On anisland where stunning
seaviewsare served up by even
some of the mom-and-pop
restaurants set up, legally or il-
legally, along the coastline, The
Meka Sky Lounge rises above
the rest.

“The Meka Sky Lounge of-
fersextraordinary vauegiventhe
quality of the cuisine, décor and
ambiance. Chef Mark and his
team expertly prepare each dish
with a great ded of care before
it is served to guests with the
genuine Thai warmth that last
long after the sun sets,” explains
Warodom Kanmaen, The Naka
food and beverage director.

As evening creeps in with
wave after wave of ever dark-
ening blues, thelights of Patong
begin to sparklein the distance,
creating atiny cityscape nestled
into the hills. However, it's not
Patong's glimmer that sells the
view of the sky lounge, which
is one of best places on the is-
land for an affordable cocktail
or bottle of wine, it's the resort
itself. The matchbox-styled vil-
las, unobtrusively molded into
the hilly terrain, glow softly in
the secluded landscape, appear-
ing to only belit by candlelight;

Enjoy any number of The Meka’s fusion-style dishes while taking in one of the top views on Phuket. Photo: The Naka Phuket

there has been no view on the
island that so perfectly matches
the magic of an artist’s render-
ing of what a resort ‘will look
like'.

An entire evening can be
swept away in the magic of the
setting and a few cocktails.
However, the food — no matter
how magical arestaurantis, the
food matters — is well taken
care of by Chef Mark Web.

The appetizer list delves

JUICING is a refreshing way
to start the day and will wake
you up with a fresh buzz just
as much as a morning tea or
coffee, and keep the hunger
pangs at bay until it'stime that
mid-morning snack.

Juicing raw fruits and veg-
etablesisthe way to go for the
best health benefits.

Here's an easy recipe to
make with Phuket ingredients.

Ingredients:

— Fresh ginger (about 1 inch)

—Fresh galangal (about 1 inch)
—1lime

— One or two ripe mangoes to
make 1/2 cup of mango juice

— One pinneapple to make 1 1/
2 cups of fresh pineapplejuice
— 2 tablespoons of full-fat

Juicing in the morning

Start juicing. Photo: Lauren Rothman
coconut milk

Directions:

Peel the lime and get rid of the
pips. The other ingredients can
be chopped and thrown in the
juicer in the order listed. Mix
al juices together in a glass
with the coconut milk.

— Phuket Gazette

deep into the fusion world as
Chef Mark serves up ‘Laab
Tuna and Smoke Salmon Tar-
tar’, playing off the traditional
Issan dish with the inclusion of
avocado, mixed greens, sesame
tuile, cucumber and plenty of
Thai spices.

Though the ‘ Sweet Mango
and Avocado Tower’ salad,
‘Hot and Sour Salmon Soup’
and ‘ Chicken Consomme’ with
foie gras wanton are all worth

a taste, the main courses rule
the roost at The Meka.

For those feeling truly deca-
dent, or perhaps just a couple
bottles into the night aready,
the succulent ‘Pepper Crusted
Wagyu Beef Tenderloin’ is not
to bemissed, asitisserved with
foie gras medallions, red wine
reduction, white truffle risotto
and organic vegetables. And if
turf isn’t in your flow that
evening, settling in with the

rich, creamy ‘Khao Soi Curry’
—atraditional Chiang Mai dish
with Udon noodles and rock
lobster tempura — might be the
right fix.

Then again, if you're want-
ing to woo a potential partner,
make up for a poorly planned
Valentine's Day or just want to
kick back with friends and en-
joy the view, you can always
contact The Mekaand see what
the drink specials are.
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Safe'ty |sthe most |mportant service

On Deck
By Duncan Worthington

THE hospitality industry is
built on the foundations of ser-
vice. Hotels are more than
rooms and restaurants; the
guest experience is ultimately
determined by the level of ser-
vice. In my opinion you can
have afive-star experiencein a
three-star hotel, if the service
isreally excellent.

Phuket’s hotels and resorts
onthewholespend alot of time
and money on staff training.
Thisis not only to ensure thor-
ough product knowledge, but
also so that staff understand the
needs of customers.

The customer rules, so we
are told, and customers today
are not uniform. Cultural dif-
ferences play a huge part in
individual customer expecta-
tions and those in the service
industry need to understand
this, and much more.

Enter from stage right: The
marine industry.

If you read the websites, the
newspapers and magazines
you'll quickly cometo the con-
clusion that Phuket’'s marine
industry is al superyachts, re-
gattas and money, money and
money.

However, the average visi-
tor to this spectacular island
rarely gets to see that.

Phuket’s marine industry —
read marine tourism — to the
average visitor is speedboats
and ferries. That iswhat most
will get to experience at some
point during their stay. Over

Most visitors’ marine tourism experience in Phuket will not be aboard a luxury superyacht. It will be on a
speedboat or ferry, where safety must be a made a priority. Photo: Gazette file

Phuket’'s high season | esti-
mate there are more than
50,000 tourists amonth out on
the water visiting islands and
beaches off Phuket by speed-
boat alone. Add to that daily
ferries to Koh Phi Phi and
Krabi, and the numbers could
be much more.

Thisismarinetourismtothe
average Phuket visitor and the
guestion is, how does the ser-
vice stack up?

We'll come to safety in a
minute. First consider a recent
news story describing how a
tour speedboat with 63 passen-

gers on board sank near the
Similan Islands. A single speed-
boat carrying 63 passengers —
how can there be any level of
service there?

While the Tourism Author-
ity of Thailand is talking about
quality over quantity again, in
reality it's not quite the case,
yet.

On the safety front, the
former Phuket Marine Chief,
Phuripat Theerakul pisut, intro-
duced the rule that all
speedboats and ferries must
have enough life-jackets on
board for the number of passen-

gers carried, and that people
had to wear them. This was
(and still is) a huge step in the
right direction and it can be ar-
gued that with the increasingly
regular boat accidents and
sinkings off Phuket, this life
jacket rule is likely to have
saved a life or two. However,
isthisreally service, orisitsim-
ply a basic requirement of
marine tourism?

