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CIB raid rounds
up illegal jet-ski
operators

BUSINESS

PROPERTY

Leverage your social media
database with the use of
email marketing.

LIFE&STYLE

C9 Hotelworks compiles
important figures in the
2015 Hotel Market Update.

Swedish swimmer attempts
Phuket circumnavigational
challenge.Milo, a 13-year-old orangutan,  disappeared from Phuket Zoo and was found caged

in a jungle area on the island. Photo: Boonyawat Saelim

A TOTAL of 28 jet-ski op-
erators were arrested during
a Central Investigation Bu-
reau raid on February 18.

Despite numerous acci-
dents and complaints jet-ski
operators have continued to
work under an umbrella of
lax enforcement of rules
and regulations.

Story on Page 3

‘THIS ISN’T JUST ABOUT MILO. THERE ARE MORE TO SAVE’

 Rescue of Milo in
Phuket backs national
push against illegal
exotic animal traders
By Kongleaphy Keam

LAST week’s rescue of the Phuket Zoo orangutan,
Milo, led to a firestorm of social and political activity
bolstering efforts to close legal loopholes abused by
exotic animal traders in Thailand.

An amendment to the Wildlife Preservation and Pro-
tection Act BE 2535 (1992) that will require those who
posses animals named on the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) list to have proof of the origin of the
animal, as well as a permit for them, will be put in
front of the National Council for Peace and Order next
week.

“This isn’t just about Milo in Phuket. We believe
there are many more illegally owned orangutan in Thai-
land. However, at this point we have no idea how
many,” said Metee Meechai, director of the Wildlife
Conservation Office, Protected Area Regional Office
5 of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation (DNP). “If you are in possession
of one of these great apes, or know someone who is,
please bring them to us. At this point, we can ensure
that you will not face the full force of the law.”

Thailand joined CITES in 1983, but failed to have…

Story continued on Pages 4-5
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A BUS driver was killed and
17 tourists injured when a bus
crashed into an electricity pole
while descending Patong Hill
on February 22.

Bus driver Jeerasak
Kimbuathong, 40, was pinned
in the driver’s seat by the the
pole, which fell on the vehicle.
He was later pronounced dead.

The tourists were taken to
Patong Hospital for treatment
of minor injuries.

Police have yet to press
charges while they inspect the
bus for further evidence.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Aussie man falls
from balcony

Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) officers swarmed the home of former Rassada mayor Suratin
Lian-udom on February 20 during a standoff with suspected drug dealers, including the ex-
mayor’s brother-in-law, Jompol Siriwan, who had previously been jailed for ten years on attempted
murder charges. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

Patong Hill bus
crash kills one,
injures tourists

PANIC ensued on a Bangkok
Airways flight bound for
Phuket when cabin crew feared
a bomb threat after overhearing
a conversation between a group
of passengers on February 21.

Staff reported that prior to
take-off, four passengers on the
flight were overheard talking
about an item that might ‘ra-
berd’, a Thai word meaning to
explode or burst.

Officials later found out the
the item in question was a
conch that the passengers were
worried about getting damaged
during the flight.

Police have yet to decide f
they will press charges.

– Komchadluek

Krabi headman
gunned down
in front of home
KRABI Police are hunting for
a gang of men who gunned
down an influential village
headman (Phu Yai Baan) in
Krabi on February 16.

Chanwit Jantharak, 50, was
shot 10 times while leaving his
home in Mueang Krabi.

Mr Chanwit’s wife told po-
lice that at least three men in a
tan Toyota Vigo pick-up truck
shot at her husband at the gate
of their house, and then imme-
diately sped away.

Police believe that the mo-
tive may have been either
political or business related.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Missing British
tourist ‘found’
alive and well

THE Rawai sea gypsies have
turned down the provincial
government’s suggestion to
buy 19 rai of disputed land, in-
sisting that the land deeds must
be revoked entirely, as they
were unlawfully acquired.

The area that Phuket Prov-
ince suggested purchasing for
the seafaring nomads was a 19-
rai plot, which had already been
inspected by the Department of
Special Investigation (DSI) and
proven to have been the gypsies’
home for more than 100 years.

– The Nation

Gypsies decline
offer to buy up
disputed land

OFFICIALS are hunting down
the company that owns a boat
that was caught on video an-
choring in fragile corals off
Koh Racha Yai.

Video shows the anchor
biting into a coral bommie
with the metal chain laying
across a few species of cor-
als. The anchor is connected
to a rope tied to the boat,
which the cameraman clearly
documents as he ascends with
the line, capturing the name
of the boat.

Officials will call in the
owner of the boat and question
them before taking any legal
action.

– Kongleaphy Keam

Officials hunt
boat anchored
at coral boomie

A CONCIOUS Australian tour-
ist was rushed to hospital after
falling from a third-floor bal-
cony in Patong on February 23.

Jonann Petschauer, 65, fell
off the balcony attached to his
room and through a glass ceil-
ing at the Charm Resort Phuket.

Mr Petschauer was taken to
Patong Hospital and then trans-
ferred to Vachira Phuket
Hospital. Hospital employees
were unable to provide details
regarding his condition.

– Winai Sarot

POLICE in Krabi tracked down
a 21-year-old British woman
who disappeared for six days
while travelling in Thailand,
prompting a social media
frenzy to help find her.

Krabi Tourist Police con-
firmed that they found Grace
Taylor at Krabi International
Airport on February 23. Tour-
ist police stayed with her to
ensure her safety, while await-
ing the arrival of a family
member from Bangkok to take
care of her.

The family of Grace Taylor
reported that she hadn’t made
contact for nearly a week, ex-
cept for a frantic phone call she
made to them on February 22,
in which she alleged that
people were ‘trying to hurt her
and were following her’.

Police are currently unable
to confirm if any crime was
committed.

– Chutharat Plerin

Three dead after
canoe capsizes
RESCUE workers recovered
the bodies of two men on Feb-

Bangkok flight
delayed due to
bomb scare

Rescue worker
killed in crash
A KUSOLDHAM Foundation
worker was killed on February
19 after he crashed his bike and
was dragged underneath a bus
in Phuket Town.

According to the bus driver,
Nukul Kaewthewee, 37, he had
slowed down to avoid a parked
vehicle, after which he heard
people shouting at him to pull
over, as someone was being
dragged underneath his bus.

Fellow Kusoldharm Foun-
dation rescue workers
performed cardiopulmonary

Ex-mayor’s brother-in-law
arrested after CIB standoff

Rescue workers
unable to revive
swimmer at
Bang Tao Beach
A CHINESE national died on
February 20 after swimming with
his family at Bang Tao Beach.

Miu Zhioin, 63, was pulled
unconscious from the water af-
ter losing his footing and going
under the waves.

He was pronounced dead on
arrival at Thalang Hospital.

Police will continue their
investigation while awaiting an
official cause of death.

– Winai Sarot

ruary 23 who had been missing
since their canoe capsized near
Koh Sireh two days earlier.

The bodies of Mat Panthip,
51, and Laong Theppitak, 54,
were found floating near a wa-
terfront restaurant in Rassada.

The capsized boat had al-
ready claimed the life of Visut
Prasert, 58, whose body was
found shortly after the accident.
However, the 9-year-old boy in
the canoe was safely rescued
after the boat flipped.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

resuscitation (CPR) on
Sakpayom Tarapong, 36, and
transferred him to Vachira
Phuket Hospital where he was
pronounced dead on arrival.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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The raid yielded illegal jet-ski operators and guides, as well as people in possession of drugs, fake cosmetics,
illegal medicines and illegal firearms. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

A TOTAL of 28 jet-ski opera-
tors were arrested during a Cen-
tral Investigation Bureau (CIB)
raid on Phuket on February 18.

Despite numerous accidents
and a legacy of scamming tour-
ists, jet-ski operators have
continued to work under an
umbrella of lax enforcement of
jet-ski rules and regulations.

“We arrested the jet-ski
operators for renting their ve-
hicles to tourists without
provincial permission,” said
Adis Ngamchitsuksri, deputy
commissioner of the Royal
Thai Police CIB.

About 300 officers took part
in the raid that busted the jet-
ski operators, along with
alleged drug dealers, illegal
firearm owners, copyright in-
fringement vendors and those
participating in a number of
other illegal activities.

“With the ‘Prai Fah Na Sai’
[Peace for the People] raid we
are targeting major tourist des-
tinations for all types of
criminal activity,” said Maj
Gen Adis. “Phuket plays an
important role in the Thai
economy, generating a great
deal of revenue. It is essential

Amb Tulun meets with V/Gov
Prajiad. Photo: Phuket PR

Raids nab illegal jet-ski operators

that we protect it.
“We are concerned that the

wealth and opportunity in
Phuket will draw both domes-
tic and international criminals
to the island,” he said.

A total of 58 people were
arrested during the raid, includ-
ing 14 for whom arrest warrants
had already been issued.

In addition to those busted
for allegedly working as illegal
guides, being in possession of
drugs, fake cosmetics or illegal
medicines, seven were arrested
for the illegal possession of
firearms.

One of the seven was
Srisoonthorn Mayor Worawut
Songyos, confirmed Gen Adis.

“Though we seized firearms,
we are still looking into
whether or not they are illegally
owned. At this point, we have
only pressed preliminary
charges. However, among the
hunting rifles seized, we found
a pump-action shotgun and
semiautomatic handguns,” said
Gen Adis.

Turkish Amb
blasts Phuket
Int’l Airport

THE Turkish ambassador to
Thailand blasted Phuket’s air-
port during a meeting at Phuket
Provincial Hall on February 16.

“Phuket is a beautiful place
and many Turkish people want
to travel to the island. However,
they always complain about
three aspects of their trip: the
narrow airport terminal, com-
munication issues with airport
employees, and immigration,”
Ambassador of the Republic of
Turkey to Thailand Osman
Bulent Tulun said in a meeting
with Phuket Vice Governor
Prajiad Aksornthammakul.

Phuket hosts about 20,000
Turkish visitors a year, noted
Ambassador Tulun.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich



4 PHUKET GAZETTE February 27 - March 4, 2016

Milo saved:
From page 1

…any laws that empowered
officers to enforce regulations
in line with CITES until 1992.
Nonetheless, the Wildlife Pres-
ervation and Protection Act,
BE 2535 (1992) came with a
grandfather clause that allowed
those already in possession of
orangutans to do so legally.
Additionally, the breeding of
orangutans in Thailand is legal,
as long as both great apes are
legal, explained Mr Metee.

“Both of these have caused
massive legal loopholes that are
being taken advantage of by
criminals,” said Mr Metee.

However, the founder and
director of Wildlife Friends of
Thailand (WFFT), Edwin
Wiek, who was instrumental in
securing Milo’s freedom, con-
firmed that a number of
orangutan owners were already
feeling the pressure of the pro-
posed new law.

“There are still many other
illegal orangutan being raised
in Thailand. Some of those rais-
ing them are now afraid of the
law; they are contacting us, ask-
ing us to take the orangutan
from them,” Mr Wiek said.