No need to answer, that’s a
rhetorical question.

Herding tourists onto speed-
boats to maximize revenue,
with barely basic attention paid

to safety, is simply not good
enough, and the same goes for
ferries. Meeting the basic legal
requirements (and in some
cases perhaps not even that)
doesn’t cut it.

We're 15 yearsinto the 21%
century and Phuket authori-
ties are quick to tout the
island as a “world-class tour-
ism destination”. Well, it's
time those words are backed
up with more than smiles. It's
time Phuket’s authorities paid
more attention to the safety
and service standards of tour
operators.

While the “top end” of
Phuket’s marine tourism is in
the spotlight and being show-
cased around the world right
now, more attention needsto be
paid to the service standards of
the day tour speedboats and fer-
ries, asthey currently represent
thelion’s share of visitor expe-
riences.

Attention by authorities
should not be seen as penaliz-
ing those in that sector, but as
a way to improve service so
Phuket can truly hold its head
high and with hand on heart
claim to be a world-class ma-
rine tourism destination in the
future.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www.infinity-comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Borneo

GREAT news from Borneo for
visiting yachts — North Borneo
and East Coast Borneo and
Southern Philippines are now
considered completely safeand
peaceful .

“These areas are now
deemed as safe, based on
the new JWC insurance
underwriter’s committee issu-
ing of the updated JWLA 022
bulletin as of Dec. 10, 2015
(superseding JWLA 021)”,
said Asia Pacific Superyachts
Borneo GM, Alvin Teh.

North Borneo / East Coast
Borneo and Southern Philip-
pines area are no longer listed
as dangerous water perils and
specia permission by insurance
underwriters to operate a vessel
inthisareaisnolonger required.

deemed safe for vigting yachts

“Vessels no longer need to
seek specia approval from in-
surance underwriters to enter,
operate and stopover at any port
listed in these areas. Also, they
no longer have to pay addi-
tional and costly premiums for
this purpose. This newsis also
astrong statement in recogni z-
ing that these areas are
considered safe and peaceful to
visit and no longer pose a dan-
ger, or are a high risk area, as
in the past,” reports Alvin Teh.

JWC Insuranceisthewidely
recognized body regulating in-
surance underwriting rulings
for vesselsoperating around the
world. Prior to the positive
changesfrom the underwriter’s
committee of insurance under-
writers, as many as 80 per cent

Add Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park to your cruising destinations list. Photo: Asia Pacific Superyachts

of APS potential clients turned
away from Borneo due to re-
strictions by the insurance
underwriters.

The wupdated bulletin

changes all of that and is well
timed as the cruising season
starts soon, notes Alvin.

Captains and owners may contact

Alvin Teh at borneo@asia-pacific-
superyachts.com for more
information of a voyage around
North Borneo and the East coast

— Asia Pacific Superyachts
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Orangutans to marauding ants

We must take nec&my steps to protect our preC| ouswildlife

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbell

THE recent brouhaha about
Phuket Zoo's ‘missing’ oran-
gutan highlights — as every
high profile incident does —
Thailand’s patchy record with
regard towildlife conservation
and care. The facts of Milo's
case are all too familiar to
naturalists. Suffice to say that
when the primate’s presencein
Phuket Zoo was questioned by
animal-rights activist Vicki
Kiely, the 13-year-old female
orangutan abruptly disap-
peared before any official and
redemptive action could take
place. According to the zoo
spokesman, she had been re-
leased in “the wild” in a non-
hunting zone. The next day,
police officers discovered her,
locked in atiny cage in the
jungle and almost too weak to
walk. Happily, Milo is now
headed to a sanctuary in
Ratcha Buri. Unhappily, the
zoo has disclaimed any
responsibility.

The case draws attention
to the treatment of captive
animalsheld in unnatural con-
ditions everywhere, but
especially here in Thailand.
Orangutans, critically endan-
gered, have long been a
matter for concern in South
East Asia, where the recent
man-induced bush fires in
Sumatra and Borneo de-
stroyed much of the creatures

Milo was qmck to start making frlends after she was rescued. Photo: Boonyawat Saelim

habitat, and with it the lives
of affected individuals. Add
to that poaching and the
depletion of rainforest due to
monoculture crops such as oil

Dugong numbers on therise

THAILAND’S dugong popu-
lation is growing, with at least
15 more sea cows counted in
the Trang Sea, according to an
annual aeria survey that con-
cluded on Wednesday.

Twelve pairs of dugong
mothers and calves were found
—apositive sign that efforts to
conserve the last and largest
dugong herd in Thailand have
made progress.

This year’s survey, led by
Kongkiat Kittiwattanawong of
the Phuket Marine Biological
Center, was made up of 10 gy-
roplane trips — which counted
rare marine life including sea
turtles, dolphins, whales and
dugongs.

“Thislatest survey wasvery
successful. We found at least
150 dugongs in total, an in-

Dugongs are also known as sea
cows. Photo: Wikipedia

creasefrom the previousyear’s
135 sea cows. We aso found
baby dugongs in the area,
which indicated the dugongs’
better reproduction conditions.
The oldest dugong is believed
to be about 70 years old,” Mr
Kongkiat said. “Plus, Trang's
35,000 rai of seagrass appeared
to be healthy.”

— The Nation

palm, and the estimated popu-
lation of 70,000 in the wild is
probably far too high.

Apart fromlossof territory,
the principal reason for the

disappearance of wildlife, es-
pecially in Asia, is the
insatiable demand for their
flesh and organs, both as
pointless aphrodisiacs and as

exotic additions to restaurant
menus. It is a melancholy
catalogue: many millions of
sharks every year for shark-
fin soup, the extirpation of the
Sumatran tiger, the massive
decline of Thailand's popula-
tion of pangolins and tokay
geckos, all destined for Chi-
nese dinner-tables, or the
dwindling numbers of many
bird species, from majestic
vultures and eagles to dainty
baya weaver birds.

Even further down the
chain of being, is apisflorae,
the dwarf honey bee. A tiny
bee found in Thailand, it con-
structs a wondrous, single
comb oval nest that isliterally
suspended from atree branch.
Key pollinators and crucial to
the region’s horticultural in-
dustry, these bees need all our
TLC. But they rarely get any
protection. Either the fragile
nests are raided by the preda-
tory weaver ant — as happened
recently to the colony in my
mango tree - or, if spotted by
locals, they are knocked to the
ground and the entire colony
destroyed — all for the sake of
a few ounces of honey.

Nothing, it seems, is either
too big or too small for man,
the arch-predator, to victimize.

If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell@
gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.
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IsAirbnb part of Pnhuket hospitality?

» j Across the Land

By Amy Koh

FOR those not so active in the
online community, Airbnb may
sound completely alien, and
you may well ask what they are
selling. According to San Fran-
cisco-based Airbnb, it is a
trusted community marketplace
for peopleto goonlineand list,
discover, and book unique ac-
commodation around the
world, using a computer, mo-
bile phone, or tablet. And,
whether you own an apartment,
villa, or castle, you can al'so use
Airbnbtorentit out for anight,
aweek, or any length of time.
The listing of a property is
free, dthough Airbnb takesthree
per cent commission off every
booking from the property owner
or host (as defined by Airbnb),
and between six and 12 per cent
from the guests. The host can
then promote their property on
the website by uploading as
many photographs with detailed
descriptions as they wish. The
site also allows the potential
guests to get to know their host
by asking them questionsdirectly
onlineand viaSkype. Guestsare
able to access a caendar of the
property to check for availabil-
ity, as well as rates over the
requested periods. A detailed
searchfunctionincludesservices
such as maids, wireless internet,
cable TV, swimming pool and

Airbnb charges commission from both hosts and guests for providing its services. Photo: Kevin Krejci

bed configurations.

Airbnb started out as an a-
ternative for budget travellers,
but today boasts 1.5 million
listings of rental accommoda
tion in 34,000 cities and 190
countries. Airbnb is currently
very popular in Phuket due to
high hotel and resort rates, so
the accommodation offered by
the website is a good aterna-
tive to these.

An interesting feature of
Airbnb is that guests can offer
reviews of the properties that
they stayed in and hosts can
also offer reviews of the guests,
enabling potential guests to

read reviews of the property as
well astheir hosts before book-
ing. Potential guests get abetter
understanding of the property
from the view of another guest
who has stayed there, and the
hosts are able to assess if the
guestsare good clientswho will
not destroy their property.
Property owners who like to
actively rent out their property
and meet people enjoy the flex-
ibility that Airbnb providesto do
just that. Property ownerswho do
not havethetimeor ability to rent
out their property on their own,
or through Airbnb, can enlist the
assistance of redl estate agentsto

source rental clients, and also a
management company to assist
inmanaging the property includ-
ing cleaning, maintenance, and
checking in and out clients.

With the growing followers
of Airbnb, it is no wonder that
thehotelsare starting to feel the
impact on their bookings. How-
ever, properties rented out for
less than 30 days in Thailand
through Airbnb may actually be
in violation of the Hotel Act as
ahotel licenseisrequired. At the
moment it isnot clear if Airbnb
inThailand violatesany law and
until then Airbnb will no doubt
continue to thrive.

MBK looks
to construct
more hotels

Red Mountain Golf Club is one of
MBK’s eight current properties.
Photo: Michael MK Khor

Starting next year, MBK Ho-
tel and Tourism Co plans to
take over hotels, both inside
and outside Thailand, in order
to achieve annual revenue of
2 billion baht by 2020.

“We plan to open three new
hotelsthisyear in Phuket, Krabi
and Ranong worth up to 230
million baht,” deputy managing
director Arthorn Vana-santakul
said, adding that overseas
investments will focus on Asia
and Europe, she said.

At present, MBK Hotel and
Tourism Co owns eight hotel
properties, including Pathum-
wan Princess Hotel, Dusit
Thani Krabi Beach Resort,
Tinidee Golf Resort @
Phuket, Loch Palm Golf Club,
Phuket and Red Mountain
Golf Club, Phuket.

— The Nation

Phuket today

Phuket Gazette

'BROADCASTING PHUKET TO THE WORLD

Phuket Today takes the Pearl of the Andaman to an international
audience. PGTV's one-hour show features the personalities,
lifestyle, sports and leisure activities that make Phuket famous.

Produced by PGTV, the show is designed to promote Phuket to tourists and the international community in Thailand.

Phuket Cable MCOT World : ;
Coverage: All of Phuket Tuesday: 6.10am, 12pm, 7.10pm ST 0 SIN08 TI0 PINopines, .
Channel: 1 Wednesday: 6.10pm Southeast Asia, (ndia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
Monday-Friday: 10.30am, 6pm, 9pm Thursday: 1.10am Turkey, UAE, and many other counlries
Saturday-Sunday: 10.30am, 8pm Friday: 1.10am around Asia and beyond.

-+ Rawal Cable Saturday: 1.10am

RC ' Coverage: Rawal, Kata, Karon Sunday: 6.10am Th'!“m_ﬁsm :ﬁ:’: S50 7 100

Channel: 1 Truevisions  Channel: 79 y: : Sl
Monday-Friday: 10am, 1pm, Tpm, 10pm PsI Channel: 223, 320 Wednesday: 6.10pm

(QYoTv KDTV Dynasat Channel: 106 Thursday: 1.10am
Coverage: Phuket's West Coast from Thalsat Channel: 185 Friday: 1.10am
Patong to Cherng Talay Infosat Channel: 185 Saturday: 1.10am
Channel: 10 Sunbax Channel: 81 Sunday: 6.10am
DY 8,308, 7-30pm GMMZ Channel: 103

Online: www.phuketgazette.netftv | www.youtube.com/PGTVPhuket
Plus 4,600 hotel rooms around the island and all internetional hospitals.