Following the news of the
disappearance of Milo from the
Phuket Zoo ahead of a police
raid last week, a three-year-old
orangutan was abandoned in
front of the WFFT office on
Monday, Mr Wiek noted.

According to the Thailand
CITES office, there are only
three orangutans that have been
legally imported into the King-
dom since 1983. They were
imported from Taiwan by The
Zoological Park Organization
under the patronage of the King
of Thailand.

All other orangutans in the
Kingdom have been either il-
legally smuggled into Thailand
or are the offspring of orangu-
tans that were in the country
before the law came into effect.

“We have no records of these
animals or their offspring, mak-
ing it nearly impossible to
enforce the laws we currently
have,” said Mr Metee. “We need
more funding so that we are able
to conduct genetic testing on all
orangutans in Thailand.”

Mr Wiek concurred with Mr
Metee with regards to the need
for improvements in the way or-
angutans are accounted for and
documented in the Kingdom.

“They need to construct a ge-
netic database. However, such a
task is expensive, labor intensive
and time consuming – it’s hard

for the DNP to justify using their
limited resources this way,” said
Mr Wiek. “Therefore, the long-
term solution is pushing through
the new Wildlife Preservation
and Protection Act, which clearly
states that those in possession of
CITES listed animals must prove
that they have come by them
legally.”

SMUGGLING

The demand for orangutans in
Thailand is fueled by domestic
and international tourists’ de-
sires to see the exotic great ape,
explained Mr Metee.

“Most orangutans here were
smuggled in from Malaysia or
Indonesia aboard fishing boats
or small cargo boats,” said Mr
Wiek. “Hat Yai district in
Songkhla is a well-known point
of entry for illegal orangutans.”

The 12 illegally imported or-
angutans found in Phuket in
2008 were imported through
Hat Yai district, confirmed Mr
Wiek, who had received an
anonymous tip that the apes
were being held at the now de-
funct Phuket Crocodile Farm
and Tiger Zoo.

Before the facility was raided,
however, the animals were found
in cages along a roadside.

In response, DNP officers and
CITES officials have since set up
a number of checkpoints along
the Thailand-Malaysia border, as
well as at airports and piers.

“However, criminals always
find a way. Thailand is especially
vulnerable to smuggling because
of the numerous small islands
along our coast,” Mr Metee said.

DISAPPEARING,
REAPPEARING MILO

THE ORANGUTAN

The issue of orangutan smug-
gling took the spotlight in Thai-
land after 13-year-old orangu-
tan Milo, who conservationists
were fighting to free from the
Phuket Zoo, went missing
ahead of a raid on the facility
on February 19.

Pressure on the zoo began to
mount after local animal-rights
activist Vicki Kiely, garnered
more than 8,000 signatures on
the online petition ‘Save Milo’
on Change.org.

“Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Crime Division
(NRECD) of the Royal Thai Po-
lice and Department of National
Parks (DNP) agreed to investi-
gate the case of Milo,” Mr Wiek
explained on February 19. “The
DNP regional wildlife office

Officers bust Bang Tao vendor,
illegal beach furniture seized

Chairs and tables were taken off Bang Tao sands. Photo: Winai Sarot

A PHUKET vendor caught
encroaching on public land at
Bang Tao Beach was arrested
on February 20.

“Jakkrit Dechana, 28, was
arrested with three wooden
tables and 10 chairs,” said Col
Bancha Panpradap, an officer
with the Region 5 Natural Re-
sources and Environmental
Crime Suppression Division
(NED).

Mr Jakkrit told police he was
only taking care of the furniture
and was not the owner. None-
theless, he was taken to Cherng
Talay Police Station for further
processing.

The bust was a joint effort
by the NED, Cherng Talay
Police, Cherng Talay Admin-
istration Organization
(OrBorTor) and the Royal
Thai Navy.

“We seized an additional 58
chairs, 31 umbrellas and three
tables. However, no one came

to claim them,” Col Bancha
said. “Our aim is to enforce the
beach management policy of
the province. Unscheduled

checks on beaches and making
arrests like this one are steps in
the right direction.”

– Winai Sarot
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more orangutans to be rescued
found that Milo was probably
illegally being kept at the Phuket
Zoo, as there was no orangutan
legally registered at the location.”

However, police officers ar-
rived at the zoo only to find that
Milo was gone.

“All her photos with tourists
were also removed from the
zoo; they were even deleted
from the Phuket Zoo’s
website,” Mr Wiek said.

“The owner of the zoo told
the group of police and wit-
nesses that he had released
Milo into the Khao Phra Thaeo
Non-hunting Zone, a small
patch of rain forest on Phuket.
He further claimed that this
was where he found her two
years ago.”

The next evening, Khao
Phra Thaeo Non-hunting Zone
officers discovered Milo
locked in a tiny cage deep in
the jungle.

“I went to her first thing
Sunday morning and she was
still stuck in the cage. The door
was padlocked, no keys were
found in the area. They even-
tually had to hammer open the
lock at the Phang Nga Wild-
life Nursery Station, which

took a good 20 minutes,” said
Ms Kiely.

Milo was taken to the station
before she is to be moved to the
Khao Prathap Chang Wildlife
Sanctuary in Ratcha Buri,
which already houses a number
of orangutans.

“When she finally got out
of the cage, we walked with
her about 20 meters before she
fell flat on her tummy,” she
said. “She is still overweight
and will need to go through

some rehabilitation.”

ZONING IN ON ZOO

The conspicuous resurfacing of
the great ape was one of many
issues Mr Wiek tabled during
a meeting with DNP
Deputy Director Adisorn
Nuchdamrong on Tuesday.

“Not only were they keep-
ing an endangered animal
without a licence, they re-
leased an invasive species into

a protected jungle without
permission,” Mr Wiek al-
leged. “Additionally, I was
told that officers will be
looking into if the zoo was
responsible for abandoning
the orangutan in the cage,
and whether or not this
would be classified as ani-
mal torture.”

Piyawat Sukhon, head of
Khao Phra Thaeo Non
Hunting Zone, confirmed to
the Gazette that the DNP

has ordered a full investigation
into the zoo.

“The first question we need
to answer is how they obtained
Milo, then we need to look at
how she escaped notice when
officers inspected the zoo ev-
ery three months,” said Mr
Piyawat. “Additionally, we
will see whether or not Milo
was raised and cared for prop-
erly. If not, charges of animal
torture could be added to
charges of the illegal posses-
sion of an orangutan.”

The penalty for the illegal
possession of a CITES listed
animal is a fine of up to 40,000
baht, four years in prison or
both.

Animal-rights activist are
calling for the closure of the
Phuket Zoo after the story of
Milo blew up online, reported
The Nation.

When contacted by the
Gazette, Phuket Zoo employ-
ees declined to comment.

“Thailand has promised
other countries that they will
adhere to the rules of CITES. I
don’t want Thailand to fail to
follow through on our prom-
ises,” said Mr Metee.

Milo is believed to be one of the many illegally owned orangutans in Thailand. Photo: Boonyawat Saelim
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THERE is a reason that old-dog
expats are jaded and sound like
MP3 players with less than half a
dozen songs playing on shuffle.
That’s because, like it or not,
they’ve seen the mangling and
crushing of that beautiful idea us
newbies to the island think will be
the catalyst for ‘real’ change.

When it comes to what have be-
come entrenched, decade-long
fights, the February 25-March 3
issue of the Gazette was running hot
with both jet-skis and illegal tour
guides.

Page one was dominated by at-
tacks on a plan put forward by
then-Governor Udomsak Uswar-
angkuru to legalize foreign guides
(guiding is one of many professions
reserved for Thais). The president
of the Phuket Professional Guide
Association blasted the proposal.

Phuket already has problems
with foreigners working as tour
guides, especially Koreans and Rus-
sians. Thais who have already been

trained are being used
only as ‘sitting guides’,
the president said.

“We have conducted
a nationwide survey
and there are more than
enough guides cover-
ing all [the major tourist] languages.

Replace the word Korean with
Chinese and the Gazette could eas-
ily have run the comment in the news
this week, following several tour
guides being scooped up by the Cen-
tral Investigation Bureau (CIB) last
Sunday.

Also hauled in as part of the cen-
tral government’s ‘Peace for the
People’ raid were 28 illegal jet-ski op-
erators, representing perhaps one of
the largest legal actions taken against
the well-protected industry. They are
so well entrenched in the sands of
Phuket, in fact, that they are still here.

As noted in the Gazette editorial
10 years ago, the governor had
pledged to phase out all jet-skis by
March 1, 2011. He was clearly a fan

of the sound dead-
lines make as they
fly by, as well as the
wacky, offbeat, sa-
tirical humor of
Douglas Adams.
Can you imagine

Phuket with no jet-skis? It has the
same statistical likelihood of a potted
plant and whale suddenly appearing
in space and falling to Earth.

And though in this particular edi-
torial, as opposed to countless others
that stretched out nearly ten years
ahead and behind this particular piece,
this one was pro-jet-skis. Let us
clarify: it was in favor of professional
jet-ski events on the island, not jet-
ski cowboys renting out dangerous
machines to untrained, unlicenced and
unconcerned tourists.

Since hosting the first round of the
2006 Jet Ski Thailand Championship,
the island has played host to a num-
ber of other professional jet-ski
events, including the Gazette spon-
sored Southeast Asia Games.

As the island continues to promote
sport tourism, there is little doubt that
the fitness and health industry is also
growing at exponential speeds.

The opening of two major fitness
centers – a total investment of about
86 million baht – was marked in the
Gazette as the island ‘experiencing a
boom’ in the fitness industry. Now, a
quick drive through Nai Harn or a
walk down Soi Ta-ied makes it clear
that a couple of new gyms are hardly
a drop in the bucket. That, of course,
is neglecting to point out the volumi-
nous training facilities at Thanyapura
Phuket, which in 2015 was looking
to top up an already staggering invest-
ment with an additional 300 million
baht to further strengthen its status as
the ‘Sports Hub of Asia’.

Thankfully, no jet-ski operators
have razed the government about not
allowing them access to those popu-
lar swimming lanes. Unfortunately,
that is not the case for many of
Phuket’s beautiful beaches.

                 – Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Revision of
foreign media
visa rules for
clarification

BKK denies
‘IS threat’ but
supports boost
in security

Thailand seeks
closer defence
ties with Russia
IN A bid to tilt Thailand’s for-
eign relations and military co-
operation towards Moscow af-

Trouble dealing
with serious
diseases amoung
migrant workers

THE revision of guidelines for
issuing visas to correspondents
and media personnel applying
to work in Thailand was done
to introduce clear categories of
who is eligible for a media visa
in the wake of an increase in
new and online media applying
to work here, the Foreign Min-
istry has said.

The former guidelines lacked
a clear scope and definition for
foreign journalists, which re-
portedly led to misuse, with
holders of media visas working
on unrelated fields, spokesman
Sek Wannamethee said.