And Iocal cable networks across Thailand

NOW AVAILABLE ON
KHAD LAK CABLE Channel 50




March 19-25, 2016

PROPERTY

PHUKET GAZETTE 19

Trends in sugainable hospitality

Grace Kang provides an insight into how Phuket hotels can be sustainable

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

GRACE Kang is a managing
partner at Greenview, a
Singapore-based sustainability
advisory company that special-
izes in tracking and measuring
sustainability performance for
hotels, convention centers and
commercia buildings.

MsKang shared some pearls
of wisdom on sustainable prac-
tices with local industry
specialists at the recent Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce
(AMCHAM) meeting at the
Keemala Resort, Phuket.

During her talk on ‘Trends
in Sustainable Hospitality’ Ms
Kang discussed the impacts on
hoteliers when implementing
‘green policies'.

One of the biggest issues, it
seems, is the debilitating cost
and time required to undertake
long-term, cumbersome sus-
tainability initiatives. The
Gagzette caught up with her to
discuss some zero-to-low-cost
options to enable hotels to
implement sustainability in
their day-to-day operations.

GREEN TEAM

Having a ‘green team’ is one
of the most important things
at any hotel recognized for
sustainable practices, Ms

= }1% N

Simply replacing the use of plastic bottles with glass ones makes a positive impact. Photo: www.pexels.com

Kang says.

A small team of volunteers
can make up the green team and
designate a“green champion’ —
ago-to person who will help to
co-ordinate efforts between
employeesand engage othersin
practicing sustainability.

The team should meet on a
regular basis to discuss best
practices and track progresson
past initiatives. They may also
be allocated asmall budget for
funding sustainability projects.
Greenview research also sug-
gests that employees who are
proud of their organization’s
corporate responsibility are
more engaged, confident and
likely to stay much longer with

the company.
TRIMMING FRILLS

There are several easy and
practical ways to preserve re-
sources. One such initiative is
having a designated employee
making a nightly tour of the
premises to ensure no unnec-
essary lights or thermostats are
left on, and that all unused
equipment is unplugged; as
things left plugged into their
sockets still use power.

The employee can also
check for other issues such as
water leaks on the premises.
This doesn’'t take much time
or effort, nor doesit add to the

Property management firm
shrugs off mllltary threats

UNHAPPY foreign tenants
will be filing an official letter
of complaint with the Depart-
ment of Special Investigations
(DSI) and the Army as they
battle a property management
company on the island. The
move followsthetenantsalleg-
edly bringing representatives
of the DSI and Army onto the
property to ‘resolve’ the dis-
pute with the company.

“If wewereto receiveafor-
mal letter from either the DSI
or the Army, we would fully
comply. The man who claimed
to be an officer with the Army
said that if we failed to agree
to turn the electricity back on
in the two units, we would be
forced to take a trip to the
Roya Thai Army’s Region 4
basein Nakhon Sri Thammarat
to talk with the commander
there,” said alegal representa-

V/Gov Prajiad had earlier told the
tenants to settle their dispute in
court. Photo: Kongleaphy Keam

tive for The Aspasia Phuket,
who declined to be named.
“Since the incident, which
we have video of, theissue has
been handled by one of
Phuket’s vice governors. So, at
this point, we are just follow-
ing all legal procedures. We
have yet to be contacted again
by any individuals claiming to
represent the Army or DSI.”
Thelegal representative also

confirmed with the DSI head
office in Bangkok that no such
intervention orders had been
given.

The dispute, which is now
headed outside of the province
for resolution, revolves around
an aleged lack of transparency
with how the management
company is spending the ten-
ants’ maintenance fees.

The foreigners, led by Jan
Cornelisvan Zuilekom, told the
Gagzette that they were prepar-
ing to file an official complaint
withtheArmy and theDSI, fol-
lowing the provincia govern-
ment’s request that they
proceed with the case through
the normal judicia process.

“We understand that we have
to wait for the court. However, |
believe themilitary canhelp us,”
Mr Zuilekom said.

— Kongleaphy Keam

operational costs, but it does
go a long way to developing
good practices and conserving
resources.

Eliminating the use of plas-
tic water bottles in a hotel by
replacing them with glass
pitchersat conveniently-placed
water filling stationsis another
simpleyet effective changethat
has significant impact in reduc-
ing waste and costs.

GUEST ENGAGEMENT

Guest engagement has recently
garnered more attention as
more travellers make choices
about where to stay based on
the property’s environmental

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE, AIR CONDITIONERS & PLUMBING

S e

! :i:i':. KEEH!!. I |

OUR SERVICES

policies and practices.

A 2014 Nielsen survey sug-
gested that about 64 per cent
of Asia Pacific consumers
were willing to pay extra for
services from companies
committed to making a posi-
tive social and environmental
impact.

Similarly, a 2015 Hotel
News Now survey showed
that even the choice of desti-
nation is impacted by the
social and environmental con-
ditions there.

With that in mind there are
some simple measures to
make a little go a long way.
For instance, making towel
and linen changes optional
can help conserve water and
electricity. However, do avoid
guilt tripping your guestswith
ominous messages such as
‘Save water because Mother
Earthisdying’. Instead, com-
panies would find it much
more productive to offer real
incentives, such as loyalty
points or food and beverage
vouchers in exchange.

Thesearejust afew low-cost
and hassle-free methods to get
started on theright track. There
are plenty of other ways to
implement better sustainability
practices, depending on com-
mitment and investment
capability.

KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

Email: keehinphuket@gmail.com www.keehin.com

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass) , T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076- 261 477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

KATABEACH
NEW 1-BEDROOM APT

60sgm, fully furnished in
small suite hotel. Indoor
pool/sauna/ secured park-
ing. Low maintenance.
Close to all facilities. Price
now 3.2 million baht.
Contact Alicia. Tel: 095-729
0826. Email: manoratravel
2013 @hotmail.com

TWIN HOUSE-KATHU
URGENT SALE
42sqw, 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, living room, kitchen, 2-
car park. 4.95 million baht.
Line ID: phuket995. Tel: 081-893
5105 Email: pkquickprint@

gmail.com

RAWAI:
MORE FOR LESS

Superb, spacious Rawai
home, 4 ensuite bedrooms,
1,038sgm gardens, guest-
house or office, private pool,
maid's room. Price reduced,
only 12 million baht. Tel:
087-273 0141 (English).
Email: alangath@gmail.
com

140SQM TOWNHOUSE
Close to Central. Quiet, safe,
furnished, garage. Tel: 081-719
7015.

4-bedroom & 3-bathroom
guesthouse. Chanote title.
974.5sgm land, 300sgm
building. 12 million baht.
Tel: 085-796 5771. Email:
ornen29 @hotmail.com

ASIA PACIFIC
PROPERTY
AWARDS

ARCHITECTURE

* %k ko
BEST ARC
SIk

LOOKING FOR
A REAL PENTHOUSE!

| have that for you in Kata
Beach. 2 big bedrooms, big
living and terraces with
jacuzzi. Total 300sgm. Pri-
vate elevator entrance, in-
door pool and sauna. Se-
cured parking, fully fur-
nished. In and outdoor kitch-
ens. Reduced price from 25
million baht. Now 19 mil-
lion baht. Contact Alicia.
Tel: 095-729 0826. Email:
manoratravel2013 @hotmail.
com

BEACHFRONT LAND
FOR SALE
8 rai, 70 meters beachfront,
Parlay, Chalong Bay. Sale

price: 220 million baht. Per-
fect location for boutique
hotel. Email: chrisgo1944 @
gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE RAWAI
720sgm land for sale, Rawai.
Please call 085-790 2021 (En-
glish). Email: maggiethaden@
rocketmail.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE

IN PAKLOK
2 bathrooms, large living/dining
area, western kitchen, laundry
area, good sized garden, all fur-
niture included. Near airport and
Phuket International School. In
a quiet gated area. Tel: 061-238
0155 (English). Email: paula
jlaydon @ hotmail.com

NAKAISLAND

Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 minutes to Ao Po pier.
240sgm on 2 floors, 750sgm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai). Email: nakaislandhouse
@gmail.com

.._.-‘

HOUSE FOR SALE
7 ——,

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please

call 086-198 1869.

F YY1 ¥

NEW Waterfront Home

For Sale

in Loch Palm Golf Club, Phuket, 2 must...see!
Contact:

Kenneth C. Abday;

+668-1649-3557

Email: kenf@phuketlifestyle.com
www.phuketlifestyle.com

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW

YAMU HILL
1 or 2 rai, 180° ocean view. 24
hr security, water & electricity
supply. Freehold. 5.7 million
baht/rai. Tel: 084-625 5090 (En-
glish). Email: yamu.hills.sunrise
@gmail.com

PRIVATE ISLAND
FOR SALE
50 rai with 2 beachfront. Cha-
note title. Only 15 min from pier.
Price: 450 million baht. Krabi.
Tel: 089-729 8365 (English &
Thai).

PATONG TOWER CONDO
FOR SALE
Sea views. Tel: 080-692 6114.
Email: davidedelucca9@gmail.
com

KAMALA NICE STUDIO
3.25 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: davi
dedelucca9 @ gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

3-minute drive to Surin Beach.
1.4 rai. 36 million baht. For more
information, please call 081-868
7676.

CONDO FOR SALE

Royal place condo, 3fl at the comer with swimming
pool view, 455gm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 0B6-4769612 | annanoil @hotmail.com
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RENT SURIN BEACH
PENTHOUSE
Modern, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms. 100m to beach. Great
kitchen and Caesar size bed.
Tel: 084-249 6600. Email: ste
wartlees@gmail.com, www.
facebook.com/ThelLoftsApart

mentsSurinBeach/

SEA VIEW CONDO

AT PATONG BEACH
1-2 bedrooms, fully furnished
few units, available for sale /
rent on daily / monthly / yearly
basis. Reasonable prices. Tel:
081-797 7199, 086-683 0786.
Email: highstylecondominium
@gmail.com

2-BEDROOM CONDO
FOR RENT

CONDOMINIUM CJP
NEEDED?
Professional Property Manage-
ment Company offers condo es-
tate management + CJP ser-
vices. Able to solve compliance

SPACIOUS STUDIO
PATONG
Located 8-minute walk
to Patong Beach. Situated
on 6th floor, furnished with

22,000 baht/month. Spa-

issues. Asset Management
Property Services. Email: Deve
lopment@ AssetManagement
SolutionsPhuket.com

3-BED GOLF VILLA
260SQM

Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sqm, 2 fl. Studio room,

fully furnished.

a large double bed, TV &
DVD player. Kitchen with
microwave, fridge, toaster
and an electric kettle. Rent
from 9,500 baht monthly
(low season), inclusive
cleaned and linen change
weekly. Utilities at tenants
cost. Tel: +852-09-794 2454
(English). Email: casajope

cious (100sgm). Available
now. In a friendly (12 unit)
development, located be-
tween Bang Tao & Surin
Beaches. Occupies 1/2 of
top floor. Fully furnished.
Western style kitchen.
Washing machine. Aircon in
allrooms. New 55' Smart TV
+ home theatre. Shares a

LUXURY POOL VILLAS
Budget rate, near Laguna, fully
furnished, comfort, secure.
Small villa: 25,000 baht and big
villa: 35,000 baht lease. For
more information, please call
089-594 4067.

@yahoo.com large swimming pool area.