SECURITY at mass-transit
systems and key attractions
has been stepped up follow-
ing a US embassy warning
that Thailand is among the
countries the Islamic State
(IS) is targeting. The attrac-
tions include department
stores and entertainment ven-
ues.

Thailand has been on alert
for terrorist attacks since the

deadly Ratchaprasong bomb
attacks last year, though it was
not linked to IS, said Panitan
Wattanayagorn, adviser to
Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan.

ter cooling relations with the
United States and the West,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan visited Russia to
seek deals on military equip-
ment, as well as trade and
investment.

Elephant kills
Laotian man

Thai prostites
arrested in
South Korea

A LAOTIAN man was
stomped to death by a wild el-
ephant in a cassava plantation
in Chanthaburi on February 19.

The body of 36-year-old
Khemphetch Chaiyasan was
found near his gun and a flash-
light in the extensively
-damaged plantation.

The victim’s wife, Buakham
Chaiyasan, 51, told police that
Mr Khemphetch went to trap

SOUTH Korean police alerted
Thai police of a crackdown on
prostitution rings on February
18 that resulted in the arrest of
48 Thai women and five pros-
titution brokers.

Of the 48 Thais arrested, 12
had already been deported,
Deputy Police Spokesman
Krissana Pattanacharoen said on
February 19.

rabbits in a mountain area be-
hind the plantation despite her
request for him not to go be-
cause of the wild elephants.

HIV and drug-resistant tuber-
culosis are the most prevalent
health hazards detected among
migrant workers

The Department of Disease
Control revealed that in 2014,
more than 400,000 cases of HIV
among foreign workers were re-
ported, while incomplete
treatment of tuberculosis had
caused the disease to become
drug resistant. In addition, pre-
viously eliminated diseases had
reappeared in Thailand as a re-
sult of labor migration.
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Re: On Deck: The case for in-
water zones, February 19

Before you change things,
you have to accept that others
can do better.

Already this first step is too
big for many, but even if you
have done this step, the next
challenge is not any easier –
namely the wish to learn.

However, the last step is the
hardest by far, it’s called en-
forcement.

Georg The Viking
Gazette forum

Narrow-mindedness
may be the issue

Re: Turkish Ambassador blasts
Phuket airport, February 19

I cannot ever remember go-
ing into the Phuket airport and
being uncomfortable with the
‘narrowness’ of the airport.

Would Turks be happier if it
was 1, 2 or 3 meters wider?

My guess is, if Thais went
on holiday to Turkey, the
Thais wouldn’t be able to un-
derstand the Turks at their
airports either.

However, as far as immigra-
tion goes, I can understand his
point of view.

Mark
Gazette forum

Parked cars cause
of deadly problems

Re: Kusoldharm Foundation
worker killed in three-vehicle
crash, February 20

Surely it was an ‘illegally’
parked vehicle that caused the
accident. It is common to see
vehicles parked halfway on the
road as the driver visits a store,
friend or whatever.

Many times cars and motor-
bikes are trapped or caught
unaware by this type of park-
ing, yet the police do nothing.

Another dangerous traffic
problem that could be fixed by
just following the laws, police
enforcement, and common
sense.

capealava
Gazette forum

Do as the elephants
do while in Thailand

Re: Phuket orangutan ‘disap-
pears’ ahead of police raid,
February 19

I thought it was an interest-
ing read recently in the
international press about Thai
elephants.

The article claimed that
when an elephant is in musth
and kills someone, the animal
is renamed and moved to a
different location because it is
too expensive to do anything
else.

This option may have also
been used here, but more likely
released into the wild.

Anon
Gazette forum

Using PADI as an
example of safety

Re: Opinion: Floating ideas,
February 21

PADI ensures its instructors
are safe to teach through exten-
sive systems of instruction,
examination and regular as-
sessment.

Conversely, the Thai Labor
Dept allegedly gives a work
permit to anyone who pays
enough.

How is a snorkelling trip sup-
posed to work if all the customers
are bobbing around in the water
floating face up? The Thai au-
thorities should take a leaf out of
PADI’s book and self-regulate,
not just blame others.

CaptainJack
Gazette forum

Apparently details
make the difference

Re: CIB nabs illegal jet-ski
operators in Phuket, February
19

I am so sorry for the jet-ski
operators.

They were arrested only for

not having provincial permis-
sion. How can such a detail
make a difference?

I am sure the marine de-
partment will immediately
step in and help them to get
this permission. After all, they
have to feed their families and
as we all know, everybody re-
ally loves jet-skis.

All the other ones with a
valid license will be even hap-
pier.

George
Gazette forum

Acceptance is the first and easiest step

THE tale of the disappearance of orangutan Milo from a lo-
cal zoo and her subsequent rediscovery a few days later de-
serves a slot in the annals of the ‘Amazing Thailand Always
Amazes’ series.

Now that the issue has drawn the interest of the national and
international media, the Gazette hopes that sustained interest
will pressure the Department of National Parks (DNP) and other
regulatory agencies to do a better job in honoring Thailand’s
commitments under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Such an effort could start with a thorough investigation
into how Milo came into the zoo’s possession in the first place;
how the DNP could have failed to notice her presence there
during numerous inspections over several years; and the zoo’s
incredible explanation of her ‘release back into the jungle’,
albeit still padlocked inside a cramped cage.

In almost all cases, demand for the creatures is fuelled by
the tourism industry. While it might be impossible for the DNP
to monitor all zoo exhibits, violations involving high-profile
endangered species like the orangutan should at least raise the
suspicion that collusion and kickbacks may be involved.

Milo’s case certainly highlights the increasingly important
role of social media in raising public awareness of the plight of
sentient creatures like the orangutan that are forced to waste
away through years of physical and mental deprivation, if not
outright torture, at the hands of greedy entrepreneurs whose
illegal operations are conveniently ignored by officials.

Back in 2008, when the Phuket Crocodile Farm and Tiger
Zoo was still in operation near the Nimit (Sea horse) Circle
in Phuket Town, a similar tale unfolded in which 12 unregis-
tered orangutans were discovered following an anonymous
tip to the Wildlife Friends of Thailand, the same NGO that
has been active in Milo’s case.

These orangutans were later recovered after being dumped
along a roadside after the zoo operators apparently learned that
an inspection was imminent. The zoo owners were never charged
for illegal trade or possession of the primates.

It will be interesting to see if public pressure, especially
via social media, has reached the point that Thai
officialdom will be forced to actually investigate Milo’s case
and put those responsible before the courts. Such a move
would overturn the existing sad state of affairs in a way
that would be truly ‘Amazing’.

Orangutan freedom
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A sheet of batik was stretched down a side soi. Photo: Isaac Simonelli

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Alex Stone

Words from the Wise

“Every man of genius sees the world at a
different angle from his fellows, and there
is his tragedy.”
                                                – Havelock Ellis

Rangsiman Kingkaew is a
Phuket native and the
Secretary-General of the
Phuket Tourist Association
(PTA)  He holds a master’s
and bachelor’s degree in
economics from Thammasat
University.
   Here he talks about his
ideas on improving the

standards of local eateries to live up to the province’s
new title as a UNESCO City of Gastronomy.

“Real courage is when you know you’re
licked before you begin, but you begin any-
way and see it through no matter what.”
                                                    – Harper Lee

Promoting gastronomy

PHUKET was awarded the title
‘City of Gastronomy’ by the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) on Decem-
ber 11, 2015 in recognition of
the island’s rich culinary his-
tory and unique cuisine.

The question is, are we ready
for this?

I think Phuket should do
something to promote its won-
derful variety of local dishes and
make it easier for tourists to try
the island’s famous food, which
is, after all, a major attraction and
part of the Phuket experience.

There are so many good lo-
cal restaurants here in Phuket,
but a lot of them are not in the
kind of condition that tourists
would find attractive, so we
have to come up with ways of
improving them and getting
more tourists to eat there.

Tourists are not like locals.
They don’t know about restau-
rants that are not publicly
promoted.

The restaurant’s location, size,
signs and menus do not really
give tourists any clues as to the
quality and style of the food they
serve. Even those restaurants that
are well-known among locals for
serving great food do not get vis-
ited by tourists if those places
aren’t promoted.

 Firstly, restaurants need to
have menus in English. Sec-
ondly, they need to be suitably
sized to accommodate groups
of tourists. Thirdly, they must
be clean and hygienic, and
lastly, they need to be easily
accessible to tourists.

Take menus, for example. If
we go abroad and find that all
the menus are written in the
local language, we just won’t

know what the dishes are or
how to order. The same prin-
ciple applies here.

Some restaurants in Phuket
do, of course, have English-lan-
guage menus and that is really
appreciated. However, we want
to see more of the same at the
smaller local eateries.

Dishes labelled in English,
along with short descriptions
and a nice photo of each dish,
is a very good way of attract-
ing more foreign customers.
Menus illustrated in this way
are also very useful for people
with food allergies.

Locals might not worry too
much about the hygiene and
appearance of places where
they know they can get good
food, but foreign visitors might
not feel as comfortable about
it, so we need to improve on
these aspects to make foreign-
ers feel safer about eating at
small, local restaurants.

That doesn’t mean restau-
rant owners have to redesign
their whole venue. They just
have to make it clean and com-
fortable enough to attract more
wary tourists.

Additionally, there are many
restaurants in Phuket Town
serving authentic dishes unique
to Phuket, but we don’t see so

many of these in popular tour-
ist spots such as Patong and
other beach areas.

Some tourists will never
venture very far beyond the
beach where they are staying
but they should have the chance
to taste local delicacies. So, I
want restaurants in such spots
to think about how they can
offer and promote more local
dishes to the tourists.

After receiving recognition
from UNESCO last year, we did
conduct a workshop for locals,
but there was concern among
some of them that changes would
mean losing the traditional as-
pects of eating out in Phuket.

However, I don’t think these
kinds of improvements will
have a negative impact. Far
from it, in fact. Improving hy-
giene and having menus in
English will neither change the
taste and identity of the food,
nor the Phuket way of life.

Restaurants do not necessar-
ily have to become modern
looking. Just clean, clear about
the food they serve and easily
accessible.

Now that Phuket has been
awarded UNESCO City of
Gastronomy status it is very im-
portant that we live up to that
title.

LAST weekend, I saw four
vans in a row waiting for the
u-turn at the Koh Kaew junc-
tion. They nearly took up the
entire u-turn lane, making it
difficult for people trying to
make a u-turn from the other
direction.

Is it legal, or is only one ve-
hicle allowed to make a u-turn
at a time?

Lt Col Rungrit Ratta-
napagdee of the Phuket City
Traffic Police replies:

How many cars can u-turn at the same time?
It is definitely illegal, and

each vehicle – other than the
one closest to the median –
should be fined the maximum

penalty of 500 baht for block-
ing traffic.

However, we must look at
the situation as well.

For example, if there is a
traffic jam, and the lane for the
u-turn is backed up, it may be
appropriate for multiple cars to
take the u-turn at once if
it does not cause additional
traffic jams for oncoming
vehicles.