Internet & UBC available.
Utilities are extra. Contact
Sean. Tel: 081-8943839.
Email: seanmcmahuna@
gmail.com

RAWAIPOOLVILLA
FOR RENT

LUXURY 1-BED APT
Fully furnished, serviced ground
floor (65sgm). Now available for
rent. Short or long term. Patong
(Soi Saensabai). Tel: 087-887
9070. Email: ianscondo21 @
gmail.com

Quiet location, 10 min to 3
International Schools. No
traffic! Private pool, cable
TV. Huge master suite &
dressing room/study. 5 min
to Central. Phuket Country
Club Kathu. Tel: 091-823
0448 (English & Thai).
Email: jasonjsen@gmail.
com

8,000 BAHT / MONTH
4-BEDROOM HOUSE
Nature surrounding on sea ca-
nal near Boat Lagoon. Long
term only. For more information,

please call 081-892 4311.

ACCOMMODATION

2-3 bedrooms from 45,000
baht/month. Tel: 081-538
4588. Email: info@purimas
property.com

AVAILABLE

4-BEDROOM POOL

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT
40,000 baht. Quiet location near
Wat Chalong. 3 bedrooms. 4
bathrooms. Secure small es-
tate. Uninterrupted lake and
mountain views. Parking for
three cars. Swimming pool.

CHALONG AREA
HOUSE
1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area.
Fully furnished. Tel: 081-892
4311. http://palaigreen.weeb

2-BED POOL PENTHOUSE
KARON
Holiday rental. Sea view, rooftop

2-BED BEACH HOLIDAY
CONDO
Spacious 2-bed condo, pool,

X ly.com pool, sundeck, BBQ, beach/
gym, beach & town 5 min walk. town in 5-minute walk. Email: Internet, cable TV, pool mainte-
cale. Emall gmesasia @gmal. gmseasia®gmai.com Luxury d-bedroom, d-bath- |  n prics. Available April 11 anti
. : . uxury 4-bedroom, 4-bath- in price. Available April 1st unti
com HOLIDAY RENT POOL room pool villa in Rawai / Nai November 30th, 2016. For more
PENTHOUSE 2-BED APARTMENT Harn area. Large 800sgm. information, please call 093-793

Spacious, breezy 2-bed pool
penthouse, sea view over Ka

Patong. Fully furnished, pool,
sea view, quiet. 100sgm. 15,000

Tel: 087-267 1282 (English).
Email: davidrosamond @ out

4258 (English), 085-696 0078
(Thai). Email me (Paul) for de-

HOLIDAY HOMES

-ta Noi Bay. Rooftop pool, deck. baht. Email: bricothailand @ hot look.com tails/photos at pwhittall@aol.
& VILLA RENTALS =1tk gmseasia@gmail.com  mail.com Comp P
WITH POOL PROPERTY SERVICES
Fully furnished, aircon, TV. Free
pool, WiFi. Long / short term.
Rawai / Chalong near pier. Tel:
089.475 1200 (Engieh & Tha) | CONSTRUCTION, ARE YOU LOSING

Email: info@welcome-inn.com
Please visit our website at http:
/lwelcomeinn-phuket.com

HOUSEHOLD

ITEMS

LARGE JACUZZIS

Black color, like new, 3 jacuzzis
for 80,000 baht. 25,000 baht
sold separately. Please call
089-594 4067.

Construction, renovation,
maintenance, air-conditio-
ner service & installation,
pool service and mainte-
nance, electric surveys,
mold remediation. Kathu.
Visit our website or give us
a call for more information.
Tel: 083-394 8337 (English),
080-141 4577 (English &
Thai). Email: mattias @ zion
property.com, Please visit
our website at http://zionpro
perty.com

FIND YOUR DREAM PROPERTY
NOW ON

DDproperty.com

NO.1 PROPERTY WEBSITE IN THAILAND

ol
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FOR FREE

LIET YOUR PROPERTY

e | g T i

¥ DDproperty

Phuket's first full-service
vacation rental manage-
ment company run by ex-
perts from the hotel industry.
Introducing Lofty - do you
have any idea how much
your property could make
if managed properly? Con-
tact us for a free income
assessment! You will be
amazed. Patong. Tel: 092-
475 4984 (English), 084-926
6063 (Thai). Email: info @ lof
typhuket.com
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BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

HARWELL LEGAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICE
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Legal Services:

* Litigations and Notices Services
* Thai Wills & Testaments
* Marriage Registration and Divorce

* Child Custody and Adoption

* Real Estate and Land Due Diligence
* Work Permits and Visa Services

» Company Setup and Accounting

* Translations and Verifications

* Notary Services

Tel: +66-(0)76-283445 | Mobile: +66-(0)98-633 3662
Email: office@harwell-legal.com

9/51 Moo 9, Chaofa East Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phuket
www.harwell-legal.com

X-MACHINE

(EXTREME-MACHINE)
It is an Oculus 5D attraction
of extreme experiences, simula-
tion of virtual reality. Ticket price
for 1 ride is about 150 baht. Pro-
fit (depends of location and traf-
fic) from 40,000 baht to 100,000
per month. You will also get the
FB group (virtuzonephuket), two
posters, one Oculus 5D headset,
TV. 600,000 baht. Chalong.
Please call 061-238 2130 (En-
glish). Email: anasty @ outlook.
com

RESTAURANT / BAR
FOR SALE - KAMALA
Big kitchen, pizza oven, fritter, 4
refrigerators, 2 bedrooms, living
room, aircons, 3 flat TVs, fully fur-
nished. Sale: 290,000 baht or
rent: 13,000 baht per month. Tel:

085-477 5935.

KEBAB RESTAURANT
FOR SALE
Best location, near Soi Bangla.
800,000 baht. Please call 081-
088 1451.

DIVE GEAR

BAUER JUNIOR
COMPRESSOR
With 5hp Honda. Very good con-
dition. Compressor can be seen
in scuba market, Kata. Price:
80,000 baht. Tel: 086-281 6224.
Email: jari.toivonen @bluewin.ch

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

RETAIL SPACE

IN PATONG
Available in the Ocean Plaza
Patong for massage, beauty,
coffee, souvenir shops, etc. Low-
rent contracts for up to 12 years.
Tel: 086-281 8883, 089-504
8882. Email: g.cummings @hot
mail.com

PATONG RESTAURANT

FOR SALE
Aircon inside and patio 40-50
sitting. Price includes all furniture
and equipment, ready to oper-
ate. Patong. Tel: 090-490 6123
(English), 084-387 9281 (English
& Thai). Email: tippy.tipsy2 @
gmail.com

cLuUB

MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE

LAGUNA GOLF
MEMBERSHIP
7 years remaining, available
now, offers c. 250,000 baht in-
cludes transfer fees. Hong Kong.
Tel: +852-61-405184. Email:
simon @ superior-solutions.com

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

For sale: 700,000 baht. Tel:

086-288 5896. Email: ora

patw @yahoo.com

BULLETINS

Alcoholics
Anonvmolis

If you want to drink
that is your business

DTV AN
LOS10N
HTAINSONNS!
Daily Meelings

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketza@yahoo.com
Google A Phuket

PERSONAL
SERVICES

YOGA TRAINER
For beginner. For more informa-
tion, please call Wan Mai Yoga.
Tel: 081-893 7068.

LEARNING THAI
AT THALANG
Available on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays, www.learn
ingthaiphuket.com

RECRUITMENT

NLIASES
Wir stellen ein!

We are a symbiotic team of designers, developers, marketers, project
managers and business developer whom work in a collaborative
manner on our client’s projects to achieve great outcome.

We are looking for new candidates for our office
in Phuket and/or Bangkok (German speaking preferred):

Job opportunities: ® Software Developer
@ Online Project Manager
@ Internet Specialist

@ Online Marketing Manager
® Web Designer
@ Online Editor

We offer: # Fun and professional work environment
* Work permit and visa
* Competitive salary
# Health insurance
= S-day work / week

* Paid holidays

We are looking for people who are self-motivated and able to
work independently. If this sounds like you, do not hesitate to
cantact us at;

Email: contact@zymbiosis.com | Tel: 061-264 2195
www.zymbiosis.com

ADMIN ASSISTANT (THAI)
Preferably with construction
background, able to work under
pressure, good English skills
and team player at work. high
salary and benefits to chosen
candidate. Tel: 076-341045, 081-
459 0152. Email: Info@blue
horizon-thailand.com

F‘ = i ?

" Position: Manager

:

ment strategies

+ Meeting and greeting customers

- Ensuring security is effective

other statutory regulations

&U‘r

- Planning and organizing accommodation, catering and other hotel services 5
'+ Promoting and marketing the business
-+ Managing budgets and financial plans as well as controlling expenditure
- Maintaining statistical and financial records
- Setting and achieving sales and profit targets
+ Analyzing sales figures and devising marketing and revenue manage

« Recruiting, training and monitoring staff
+ Planning work schedules for individuals and teams

+ Dealing with customer complaints and comments

+ Addressing problems and troubleshooting

+ Ensuring events and conferences run smoothly

+ Supervising maintenance, supplies, renovations and furnishings
+ Dealing with contractors and suppliers

- Carrying out inspections of property and services
+ Ensuring compliance with licensing laws, health and safety and

A Experience with references in Asia or Thailand ; ,,
— K — ol

Conhact Monthipa. Tel: 083-691 4028. Email: info@theviewphuket.com iy
Website: http://theviewphuket.com
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HIRING SEO SPECIALIST
USA/Hong Kong/Phuket Luxury
E-commerce Corporation is look-
ing for full time in-house SEO
Specialist. Excellent in both spo-
ken and written English and pre-
vious E-business SEO experi-
ence required. Great salary, ben-
efits and opportunities. Tel: +852-
812-4440, 097-223 3705 (En-
glish). Email: Recrutingmla @
gmail.com

SALES

Account Executive Sales (Phu-
ket) compensation: US$1,500
plus commission. Employment
type: full-time. Home-based
company: TMI Corporation. Lo-
cation: Home-based education.
Diploma category; Home-based
sales biz to biz. Full time: Mon-
day-Friday, 8am-4pm. Resume
will only be accepted on the ca-
reer section of website: www.
tmileads.com and will be selling
to Australian- and New Zealand-
based companies. Tel: +1-0604-
515-0225. Email: vernchatten @
tmileads.com, www.tmileads.
com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
WANTED

A graphic designer required to
assist our media manager, per-
manent position available, to
start as soon as possible. Kathu.
Tel: 095-036 0336. Email: chris.
moore @ maximizer.zone
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BOAT SHARE

53 feet, motor yacht, 3 cab-
ins, well maintained. 2 exist-
ing partners seek 1 more.
Established & fair system
to split costs. Everything at
cost, no business mark up!
Buy in US$70,000. Tel: 089-
866 4405 (English).

SPEED BOAT FOR SALE
200,000 BAHT

Speed boat with documents,
5+1 pax, two-stroke engine.
Yamaha 115hp. Koh Yao
Yai. For more information,
please call 087-897 0076
(English & Thai), 062-205
7199 (English). Email: igor.
balint@gmail.com

CRADLE SET OF 9
PIECES FOR BOAT
Great price all for 9,500 baht.
Tel: 084-625 5090. Email: Lem

cloe @gmail.com

PERFECT BOAT

Includes lot of fishing equip-
ment, 4-stroke Yamaha 100
hp, almost new. Koh Lanta.
For more information, pease
call 099-232 0532 (English),
083-181 9490 (English).
Email: thomas @betonghal
tagningnbt.se

2016 SEADOO RXPX300
IN STOCK
Warranty 1 year + 1,630cc /
300hp, full service from us, all
parts in stock. Samut Sakhon
Province. Tel: 081-754 7599 (En-
glish & Thai), 092-269 6099
(Thai). Email: sam @ mfjetski.

com

Book now: 0935 92 7558

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT
Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. Please call 089-111 6457,
081-397 7598. Email: kajoda
1954 @yahoo.co.uk