Sometimes, it really just
ends up being a judgment call
for us.

Old Town done right
WHEN a dance choreographer
based in Manhattan, New York
finds the splendor of the Old
Town Festival magical, engag-
ing and fulfilling, then you
know Phuket is doing some-
thing right to promote cultural
tourism on the island.

She was here for the sun, sand
and sea – like the vast majority
of Phuket tourists – so I hadn’t
planned on taking her to the Old
Town Festival at all. It’s not that
we were actively avoiding it, but
it was barely a bleep on the ra-
dar of activities. However, on a
last minute whim we decided to
check it out; it would at least be
a good chance to introduce her
to some Phuket food.

And without a doubt it was
the food that pushed the entire
festival to a whole new level.
Being dubbed a UNESCO City
of Gastronomy brought a new
air of prestige and world focus
to the unique food developed by
the Peranakan culture of Phuket.

The stage performances at
‘Dragon Park’ were captivat-
ing. Numerous performers
from Thailand’s Got Talent
took the stage: a juggler, an il-
lusionist, actors, singers and
clowns. Even the over the top
ladyboy clowns that carried on
in Thai brought tears of laugh-
ter to our eyes as we enjoyed
the show along with Governor
Chamroen Tipayapongtada,
who was sitting just a few rows

in front of us. In fact, the shows
were so good, that every time
we tried to leave, we ended up
right back in our seats. By the
time we did pull ourselves
away, the rest of the festival had
shut down for the night.

It turns out that the only thing
better than one night at the Old
Town Festival is two nights at
the Old Town Festival. Yes, we
went back.

A large sheet of batik
stretched down a side soi and
had already been covered with
wax, so anyone passing could
grab a bucket of dye and a
brush and leave their mark.

The mix between an under-
standing of how to engage a
modern audience of all ages with
the unique culture of Phuket and
the province’s strong ties to
China created a mesmerizing and
delightful experience. So much
so, that by the end of the sec-
ond night, my Manhattan friend
declared that even if we didn’t
make it out to Phang Nga Bay
or to Nai Harn Beach, the ex-
periences from the Old Town
Festival were more than
enough to justify the trip to
Thailand.
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Understanding stop loss orders

A broker looks at prevailing market price to decide when to execute the sell trade. Photo: www.hushtrade.com

Household debt expected to stay highImpact of insurance cut
THE lowering of the deposit
guarantee to 1 million baht
from 25mn baht per bank pre-
sents a golden opportunity for
a small player like Land and
Houses Bank to expand depos-
its by 10-15 per cent annually
for several years.

Sasitorn Phongsathorn, presi-
dent of LH Bank, said that the

KResearch suggests debt will reach 83 per cent. Image: Chris Potter

THE level of household debt
this year is expected to con-
tinue to exceed 80 per cent of
gross domestic product
(GDP) even though some
people who borrowed to take
advantage of the previous
elected govern-ment’s first-
car scheme will pay off that
debt in the fourth quarter.

Thanyalak Vacharachai-
surapol, head of money and
banking at Kasikorn Research,
said household debt this year
would touch 83 per cent of
GDP, against 81 per cent at
present, because consumer bor-
rowing has continued to rise.

Each year, there is new bor-
rowing of auto and housing
loans, so the fact that some of
the first-car borrowers will pay
off their loans this year does
not mean overall household

WITH global stock markets off
to a rough start this year, its
time to take a closer look at stop
loss orders and how they can
help as well as hinder you from
achieving your investment
goals.

So what exactly are stop loss
orders?

A stop loss, or simply a stop
order, is an automatic trade
placed in advance specifying
that you want to place a trade
for a particular investment
when a certain price level is
reached.

There is also a stop loss
variation called a ‘trailing stop’
where the sell order is set at a
percentage level below the cur-
rent market price (and not the
price you bought it at), while a
‘chandelier stop’ is a trailing
stop specifying a dollar amount
instead of a percentage.

When executing a stop loss
order, a brokerage will nor-
mally look at the prevailing
market bid price (the highest
price investors are willing to
buy an investment at a given
point in time and its a price that
a seller can get in the market)
to determine when the sell trade
will be executed.

So, how should stop loss or-
ders be used?

Let’s say you had bought
100 shares of stock X for
US$10 a share with shares
having risen to US$25 a share
and you want to protect most

of your capital gains from a
sudden downward share price
movement. You could tell
your broker to put a stop loss
order in at US$20 a share so
that you only lose US$5
should shares fall back to that
share price level or below.

Likewise, let’s say you have
just bought stock X for US$10
a share. You could put a stop
loss order at US$8 a share to
limit any immediate buyer’s
remorse.

Stop loss orders are par-
ticularly advantageous if you

are unable to monitor your
portfolio for a period of time,
for instance, you are on a long
vacation and don’t want to be
logging into your account or
calling your broker should the
market start falling.

On the other hand, there are
some disadvantages with stop
loss orders or rather they are not
a perfect form of insurance pro-
tection for your portfolio. For
starters, a stop loss order is not
guaranteed to be filled at the
preferred stop price, as once it’s
been triggered, the trade

becomes a market order which
is filled at the best possible
share price. This price may be
lower than the price specified
by the stop order – especially
if shares are falling fast and
there are few buyers.

You must also be careful
about how you use stop loss
orders, as it may be unfavor-
able to activate a sale on a
short-term market fluctuation
if you have a long-term time
horizon for a given invest-
ment. For example, if stock X
is volatile and has a tendency

to fluctuate widely on a
weekly or monthly basis, a
stop loss order set at too low
of a share price may result in
the order being triggered pre-
maturely or not at the
optimum time to maximize
your return.

Finally, there are no clear rules
for what price level you should
place a stop loss order at. If you
are an active trader, it might make
sense to place a stop loss order
at 5 per cent below the current
share price. However, and if you
are a buy-and-hold investor with
a long-term time horizon, 15 per
cent or more would probably
make more sense.

Just remember that there will
likely be a broker commission
on any sell trade and you may
want to factor in that commis-
sion when you determine your
optimum stop loss order price.
In addition, you may not be
able to place a stop loss order
on every investment, such as
certain OTC Bulletin Board
stocks or penny stocks.

Can stop loss orders help or
hinder your long-term finan-
cial goals?

Don Freeman, BSME is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a registered investment advisor
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket. He has over 15 years
experience working with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers. Don can be reached at
089-970 5795 or via email at
freemancapital@gmail.com.

policy is expected to ignite de-
posit reallocation of 1.13 trillion
baht in the banking system, as de-
positors who will not be covered
by the Deposit Protection Act
will seek to spread their savings
among banks. The bank might
launch packages to woo custom-
ers, but pricing will not be the
key strategy.        – The Nation

debt will decline quickly. How-
ever, it may help improve the
purchasing-power situation by
the end of this year.

According to KResearch,
1.26 million vehicles were pur-
chased under the previous

government’s first-car tax-
break program.

Ms Thanyalak said the an-
nual Motor Expo at the end of
the year could encourage some
first-car buyers to purchase
new models.       – The Nation
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Caltex plans retail expansion

Chevron plans to sustainably
grow its Thailand retail business
this year. Photo: Byron Villegas

Check your spam score to ensure that your email is not redirected to spam. Photo: startupstockphotos.com

How to master email marketing

CHEVRON (Thailand) Ltd,
marketer of the Caltex brand,
plans to sustainably grow its
retail business.

The company aims to
expand its Caltex-brand service
stations with a focus on qual-
ity locations, such as strategic
highways and key provinces,
nationwide.

The company will also con-
tinue to cooperate with retail
partners to enhance offerings and
services for motorists. At the
same time, it will work to rein-
force brand awareness and
broaden its reach with the
younger customer base.

Salman Saadat, country
chairman and general manager
for products, said that the com-
pany is committed to enhancing
its presence in Thailand by
working with current retailers
and new investors to add new
Caltex branded service stations
in Bangkok and other provinces
in order to cater to demand and
growth of the market.

OTHER than branding, one of
the primary functions of so-
cial media marketing is to
create a database of potential
customers. But building the
database is only the first step,
so what do we do with it once
we have it?

I have previously discussed
the importance and value of your
database; now I am going to
show you how to leverage it. It
is critical to develop the relation-
ship with your clients further,
and email marketing is a perfect
way to do this.

People interested in a prod-
uct or service are much more
likely to purchase from a pro-
vider with whom they have an
established rapport, or trust. So
one of the important goals is to
create and build that trust and
rapport. Email marketing is an
efficient way to do that.

Email marketing has many
benefits. The most relevant be-
ing its very low cost. It is also
informative, instantaneous and
continues to reinforce your
branding over time.

Remember that the easier
you make it for your audience,
the more interesting and com-
pelling your message is and
the higher the response rate
you will have.

SUBJECT HEADING

The subject heading is critical.
This is the first thing your audi-
ence sees. Its purpose is to get
the recipient to open the email.
It needs to grab their attention.
Common tactics include using
shocking facts, scary statistics,
promoting benefits and even hu-
mor. Create a sense of urgency;
work on people’s fear of loss and
scarcity.

You should also personalize
the email where possible, as
people love to see their own

name, and it makes it feel less
like spam.  

If you have a gimmick or
offer, make sure the body of
your email continues your offer.

Remember that people will
see from their inbox who the
sender of the email is, so this
should be consistent with your
company and branding.

BODY

Once the recipient has opened
the email, the content should
make them undertake a specific

call to action, which was the
purpose of sending them the
email in the first place. This
may be to go to a website, place
an order or answer a survey –
but the purpose must be very
clear to the reader.

Let them know what you want
them to do and make it as easy
as possible for them to execute
it. So, if you want them to visit
your website, have a live link that
they can click. Spell it out for
them and offer them an easy way
to do it without them having to
think or use any effort. If it is time

sensitive, then make that clear.

SPAM SCORE

Finally, you should check your
overall spam score to make
sure that the recipients’ filters
are not likely to send it to the
spam folder. Often your mail-
ing software will have this
built in. If not, there are a num-
ber of products that can do
this. Also make sure you have
your address at the bottom of
the email, as well as a way that
they can opt out from receiv-
ing any further emails.

Remember to be consistent
with your branding and your
goals. The information must
be relevant, honest and fac-
tual. Know your target market
well – the more the message
speaks to your recipient on a
personal level the more en-
gaged they will be.

It is also very important to
track and monitor all your
email marketing, so you can see
what is working and what is
not. The analytics can have a
huge impact on determining
whether your email marketing
will be a success or not.

Simon Wetherell is a social media
expert and lawyer. He trains
businesses and individuals on
how to profit from the social media
industry. For more information, visit
P h u k e t O n l i n e M a r k e t i n g
School.com or call 095-085 3355.

In 2015, Chevron opened 23
new fuel service stations. This
year, the company said it would
continue its effort to expand
Caltex service stations from
nearly 370 existing sites.