TECNAM P-92

- Price: 1.5 million baht

- Registration: U-B08

- Year of Manufacture: 2002

- Equipment: Full standard
equipment

- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp

1999 ROBIN 2160i

Selling Robin aircraft or trade
it for a 4-seat Cessna or
Piper (based in Hua Hin).
The Robin: TT AF 300hrs.
SMOH 60hrs. Well-equip-
ped, two-seat aerobatic air-

WHEELS &

MOTORS

LA FORD EVEREST 2007

craft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King
KMA24 audio panel, KX155
nav/com, KI203 vor, KY197A
comm, KN64A dme, KR87
adf, KT76Atransponder, CS
PA400 i-com, FP5 fuel com-
puter, CHT, OAT, Pitot heat.
4 million baht. Email: thos_
w @ hotmail.com

YOUR HELICOPTER

Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to
pat@aeropromgr.com

If you would like to: m ‘.5 wp
s Learn to fly . ",“

» Buy or hangar a plane, or
» Build or rent a hangar

Call Robert: +4& 81 810 4510 (Eng. Ger.)

OGyyeHHe W NoAETH BOKpYT MNxyxeTa:
+44 94 384 2294, no-pyCcCEM.

350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

SPORTIVO 4WD
Automatic. 60,000km. Full ser-
vice history. Pearl white. 895,000
baht. For more information,
pleasecall 089-970 8281.

TOP MODEL
CAMRY HYBRID
Silver, 3 years used, 21,600
km. Lady owner. 1.4 million

baht. For more information,
please call 081-893 7068.

Always fully serviced by
Ford. Manual. 134,000km. 1
lady owner. Sale: 280,000
baht. Tel: 080-697 7729.

2004 TOYOTA AVANZA
240,000 BAHT
Excellent condition 66,500km.
7 seats in gold w/black interior.
Automatic. Tel: 076-385909,
087-277 5216 (English). Email:

curlyphyl@yahoo.com

CARS FOR RENT

Short or long-term rental with
first-class insurance, deliv-
ery service. Please call 083-
104 1206 or send email to

bcarrent@hotmail.com

NISSAN NV FOR SALE
Can see in Rawai. Old but in
perfect condition. LPG. Price:
75,000 baht. Tel: 085-787 3046
or email to patrickmeo @gmail.
com

FORD FOCUS 2.0IS
2012

32,000km. Fully malntalned
by Ford. Excellent condition.
Many extras. 550,000 baht
includes private plate. Tel:
093-710 7259 (English),

082-231 5842.
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Knight from thewrong Sde of thetracks

By Nick Davies

THE last thing on the mind of
14-year-old Nick Faldo, whenhe
was on his knees rummaging
around in busheslooking for lost
golf ballsso hecould practicehis
swing, was to one day be knedl-
ing in front of the Queen of En-
gland to receive a knighthood.

Hailing from ‘the wrong side
of the tracks in Hertfordshire,
England, Sir NicholasAlexander
Faldo MBE wasawarded histitle
for his services to the sport of
golf in 1998 &fter unprecedented
success with 40 professional
wins, including 30 victories on
the European Tour and six Ma-
jor championships.

Since then, he has become a
television pundit on CBS
Sports and the BBC for major
golf championships, and has
even launched his own brand
of finewine bearing the distinc-
tive Faldo shield of six vertical
stripes in claret and green that
represent his career wins.

The technology of today is
helping golfers, and is afar cry
from the way Sir Nick began;
hitting foraged balls all day, ev-
ery day inall weathers. Eventhe
freezing snow and rain of
Britain’shorrid winterswere no

deterrent for the determined
teenage Faldo, who had to hide
his passion for golf through fear
of ridicule, but by 15 years old
he had made the firm decision
to make a career out of golf and
began taking on the pros. After
leaving school at 16, it wasn't
long before he was competing
against top golfers such as Jack
Nicklaus and Tom Watson.

Since retiring from the
championship circuit, Sir Nick
has been on a mission to make
golf moreaccessibletothegen-
eral public, especially to young
people. In 1996 he launched the
Faldo Series; a not-for-profit
organization that offers oppor-
tunities to young people
through golf and to help iden-
tify and nurture the next
generation of champions.

The Faldo Series now com-
prises 40 annua tournamentsin
30 countries in Europe, the
Middle East, North and South
America, and Asia with more
than 7,000 young golfersaged 12
to 21 taking part at thelast count.

His most recent role as La
guna Golf’s Brand Ambassador
brought him back to Phuket, re-
cently hosting an exclusive golf
weekend at Laguna Phuket,
which included a golf clinic and

INCLUDING 1
COMPLIMENTARY

sunset cocktails on the green of
Laguna Golf’s 18" hole.

Sir Nick’s affiliation with
Banyan Tree and Laguna Golf
has been instrumental in the
growth of golf inAsia, whichhas
seen the sport’s popularity and
accessibility grow steadily inthe
region over the past few years.

To achieveamorewidespread
acceptance of golf, Sir Nick is
working with Banyan Tree to
design smaller, more family-
friendly golf courses, such as
12-hole, nine-hole and par-three
courses, which make the sport a
more sociable affair, rather than
the man of the house disappear-
ing all day to play 18 holes.

Television has also helped
bring tournament golf to the
masses. There are about 25 mil-
lion people in United States that
are interested in golf but don't
know what to do next, and that’s
the market Sir Nick aimsto pen-
etrate with his more accessible
and sociable course designs.

Now working with Banyan
Tree, the biggest supporter of
young golfersintheregion, Sir
Nick is back to helping other
youngsters get into golf at a
grassroots level.

Banyan Tree Phuket is host-
ing the Faldo Series qualifying

tournaments. Some
of those golf-
ers  will

Practice, self belief and de-
termination are the three
principles he holds

likely be dearest. Practice hard
local stu- enough and gain more
dents who self belief. Get good
met Sir enough at what you do
Nick on and you get more
his most confident, and more
recent visit. 1 practice means you
So what _,f} know what you can
arethe secrets o do before you even
to hissuccess? take the shot.
g . _ Rendering:
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