The company is also work-
ing on enhancing its service-
station experience to make it
more enjoyable. So far, nearly
200 Caltex fuel service station
networks have been reimaged.
“The focus for 2016 is to pro-
vide motorists with a one-stop
exceptional experience each
time they visit our stations,”
said Mr Saadat.   – The Nation
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PUMPED: (From L-R) Managing Director of Nanox Nutriceuticals Thailand Jurgen
Vanderlooy; NABBA/WFF (Thailand) Event Organizer Wilaiporn Wannaklang; Jungceylon
Phuket General Manager Paul Rochel; and Adchara Rattanaviroj, Chief Executive Officer
of Method Reform Co Ltd.

(From L-R) Ministry of Tourism and Sports Permanent
Secretary Pongpanu Svetarundra; Thanyapura Executive
Chairman Chris McCormack; Minister of Tourism and Sports
Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul; Deputy Prime Minister Gen
Tanasak Patimapragorn; Thanyapura President & CEO Philipp
Graf von Hardenberg; Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada; Phuket International Academy Chief
Executive Julian Whiteley; and Thanyapura Director of
Communications Nathaphat Asavathanachart.

Bangkok Hospital Phuket Managing Director and CEO of Group 6 BDMS in Southern
Region Kongkiat Kespechara (2nd from right), with speakers at the medical seminar from
the Oregon Health & Science University.

Hospital hosts research seminar
Doctors from Oregon Health & Science University shared their knowledge on the
latest advances in colonic and rectal surgery with local doctors and medical stu-
dents on February 5 for the latest in a series of international symposiums in colorectal
disease organized by Bangkok Hospital Phuket’s Colorectal Surgery Center.

HELPING HANDS: Guests and associates at Angsana Laguna Phuket.

Ministers stop by
at Thanyapura
Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister, along with national
and provincial Ministers of Tourism and Sports, stopped
off at Phuket’s 23-hectare international sports, health and
educational complex in Thalang on February 5 as part of
their recent visit to Phuket to promote the island as an
international sports and leisure industry hub.

ON THE PULL: Partygoers play at the latest half-moon party by Paradise Beach.

Muscle mania coming in March
Body builders from around the world will be greasing up and taking to the stage
at The Port Zone at Jungceylon shopping center in Patong for the International
Muscle & Physique Warriors 2016 contest on March 5. The event is jointly
organized by the National Amateur Body Builders Association (NABBA) and
the World Fitness Federation (WFF).

Pulling on heart strings
Paradise Beach Phuket threw a ‘Heartbeat in Paradise’ half moon party at the
Patong Beach venue on Valentine’s Day.

Hugs, roses and bears help
local children’s charity
Guests and associates at Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort raised 16,000 baht for
charity on February 12, buying hugs, roses and teddy bears. Proceeds from the
event  were donated to the Phuket Panya Nukul School in Paklok for children
with intellectual and hearing disabilities.
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Students perform a traditional southern-style dance on stage.

(From L-R) Headstart’s Admin Manager Collette Edouard; Founder and CEO Jazon Edouard; School Licensee
Parimon Phaisamran; and After School and Events Manager Anisa van der Laan.

HeadStart Int’l School
launches new facilities
HeadStart International School, Phuket held an Opening Celebration on February 12 to
officially open the school’s new facilities in central Phuket. Facilities include two libraries, a
new football pitch and a covered sports ground.
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Swedish athelete to attempt
swimming circumnavigation

Ultraman Jonas Colting plans to swim 120 kilometers around Phuket in seven days. Photo: Thanyapura

SWEDISH Ultraman World
Champion Jonas Colting will
undertake a ‘Swim Around
Phuket’ challenge. If success-
ful, he will be the first
swimmer to circumnavigate the
island.

Another aim of the mission
is to raise funds for the
Yaowawit School, a govern-
ment-approved boarding school
for children from underprivi-
leged families, initially founded
to help children who were vic-
tims of the 2004 tsunami.

“If we all swam more in the
oceans, we would receive a
greater awareness of the impor-
tance of good water quality,”
Mr Colting said. “Now I’m
ready for the adventure Swim
Around Phuket, which high-
lights the importance of clean
water with the goal to inspire
more people to swim in open
water and make the journey
into an adventure.”

Mr Colting is no stranger to
long-distance swimming. Aside
from the 10-kilometer swims
that are part of the Ultraman for-
mat of long-distance triathlon
racing, he took part in the char-
ity swim SverigeSimmet in
2014, a 640-kilometer swim
from Stockholm to Gothenburg.

Mr Colting has partnered

with Thanyapura Phuket and
Apollo Travel Group to make
Swim Around Phuket a reality
and plans to swim the island’s
120-kilometer coast in seven
days. Each day he will cover
between 10 to 17 kilometers and
has extended an open invitation
to anyone who would like to join
him on one or more stages.

Thanyapura has thrown its

full organizational support be-
hind the swim trek, hosting Mr
Colting and his team from
Apollo Travel Group as they
prepare for the swim and work
together toward a safe and suc-
cessful attempt at the feat. The
provincial government has also
backed the swim.

“The plan to swim around the
island of Phuket has been some-

thing we thought was a remark-
able feat and something that
only the world’s best endurance
athletes could consider doing,”
said Thanyapura Executive
Chairman Chris McCormack.
To join Mr Colting on one or more
stages of his trek, contact
events@thanyapura.com or visit
www.thanyapura.com/events.

– Phuket Gazette

March 4-5. Lighthouse
Weekend Market
Eat chill and shop along the
dockside at Phuket Boat
Lagoon’s Lighthouse Market.
Two evenings of live music,
food and fun for all the family
at one of Phuket's signature
outdoor events.

Find out more on Facebook:
lighthousemarketphuket, or
call 081-8103 328.

This event is sponsored by
the Phuket Gazette.

March 26. Thailand Beach
Volley Fest
The International Amateur
Beach Volley Tournament at
Karon Beach will feature teams
from Asia, Australia, Europe,
and the Americas. Classes are:
Men’s 2 x 2, Women’s 2 x 2 and
Mixed 4 x 4. Players of all lev-
els are welcome to compete.
The entry fee is 2,000 baht.
There is no admission charge
for spectators.

This event is proudly spon-
sored by the Phuket Gazette.

April 6. Chakri Memorial
Day
Chakri Day commemorates the
origins of the Chakri dynasty
founded by Rama I who estab-
lished Bangkok as the nation’s
capital. HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej is the ninth monarch
of the Chakri dynasty.

Phuket looks to add Moroccan
metropolis to list of sister cities

His Excellency Ambassador Abdelilah El Housni (left) speaks with
Phuket Governor Chamroen Tipayapongtada. Photo: Phuket PR

A TWIN-CITIES partnership
between Phuket and Tangier is
in the works following a meet-
ing between the Phuket gover-
nor and the Moroccan ambas-
sador to Thailand.

“About 10,000 Moroccans
visit Phuket each year,” said
His Excellency Ambassador
Abdelilah El Housni. “Al-
though this number may not
seem large, most of these are
luxury travellers who own pri-
vate jets and stay for an average
of a month at a time.”

Tangier is a rapidly develop-
ing Mediterranean coastal city
in the Kingdom of Morocco
with a rich history and culture.

The ambassador said that he
believed a twin cities partnership
would bolster a good relationship
and provide convenience for
travelers from both countries.

“Phuket considers this to be
an important partnership as well;
we will take a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to Mo-
rocco in the near future in order
to formalize this agreement,”
said Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada. “We would also

like to thank His Excellency for
his kindness.”

Phuket also signed a twin
city MoU with Xiamen, China
in December last year and one
with Penang, Malaysia the pre-
vious year.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich
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When two kings sat on the throne

King Pinklao’s residence came to be known as the ‘front palace’. Photo: Heinrich Damm

By Anand Singh

IN MY last column, I spoke
about Prince Mongkut’s journey
before taking the throne.

When Prince Mongkut was
47, he left the monkhood to
reign as king. There was a prob-
lem, however, as Prince
Chutamani had an equally le-
gitimate claim to succeed to the
throne. At the time of King
Rama III’s death, some nobles
claimed that Prince Chutamani
was, in fact, the heir presump-
tive. However, because Prince
Mongkut was the older brother,
his claim was stronger.

Prince Mongkut was crowned
King of Siam on April 2, 1851.
He took the title of Phrabat
Somdet Phra Chomklao
Chaoyuhua, Rama IV. In order
to avoid conflict with his younger
brother, Prince Chutamani, King
Rama IV did something quite un-
precedented in Siamese history.
He allowed the prince to ascend
to the throne as the ‘second king’

of Siam. He was asked to assume
the title of Phrabat Somdet Phra
Pinklao Chaoyuhua, which was
equivalent to that of the king
himself.

In the past, the position of
vice-king, or Uparaj of Siam,
was usually bestowed to the
king’s brother. In the line of
succession, the Uparaj was

therefore also the heir
presumptive. But it was always
recognized that the Uparaj was
second to the king.

Prince Chutamani, however,
was not bestowed the title of
Uparaj. He was asked by his
brother to take on a title equiva-
lent to Rama IV’s, a crowned
king of Siam. For the first time

in Siamese history, there were
two crowned kings of Siam.

Some historians speculate
that King Mongkut was a firm
believer in astrology. Accord-
ing to astrological predictions,
Prince Chutamani’s astrologi-
cal signs showed that he would
be crowned king as well. It was
therefore this belief that led to

Chutamani’s coronation and
elevation to become Siam’s
second king during the reign of
King Rama IV. Others specu-
late that this was a clever move
to appease Prince Chutamani
and discourage him from chal-
lenging his brother’s position.

There is no doubt however
that the coronation of King
Pinklao strengthened the rela-
tionship between the two
brothers, a relationship that
would remain peaceful through-
out King Mongkut’s reign. In
practice, King Mongkut was the
chief ruler of the kingdom, but
King Pinklao was influential in
foreign affairs due to his close
ties with western diplomats.

King Pinklao maintained his
own private army, as well as a
navy of several modern ships.
His palace became known as
the ‘front palace’ and its au-
thorities greatly expanded.
King Pinklao died on January
7, 1866, predeceasing his elder
brother by two years.

Loving it in Lamphun

LAMPHUN, the oldest province
in northern Thailand, has long
been ignored by visitors who
treat it as a passageway between
Lampang and Chiang Mai.

Today, it is becoming a desti-
nation in its own right, due to the
efforts of the Tourism Author-
ity of Thailand (TAT), which is
promoting the province as one of
the must-see destinations in its
2016 domestic tourism cam-
paigns ‘12 Hidden Gems Plus’
and ‘Khao Lao Wa’.

The campaign follows on
from the success of the ‘Hidden
Gems’ initiative introduced last
year, which did much to gener-
ate income for people from
smaller and less frequently
visited provinces. The ‘Khao
Lao Wa’ campaign, which falls
under the TAT’s ‘Dream Desti-
nations’ project, is now in its third
year and has similar aims.

“In 2015, we welcomed
500,000 visitors, which was
more than double the figure for

2014. Of those, 80 per cent were
Thai. The remainder came from
South Korea, China, Taiwan and
Vietnam, eager to play on our
golf courses,” says Ampai
Chaipijitr, from Lamphun’s
Tourism Council. “We have
much more to offer than golf
though, including great food, a
relaxed way of life and plenty of
home-stay accommodation.”

Located less than 30 kilo-
meters from Chiang Mai,
Lamphun is home to Wat Phra
That Hariphunchai, one of
Thailand’s most important
temples. The temple dates
back to the ninth century and
has a golden chedi that stands
46 meters tall.

Both Lamphun has been
proposed to UNESCO for
World Heritage Site status,
and even though no definitive
answer has been received, the
small province is busy devel-
oping its oldest sites.

– The Nation

Wat Phra That Haripunchai, Lamphun. Photo: Photo Dharma
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Dealing with the blazing heat

Bicycles, as well as their riders, can be adversely affected by the summer heat. Photo: Garrett Coakley

WHETHER we Phuket-based
cyclists like it or not, the 2016
season is going to be one of the
hottest on record with the El
Nino effect continuing to bring
the Andaman region all sorts of
problems.

To keep on enjoying your
riding throughout 2016, there
are a number of simple re-
sponses that local cyclists
should make to the extreme
temperatures we will be facing.

Firstly, ride as early in the
day as you can, and ride in the
shade and where there are cool-
ing breezes, such as the Nai
Harn Lake, Bang Wad Dam and
Mai Khao loops.

With the glorious sunrises
and clean, empty beaches at
ride’s end for a refreshing
swim, early morning riding is
certainly the best response to
the heat, but sadly is not an
option available to everyone.

If you have to ride when the
ambient temperature is higher,
either in the early evening, or
worst of all, during the main part
of the day, there are a number of
precautions you should take.

First and foremost is good
hydration.

Before you set off to ride in
the heat, drink a lot of water,

up to two liters, as you’ll sweat
it all out as you ride.

While you’re riding, and
long after you finish your trip,
keep on drinking.

Also, use room-temperature
water, as cold water and ice
shock your system and are
harder for your body to absorb.

Another use for water is

pouring it over your hot body.
Or you can get a similar effect
more efficiently by soaking a
bandana with cold water and
tying it around your head un-
der your helmet. Cooling down
your head will help cool your
entire body.

Avoid salty and spicy foods
before and after hot rides and

eschew all dehydrators, such
as alcohol, caffeine and sug-
ary drinks. Load up on
healthy protein and carbohy-
drates before and after riding.
Sports drinks are useful for
replacing the sodium chloride
and potassium that you lose
through sweating.

Another essential in hot

weather cycling, especially if
you are riding solo, is the abil-
ity to recognize and understand
what is happening if you be-
come heat-stressed.

Make sure you have a mo-
bile phone with you at all times,
and if you start to feel groggy
or unwell, get in the shade and
call for help immediately.

Proper clothing is essen-
tial. Cover your skin as much
as possible with lightweight
fabric to protect you from the
sun. Lightweight natural fi-
bers are the most comfortable
and avoid dark colors which
absorb more heat.

Wear a cap with a peak un-
der your helmet if the sun
troubles your eyes. Good
quality sunglasses are also es-
sential.

Finally, make sure your
bike is well tuned up so you
aren’t working any harder
than you have to.

Top off your tire pressure ev-
ery few days and make sure
your chain is greased and gears
well-adjusted so that you can
use the full range on all of
them.

Hot weather biking isn’t for
everyone, but if you put some
thought into how you dress,
take it slowly and always have
water and snacks on hand,
you’ll be able to enjoy cycling
right through Phuket’s coming
season of hot wheels!
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Proper diet to battle cancer

Your HbA1c level is something to keep an eye on, so get your blood tested. Photo: Leslie Porterfield

Looking for lumps

Breast cysts do not increase the
likelihood of developing cancer.
Photo: The Nation

IN 2014 the British Journal of
Cancer released a study that
tested the relationship between
a commonly used blood test for
diabetics and pre-diabetics
(HbA1c), and the development
of several cancers. As has been
widely published, diabetes in-
creases the risks of developing
several cancers, so testing dia-
betes and prediabetes markers
makes sense.

The results concluded that
high HbA1c did in fact corre-
late with an increased cancer
risk for a number of cancers
(prostate was not one of them).

What that basically means is
that the role of diet is again seen
to be critical in the prevention
of cancer. Let me break this all
down further…

WHAT IS HBA1C?

HbA1c, also known as glycated
hemoglobin, is a marker or sign-
post for chronic hyperglycemia
(high blood sugar). Hb stands for
Hemoglobin, which is a protein
in red blood cells that carries
oxygen throughout the body.

A1c is the part that mea-
sures the amount of glycation
that the protein hemoglobin
has undergone. Glycation sim-

ply means that sugar has stuck
(bonded) to a protein or fat,
but in this specific case to he-
moglobin, the protein in red
blood cells. Because red blood
cells typically live for three to
four months, this gives an idea
of longer term blood sugar
regulation.

WHY IS GLYCATION
BAD?

Glycation leads to the in-
crease in free radicals, which
damage cells and also in-
creases inflammation – pro-
cesses that are considered to

be at the root of disease.
Neurologist David Perl-

mutter in his fantastic book
‘Grain Brain’, also notes that
HbA1c is directly related to
the rate at which the brain
shrinks on an annual basis.

So this blood test not only
looks at the risk of diabetes, but
also looks as if it will be help-
ful in the detection, and
hopefully prevention, of cancer
and dementia.

WHERE TO GET
TESTED?

I recommend discussing this test

with your doctor as part of an
annual physical, which I believe
everyone over 40 should have,
although there’s nothing stop-
ping younger people from hav-
ing one too. You can also walk
into most hospitals and blood
clinics (which are numerous in
Phuket) and have the test done
yourself for a cost of generally
less than 500 baht – not a bad
investment.

IDEAL REFERENCE
RANGE

Most labs place the upper
normal limit of HbA1c at about

5.7, but as Perlmutter explains
these levels are already associ-
ated with a high risk for brain
shrinkage. So his recommenda-
tion is aimed at keeping HbA1c
at 5.2 or lower.

GET A HEALTHY
RANGE

Nutritionally, it is achieved by
reducing sugar, alcohol and
high glycemic carbohydrates,
such as refined grains. So
watch out for breads, cakes,
pastries and try to swap por-
tions of white rice for smaller
portions of brown rice with lots
of vegetables (a good chunk
raw), plus a small portion of
protein (seafood being my fa-
vorite, as it is high in omega 3).
Include good fats like olives,
olive oil, avocados, coconut oil,
or some nuts and seeds, at ev-
ery meal to slow the rate at
which your carbohydrate intake
breaks down to sugar.

Achieving optimal health is
naturally multifaceted. So
along with a clean, low glyce-
mic diet, regular exercise and
quality sleep are essential to
blood sugar regulation.

Craig Burton is a Certified Sports
Nutritionist (CISSN) with a
Bachelor of Science degree
(Sports Science) and a National
Academy of Sports Medicine
(PES) certification.

COMMON in women over 30
years of age, breast cysts are
fluid-filled sacs within the
breast. A woman may have a
single cyst or many cysts and
these are often described as
round with distinct edges.

A large cyst can be felt in the
breast and usually feels like a
soft grape or a water-filled
balloon. The cysts usually dis-
appear after menopause, except
in cases where the women are
taking hormone therapy.

One important thing to know
is that a simple cyst does not in-
crease the risk of developing
breast cancer. However, if you
detect the presence of any new
breast lumps, or if an already
identified breast lump seems to
have grown, please seek medi-
cal attention.

The cause of breast cysts re-
mains unknown, but it is
believed that they may be the
result of excess oestrogen in the
body. Screening and diagnosis

of a breast cyst usually begins
after a breast lump is identified
by you or a doctor.

No treatment is necessary for
simple breast cysts. However,
the doctor may recommend
closely monitoring a breast cyst
to see if its size changes.

A breast self-examination
should be done at least once
each month. In case of finding
any abnormality, seek immedi-
ate medical attention.

– Dr Duangmani
Thanapprapasr / The Nation
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Homes are valued based on what an average person would be willing to pay for a similar property in the
same area. Photo: Chris-Håvard Berge

What is property valuation?
VALUATION is a process of
estimation of the most probable
price which would be paid for
a property under typical mar-
ket conditions applicable at the
date of valuation.

The value of a property is
the present value of all future
benefits expected to be ob-
tained from possession of the
property.

The ability to provide a pro-
fessional and accurate valuation
relies on a combination of the
professionalism of the valuation
consultants and the quality of
available market information.

SRE (Siam Real Estate)
service uses the market
approach, which examines the
title, state, age and condition
of the property, as well as ma-
jor selling features. We then
compare these with similar
properties in the area, taking
into account current market
factors and the immediate lo-
cal environment to arrive at a
fair market price in the
present market.

The valuation process does
not review due diligence; either
right of property, or access
rights or title ownership. Pub-
lic utilities and services are also
not considered.

Due diligence should be car-
ried out by a lawyer.

SRE specializes in appraisal
and valuation reports cover-
ing: residential properties,
houses/villas, town-houses,
shop houses, condominium
housing development projects,
and apartments – also making
direct comparisons with simi-
lar land plots.

The purposes of the valua-
tion cover the following:

- Current market value
- Asset financing
- Rental assessment
- Mortgage finance
- Security value
- Divorce proceedings
- Dispute resolutions
- Risk analysis
- Insurance cover
- Fire sale estimate
Homes are valued based on

what an average person would
be willing to pay for a similar
property. This data is derived
by looking at current sales in
Phuket.

Every attempt is made to
use sales that have the same
characteristics as the property
being valued (subject prop-
erty). These include, but are
not limited to, area, number of
bedrooms and baths, whether
it has a garage and other simi-
lar factors.

If a subject property
doesn’t have enough match-

ing sales, comparisons are
made with properties most
closely resembling that one,
while making suitable adjust-
ments to create an equitable
value.

An example of this would
be if the sale property had a
swimming pool and the sub-
ject didn’t, the sale price
would be adjusted to reflect
not having a pool.

A sale at fair market value
is defined as the amount of

money a well-informed buyer
would pay, and a well-
informed seller would accept,
for property that has been on
the open market for a reason-
able amount of time,
assuming neither buyer nor
seller is acting under pressure.

When a sale is deemed
valid, it can be used to help
determine fair market value
for other similar properties.

The goal is to value all
properties fairly and equally,

while being as close to fair
market value as possible.

For more information, contact Kevin
Hodges, the North Branch and
Investments Manager for Siam
Real Estate (SRE) in Phuket and
author of SRE’s Phuket Residential
Market Research Report. He has
more than six years’ experience in
Phuket’s real estate market.
Tel: 076-324042. Email:
kevin@siamrealestate.com;
www.siamrealestate.com

DEMAND from foreign inves-
tors to buy middle- to upper-
market condominiums in cen-
tral business districts (CBDs) is
strong this year with the baht’s
weakening from 33 per US dol-
lar to between 35.50 and 36 –
a depreciation of up to nine per
cent so far this year, which is
boosting foreign demand for
condominiums in Bangkok and
Phuket’s CBDs.

The AEC also presents a
positive challenge for
Thailand’s property developers
to road-show their residential
projects overseas, especially in
China, Taiwan, Singapore,
Hong Kong and the Middle
East.

Frank Leung, managing direc-
tor of Hong Kong-based
Fulcrum Capital, which invested
2.3 billion baht to buy 306 units
of the Park 24 condominium
from Proud Residences last year,

said Thailand was the first Asean
country in which the company
was expanding its investment.
The company sees business op-
portunity in residential projects.

The current weakness of the
baht also benefits its investment
in Thailand’s property market,
Mr Leung said.

“Most foreign buyers looking
to buy properties in the region
have a fixed budget to spend.
With the baht declining, they can

buy more expensive properties.
In Phuket, we have recently been
able to sell more expensive units
in projects we represent,” said
Aliwasa Pattanthabutr, manag-
ing director of property agency
CB Richard Ellis (Thailand).

Foreign buyers of luxury
residences costing more than
20mn baht now get much bet-
ter value for money than they
did last year.

– The Nation

Weak baht encourages demand for
condos in central business districts

Zcape III Condo is one of several new residences rising in Phuket’s
Central Business District (CBD). Image: Tri Property



PHUKET GAZETTE 19February 27 - March 4, 2016

Quality tourism trending

The past five years has seen a steady growth in quality tourists,
boosting confidence in the tourism and property sectors.
Infographic: C9Hotelworks

MEGA developer CP LAND is
looking to expand throughout
Asean, Europe and Australia
with a focus on office buildings
and hospitality.

CP Land president and CEO
Sunthorn Arunanonchai said
Myanmar and Vietnam were
potential expansion options
over the next three years.

Investments will range from
1 to 3 billion baht, buying land
and acquiring existing hospital-
ity and office building assets.

In Thailand this year, CP
Land set aside an investment
budget of 12.1 billion baht. Up
to 2 billion baht will be spent
on the CP Industrial Estate in
Rayong province, which has a
total investment value of 7 bil-
lion baht.

3.6bn baht will be spent on
developing 16 condominium
projects in eight provinces. 4bn
baht will be invested in 10 new
hotels. Another 1 billion baht
has been earmarked to develop
a convention and exhibition
centre in Khon Kaen, with 1.5bn
baht to be spent on developing
five new office buildings in
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Surat
Thani, Bangkok, Hat Yai and
Udon Thani.

CP Land set
to go global

LAST year was a favourable
one for tourism in Phuket,
boosting confidence through-
out the hospitality and property
sectors with a rise in ‘quality’
tourists and investors – a trend
that appears set to continue in
2016.

Arrivals at Phuket Interna-
tional Airport soared to 6.4
million – a record number of
passengers passing through the
province, according to the lat-
est market research by Bill
Barnett, the managing director
of C9 Hotelworks hospitality
and consulting firm.

“Despite both domestic and
international volatility, there
has been a compound annual
growth of 14 per cent over the
past five years,” said Mr
Barnett.

International arrivals were
up by nine per cent, and there
was a 19 per cent increase in
domestic arrivals in 2015.

A 34 per cent drop in arriv-
als from Russia was offset by a
35 per cent rise in visitors from
China.

Part of the island’s success
was due to luxury-tier hotels

outperforming all other seg-
ments with an average daily
rate (ADR) and occupancy ris-
ing by 17 per cent and three per
cent respectively. Additionally,
revenue per available room
(RevPAR) increased by 24 per
cent.

The steady growth of
Phuket’s evolving tourist mar-
ket over the past five years has
spurned new growth in hospi-

tality properties. Phuket currently
has a total of 766 licensed lodg-
ing establishments with 49,645
keys.

A dozen new hotels are set to
open this year, adding 1,567
rooms to the market. About half
of the new rooms will appear in
Patong.

“Hotel supply is expected to
continue growing over the next
four years with 30 new projects

set to come on line by 2019.
That’s more than 5,000 keys
coming on stream,” said Mr
Barnett.

The majority of the new
projects are in Patong, followed
by Chalong Bay, Phuket City,
Kamala and Bang Tao.

At the boutique end of the
spectrum are some small prop-
erties, including X2 Kamala
Residences, with just nine
rooms, opening this year.

Larger hotels coming online
over the next few years include
the Ramada ChaoFa Phuket
with 270 rooms, opening in
2018; the Courtyard by Marriott
Phuket at Chalong Bay with 277
rooms, opening in 2017; the
Premier Inn Phuket Nanai in
Patong with 350 rooms, open-
ing in 2018; and a new Best
Western Premier Himalai Resort
in Kamala with 402 rooms,
opening in 2019.

There is also a demand for
back-to-nature experiences
among travellers, creating a
niche hospitality market.

Innovative product designs
and programming into niches
such as wellness, tree houses
and active sports are expected
to boost future growth.

By Nick Davies

– The Nation
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

BEACHFRONT LAND
FOR SALE

8 rai, 70 meters beachfront,
Parlay, Chalong Bay. Sale
price: 220 million baht. Per-
fect location for boutique
hotel. Email: chrisgo1944
@gmail.com

NAI HARN HOUSE
3.9MB

Built on 380sqm plot, 3 bed-
rooms, possibility for 4 bed-
rooms. Garden, terrace, car
park. Please call 081-416
5151, 081-606 5604. Email:
ericvetier@gmail.com

 PATONG TOWER CONDO
FOR SALE

Sea views. Tel: 080-692 6114.
Email: davidedelucca9@gmail.
com

KAMALA NICE STUDIO
3.25 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: davi
dedelucca9@gmail.com

NAKA ISLAND
Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 minutes to Ao Po pier.
240sqm on 2 floors, 750sqm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai). Email: nakaislandhouse
@gmail.com

RAWAI:
MORE FOR LESS

Superb, spacious Rawai
home, 4 ensuite bedrooms,
1,038sqm gardens, guest-
house or office, private pool,
maid's room. Price reduced,
only 12 million baht. Tel:
087-273 0141 (English).
Email: alangath@gmail.
com

KHAO LAK
GUESTHOUSE

FOR SALE

Guesthouse at Khao Lak
center, area 9x25 meters,
14 rooms, fully equipped,
3 storeys, large area on
ground floor, good for res-
taurant / bar / shop and of-
fice, plus 8x9 meter terrace
in front of house facing the
main road. Located opposite
Khao Lak Laguna Resort.
Contact Prasert. Tel: 081-
894 1030 (English & Thai),
083-520 1115. Email: info@
khaolaktravellerlodge.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

2-STOREY
SINGLE HOUSE

FOR SALE

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.
Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000
baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai / Eng.)

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAI CITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from Jan 2016. Please call
089-874 0061, 086-291 41
15. Email: stephenfein@
gmail.com

140SQM TOWNHOUSE
Close to Central. Quiet, safe,
furnished, garage. Tel: 081-719
7015.

HOUSE ON BYPASS
FOR SALE

Behind IKEA, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, fully furnished.
3.2 million baht. Tel: 085-793
0009. Email: suppathanis@
gmail.com

QUICK SALE
KATHU CONDO

Fully furnished, 30sqm, 1.3
million baht. Tel: Tel: 085-793
0009. Email: suppathanis
@gmail.com

PRIVATE ISLAND
FOR SALE

50 rai with 2 beachfront. Cha-
note title. Only 15 min from pier.
Price: 450 million baht. Krabi.
Tel: 089-729 8365 (English &
Thai). Email: sudaves2002@
yahoo.com

14 RAI CHANOTE TITLE
3.5MB

Situated in The Lamu Valley
bordering the National Park
in Kapong - Phang Nga, ideal
for Eco Tourist Resort / to build
your dream home. Contact me
for more info by email only.
Email: senna@cscoms.com

BEACHFRONT
KHAO LAK LAND - 19 RAI

Sale: 7.2 million baht per rai,
elevated, ready to build, shel-
tered land, new road access to
main highway. Tel: 087-269
8492 (English/Thai), 087-091
1552 (French/German).

2.25 RAI
NEAR AO MA-KHAM

Ideal for resort investment. One
of the fast growing areas sur-
rounded by five-star hotels &
spas. Rectangular shape, at the
foot hill and goes up. 19 million
baht. Tel: 089-509 7606.

LAND FOR SALE RAWAI
720sqm land for sale, Rawai.
Please call 085-790 2021 (En-
glish). Email: maggiethaden@
rocketmail.com

 BEACHFRONT
POOL VILLA

Chalong Bay. For sale / rent.
3 bedrooms, 1 rai. Tel: 089-
649 9939. Email: siri_ phu
ket@changrunner.com

LAND FOR SALE
3-minute drive to Surin Beach.
1.4 rai. 36 million baht. Tel: 081-
868 7676.

BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOMS
WITH POOL

Lovely, private and quiet 3-bed-
room villa with pool on large
lot in Kathu. Western kitchen
and decoration. 2 bathrooms,
separate maids’ quarters / laun-
dry, 2-car covered car park.
Pergolas off of back deck and
near pool. 10 min to Patong, 10
min to Central, 15 min to Phuket
Town. Large garden with plenty
of  space for pets and/or kids
to play. Fantastic tenant cur-
rently occupying/vacant for
investment . Possession avai-
lable if registered. 9.7 million
baht. Tel: 087-843 3121. Email:
crwshw@cathaypacific.com

WATERFALL HOUSE
NATAI

2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom,
riverfront on 2 rai, Chanote,
double garage/workshop,
lush forest, 7.5 million baht.
Natai Beach. Tel: 086-283
2619 (English). Email: anti
guaray@hotmail.com

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL

24hr security, water & electricity
supply. Freehold. 5.7 million
baht. For more information,
please call 084-625 5090 (En-
glish). Email: yamu.hills.sunrise
@gmail.com
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  R E N T

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

2-BED BEACH HOLIDAY
APARTMENT

Beach and town in 5-minute
walk. 160sqm, shared pool.
Short/long term and sale. Please
contact by email: resortgm@
gmail.com

BAUER JUNIOR
COMPRESSOR

With 5hp Honda. Very good con-
dition. Compressor can be seen
in scuba market, Kata. Price:
80,000 baht. Tel: 086-281 6224.
Email: jari.toivonen@bluewin.ch

DIVE GEAR

B.L. APARTMENT
FOR RENT

At Kathu, 1 bedroom, 1 living
room, aircon, cable TV,
ADSL, hot shower, garden
and car park. Rent: 7,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation, please call 081-
692 3163.

G E N E R A L  C L A S S I F I E D S

BULLETINS BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

For sale: 700,000 baht. Tel: 086-
288 5896. Email: orapatw@ya
hoo.com

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

RETAIL SPACE
IN PATONG

Available in the Ocean Plaza
Patong for massage, beauty,
coffee, souvenir shops, etc.
Low-rent contracts for up to 12
years. Tel: 086-281 8883, 089-
504 8882. Email: g.cummings
@hotmail.com

PERSONAL
SERVICES
WANTED

MASSAGE
AT PRIVATE HOME

Married couple (middle age) is
looking for a professional mas-
seur with experience in Patong.
Tel: 083-644 9229.

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Golf life membership for sale:
425,000 baht. Everything in-
cluded. Tel: 092-453 3489.

KEBAB RESTAURANT
FOR SALE

Best location, near Soi Bangla.
800,000 baht. Tel: 081-088 1451.

3-BED POOL VILLA KATA
BEACH

Walk to 2 beaches & town in 3
minutes. Very private pool villa.
Shared tennis court, gym. Kata
& Kata Noi Pool Villa. Email:
resortgm@gmail.com

DCONDO CREEK -
STUDIO FOR RENT

New unit studio for rent, top floor.
Long term: 9,000 baht/month
(not furnished). Furnished unit
also available for rent. Kathu.
Tel: 081-726 6002. Email: mat
78111@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTION,
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
maintenance, air-conditio-
ner service & installation,
pool service and mainte-
nance, electric surveys,
mold remediation. Kathu.
Visit our website or give us
a call for more information.
Tel: 083-394 8337 (English),
080-141 4577 (English &
Thai). Email: mattias@zion
property.com, Please visit
our  website at http://zionpro
perty.com

PROPERTY SERVICES

PATONG LUXURY APT
Paradise Hotel Complex. 150m to
beach, large 1 bedroom, kitchen,
light, airy. Tel: 086-276 7608.

HOUSE FOR RENT
10MIN TO AIRPORT

2 bedrooms, living room,
big sala, garage, aircon,
fast internet. 20,000 baht /
month. Tel: 081-719 7015.
Email: jyfievet@gmail.com

4 BEDROOMS WITH
PRIVATE POOL

Private house with 4 bedrooms,
pool, 3 bathrooms and fully fur-
nished for rent. Long term 12
months. 45,000 baht per month.
Rawai. Tel: +61-0-41447 3262
(English). Email: Info@thai
propertyphuket.com

4-BEDROOM POOL
VILLA RAWAI

Luxury 4-bedroom, 4-bath-
room pool villa in Rawai / Nai
Harn area. Large 800sqm.
Tel: 087-267 1282 (English).
Email: davidrosamond@out
look.com
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RESORT
PHOTOGRAPHER

Experienced photographer,
English speaking, take & sell
guest photos. Good salary &
commission after trial, call to
interview. Kata. For more infor-
mation, please call 076-330456,
090-158 7868. Email: Light
housephotograph@gmail.com

NATIVE TRANSLATOR
WANTED

To assist our Media Manager
in translating our media re-
leases. Must be able to com-
municate well and be social
media savvy. Can work from
home, native speakers in
the following languages re-
quired. Japanese, Korean,
Chinese, French, Italian,
German and Spanish. Must
be also able to read and
speak English. Kathu. Tel:
095-036 0336 (English).
Please email to bodymaxi
miser@gmail.com with your
details ASAP, http://maxi
mizer.zone

OFFICE ADMIN STAFF
Must have English skills. Thai
national. Tel: 081-787 7702 (En-
glish). Email: workforsimba@
gmail.com

SALES MANAGER
Looking for Thai nationals for
Sales Manager and Agents.
Good English and computer
skills required. We pay expenses
+ good salary + commissions
on sales. Chalong. Tel: 081-139
4774. Email: boost@aboranet.
com

THAI SALES REP
Looking for Thai sales rep to visit
hotels, guesthouses, sports ac-
tivities, or day-trips companies
in  Phuket. Salary + commis-
sions. Send CV, photo & a moti-
vational letter. Tel: 087-466 8640.
Email: christophe.fischer71@
wanadoo.fr

APT MANAGER NEEDED
Thai, female aged 25 years up,
healthy, reliable English speak-
ing, hotel experience. Start:
23,000 baht + bonus. Patong
Beach. Tel: 085-694 6463. Email:
solitude 001@aol.com

COOK NEEDED
Lee Marine office at Ao Po Grand
Marina is looking for Thai female/
male cook. 30-45 years old.
Cooking Thai & Western food.
Driving is preferable. Negotiable
salary. Tel: 076-681015.

PROJECT MANAGER
We are now hiring an expe-
rienced Project Manager
for developments who is
able to read blueprints and
architect drawings. You will
be overseeing all our devel-
opment in Phuket and liaise
with our Thai construction
company and engineers.
High salary and benefits
for the right candidate. For-
eign nationals are welcome
to apply. Tel: 076-341045,
081-459 0152 (English).
Please send CV at info@
bluehorizon-thailand.com

J O B S  /  R E C R U I T M E N T

WEBMASTER & DESIGN
Phuket's leading Real Estate
Company is recruiting! Job de-
scription; Ensure the web serv-
ers, hardware and software are
operating accurately. Design
websites. Debug issues that
arise with the performance of
the website, promotion of the
website/SEO. Ensure the web-
site works efficiently and fast.
Put content online (properties,
promotions, news etc). Make
newsletters and email automa-
tion (mailchimp, Kigo etc). Deal
with the hosting company or
email service provider to solve
problems or improve services.
Tel: 076-341045, 081-459 0152.
Email: info@propertyinphuket.
com, http://propertyinphuket.
com

VILLA MANAGER /
TOUR SALES

Full time for immediate start.
Thai national, good standard of
English. 1.5 days off per week.
Salary + bonus. OTE 30,000
baht.  Ao Nang, Krabi. Tel: 075-
637437, 081-077 5698 (English).
Fax: 075-637669. Email: month
info@baansanthiya.com

INDIAN CHEF
Urgently required Indian Chef for
new restaurant in Boat Lagoon.
Contact Jimmy: 099-505 8134.
Noi: 081-535 0778.

ENGLISH TEACHERS
P/T Kindergarten, Monday-
Friday 8-11am. Rassada area
in Phuket Town: TEFL. F/T EP
school teacher, Phuket Town,
Deg+TEFL. Salary: 36,000 baht
+/month+W.P. ECC, Phuket. For
more information, please call
089-139 8453 (English & Thai),
091-647 5465 (English). Email:
Giles@ecc.ac.th

KRABI BOAT LAGOON
URGENT

1 Marina Manager. 2 GSAs. All
positions require good English
command and service minded.
Tel: 075-818 765. Email: sorn
kom.k@holidayinnkrabi.com
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G E N E R A L  A V I A T I O N

B O A T S  &  M A R I N E

BOAT SHARE
53 feet, motor yacht, 3 cab-
ins, well maintained. 2 exist-
ing partners seek 1 more.
Established & fair system
to split costs. Everything at
cost, no business mark up!
Buy in US$70,000. Tel: 089-
866 4405 (English).

20M RPM BERTH
FOR RENT

20m E dock yacht berth available
immediately for long-term rent at
the Royal Phuket Marina. Private
owner offers flexible deals and
significant discounts. Tel: +44-
0786-658 8395 (English). Email:
james@shayler.co

2016 SEADOO RXPX300
IN STOCK

Warranty 1 year + 1,630cc /
300hp, full service from us, all
parts in stock. Samut Sakhon
Province. Tel: 081-754 7599 (En-
glish & Thai), 092-269 6099
(Thai). Email: sam@mfjetski.
com

PERFECT BOAT
Includes lot of fishing equip-
ment, 4-stroke Yamaha 100hp,
almost new. Koh Lanta. Tel: 099-
232 0532 (English), 083-181
9490 (English). Email: thomas
@betonghaltagningnbt.se

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 | _|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|  (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|
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Classified Advertisements
Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

67' CATAMARAN
Polyester. Price: 5 million baht.
Needs new engines. Pattaya.
Tel: 081-306 1150 (English &
Thai). Email: rm@foodcomthai
land.com

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT

Superb trike with Konig radial
engine. Great economical fun.
Little used. For more information,
please call 089-111 6457, 081-
397 7598. Email: kajoda1954@
yahoo.co.uk
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By Kongleaphy Keam

SURIYAN ‘Romadon’ Kos-
anea, 41, originally from Phang
Nga, is currently an art teacher
at Phuket Vocational College. He
also owns a tea shop and art gal-
lery in Rawai. The special thing
about him is the way he uses his
body for paint-
ing. In 2012, he
was chosen as
one of the last
six contestants
in the show
‘Thailand’s Got
Talent’ for his
body painting
performance.

At the age of
24, Mr Suriyan
graduated with a
Bachelor of Ap-
plied Arts from
Silpakorn Uni-
versity, and started travelling all
over Thailand. He first lived in
Koh Chang and Pai before fi-
nally settling in Phuket.

“Art is life, but I just never
realized it. I would wake up and

From penniless to priceless
Popular Thailand’s Got Talent finalist talks about his life and career

brush my teeth. Then I noticed
how the toothbrush was de-
signed. It’s art, it surrounds us.
I believe art is unlimited  it has
no frame, Mr Suriyan said.

“Art can be one way to help
us to think outside the box. It
can open up opportunities and
new ways of thinking. We can

present our life
through art,” he
added.

“Art gives us
life. We can use
art to make a
better life for
ourselves. I
started from
scratch, but now
I have a family I
can support. I
used art to open
up my tea shop
and to impress
the judges on

Thailand’s Got Talent. It always
comes down to how you apply
art in your real life,” Mr
Suriyan said.

“My house is not big, but I
can make use of every part of

it. It serves as a place to live, a
tea shop and an art gallery,” he
added.

Mr Suriyan does not sell his
art everywhere at present, as his
main income is from teaching
and the tea shop. However,
when he does sell paintings he
charges anywhere between
2,000 to 80,000 baht. Most of
his customers are foreigners.

His life changed from a
homeless artist who used to
draw pictures on the walking
street, to a respected teacher at
the Phuket Vocational College,
and then a contestant on a
popular television show.

“Why did I move to Phuket?
I had to find a place where
people found my art interesting.
There are many foreigners here
in Phuket who understand and
value my art.

“I have liked art since I was
a child. I loved painting the
school logo, climbing up trees
and always doing something
different. At university, my
teachers never liked my art.
They always asked me to fol-

low a set procedure, but I did
not care about other people’s
words. Why do teachers try
to frame children’s minds?
They want children to
think just the way their
books tell them to.

“I have reached this
phase of my life be-
cause of my unique
philosophy. I do
whatever I want, as
long as it is permitted
by law and religion. In
my opinion, all occu-
pations are equal.

“This philosophy is
what made me
decide to par-
t icipate
i n

‘ Art gives us life. We
can use art to make a

better life for our-
selves. I started from

scratch, but now I
have a family I can
support. It always

comes down to how
you can apply art in

your real life.’

Thailand’s Got Talent. My life
has gotten better; I have

b e c o m e
well known
and am en-
joying a
happy life
with my
family,”
he said.

Rendering:
Adriano
Trapani
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